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~ t t a c k  Squadron TWENTY FIVE l e f t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Lemoore, 
Ca l i fo rn ia  i n  January 1972, with seven a i r p l a n e s  f o r  a two 
week Wpapons Deployment t o  U.S. Marine Corps Auxil iary A i r  
~ t a t i o b ,  Yurna, Arizona. We a r r i v e d  t h e r e  only t o  be gree ted  
by a message grounding a l l  A-7E a i r c r a f t  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  engine 
problehs.  Af te r  four  days of "Fun i n  t h e  Sun", t h e  squadron 
was granted a "one time" f l i g h t  on a l l  a i r c r a f t ,  and we re-  
tu rned  t o  Lemoore . 

While t h e  f u l l  complement of TF-41 engines were undergoing 
ind iv idua l  disassembly and inspec t ion ,  we were ab le  t o  con- 
t i n u e  our much needed t r a i n i n g  with t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of VA-122, 
t h e  A-,7c/E t r a i n i n g  squadron. They loaned us s i x  TF-30-P408 
powere~d A-7C a i r c r a f t  f o r  f i v e  weeks. 

On 1 9  May 1972, Commander Juan H.  CARCABA was r e l i e v e d  as  
Commanding Of f i ce r  of Attack Squadron TWENTY FIVE by Commander 
Edwin A. GREATHOUSE i n  ceremonies a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Lemoore, 
Ca l i fo rn ia .  The l a s t  t h r e e  weeks i n  June found t h e  squadron a t  
Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Fa l lon ,  Nevada f o r  t h r e e  weeks of concentrated 
weapons de l ive ry  t r a i n i n g .  We were joined t h e  l a s t  two weeks by 
t h e  remainder of A i r  Wing TWO f o r  t r a i n i n g  i n  co-ordinated a i r  
s t r i k e s ,  rescue and recovery, and competit ive exe rc i ses .  

The middle of Ju ly  saw VA-25 aboard USS RANGER (CVA-61) , our 
home away from home f o r  t h e  next  c r u i s e ,  day-car r ie r  qua l i fy ing  
i t s  p i l o t s .  The scheduled n i g h t  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  landings were 
cancel led  as  RANGER received i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Hunters 
Poin t  Naval Shipyard t o  accomplish r e p a i r s  on a d isabled  re- 
duct ion gear .  

Upon i n v i t a t i o n  of t h e  Kansas City Chiefs p ro fess iona l  Foo tba l l  
Club i n  September of 1972, VA-25 performed a Flyover a s  a t r i b u t e  
t o  t h e  na t ions  POW-MIA's wi th 4 A-7E's before a home crowd of 
82,000 fans  and a Nat ional  Televis ion  audience. 

Af te r  s i x  weeks w e  were back aboard RANGER, with t h e  rest of 
t h e  A i r  Wing, t o  complete day/night c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and 
four  weeks of pre-cruise  e x e r c i s e s  and d r i l l s .  USS RANGER, CVW-2 
and VA-25 departed Alameda, C a l i f o r n i a ,  on t h e  morning of 16 Nov- 
ember f o r  t h e  1972-73 WESTPAC Cruise amid rumors of poss ib le  peace 
se t t lements .  

We a r r i v e d  i n  Subic Bay Republic of t h e  Ph i l ipp ines  on 1 Dec- 
ember. Spending only four  days i n  p o r t ,  we departed f o r  f i v e  
days of "bu i ld  up" opera t ions  o f f  t h e  Ph i l ipp ines ,  then w e r e  o f f  f o r  
our f i r s t  t a s t e  of combat f o r  t h e  c ru i se .  Our f i r s t  missions were 
combat support  i n  South Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. 
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During t h i s  time frame, American A i r  Power was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  
below 20° North Lat i tude .  The peace t a l k s  were i n  sess ion  but  
no progress  was being made, and on 1 7  December RANGER repor ted  
f o r  duty on Yankee S t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Gulf of Tonkin o f f  North Viet-  
nam. The "Word" wasn ' t  long i n  coming, That  same n igh t  w e  
received t h e  news; back t o  Hanoi and Haiphong, and t h e  "twelve 
day war" commenced. We f lew n igh t  " I ron  Hand" missions i n  
support  of t h e  B-52's bombing Hanoi and Haiphong; a r e a l  i n -  
t roduct ion  t o  combat f o r  t h e  four teen  "nugget" a v i a t o r s  i n  t h e  
squadron. The next  twelve days involved a i r  wing s t r i k e s ,  day 
and n i g h t  mining of t h e  harbors and water  ways, " I ron  Hand" 
missions,  and search and p a t r o l  f o r  s e v e r a l  enemy m i s s i l e  launch- 
i n g  p a t r o l  boats  known t o  be i n  t h e  waters around North Vietnam. 
On t h e  3rd of January we departed t h e  l i n e  and headed f o r  Subic 
Bay f o r  e i g h t  days of R & R. 
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