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ATTACK SQUADRON TWENTY FIVE COMMAND HISTORY CY 1974 

Af ter  t h e  1973 hol iday season VA-25 again re turned  
t o  t r a i n i n g  missions flown from Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Lemoore, 
Ca l i fo rn ia .  Primary emphasis was placed on preparing 
squadron p i l o t s  f o r  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t o  be he ld  from 
19 February through 21 March 1974. I n  add i t ion ,  t h i s  
per iod w a s  used t o  peak t h e  Ranger and CVW-2's  ope ra t iona l  
readiness  f o r  i t s  forthcoming deployment t o  t h e  Seventh 
F lee t .  

During t h e  per iod  19 February through 2 1  March 1974 
Attack Squadron TWENTY FIVE f lew a t o t a l  of  360 s o r t i e s  
(269 day/ 91 n i g h t ) ,  amassed 655.2 f l i g h t  hours,  and 
t o t a l e d  318 c a r r i e r  landings.  It was during t h i s  pre- 
deployment t r a i n i n g  t h a t  VA-25 su f fe red  i ts  only a i r c r a f t  
l o s s  of 1974. On 7 March 1974, LT Robert A. SCHREIBER w a s  
forced  t o  eject from h i s  A-7E s h o r t l y  a f t e r  takeoff  from 
Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Miramar, enroute  t o  t h e  Ranger. The 
e j e c t i o n  was success fu l  and t h e  p i l o t  w a s  recovered un- 
harmed, however t h e  a i r c r a f t  was a l o s s .  

Attack Squadron TWENTY FIVE a i r c r a f t  f lew o f f  t h e  
Ranger t o  our  home base,  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Lemoore, 
Ca l i fo rn ia  on 21 March 1974. The remainder of t h e  squadron 
a r r i v e d  a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Alameda with t h e  Ranger on 
the fol lowing day. 

On 5 May, Commander Paul M. MOORE was r e l i e v e d  a s  
Commanding O f f i c e r  of Attack Squadron TWENTY FIVE by 
Commander George R. VEZINA i n  ceremonies a t  Naval A i r  
S t a t i o n ,  Lemoore, Ca l i fo rn ia ,  which included a f l y  over  
by two v in tage  S teaman  a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  primary t r a i n e r  
f o r  Navy p i l o t s  i n  WW 11. Even t h e  squadron mascot 
"Charger Green t h e  Supergoat" w a s  decked ou t  i n  d r e s s  
whi tes  and s tanding a t  a t t e n t i o n .  

Two days l a t e r  t h e  squadron embarked aboard Ranger 
f o r  i t s  t h i r d  Westpac c r u i s e  with t h e  "Top Gun of t h e  
P a c i f i c " .  On t h e  morning of 7 May Ranger and CVW-2 again 
s a i l e d  west making way beneath t h e  Golden Gate. F i r s t  
s t o p  on our  twenty-one day voyage would be P e a r l  Harbor. 

W e  a r r i v e d  i n  P e a r l  t h e  af ternoon o f  1 3  May t o  r e f u e l  
and coordina te  with l o c a l  commands f o r  b r i e f i n g s  pe r t a in ing  
t o  p r a c t i c e  t a r g e t  a reas  w e  would be using f o r  coordinated 
s t r i k e s .  

On t h e  morning of 1 4  May w e  w e r e  again surrounded by 
t h e  b lue  of t h e  P a c i f i c  and Ranger launched t h e  f i r s t  
s o r t i e s  of t h e  1974 Westpac c r u i s e .  
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23 May Ranger set course f o r  t h e  ~ h i l i p p i n e s ,  a 
t r a n s i t  t h a t  would t ake  four teen  days. Most of  t h e  passage 
was devoted t o  preparing squadron p i l o t s  f o r  opera t ions  i n  
t h e  South China Sea, and maintaining a high degree of 
readiness  f o r  a probable o v e r f l i g h t  by Russian long-range 
reconnaissance a i r c r a f t  . 

The o v e r f l i g h t  d i d  occur  on t h e  morning of  29 May; 
however, no VA-25 a i r c r a f t  w a s  u t i l i z e d  i n  e s c o r t  opera t ions ,  
although many hours of a l e r t  w e r e  s tood by t h e  F i s t  of  t h e  
F l e e t  a s  a back-up f o r  t h e  f i g h t e r  a i r c r a f t .  

On 6 June 1974 Rangar en tered  Subic Bay, Republic of 
t h e  Ph i l ipp ines  and spen t  13  days i n p o r t  p r i o r  t o  depar t ing  
f o r  our  f i r s t  a t  s e a  per iod i n  t h e  South China Sea. Most 
of t h e  t i m e  i n p o r t  w a s  spen t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  shore detachments 
and coordinat ing wi th  var ious  commands f o r  b r i e f i n g s ,  r u l e s  
and procedures f o r  opera t ing  i n  t h e  Cubi Operations area .  

19 June through 28 September 1974, Ranger and CW-2 
t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  Ph i l ipp ine  Operation a reas  sharpening t h e  
s k i l l s  ob both a v i a t o r s  and s a i l o r s ,  t o  maintain peak 
combat readiness .  

Several  e x e r c i s e s  w e r e  employed t o  preserve  t h e  
coordinat ion between CVW-2 and Ranger, amongst t h e  b e s t  
was t h e  Air-to-Air Warfare Exercise  (AAWEX). I n  t h i s  
e x e r c i s e  CVW-2 a i r c r a f t  defended Ranger a g a i n s t  incoming 
"unfr iendly" a i r c r a f t ,  which were provided by o t h e r  a irwings 
opera t ing  i n  t h e  Cubi a rea .  

The only divergence t o  an otherwise peaceful  c r u i s e  
occurred when Ranger was enroute  t o  Hong Kong 10 August 1974. 
Due t o  inc reas ing  tens ion  i n  Southeast  A s i a  Ranger was tasked 
by t h e  J o i n t  Ch ie f ' s  of S t a f f  (JCS) t o  s a i l  i n t o  t h e  Gulf of  
Tonkin. This marked t h e  f i r s t  time a major United S t a t e s  
combatant had been i n  t h e  Gulf of Tonkin s i n c e  t h e  c e a s e f i r e  
i n  Vietnam. 

Af te r  a day i n  t h e  Gulf, t h e  Ranger again steamed f o r  
Hong Kong, f o r  seven days of l i b e r t y .  

Af te r  depar t ing  Hong Kong t h e  Ranger headed f o r  Subic 
Bay and t h e  las t  opera t ing  per iod  i n  t h e  South China Sea. 
Most of t h i s  a t  sea  per iod  w a s  devoted t o  maintaining 
c a r r i e r  landing prof ic iency by CVW-2 p i l o t s .  

Following a 1 2  day s t a y ,  used t o  c r o s s  deck a r r i v i n g  
a s s e t s  t o  o t h e r  c a r r i e r s ,  Ranger and Attack Squadron TWENTY FIVE 
departed Subic Bay enroute  t o  Alameda, C a l i f o r n i a  v i a  Pea r l  
Harbor. During t h e  c r u i s e  t h e  squadron flew a t o t a l  of 1027 
s o r t i e s ,  logged 1683.1 f l i g h t  hours,  and made 1156 c a r r i e r  
landings.  
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The squadron a i r c r a f t  f lew o f f  t h e  Ranger on t h e  morning 
of 1 6  October 1974 ,  wi th  t h e  remainder of t h e  squadron 
re tu rn ing  with t h e  Ranger a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Alameda t h e  
following day. 

Af te r  a welcomed standdown and Thanksgiving vaca t ion ,  
t h e  squadron prepared f o r  a s h o r t  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
period i n  e a r l y  December. During t h i s  per iod  VA-25 t o t a l e d  
32 c a r r i e r  a r r e s t e d  landings on t h e  deck of t h e  Ranger while 
t h e  s h i p  was steaming o f f  t h e  c o a s t  of Ca l i fo rn ia .  

The year  ended a s  it began with t h e  squadron conducting 
t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  from Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Lemoore i n  prepara t ion  
f o r  i t s  next  deployment wi th  t h e  Seventh F lee t .  

3 Enclosure (1) 

- 
j 1 iji i 

1 11: y 
I 


