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Subj: 1978 Conm~~~d HiS+ory; subkissia~~ of (U) 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12B 1 
(b) COMNAVAIRPAC San Dieg CA 2801182 DEG 78 
(c) C C M A W G P A C  L a n o ~ r e  f CA 0523152 JAN 79 

Encl: (1) Attack Squadron WEIRW-TWD Command History 

1. (U) Bnclosed is A t t a c k  Squa& RRnty-!CWo s 1978 Chamand History, 
submitted in accordancer with refexence (a) and (b). This  command does 
not hold reference (c) . ~ 
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Frw: C01~xl3~ndfw Offioer, qttrarak SqurQim TWENTY-TWO 
To t Chief of Naval OperatAona (OP-09D2) 

Subjt Coxamarid H i a t o ~  OPNAW Report 5 7 5 0 . 1 ~  ~ u b a l a s 2 ~  of (U) 

Refs (a) OPNAVXPJST 5750.1PB 

Enolt , (1) Officer Roster 
( 2 ) CO and -XO BPogragbg 

I s  rubail%lx?d for the period 1 January 197% through 31 ~aoembkr 
1978 

2. LC) C R P o n 0 l 0 ~  

1 January 1978 NAS Lemowa, CA 

21 Narch L978 Nuttlsm Wsapons AcakptQncs Insgaotlon ( W A S )  

13 Apri l  1978 T h i r d  AnnOvereary, Aaoldant Free P l y i n g  

19-30 April 1978 CW-15 FallonaWeapona Wploymant 

6 Suay 1978 CDR 3. D. Grlee relieves CDR L. B. C'a~gil l  

15-28 duly 1978 CW-15 Fallon Weaponar Deploylaent 

21 Julg 1978 CW-13 Bctmblryl; Derblp 

22 AwusL 1978 R c m m  Roqluook 111, dead at  age 7 

7 September 1918 QCXtLATWINQPAC Bmbing; Derby 

13 November - 1 ~ e c h b e r  1878 REFTI;(A 

7-12 December 1978 FLEETEX 1-79 

14 Deoember 1978 Rolaeo Pladcock IV reasived on board 

C L A S S I F I E D  BY OPNAV I A W  ~ E F  ( A )  
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16-  February  1979 

3. ( C )  NARRATIVE: The ligb8$ng Redaoukr; u t ~ t . t . d  tM n r w  p e w  
flying the A-7B Ci;lrraSr 11, apt3 anJoyiw r long turnwound orole 
at  NAS Learoore as they pmprred for a 1979 m l a e .  

With the reorgztnisabion or Cnrrlsr 4lr Y i z q  Bifteam, ~ n d  the 
addition of P-14ta t o  itSs assf~ts ,  %be v w i l l  be deploying 
on the UbS Kit ty  ~ a w k  @IT-63) in the fu we. 

The squadron jmpsd i t a  first major hurdle o f  tB+ yew in 
H A W Q ~  when the Nuclea~ Weapons Aaeeptanee Praapeotl6m wa8 paaasd 
wlth na diasrepahcies. 

The beginning of April saw VA-22 co8lglets 3 gears of seoident 
Pree f l y - .  Later that month C h a  Rsdaoake rPIa h*r s f r t s r  
squadron thcr Shrike6 (VA-94) Pourneyed t o  Fallon, W for e 
weaponrr detaohamnt. Thir nraj b~ svolut lcra -0 very deauandlng 
from tt maln$8Mnee 8tamb@oint witih 306 8a-588 acthrsduled. 
BibE;h%lw Redaocrk malntenanee perrsomml were not only a b l e  t o  
mast t h i a  goal, but ezoeeb it by lame 3x2 indIPidua1 
8or t ls r .  The deployed airdraft we- kept at 905 ~perational 
madinass an6 74P f u l l  r y s C q  eapable, al2owing oguadrara 
p i l o t s  t o  4 ~ ~ ~ 8 0  a grand total  of 322.9 fllght hows. 

VA-22 p i l o t s  ao~cpsxed in 8'1 eventar 4p~Zng %heir a$ay 
in tho Silver State, saaring in Day Dive, Mlght Dive, strafing, 
loft, and laydown dsliveriss, Eva were wun in 62 of tka 8% 
events, with Duo ReCleoalL p l l o k ~ ,  LCDR DIWI CWFOII and L T ( j g )  
Gary vScu~vyH Ricketts winning Ees In a51 5 of *here b a t s g ~ ~ i e 8 ,  
Another outstanding performer at Fallon mu LT Hike Wanderson 
who scored 91 h i t 8  on d nlnglm sCraSlng PW, a aew record for 
NAS Fallon. 

On 6 July CDR J o b  D, Qricrs rellovad ODR -8 B. Cargill 
a8 Comnlandlw Officer o f  the squndron. CDR Jerry D. Palmer 
assumed the d u t b 8  o f  E%eeut$v~ Ofriee~. 

The Pollowing week found the squadron mae again at NAS 
Fallon, W oratering the bulYsaryes duriag arn Aiming Weapons 
Deployment. 

The VA-22 maintenance effort omtinus8 at I t s  out standing 
level  with a 90% up status fqr the Redooak aWfarce and 
squadron pi lo t s  took advanta$+ of t h i r  t o  Fshk up 250 haws 
of flight time, 

Comyexing war completed &A three ctota&orien. Out o f  the 
10 radar bomb oowpex events, nine E ' 8  ware raored, and i n  the 
close air s u ~ p o r t  competitloq, nine Err were also aweulaW out 
of the 10 missions flown. Final ly  ths rquadron 
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in 6 8raroh rntEd reroue 8xarai aa, &n4 ppovSded ~mb8t eseorta 
t o  hefes as they reseuad a dca t en downed &S%ators from the 
elutchai of the enelgg ond the searoh- 4terea-t sun. The 
Redcooks raored an E Zn this asslpex eve&C I b  well. 

~n ~ i r w l n g  Baasbing ~erir;y waa helei on 8% July with VA-22, 
VA-94, VA-95, urd believe It or not, VS-21 acratpsting, Rsdoock 
p i l o t s  took tM planets and systems whiuh %&a VA-22 ntatntmanee 
team provided and went out t o  take three 6ut of four avmts. 
The  Blghting Redcocks wen the b e s t  squadron laydown borabing 
oo~lpetitSon, and LT P h i l  Mill# was thra b e s t  Individual diva 
bomber I n  tha Aiming raorlng a bullssya md a 10 foo t  hit 
on h i 0  ru&rr. 

Tha rdcond weak a% Psllon m a  devo~sb t e  ooordlnated aiming 
rtPlkss agalnrt r%aulatsd tar *Be. CDR John D, Q~iccs,  lea cma 
suah r d d  whioh emp1oy.d aver d air w i n g  arrrat; available in a 30 
plane strike sgainst a rlmulalled armorud celuwn. 

On 22 August tragedy rtruqlc the rquubron. R m o  Rsdeoctk 
111, VA-22 beloved meeot, su oumstsd t o  a l o w  i l lns sa  i n  h i r  
8la.p. He was 7 years old, 8 aura o f  death w.8 attributed t o  
frard, faet living. The noted Rooata~ h i d  in stat;e (Talons 
Up) for a week as the  (rlef strioken squadron oonsidsred options 
t o  dispose of the fowl ~emains. Suggastimr t o  forward Romeo 
to  Colonel SanBer, or %o satapult the frerea cadaver from the 
daok of the USS Kit ty  Hawk (W-63) For one lark f'ligh* m e  
vetoad by higher autho~ltg  . So after rra i ~ r e a s i v e  e ~ e a o n g  
st the NAS L.nmo~as ineinerrtor, Rwwa Rcdeook XI1 was arumate8 
end h i s  aarheo pla~ed In a San lvliguel be- bo%tla. Thar temporary 
rerting place wlJl b. uSili%eb until rsucsh tirrrnb that a prapllrr 
burla1 at sea a m  oeaw with iull nllitory honors. 

The Fighting Redooaks reoc)lved #om8 good newa I n  Awust, 
VA-22 finished seosnd overall on base in the 1977-78 Captain's 
Cup Sports aolspetition. 

On 7 Ssptenrber the COHLAWXNQPAC Bombing Derby Baak place 
wlth Fighting Redeo~k pirot Lq P W l  Mills Ipakiw 1st plase 
in the indivi4ual diva bombin$ scmpetition. TRa aqmdron 
took 4th plaae overall. 

On $he 19th and 20th o f  S+ptmber, VA-22 had a trblpsndoualy 
euooesoful Carrier period oa Oh. USS Iaxingtoa (CYT-16). 
Rs&sorrk pilots launching out +f MAS Kiagrrville, TX sa?kpil& 
66 day trapa md 34 nfght trqs on the LE1[. % ~ r  $he end 01 the 
evolution the Redaoeke had 12 pilots qurlifi 
landings and 9 f ~ r  nlght trap). 
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In Deoember VA-22 suaplaf;ed Its mAssiw plannlnlg repu~rewmtr 
with a grade point arePa&e a t  97.435, the hi@ws$ in the COM%BF- 
WLNQBAC acxanlitnity. 

Rosaso Redeouk fV a f i e r t x  young raWter war weloomed aboahf 
t o  take over the duti+r o f  squadron ntarscsol ma 14 Dectombe~. 

The year ended wi6h the aquadron pre#artng t o  rOwt workups 
for a 1979 eruiae t o  the WeslJern PaaifPa an the USS X i t G y  Hawk 
(cV-63). 

copy to: 
Dlreoto~  of Naval Historl 
CINCPACPLT 
COMNAVAIRPAC (Coda 012) 






