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Upon re tu rn  t o  ohe s t a t e s ,  most of the  o f f i c e r s  and men of VA-25 

were ordered out of the  Squadron. I n  Apri l ,  1965 Attack Squadron 25 r e t i r e d  

the  wSpadll. This event marked the passing of an e r a )  the  ret irement of a 

well  proven, r e l i ab le ,  v e r s a t i l e ,  and beloved a i r c r a f t .  

The A7B Corsai r  I1 was received by VA-25 i n  October 1968 a t  Lemoore 

Naval A i r  S ta t ion ,  California.  

I n  November 1968, the  " F i s t  of the F l e e t n  deployed t o  Fallon,  Nevada 

wi th  Car r i e r  A i r  Wing 1 6  f o r  an  in tens ive  weapons deployment. During the  

deployment, the  Squadron logged an amazing 936 flight hours i n  16 f l y i n g  

days, s e t t i n g  a record with the LTV Corsai r  11. The! maximum effort  a t  Fallon 

contributed g rea t ly  t o  p i l o t  experience. The record i s  f u r t h e r  s i g n s i c a n t  

i n  t h a t  it occurred only a month a f t e r  the  Squadron received i t s  first  A7B 

and l e s s  than two weeks a f t e r  the  VA-25 colors  were painted on the  l a s t  

a i r c r a f t  assigned to the  Squadron. Another milestone of the deployment 

was a single days's e f f o r t  of 84.5 f l i g h t  hours. 

VA-25 deployed f o r  i t s  f o u r t h  c ru i se  t o  S U S I A  on 1 February 3.969 

aboa r d  US$ TICONDEROGA (cyfA-Ih) . 
During the  5' months on Yankee S ta t ion  and i n  the  Sea of Japan, V A - d  

dropped 2,200,000 pounds of ordnance and flew 1115 s o r t i e s  aga ins t  the  enemy. 

The four th  and f i n a l  l i n e  period on Yankee S ta t ion  saw unparal leled 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y  of the  B7B weapons system when VA-25 p i l o t s ,  

i n  33 f l y i n g  days, es tabl ished a mark of 1650 f l i g h t  hours i n  s o r t i e s  aga ins t  

the enemy. P i l o t s  averaged b e t t e r  than 92 hours i n  the a i r  during t h i s  

period. A well earned rest was t h e i r  reward upon re turning t o  NAS Lemoore, 

on 18 September 1969. 
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After a month stand down, the  Squadron s t a r t c d  its t r a n s i t i o n  t r a i n i n g  

t o  the  newest version of the Corsair  I1 - the  A-7 nEckolt. The A-'j'E has 

an advanced avionics  system unparal leled i n  the Navy t o  d3te. I t ' s  computer 

and i n e r t i a l  measuring s e t  a r e  s imi la r  t o  the gear used on the Apollo moon 

f l i g h t s .  

By mid-December, VA-25 had relinquished i t s  l a s t  $-?Be Meanwhile, 

the  p i l o t s  were going through a t r a n s i t i o n  syl labus  wi th  VA-122. Most 

were completed by Christmas. 

I n  e a r l y  February, CDR FRED ORRIK flew t o  Dallas t o  receive VA-25's 

first "EchoH, I n  t h e  fo l louing weeks the o the r  13 a i r c r a f t  were del ivered 

from the LTV fac tory .  The Squadron commenced its pre-deployment t r a i n i n g  

cycle + 

CDR BILL WHEAT, former 03 of the Blue Angels, Joined the  Squadron 

a s  the prospecitve new XO when C??R HUMPHRaS took over the  helm. 

May 1970 saw the  "Fis t  of the F l e e t n  f l y i n g  t o  NAAS FALLON f o r  a 2-week 

detachment. Af ter  working the bugs out of the radars  and computers, vA-25 

proved the  Echo' s bombing s u p e r i o r i t y  by placing the majori ty of the  bombs 

dropped wi th in  50 f e e t  of the  t a rge t .  

CDR HUMP HUYPHREYS re l ieved CDR FRED ORRXK i n  change of command ceremonies 

26 June 1970. CDR ORFUK l e f t  t o  j o i n  CARDIVNINE s t a f f  in San Diego. The 

men and pilots under CDR HUWHREYS tutilege became known a s  wM7MPls HACKERSn 

VA-2s showed its readiness i n  Ju ly  1970 with a 93 A m T  grade. After- 

wards job changes were made and LCPR ED STEWART took over a s  Operations 

Officer and LCDR BOB CASTLE moved down t o  Maintenance. 

It was during the Squadronl s FXLLON d e t  i n  August t h a t  LT DUANE STARR 

e jec ted  from h i s  a i r c r a f t  i n  a s teep bombing run. The speed (600 kts.) 

e j e c t i o n  was successful,  b u t  LT STARR received mult iple l e g  and shoulder 

f r a c t u r e s  a s  a r esu l t .  He was resoued and sent  t o  Balboa Naval Hospital 
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i n  San Diego t o  recuperate. Being so c lose  t o  dep rryment, LT STARR was 

t r ans fe r red  from the Squadron and replaced by LCD3 BILL CXTLE'"T from 

VA-12 2. 

VA-25 completed i t s  shakedown c r u i s e  on the USS RANGER ( c v A - ~ ~ )  

off Southern CalLfornia i n  l a t e  September. The Squadron received the  

highest OX grade of any of the  Attack and F i g h t e r  Squadrons about - a 93. 

The ship pulled i n t o  San Francisco on the 5 t h  of October f o r  a 3 

week Stand-dawn before deployment t o  HESTPAC Oc t 27, 1970. 


