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Amlac;: S~~IL'-.;BON S I ~ Q Y - F ~  (VA-65 ) 
C.Zd OF FLEET POST OFFICE 
SAW 3'RANCI ;GO, C A A I ~ ~ F O ~ ~ I A  

P a r t  1. 

1. Phys ica l  movement of Unit :  

a.  The squadron war; based aboard the U.S.3, V 2 4 U Y  FOi3GX (m-45)  
u n t i l  29 :mrch, 1951 f o r  duty i n  Fa r  & s t e r n  buaters. 

b. From 29 hiarch t o  9 June, 1951 xe were bbsed aboard the  U.S,S. 
P l - l I m P I a  Sai  (CV-47) f o r  continued duty  i n  Far  Las t e rn  d a t e r s .  

c. On 9 June, 1951 t h e  s 4u~dron  disembarked from t h e  D.3.S. 
P H I ~ P k ~ ~ d  LA (CV-47) t o  be based ashore 3t N.A.S. Alameda, Ca l i fo rn i a .  

2. h o r t t m t  changss i n  t m z  and number of a i r c r a f t  on board: 

a .  At t h e  beginning of t h e  perioi7 t h e  squ-dron was c o ~ p o s e d  of 
twenty ( 20) AD-2 and two ( 2 )  AD-4.4 a i rc l -a f t  . 

b. On 20 Jznu~ry me t r - n s f e r r s d  two ( 2 )  AD-2 a i r c r a f t .  
c. On 30 Januzry w e  r , r e i v z d  two ( 2 )  *'11>-4 replacement a i r c r a f t .  
d. On 6 &rch ;<,re t r ans fe r - ed  one (1) .19-49 due t o  b a t t l e  damage. 
5. On 7 &rch we rece ived  ona (1) replacement AD-4 a i r c r a f t .  
f .  an  2 1  Z r c h  l o s t  one (1) AD-42  due t o  enemy a c t i o n .  
g. On 2 8  Ekrch we t r a n s f e r  e d  one (1) AD-2 due t o  deck acc ident .  
h. On 31 &rch  we rece ived  one (1) r e p l a c e m n t  AD&$ a i r c r a f t ,  
i . On 1 A p r i l  7 e rece ived  ona ( 1) r e p l a c e m n t  AD-4 a i r c r a f t .  
j. On 16 A p r i l  l o s t  one (1) / L D - ~  due t o  enemy a c t i o n  Class A. 
k. On 25 A p r i l  l o s t  one (1) AC-2 due t o  combat a c c i d m t  Class A. 
1. On 5 ~ ~ i a y  we t ransfer - -ed  two ( 2 )  SD-2 Jue  t o  b a t t l e  damage Class  B. 

On 5 :Jay .tie t r a n s f e r r e d  one (1) -D-4 ue  t o  deck acc ident  Class  B. 
m. On 11 ;day $-e r sce ived  tb~o ( 2 )  replacement ".D-3 a i r c r a f t .  

On 11 Lay r.e received one (1) replacement D-4 a i r c r a f t .  
n. On 14 day we r e c e i v x l  one ( 1) replacement ' ' - 3  a i r c r a f t .  

On 14 ;.lay e ref.eived one (1) reylacement :D-4 a i r c r a f t .  
o . On 30 &kLy v:e t r a n s f e r r e d  t-:lo ( 2 ) iZD-4 a i r c r a f t  from U.2 . S. BOXER 

t o  VA-702. 
On 30 i&y we tr%nc;f?rred t o ( 2 )  - .J-2 ~ i r c r s f t  from IT,S..J. BoxdB 

t o  Vii-702. 
p .  On 1 June wa trtiinsf rreri one ( 1) LA-44 a i r c r a f t  t o  -'TSCiGI FfiSFIOIv 11. 

Gn 1 June ive t r a n s f 2 r r e d  one ( 1) id-4 a i r c r a f t  t o  hTSUG1 ~ ' A S R O M  11. 
Gn 1 June we t :ansf?r~.ed t h r e e  ( 3 )  Ail-3 a i r c r a f t  t o  >.TSUGI F A 3 0 N  11. 
On 1 Junc . \ e  t r a n s f e r r e d  eleven (11) -AD-2 a i r c r a f t  t o  iiTSUGI F-lSRON 11. 

q. On 9 June , b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  two ( 2 )  AD-4 a i r c r a f t  t o  IbIL S M  f o r  ~ i ~ ~ O l 1  7.  
r .  On 16  June we rece ived  two ( 2 )  A d - 2  a i r c r a f t .  



ATTACK SQU"l0N SIXTY-FIVE: ( Wl -65 ) 
C~UiE OF F W T  POST OFFICE 
SAN FFL4NCI J C O ,  CflUFOIWIC, 

P e r t  11 
DECLASSlFlED 

Narra t ive  

f .January 1951 t o  1 February 1951 

Af t e r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  Hungnam evacuat ion  i n  l a t e  December 1950, we 
s tood by u n t i l  t h e  Communist Forces beg~tn the second phase o f  t h e i r  Winter 
of fens ive  on New Year 's Day 1951. Then t h e  squadron began f l y i n g  a moderate 
schedule of c l o s e  a i r  support t o  cover our r e t r e a t i n g  fo rces .  Upon landing  
a f t e r  a combat mission on 3 January Lnsign E.J. FJClEiX, USN, bounced a f t e r  
a wheels landing ,  f l o a t e d  i n t o  t h e  a f t e r  gun mount and completely sheared 
t h e  s t a rboa rd  wing. Although t h i s  was probably t h e  worst and most specta-  
c u l a r  deck c r a s h  of t h e  e n t i r e  c r u i s e ,  it r e s u l t e d  i n  no i n j u r i e s  t o  t h e  
p i l o t .  On the  same day ans ign  Clarke Nash wzs involved i n  a minor mid- 
a i r  c o l l i s i o n  with a n  a i r c r a f t  flown by Lieutenant hkur i ce  Beal ieu of VC-35, 
but both a i r c r a f t  m d e  s a f e  landings  wi th  no i n j u r y  t o  personnel .  

On 7 January a t  a formal  ceremony, %dm. OFSITE, Cornmader C a r r i e r  
Div is ion  One, presented  a-yards earned aboard t h e  U.S.S. BOXZR (CT-21) t o  
p i l o t s  of t he  Air  Group and a s soc i a t ed  wits. At t h i s  sane ceremony Cdr. 
Robert rV. RYND, USN, r e l i e v e d  Cdr. Donald 1:I. iQIITE, UEX, as Commander, 
C a r r i e r  Ai r  Group T'iJO. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  misrlion of c lo se  a i r  support t h e  squadron a l s o  made 
numerous s t r i k e s  upon b r idges  and o t h e r  key t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t a r g e t s  and 
f lew s e v e r a l  s a r t i e s  o f  armed reconnaissance i n  search  of t a r g e t s  o f  
opportuni ty.  

On 19 January we departed t h e  Task Force f o r  Sasebo, Japan and a t e n  
day period of r e c r e a t i o n  f a r  a l l  hands. 

1 February 1951 t o  1 March 1951 

The VALUY FOLIGE wi th  VA-65 aboard re turned  t o  t he  opera t ing  a r e a  on 
1E 'ebruary  and imnediately resumed i t s  schedule of c l o s e  air suppor t ,  b r idge ,  
and reconnaissance misqions. hea ther  proved t o  b e  a de t r imen ta l  f a c t o r  i n  ca r ry -  
i n g  out  our  scheduled missions dur ing  t h i s  per iod;  but  w e  overcame t h i s  problem 
on one occassion when t h e  VALLLY FORGE proceeded t o  a c l e a r  a r e a  south of Pusan 
an3 launched missions des t ined  f o r  t h e  f r o n t  l i n e s ,  which were then  nea r  Osan 
on t h e  ;vest Coast. 



ATTACK SQUDriON SI;;TY-FIVIi (VA-65 ) 
CPILc, OF P ~ A T  POr3 OFFICE 
SAN FRA;SCISZO, SAUFO- 

P a r t  11 DECUSS\F\ED 
( continued ) 

liarrat i v e  

On 1 5  FebruaLy a squadron ordnancemn,  J .L. PEICX, AN,  USN, was 
i n j u r e d  i n  t he  foot  by a 20 mi l l imater  p r o j e c t i l e  f i r e d  from a n  AD-4N. 
The a i r c r a f t  w a s  m k i n g  a wheels up landing on t h e  f l i g h t  deck due t o  
a complets hy5raul ic  f a i l u r e .  PRICE was engaged i n  working on an a i r c ~ a f t  
spot ted  forward st the time of t h e  acc iden t .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  doc t r ine  
gov2rning proceedures  t o  b.-. followed i n  case  of hydrau l i c  t r o u b l e s  wh i l e  
car-ying l i v e  ammunition was r ev i sed  t o  he lp    re vent t h e  f u t u r e  reoccurrance 
of such a i nc iden t .  

On February 2 Ensign C.O. KITCIiCOCX. neglec ted  t o  drop h i s  t a i l  hook 
f o r  a landing ,  a n  ope:.stion t h c t  most ?eople consider  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  
succes f u l  c a r r i e r  f l y i n g .  H i s   ist take was a l s o  overlooked by t h e  Ianding 
S igna l  Off icer .  The r e s u l t ,  of course ,  ms a b a r r i e r .  

Gn 26 E'ebruery t h e  sh ip  dep-sted t h e  Task Force bound f o r  Yokosukh and 
anoth(3r a e r i o d  of  r e c r e a t i o n  cLnd r e p l ? n i s h s n t  of  s i r c r ~ f t  . Cn 27 Peb-u ry, 
1Qd.n. A.C. d.rdN, C o m n i e r  C a r r i a r  Div is ion  One, p r ~ s e n t e d  a-var s t o  the 
p i l o t s  2nd cre:n: :if A i r  Group Two f a r  m r i t o r i o u s  p z r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  combat 
operet  i o n s  aga ins t  t h e  enemy. 

1 l~iarch 1951 t o  1 A p r i l  i951  

On 11 ii8hrch nTe aga in  departed Yokosuka f o r  "Old P o i n t  Oboe", where, 
according t o  t he  most r e l i a b l e  s c u t t l e b u t ,  a huge a i r b a s e  wi th  s i x  thouspnd 
f o o t  runways w i l l  soon be b u i l t  from used co f fee  grounds, ammunition boxes, 
and d i  acarded r o  ckat cases .  

(In 5 1  alarch Ansign John ti. W K ,  l J S l i ,  made a n  em3rgency landing a t  
vJonju ai r f i e l d  a f t e r  h i s  hyciraulic pump caught f i l ' e  i n  f l i g h t .  On the  same 
day i t  ( j@)  dex A. BaGLSJND, U S t  was h i t  by a n t i - a i r c r a f t  f i r e  near  l . b s a n ,  
causing t h e  20 mi l l ime te r  m u n i t i o n  remaining i n  h i s  wings t o  ca t ch  f i r e  
and explode. Despi te  c o q l e t e  r a d i o  f a i l u r e  and over one hundred shrapnel  
h o l e s  i n  h i s  wings, he executed a wheels up landing at Seoul  a i r f i e l d ,  
which had been r e t aken  from the  e n m y  only  a few days before.  He was 
unin jured  i n  t h e  c rash  landing a n d  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  VALUY FOE1Gd s e v e r a l  
days l a t e r .  
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Part .  11 
(continued) 

Narrative 

A s  an i n t e r e s t i ng  s ide l igh t  t o  t he  above incident ,  Lt ( jg) 
BERGLUND had a crewman with him a t  t he  the, a Pr iva te  PIERCE, 
UWC,  who was attached t o  RAdm E3'VENts s t a f f .  Pvt .  PIERCE had 
recent ly  been accept-ed f o r  f l i g h t  t ra in ing ,  and because he had . 
never before flown i n  an a i r c r a f t ,  RAdm ENEN requested t h a t  he 
be taken f o r  a r i d e  andnshown t h e  ropesn. On t h i s  f l i g h t ,  h i s  
f i r s t ,  he received a oatapal t  shot, was shot up by an t i - a i r c r a f t  
f i r e ,  and experienced a wheels-up landing. Upon r e tu rn  t o  the  
ship a f t e r  h i s  shor t  s t ay  i n  Korea, Pvt .  PIWCE expressed an 
even g rea t e r  des i r e  than before t o  l ea rn  t o  f l y .  

On Maroh 26 t he  U.S.S. BOXER (CV-21) ar r ived with Car r ie r  
A i r  Group 101 aboard t o  r e l i eve  t h e  VAUEY FORGE and Carr ier  
A i r  Group Eleven, which was a t  the  time aboard the  U.S.S. 
PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47) . Also on 26 March, RAdm E. C. EWEN, 
Commander Carr ier  Division One presented add i t iona l  awards t o  
the squadron p i l o t s  for pa r t i c ipa t ion  i n  combat operation i n  
Korea. 

Carr ier  A i r  Group Eleven was scheduled t o  r e tu rn  t o  the 
United S t a t e s  aboard the  VALLEY FORGE whik Carr ier  A i r  Group 
TWO was t o  continue operat ions from the  PHILIPPINE SEA. On 28 
March during the  attempted flyaway t r a n s f e r  of a i r c r a f t  from 
one ship  t o  another while running very heavy seas,  an F9F from 
W-111 rammed through the  b a r r i e r s  and crashed in to  the  a i r c r a f t  
spotted forward, causing "Bn damage t o  one of our squadron's 
a i r c r a f t  and a rudder change on another. An addi t ional  f i v e  of 
our squadron a i r c r a f t  received minor damage when t h e i r  mooring 
cables  snapped due t o  t h e  badly pi tching deck. I n  l i g h t  of these  
incidents  t he  flyaway was promply cancelled and the  t r a n s f e r  was 
completed i n  por t  a t  Yokosuka. 

On 29 March we completed our t r ans fe r  of squadron equipment 
and personnel from the  VALLEY FORGE t o  the  PEILIPPINE SEA, and 
on 30 March we had the  unhappy experience of watching t he  VALLEY 
FORGE s a i l  f o r  horns. However a l l  f ee l i ngs  of s e l f -p i ty  were 
soon overwhelmed by t h e  t a sk  of ge t t i ng  s e t t l e d  aboard our new 
ai rbase  and ge t t i ng  acquainted with our new shipmates-to-be. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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Par t  11 
( continued ) 

l iarrat  ive 

1 Apr i l  1951 t o  1 May 1951 

we departed Yokosuka aboard the  PHIIXPPINE SEA on Apr i l  2nd f o r  the 
o2erating a r ea  n i t h  t he  Flag of Commander Seventh F lee t  aboard. l e  began 
operations anew on the f i f t h  with the norr famil iar  coxbination of close 
a i r  support, bridge and armed reconnaissance miscions being flown. On 8 
Apr i l  the en t i r e  f l e e t  departed t h e  Korean Area bound f o r  Formosa in a 
move designed t o  give the Chinese Nat ional is t  government confidence i n  
our pledge o f  support. On 9 Apr i l  the squadron and Air  Group conducted 
an exercise  t o  determine the  effect iveness  of napalm spread on water and 
t o  give the ship ' s  gunnery department p rac t i ce  i n  the t racking of an e r r a t i c  
t a rge t .  

On Apr i l  11th the squadron and A i r  Group flew a maximum e f f o r t  parade 
?long t he  China Coast from Foochow t o  Amoy f o r  purposes of reconnaissance. 
On 13 Apr i l  the squadron and A i r  Group p r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a parade over t he  
is land of Formosa. CDR. 2t.ii. PHILLIPS, TEN, commanding o f f i c e r  of the 
squadron, f lew VAdm. B,ikRTIN t o  Tai-pae, Formosa f a r  a conference with high 
o f f i d i a l s  of the Chinese Nat ional is t  Government. 

Apr i l  16th found us agqin a t  Point  Obos off the  Xast Cwst of Korea. 
It was on t h i s  day t h s t  mS. EUNOOD E. BKZY, USN, w 8 s  h i t  by an t i - a i r c r a f t  
f i r e  near Pa-up, west of iionsan. The a i r c r a f t  crashed with a f u l l  load of 
bombs and exploded on impact. KO evidence of a successful  bailout  w a s  
observed by the accompanying ~ i l o t s ,  aIld it i s  a-sumed t h a t  ENS. EBZY was 
k i l l ed  i n  the crash and explosion. However, pending fu r t he r  evidence, he 
is l i s t e d  as l.;issing i n  Action. 

On 18 Apr i l  the Group and sriuadron conducted what was perhaps i t s  most 
spectacular s ing le  operation. In te l l igence  had located and pinpointed i n  
Iiamhung the headquarters of a Chinese army, and we were out t o  bomb each 
headquarters building u n t i l  t o t a l  des t ruct ion was obtained. The s t r i k e  
was conducted on a semi-coordinated ba s i s  with a t a c t i c a l  air con t ro l l e r  
d i rec t ing  each incoming f l i g h t  t o  t he  best avai lable  t a rge t  and c a l l i n g  
i n  a spec ia l  group of a i r c r a f t  f o r  anti-eiircraf t suppression when needed. 
The A i r  Group flew more than 140 s o r t i e s  t h a t  day with VA-65 f l y ing  4 1  of 
them. O u r  squadron dro.ped and f i r e d  an  estimated 184,000 pounds of ordnance 
i n  t ha t  s ingle days operation. 
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( continued) 
Narrative 

On Apr i l  25 while f l y ing  near Chlorwon on a close a ir  support missioo, 
mS D.S. ,S.AUMCiEilS and &( jg)  C.S. Pf;RKER were involved on a mid a i r  co l l i s i on  
tha t  t o r e  away 4 1/2 f e e t  of SNS. SAUNI)ERS por t  vuing t i p  and extensively 
damaged the starboard f l a p  and wing on the a i r c r a f t  flown by L t ( j g )  P-. 
Both landed a t  Seoul A i r f i e l d .  Lt ( jg) PfIHKLR made an  uneventful l a d i n g  
and a f t e r  emergency r epa i r s  was able  t o  f l y  back t o  the  PHIUFPINE SEA and 
land aboard. Rovrever, ENS. SAUNDEHS overshot t h e  shor t  runway on a necessar i ly  
f a s t  landing and was forcea  t o  r e t r a c t  h i s  landing gear and complete the 
landing wheels up. He was uninjured i n  the  crash-landing and returned t o  the 
ship severa l  days l a t e r .  

1 May 1951 t o  1 June 1951 

The ship departed the operating area  f o r  Yokosuka , Japan on 4 May f o r  
a much needed r e s t  a f t e r  the heavy f l y i n g  of t he  previous month. On &y 15  
a f t e r  repl.=cing the  a i r c r a f t  losses  of P ~ p r i l ,  we departed Yokosuka f o r  what 
we hoped would be our last operating period before being re l ieved by the  
U.S.S. BON HOEdIOlE RICHARD ( CV-31). We continued our operations a s  before, 
concentrating t h i s  time on armed reconnaissance. On 19 May Lt ( jg) RSX 2. 
BEElGLX3ND h i t  the ba r r i e r s  a f t e r  engaging a l a t e  wire on landing. 

During a two day period,  28-29 ihy ,  a t o t a l  of f i v e  seperate missions 
of eight t o  t en  a i r c r a f t  each were di rected t o  h i t  a pa r t i cu l a r  r idge near 
I n  je ,  two of these  f l i g h t s ,  led by LCIIR, ROY P. GEE and it  ( jg) ETJGEWE: J. 
CiUW.OLL, being from our squadron. After  our l a s t  f l i g h t  h i t  the  r idge on 
the afternoon of the  29th, our troops began moving up t o  occupy it from 
the south. We received a repor t  on the 30th s t a t i n g  t ha t  over one thousand 
Communist dead wzre counted on the r idge by our troops a f t e r  it was taken 
without f i r i n g  a s ingle  shot. 

On 29 Lky' the BON H O h U  IIIQ,ARD arr ivad a t  Point  Oboe, and on the 30th 
we s e t  course toward Yokosuka and San Francisco. Before leaving we t ransferred 
four of our bes t  a i r c r a f t  t o  VA-702 aboard the  B O m .  
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Pa r t  11 
( continued ) 

Xarrat ive 

1 June 1951 t o  1 July 1951 

We flew s ixteen of our remaining eighteen a i r c r a f t  from the  PHILIPPIESE 
S i A  t o  US Atsugi, Japan on 1 June f o r  t r an s f e r  t o  the  FASRon 11 pool. 7Je 
ar-ived i n  port  a t  Yokosuka the aftarnoon of 1 June and departed the  next 
afternoon f o r  a non-stop speed run t o  San Francisco. 

On 9 June exactly a t  high noon we emerged f romthe  fog  shrouding the  
Golden Sa te  i n t o  the  br ight  sunshine of inner San Fraic isco Bay. Awaiting 
us  was a tremendous welcome home reception,  and when we docked a t  A l m d a  
the  p i e r  was crowded with wives, r e l a t i v e s  and f r i ends  who were a h s t  a s  
happy a s  we were. Air Group T'dO and VA-65 was home again. Th i s  tW we 
hoped t o  s t ay  a l i t t l e  longer than before. 

For the  remainder of June we enjoyed the f i u i t s  of  l i b e r t y  and home 
viith only a skeleton fo rce  of personnel not on leave. On 2 1  June we received 
two AD-2 a i r c r a f t  f o r  f l i g h t  proficency alnd a l s o  began preparations f o r  our 
prospective move t o  AW, Santa 2osa. 
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P a r t  111 
Appendices 

1. Number of acc iden t s  and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n :  

a. Number of acc idents  - 9 
b. Personal  i n j u r i e s  - one A ( f a t a l ) ;  eight D (no i n j u r y )  
o. Mater ia l  damage - 4A; 5B 

2, Changes i n  Personnel:  

a, January: 
(1) O f f i c e r s  repor ted  aboard - 0 
( 2 )  Off icers 'de tached - 0 
(3) En l i s t ed  repor ted  aboard - 5 
(4)  E n l i s t e d  detached - 7 
(5) T o t a l  complement - 29 o f f i c e r s ,  147 e n l i s t e d  men 

b, February: 
(1) O f f i c e r s  repor ted  aboard - 0 
( 2 )  O f f i c e r s  detached - 1 
(3) E n l i s t e d  men repor ted  aboard - 1 
(4)  En l i s t ed  men detached - 0 
(5)  T o t a l  complement - 28 o f f i c e r s ,  148 e n l i s t e d  men 

c. March: 
(1) O f f i c e r s  repor ted  aboard - 0 
( 2 )  O f f i c e r s  detached - 1 
(3) E n l i s t e d  reported aboard - 5 
( 4 )  E n l i s t e d  detached - 8 
(5)  To ta l  complement - 27 o f f i c e r s ,  145 e n l i s t e d  men 

d, April :  
(1) Off ice r s  repor ted  aboard - 0 
(2)  O f f i c e r s  detached - 1 
(3) E n l i s t e d  men repor ted  aboard - 0 
(4)  E n l i s t e d  men detached - 0 
(5) T o t a l  complement - 26 o f f i c e r s ,  145 e n l i s t e d  men - 8 ENCLOSURE (1) 
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P a r t  111 
(continued) 

App endi ce s 

I e. Iky:  
(1) Officers  reported aboard - 0 
( 2 )  Officers  detached - 0 
(3)  Xnlisted men reported aboard - 3 
( 4 )  Enl is ted  men detached - 6 
(5)  T o t a l  complement .- 26 o f f i c e r s ,  142 e n l i s t e d  men 

f. June: 
(1) Off ice r s  reported aboard - O 
( 2 )  Officers  detached - 4 
(3) Enl is ted  laen reported aboard - 3 
(4) Enl is ted  men detached - 5 
( 5 )  T o t a l  complemnt - 26 o f f i c e r s ,  140 e n l i s t e d  msn 

3. Hours flown m d  c a r r i e r  landings: 

a. January : 
(1) Hours flown - 714.6 
( 2 )  Carr ier  landings - 202 

b. February: 
(1) Hours flown - 812.8 
( 2 )  Car r i e r  landings - 226 

c. March: 
(1) Bours flown - 583.2 
( 2 ) Carr ie r  landings - 182 

d .  Apr i l :  
(1) Hours flown - 1346.7 
( 2 )  Car r i e r  landings - 420 

e. Bky: 
( 1) Hours flown - 1083.1 
( 2 )  Carr ie r  landings - 337 

f. June : 
(1) Xiours flown - 57.1 
( 2 )  Carr ier  landings - 9 
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P a r t  111 
(continued)  

Appendices 

4, A Summary of our Korean Service: 

T h i s  squadron, a s  a u n i t  of C a r r i e r  A i r  Group TlnX) spent 
a t o t a l  of seven months i n  a oombat opera t iona l  s t a t u s ,  crossed 
t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean four  t jmes  and served aboard t h r e e  Essex c l a s s  
c a r r i e r s  between 24 August 1950 and 9 June 1951. Since 1 August 
1950 t h e  squadron received and t r a n s f e r r e d  a t o t a l  of 65 a i r c r a f t  
including AD models 2,3,4, and 4Q. Seventeen hundred and e ighteen  
missions were flown between 15 September 1950 and 30 May, 1951 i n  
our squadronst a i r c r a f t ,  of which number 1645 were o f fens ive  
combat missions t o t a l i n g  5583 combat hours. S ix teen  hundred of 
t h e s e  combat missions were flown by squadron p i l o t s .  

Our t o t a l  tonnage of ordnance expended, not  including 20 mm. 
ammunition, was 3126.4 tons.  Th i s  f i g u r e  inc ludes  1762 napalm - 
bombs, 2816 a i r c r a f t  rockets ,  8740 fragmentation bombs, 295 one 
t o n  G.P. bombs, 807 ha l f  t o n  G.P. bombs and 1143 f i v e  hundred 
pound G.P. bombs. 

A s  a r e s u l t  of our many migrat ions from sh ip  t o  ship and a i r  
s t a t i o n  t o  a i r  s t a t i o n  during t h e  p a s t  yea r ,  we have a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  
dubbed ourse lves  "The Carpetbaggersn. It is  a nickname we w i l l  
long remember, 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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Ser: 01-52 

1 January 1952 - 
SECURITY J E d ' O W I O '  

$roar Commanding Officer 
To: Chief of  Naval Operations (bviation Iliatory Unit 0p-5198) 

Subj: Squadron History Supplement Bo 17 

~ e f :  (a) ACL 18-49 

Encl: (1 )  Squadron Hietory Supplement No 1 7  for period 1 July 1951, 
to 31 December 1951 

1. In accordance with reference (a) enclosure (1)  i e  submitted herewith. 



1. Commanding Officers and dates o f  command8 

a, Commander R. W. PHILLIPS - 3 February 1950 to 31 duguet 1951 
b. Commander GOBDOM A. SHEHWOOD - 31 M a t  to present 

2. Physical movement of unit: 

a. 1 July - temperarily baeed ashore a t  the U. S, Naval A i r  
Station, Alzuneda, California 

b. 11 July - temporarily baaed ashore at the Naval Auxiliary 
Landing Field, Santa Rona, Callfsrnia 

c, 30 September - detachsent deployed te  the Naval Auxiliary 
Landing Field, Tallon, Nevada f o r  qurrlif icat ion exertiees 

d. 13 October - detachment returned to the Naval Auxiliary 
Landing Field, Santa Rosa, California 

e, 25 Eovember - rguadron deployed t o  Naval A i r  Stetion, San 
Diego, California f o r  car r ier  qualification aboard USS BOXER (CV-21) 

f .  15 December - squadren returned t o  the Naval Auxiliary 
Land.ing Field, Santa Rosa, California, and reeumed eperat ions 

g. 1 6  December - detachment of a i r c ra f t  and pi la ta  deployed ts 
lava1 Auxiliazcg Lading Field, Fallon, Nevada, f o r  further weapons 
qual if icat  ions 

h. 22 December - detachment returned from the Naval duxiliarg 
Landing Field, Fallon, Wev~.da. 

3. Ohangee in  type a d  nnmber of a i rcraf t  on board: 

1 July - 4 -2 and 1 AIL3 attached 
1 3  July - received 2 AD-2 
17 July - received 1 AD-3 
9 August - received 1 AD-2 
5 September - received 5 AD-2 
6 September - transferred 10 AD-2 and 2 ATk3 
7 September - received 13 AD-1 
1 3  September - received 1 -4 
13 September - AD-1 Strike 
21 September - received 1 AD-4 
28 September - received 2 AIL4 
8 October - received 1 AD-4 
16 Octgber - received 1 bD-4 
26 October - recefved 1 a 4  
15 December - received f i r e t  ef new A,D==4 
17 December - received 4 more new BD-4 
19 December - received 6th A D 4  

ENCLOSURE (1) 



DECLASSIFIED 
SECURITY INFOIUUI! ION 

Part I1 

After returning from a tour of duty in Korean watere the squad- 
ron was temporarily based ashore at ths Naval A i r  Station, dlameda, 
California. Leave periode were immediately established with 50% of 
the off icera and men on leave during each period. With only f ive  
a i r c r a f t  aseigned at the beginning of  the period a minimum of f lying 
was done, Due to the large tnm-over of p i l o t s ,  f lying conainted 
primarily of familiarization f l ights .  On 11 July, A i r  Oroup ' N O  
was transferred to the Naval Auxiliary Landing Field, Santa Boas, 
California. 

1 Atlguat - 31 August 1 9 s :  

With only nine a i r c ra f t  aboard and peraannel on leeve, 0psra.t ions 
were a t  ill conducted a t  a minimum. Ground training hours increased 
for  both men and officers.  Fifteen men were sent TAD to  the Ordnall~ce 
School at the Naval A i r  Station, San Diego, California, and thir teen 
of f icers  attended the A i r  Support School, A large percent of the 
of f icers  completed the Inutrument $1 ight Training Detachlaant Syllabus 
at the Xavd A i r  Station, blameda, California. Cormnsnder Gordon A. 
Sherwood reported aboard 17 Augmt 1951 to a88u~ne duties as a0BtIWdirW 
Officer, relieving Conunandet B, W. Phill ipe of command, Change of 
command ceremonies were conducted on 3l Auguat 1951. 

1 September - 30 September 1951: 

With eighteen aircraf t  assigned during t h i r  period, f l i g h t  
operations increased greatly. A f l i g h t  training syllabus was se t  
up to  expedite maximum squadron readineea. During th i s  period, the 
equadron flew 434 hours, and our readiness jumped to 18 percent per 
p i lo t .  This was a credi t  to our maintenance department as we exper- 
ienced a marked increase in maintenance problems with the assignment 
of d a l e .  On 13 September Lieutenant ( jg)  Be C. Messerschmitt w a s  
k i l l ed  in crash while participating in  simulated dive bombing exerciees. 

1 October - 31 October 1951: 

A detachment of a i r c ra f t  and p i l o t s  were deployed t o  the laval  
Auxiliary Landing Field, Fallon, Nevada, fo r  two weeks. Operation8 
consisting of weapons qualif icstion doubled our readiness over the 
l a s t  period. Upon the return of the Pallon detachment, night f lying 



7 
SCURI'PP WORMAT ION 

Part  I1 (Cont) 

Narrative 

1 October - 31 October 1951 (cont): 

end f i e l d  carr ier  landing practice became top pr ior i ty  on the f l igh t  
schedule a t  the end of the period ten p i l o t s  were qualified in NLP 
and 55 percent of the pi lot8 were ready to begin night FCLP. We 
also had 80 percent of our pi lotn holding val id instrument ratings. 

1 November -. 30 November 1951: 

Bad weather begm to cut dovn operations. Over one hundred hourn 
were l o s t  due to adverse weather. We did, however, complete f i e l d  
carr ier  qualif icetions and on 25 November tb equadron Was deployed 
to the Xaval A i r  Station North Island a t  San Diego, California, f o r  
a three week period of carr ier  qualifications while at San Diego, we 
continued night f i e l d  carr ier  practice and refresher day f i e l d  
landings. Continued inclement weather hampered qualifications which 
were conducted aboard the USS BOXER (CV-21). We did qualify f i f teen  
~ i l o t s  during th i e  first week; bringing o w  to ta l  squadron readiness 
t o  39 percent. 

1 December - 31 December 1951: 

The squadron cantinnad car r ier  qualifications fo r  two weeks 
from Borth Ialmd. Qualifications were hampered greatly because 
we were operating from Borth Island and were often grounded by 
weather. We were originally to have conducted night carr ier  qual- 
i f  ications, but barely completed day qualifications for  a l l  p i l o t  
during the three week period. This condition Wae brought about 
mainly by lack of Winda mad favorable seas in the ships operating 
areas. Upon return to the Naval b u ~ i l b r y  Landing Field, Santa 
Roaa, California, a second detachment Was deployed to tbe Baval 
Auxiliary Landing Field, Fallon, Nevada, f o r  further weapons qual- 
if ications, While a t  Fallon, Eneign E. J. Richter was k i l led  in 
an dl)-1 crash, while participating in  practice bombing exercises. 
Personnel desiring leave over Holidey eeaaon were granted f i v e  to  
ten days. Ths end of th i s  six month period found us 45 pereent 
combat ready. 



SECURITY I.Xb'OWT lO11 

Part I11 (Cont) 

1. Rumber of sccidente and classification, 

a. Number of accidents - 4 - P, K, B, B 
b. Personal injur ies  - 2 - A, d 
c, Material damage - 4 0, 0, A, A 

2. Change in  Personnel 

a. July: 
(1) Officers reported aboard - 11 
( 2  Officers detached - 3 
( 3  1 Enlisted men reported aboard - 4 
(4) Enlisted men detached - 5 
(5) Total flomplement - 169 

b. August: 
(1) Officers reported aboard - 3 
(2) Off icere detached - 2 
(3) Enlisted men reported aboard - 3 
(4) Enlisted men detached - 5 
(5) Total Complement - 168 

c, September: 
(1) Off icars  reported aboard - 3 
(2) Officers detached - 10 
(3) Enlisted men reported aboard - 0 
(4) Enlisted men detsched - 3  
(5) T o t d  Complement - 158 

d, October: 
(1)  Officers reported aboard - I1 
(2) Officers de5z2Md - 2 
(3) Enlisted men reported aboard - 6 
(4) Enlisted men detached - 6 
(5) T o t &  Complement - 167 

e. Rovember: 
(I) Officers ~e-ported aboard - 0 
(2) Officers detached - 0 
(3) Enliated men reyorted aboard - 14 
(4) Enlisted men detached - 6 
(5) Total Complement - 175 

f, Deceaber: 
(1) Officers reported aboard - 0 
(2) Officers detached - 3 
(3) Enliated men reported aboard - 27 
(4) Enlisted men detached - 29 
(5) Total Coqlement - 171 


