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1. I n  compliance with reference  (a), t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Report 
f o r  t h e  per iod  1 January 1951 t o  31 July 1951 of F i @ t e r  
Squadron SIXTY THREE i s  forwarded herewith. 



HISTORICAL REPORT 

FIGHTER SQXIADROH SIXTY THREE 

1 January 1951 t o  30 June 1951 

LTJG 8. C. MC TAOGART, USNR 



CHRONOLOGY 

1. LCDR Thomas J, BALL, USN, Commanding 1 2  Yebruary 1950 
t o  date .  

2, Figh te r  Squadron SIXTY THREE a t t ached  t o  CARRIER A I R  GROUP 
TWO, under operat  i o n a l  and admin i s t r a t ive  c o n t r o l  of 
Coramander, FLEET AIR ALAMEDA, CO~dWLNDER, AIR  FORCE PACIFIC 
FLEET, 

3, Temporarily based ashore a t  A.L.F. SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA, 

4. 1 Januasy 1951 t o  29 March 1951, temporari ly  based aboard 
t h e  U,S.S,  VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) i n  t h e  Japan Sea, 
29 March 1951 t o  9 June 1951, temporari ly  based aboard t h e  
U. S. S. PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47) i n  t h e  Japan Sea. 
9 June 1951 t o  30 June 1951 temporasily based &shore a t  
N .A. S. ALMEDA, CALIFORNIA, 

5. Mone 

6. 29 March 1951 - #Operation Mix-upn - For ,  what i s  be l ieved 
t o  be,  t h e  first time i n  t h e  h i e t o r y  of Naval Aviat ion,  
c a r r i e r  a i r  groups exchanged sh ipe  i n  a fo re ign  p o r t ,  
CVG-2 t r a n s f e r r e d  from the U,S,S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) t o  
t h e  U,S.S, PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47) while CVG-11 moved from 
t h e  U,S.S. PHILIPPINE S U  (CV-47) t o  t h e  U.S,S, VALLIEY 
FORGE (CV-46). Considering t h e  l i m i t e d  t ime, l a c k  of 
adequate f a c i l u t  i e s  , number of personnel involved and t h e  
l a r g e  amount of equipment t r a n s f e r r e d  t h i a  move was a 
success  i n  a l l  r e spec t s ,  

18 A p r i l  1951 ENS Edward J, Cosgr i f f ,  Jr. , USNR, while i n  a 
low st raf ' ing  run,  h i t  high t e n s i o n  l i n e s  approximately 
f i v e  miles  nor theea t  of ORO-RI, KOREA,   he l i n e s  went 
thraugh t h e  p r o p e l l e r  alashed through t h e  windscreen, r ipped 
off t h e  canopy, s t r u c k  and removed Ensign C o s g r i f f t s  c r a s h  
helmet and on t o  remove the  g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  f i n  and 
rudder,  He s a f e l y  paraohuted t o  the  ground and s i g n a l l e d  
his  p o s i t i o n  t o  h i s  teammates overhead us ing  t h e  r ecogn i t ion  
s i g n a l  mirror,  Enoign Cosgrif f s rescue  was f a c i l i t a t e d  
and made successfu l  by t h e  Wheads-upu th ink ing  of h is  
teammates, Thoroughly b r i e f e d  on rescue procedures,  they  
contac ted  t h e  rescue  h e l i c o p t e r  from t h e  U,S.S, Manchester 
(CA-93) and t h e  rescue  was made approximately one and one 
half hours l a t e r .  
Ensign Cosgriff  s rescue i s  r e m ~ r k a b l e  i n  t h r e e  separa te  
aspects :  F i r s t ,  t h e  high t e n s i o n  l i n e s  s t ruck  his  helmet, 
j u s t  above t h e  p o s i t i o n  of h i s  temples. The helmet saved 
him from severe i n J u r i e e  i f  not deeth by d e f l e c t i n g  t h e  
l i n e s ;  Second, t h e  , a l t i t u d e  st which he b a i l e d  out i s  not 
known. Considering t h e  type of a t t a c k  be ing  made, t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  he s t ruck  h igh  t ens ion  l i n e s  and that he had no c o n t r o l  of 



h i s  a i r c r a f t ,  i t  was very low, It can bes t  be judged by t h e  
f a c t  that as he f e l t  t h e  shock of h i e  parachute opening, h i s  
f e e t  touched the  ground; Third,  Ensign Cosgrif f parachuted 
i n t o  an a r e a  which contained a l a r g e  number of enemy troops.  
H i s  rescue w a s  e f f e c t e d  under in tense  small arms fire.  

24 Apr i l  1951. Ensign Clarence E. WEST, USN, was k i l l e d  i n  
a c t i o n  e a s t ,  southeast  of the Hwachon Reservoir  while f l y i n g  
a c lose  air support mission. Errsign West en te red  a napalm 
run from which he d i d  not recover,  H i s  a t t a c k  was successfu l ;  

. however, he was ev iden t ly  mortal ly  wounded while i n  t h e  run 
as no at tempt  t o  recover  was made, 

19 May 1951. LTJG W i l l i a m  R. BALL, USN, was k i l l e d  i n  s c t i o n  
while f l y i n g  a c lose  air  -support mission t e n  miles nor theas t  
of HONGCHON, KOFEA, The exact cause of h is  dea th  i s  not known. 
He abandoned h i s  a i r c r a f t  without making a t ransmission t o  
i n d i c a t e  the  nature of h i s  emergency. H i s  parachute opened and 
he wcs observed t o  touch t h e  ground, He made no attempt t o  r i s e ,  
remove h i s  helmet and seek cover, It i s  surmlsed t h a t  he was 
k l l l e d  by small arms f i r e  a s  he descended i n  h i s  parachute as 
he was forced  t o  abandon h i s  a1rcra.f-t over a l a r g e  concentration 
of  enemy forces .  

23 May 1951, LT Henry H, OSBORfh'E was declared  missing i n  a c t i o n  
when he f a i l e d  t o  r e t u r n  from an armed reconnaisance mission near  
KOKSP-N, NORTH KOREA. He made an unobserved s t r s f l n g  run  and, 
from what i s  known from the  few t r ~ ~ n s m i s s i o n s  made, was forced  
t o  abandon his a i r c r a f b  due t o  a n  emergency not spec i f ied ,  The 
wreckage of h i s  a i r c r a f t  w h s  loca ted;  however, no t r s c e  of LT 
Qsborne could be discovered, k through search  of the v i c i n i t y  
neglected t o  r evea l  that any e f f o r t  t o  s i g n a l  rescue a i r c r a f t  
wzs made. 

30 May 1951, The U.S ,S ,  Phi l lpplne  Sea ( C V - 4 7 )  was r e l i e v e d  on 
t h e  ttLinell and proceeded t o  Yokosul~&, Japan t o  o f f  load  supp l i e s  
i n  p re2ara t ion  t o  depar t  f o r  CLUS~L, This marked the end of the 
second t o u r  of t h i s  squadron i n  t h e  Korean Theater. 

5 June 1951, CAPT f ra  A, HOBBS, USN, Commanding O f f i c e r  of t h e  
U.S.3, Phi l ipp ine  Sea awarded the  A i r  Hedal with one star t o  t h e  
followlng p i l o t s  of F igh te r  Squadron SIXTY THREE f o r  missions 
performed over KORE&; LCDE T. J. BALL, LT J. C. DAVLSON, LT L. P;'. S, 
C;Ui&dlNS, LTJG T, 14. SXYER, LTJG K .  T. WEAVER, LTJG E. A, RICE, LTJG 
R, N. -:AN KIFX, LTJG W e  W e  liOLI.!, LTJG E, J. COSGRlFF, J H . ,  LTJG C, E. 
SIslARTZ, LTJG L. M. BRENNAN, LTJG C.  R, IdlTCHELL, ENS A. ( n )  ZIlJIbERLY, 
ENS A. L, SWET, ENS C. F, THILL, EXS R. ( n )  KAISER, ENS, F. \V, 
BUSTARD, EiqS J. (n)  B?OGAi?, ENS E, H. MOLLER, ENS D, D. DUNN, EN8 
J. E. COOPER. A l e t t e r  of conrnendztlon was aurarded t o  t h e  followlng 
personnel f o r  mer i tor lous  se rv lce ;  LT H, !ti. LANE, LTJG B. C. 
dc; TAGGART, G, L, GOLDSTEIN, ADC, J, D, EVANOFF, AOC, and Ei. la, 
HAHTLZY, AD3. 



9 June 1951, The U, S, S. Philippine Sea (CV-47) docked a t  N. A. S. 
Alameds, Callfornla, The squadron was off-loaded and moved into 
quarters aboard N. A, S. Alameda. 



1, This squadron has J u s t  returned. from i t s  second t o u r  i n  
t h e  Korean Theater. An evalua t ion  of opera t iona l  procedures 
and experf ences show that t h e  t r a i n i n g  and opera t iona l  requirements,  
a8 o u t l l n e d  i n  enclosure (1) t o  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Report f o r  the 
per iod  1 JiLy 1950 t o  31 December 1951 of t h e  squadron, s t i l l  
ap;~ly ,  One recommendation made i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  was t h e t  an 
I n t e l l i g e n c e  Of f i ce r  be assigned to '  each squadron. During t h i s  
l z s t  t o u r ,  an I n t e l l i g e n c e  O f f i c e r ,  t r a i n e d  i n  ga ther ing  and 
disseminat ing p e r t i n e n t  information and i n  de-brief ing,  wss 
assigned t o  t h i s  squadron, The opera t iona l  e f fec t iveness  of t h i s  
squai3ron showed m r k e d  improvement. An evalua t ion  of A i r  
I n t e l l i g e n c e  on the squadron l e v e l  i s  made i n  sppendix (1) .  

2, The MK I1 immersion s u i t  f s u n s ~ t i s f a c t o r y ,  (VF-63 RUDM 7-51), 
This  s u i t  was r e a u l r e d  on a l l  f l i g h t s  as water ternperktures averaged 
f o r t y  degrees f ah renhe i t .  The e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h i s  s u i t  as an 
a i d  t o  s u r v i v a l  Is ind i spu tab le ,  however, t h e  discomfort and 
d-ecrezsed e f f i c i ency  of the p i l o t  should and could be considered. 
The design of the s u i t '  should be modified I n  the  following respec t s :  
(1) The s u i t  i s  too bulky, i t  should conform more t o  t h e  shape of 
t h e  body. (2 )  The f e e t  should be made on t h e  o rde r  of s tockings 
which would e l iminate  much uncornfoz~table f o l d i n g  under of excess 
ma te r i a l  i n  the shoe, I f  t h i s  i s  not p r a c t i c a b l e ,  a t t a c h  the  l e g  
of the suLt t o  a s tu rdy  water proof boot. ( 3 )  The mate r i a l  from 
which the  s u i t  i s  made i s  too f r a g i l e .  The s u i t  should be 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t rong t o  withstand any ca tching  t h a t  maybe encountered 
during a ba i lou t ,  

3. The e f fec t iveness  of the c resh  helmet i s  once more demonstrated 
by the circumstances surrounding Ensign C o s g r i f f l s  remarkable 
rescue. While at the  present  no d l - rec t lves  requi re  t h a t  a v i a t o r  
p i l o t l n g  F4U-4 a i r c r a f t  wear c rash  helmets,  it Is squadron doct r ine  
t h a t  they be worn. Ensign CosgrifP was wearing the  new type H-3 
cresh  helmet when h i s  accident  occured. 

4. Expecting the  l o s s  of many I1oldfl p i l o t s  and t h e  i n f l u x  of ''newH 
I 

p i l o t s ,  much cons idera t ion  was given t o  an e f f e c t i v e  method of 
i n d o c t r i n a t i n g  the new p i l o t s  during the c r u i s e  back t o  CLUSA. 
Emphasis was placed on simplicity and thoroughness. A s e r i e s  of 
l e c t u r e s  and examinations was prepared t o  f a m i l i e r i z e  the  new 
p i l o t  with a l l  a spec t s  of the squadron organization, t r c t i c s l  
procedures,  and the  a i r c r a f t  assigned. (Appendix (2 )  ) . A 
f a m l l i a r i z a t  Ion sy l l abus  was prephred which preparea t h e  new p i l o t  
t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  squadron operat  Ions at the  end of 
twenty f i v e  hours i n  type (Appendix ( 3 ) ) .  

A s  each p i l o t  r e p o r t s  t o  the squadron he is assigned a Hbuddy" 
p i l o t .  I t  i s  the  Wbuddytl p i l o t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  aee t h a t  the  
I1newlr p i l o t  has  the  requi red  l e c t u r e s  and examinations and fol lows 
the  form syl labus,  H e  answers a l l  questions concerning the  
squadron and i n  genera l  he lps  the  new p i l o t  f i n d  h i s  p lace  i n  the 
squadron. I n  t h i s  manner, t h e  haphazardness that Is all too  
prevalent  i n  checking out  p l l o t s  i s  prevented. The check-out i s  



w r i t t e n  down and only one person i s  reeponaible t o  t h e  Commanding 
Of f i ce r  t o  see that t h i s  program i s  c a r r i e d  ou t ,  This program 
has  been i n  e f f e c t  f o r  only one month, however, the  r e s u l t s  a r e  
marked, The period of time during which t h e  new p i l o t  muat i n t e -  
g r a t e  himself with i n  t h e  squadron has been measurably shortened. 



APPENDIX 

1. A i r  I n t e l l i g e n c e  on t h e  Squadron Level 

2. Lectures  and Examlnations 

3. Fzmlliarization Syllabus 

4. Group P i c t u r e  of O f f i c e r s  Attached t o  VF-63 

5. Resume of Damages and C a s u a l t i e s  I n f l i c t e d  by VF-63 

6. P resen ta t ion  of Award t o  :ENS E, J. COSGRIFF, USNR 
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COhiIiiENTS AND RE=CO~VQJIENDATIONS OM AIR INTELLIGENCE ON 
THE SQUADRON LEVEL 

GENERAL CON[I;ENTS: 

1, The b e s t  procedure f o r  squadron use i n  disseminat ing and 
ga ther ing  combat information from p i l o t s  on accomplishments and 
observat ione made while over the  t a r g e t  a r e a  i e  informal b r i e f i n g  
and de-brief ing. Thie procedure give 8 t h e  squadron I n t e l l i g e n c e  
O f f i c e r  an  exce l l en t  opportuni ty t o  become acquainted with h i e  
p i l o t s ,  t o  know t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  tendencies  t o  be f a c t u a l ,  t o  
exaggerate o r  minimize r e p o r t s  and thereby evalua te  information 
obtained from them, I n  t u r n  it g ives  t h e  p i l o t 8  an opportunl ty 
t o  know t h e i r  I n t e l l i g e n c e  O f  f i c e r  and r e l y  on the  information he 
disseminates.  

2. The system of an  Air Group I n t e l l i g e n c e  O f f i c e r  coordinat ing 
and d i r e c t i n g  the  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  squadron I n t e l l i g e n c e  O f f  i c e r s ,  
aesembling and dl sseminating a l l  information i n  a c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  
has proved t o  be exce l l en t ,  Thie procedure insured  t h e  maximum 
disseminat ion of a l l  p e r t i n e n t  i n f  ormation, the  minimum disseminat i o n  
of improper and i n c o r r e c t  information, and a f r e e  exchange of t lmely 
t a r g e t  information between equadrona. 

1, Suf f i c i en t  space should be a l l o t t e d  t o  t h e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Off icer  
f o r  the  f ollowing e s s e n t i a l s .  

1) F i l e s ,  inc luding  
Enemy a c t i v i t y ,  inc luding  a1 r, sea ,  and ground. 
P o t e n t i a l  of  enemy 
Fr iendly  air  s e r v i c e s  a c t i v l t l e s  and experiences 
Informatlon on t a r g e t  a r e a s  
Information copies  of a l l  de-briefe 
Disposition, composition of A l l i e d  Forces 

The i tems as l i s t e d  above a r e  a f r a c t i o n  of r e a d i l y  access ib le  
information which must be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  maximum e f f i c i e n t  
b r i e f i n g  of p i l o t s .  

2) Complete s e t s  of maps of t a r g e t  a r e a s  and s torage  f a c i l i t i e s  
f o r  same. 

3) P i l o t  de-brief ing 

Appendix (1 )  

I ' / I l l  
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This  i s  most e f f e c t i v e l y  accomglished i n  a quie t  room i n  
the  immediate v i c i n i t y  of the  ready room where d i s t r a c t i o n s  
Ere h e l d  t o  a minimum and a l l  maps, e t c .  a r e  r e a d i l y  
access ib le  f o r  re ference  by t h e  p i l o t s ,  This i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
im)or ten t  a s  p i l o t s  a r e  t h e  major source of our combat 
information. 

4)  Facilities f o r  proper  s torage  of c l a s s i f i e d  informat ion  
(maps, t e r g e t  d o s s i e r s ,  area b r i e f s ,  e t c . ) .  This should be 
i n  t h e  squadron i n t e l l i g e n c e  room i n  o rde r  t h a t  p i l o t s  may 
cons tan t ly  and e a s i l y  r e f e r  t o  it. I n  order  t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  
each p i l o t  with t h e  over-a l l  p i c t u r e  of the  job he i s  
performing and r e l a t e d  problems so that he may become more 
ef f l c i e n t  i n  evalua t ing  and i n t e r p e r a t l n g  what he s e e s ,  
c l a s s i f i e d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  pub l i ca t ions  should be r e a d i l y  
accees ib le  t o  him, This information placed i n  a s a f e  i n  a n  
obscure por t ion  of the s h i p  i s  Udeadn information and thus  
t h e  e n t i r e  purpose i n  publ i sh ing  i t  i s  negated. 

2. P i l o t s  should be indoc t r ina ted  i n  i h t e l l i g e n c e  procedures and 
requirements during Phases One and Two of the  t r a i n l n g  of a c s r r i e r  
squadron as we l l  as i n  f l i g h t  t a c t i c s ,  gunnery, e t c ,  Many unpleasant 
i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  have occurred upon t h e  a r r i v a l  of new A i r  Groups t o  
the  Korean Theatre,  even w i t h  experienced i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r s  
such as a t t a c k s  on f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s ,  might poss ib ly  have been avoided. 
To accomplish th is  would requi re  that experienced I n t e l l i g e n c e  
Of f i ce r s  be permanently a t t ached  t o  each eqwdron and t h a t  he 
maintain an a c t i v e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  program throughout the  e n t i r e  
t r a i n i n g  period. 

It i s  f e l t  that each p i l o t  should have a thorough knowledge of 
t h e  fol lowing i n t e l l i g e n c e  information before an A i r  Group depar t s  
f o r  the  forward a reas :  

a) Terra in  of expected a r e a s  of a c t l o n  
b) Weather t o  be encountered 
c )  Methods of camouflaging supp l i e s ,  t roops  and v e h i c l e s  
d) Training i n  d e t e c t i o n  of camouflage 
e )  What types of informst ion are d e s i r e d  which w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  

good i n t e l l i g e n c e  coverage. 
f )  General c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and habits of enemy personnel,  
g) I i i l i t a r y  t&.c t i c s  of expected eneny. 
h) Types of a n t i - a i r c r a f t  f i r e  expected, type weapons and 

e f f  ec t lve  range. 
i) Maps of type i n  cu r ren t  use t o  f a c i l i t z t a  t r a i n i n g  and 

f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  so that t a r g e t s  may be pinpointed accura te ly  
on t h e  f i r s t  mission r ~ t h e r  than  go through an otherwise 
almost inevitable per iod  of a r e a  f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n ,  
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3. Fur ther  c o n s i d e r ~ t l o n  of i tems ( c )  and ( d )  above shows 
the  obvious necess l ty  of adequate t r a i n i n g  grounds and 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  i f  any degree of e f f e c t i v i n e s s  i s  t o  be obta ined  
a t  the  start. A program whicll would be mutually advantageous 
could be formulated I n  conjunct ion with an Army o r  Marine 
Corps camp. An a r e a  would be s e t  a s ide  as both a t e s t i n g  
ground and t r a i n i n g  ground i n  camouflage, It should conta in  
a l l  ma te r i a l s  of  war such as veh ic les ,  tanks ,  supp l i e s ,  and 
f i e l d  gieces ,  P i l o t  s would search  this  a r e a  and r e p o r t  a l l  
csmauflaged pos i t ions .  I n  t h i s  manner not  only would our 
p i l o t s  be t r a i n e d  i n  the ar t  of d e t e c t i n g  camauflaged, but 
ground f o r c e s  could p r s c t i c e  the  art of camaufleglng, and 
p e r f e c t  i t  as we l l  a.s eva lue te  new methods. With the  keen 
competit ive s p i r i t  which would i n e v i t a b l y  a r i s e  between both 
u n i t s ,  each u n i t  would put  f o r t h  a maxinlum e f f o r t  which i n  
t u r n  would r e s u l t  i n  a high q u a l l t y  of t r a in ing .  Through 
t h l s  t r a i n i n g ,  each p i l o t  could determine his  a b i l i t y  t o  
d e t e c t  camauflaged equlpment and p o s i t i o n s ,  the  commanding 
o f f i c e r  could use th i s  r e l a t i v e  p i l o t  a b i l i t y  t o  a i d  i n  
organizing combat teams, and the  squadron I n t e l l i g e n c e  Of f i ce r  
would be a ided  l a t e r  i n  h i s  eva lua t ion  of p i l o t  r epor t s .  

During t h i s  course,  a l l  types  of maps and c h a r t s  c u r r e n t l y  
i n  use should be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t r a i n i n g ,  l e e . ,  AUS maps, 
WAC c h a r t s ,  P i l o t a g e  c h a r t s ,  Target Approach c h a r t s ,  and 
Close Support o r  Gunfire Spot t ing  cha r t s .  If poss ib le ,  some 
f o r e i g n  types of c h a r t s  should be used i n  ground t r a i n i n g  so 
t h a t  p i l o t s  would be able  t o  opera te  e f f e c t i v e l y  with any 
c h a r t s  which might be a v a i l a b l e  i n  any a r e a  of operat ions.  
The I n t e l l i g e n c e  Of f i ce r  should be we l l  versed  on how t o  g e t  
information from o t h e r  brainches of the  Armed Forces. 

4. The Squadron I n t e l l i g e n c e  O f f i c e r  should know squadron 
opera t iona l  procedure, squadron doc t r ine  and most important,  
t h e  av ia to r s1  view point.  He must be a b l e  t o  r o d u c e  
information i n  which the p i l o t  i e  i n t e r e s t e d  and which an 
I n t e l ~ i g e n c e  Of f i ce r  not fsmlliar with the  a v i a t o r s  viewpoint, 
would probahly dismiss  as not e s s e n t l a l .  This w i l l  encourage 
and build-up confidence i n  the  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Of f i ce r  and 
correspondingly t h e  information be disseminates.  Too many 
i n s t a n c e s  have occured i n  which an I n t e l l i g e n c e  O f f i c e r  with 
an e x c e l l e n t  educet ion and i n t e l l i g e n c e  t r a i n i n g  has failed 
t o  g s i n  t h i s  confidence and t!nereby impaired hls  value t o  the 
scju~~dron. 
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5, The I n t e l l i g e n c e  Of f i ce r  should, dur ing  the  pe r iod  of  
t r a i n i n g  ashore,  keep a l l  of t h e  p i l o t s  abreas t  of the  
world s l tu :  t i o n ,  the  poss ib le  a r e a s  of c o n f l i c t  and present  
s thorough study of these  areas .  He should present  t h e  
political, economic, and rn i l i ta ry  a spec t s  cf these a reas .  He 
should know the  c a p a b i l l t l e s  and l i m i t a t i o n s  of h i s  orgsniza t ion  
so that he can c o l l e c t  informatlon which w i l l  be of g r e a t e s t  
b e n e f i t ,  

6, The I n t e l l i g e n c e  Of f i ce r  should be we l l  versed on how t o  
g e t  informatlon from o the r  branches of the Armed Forces. He 
should keep abreas t  of a11 m i l i t a r y  developments p a r t i c u l z r y  
those p e r t a i n i n g  t o  av ia t ion ,  This would include a n t i - a i r c r a f t  
weapons, t h e i r  c a p a b i l i t i e s  and l i m i t a t i o n s ,  tanks  and t h e i r  
vulnerable  spo t s ,  e t c .  The most important f e a t u r e  of t h i s  
phase being i n  complete en&lys i s ,  i n s o f e r  as poss ib le  of enelny 
a i r c r a f t ,  ope rz t iona l  and designed. 

7. The I n t e l l i g e n c e  Of f i ce r ,  i n s o f a r  &s i s  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  should 
i n s t r u c t  the  p i l o t s  i n  methods of escape and evasion. P a r t i c u l a r  
s t r e s s  should be layed  on a r e a s  of poss ib le  c o n f l i c t ,  Each 
new a i d  t o  escaQe and evasion should be c a r e f u l l y  evalua ted  and 
i f  d e s i r e d  procured f o r  squadron use, 

The I n t e l l i g e n c e  Off icer  i s  an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  of a smooth 
funct ioning ,  e f f i c i e n t  squ~-dron,  Thie e f f i c i e n c g  can only be 
obta ined  i f  he has s u f f i c i e n t  time t o  thoroughly i n d o c t r i n a t e  
the  p i l o t s  i n  the  manner described. This t r a i n i n g  dannot be 
done i n  the forward a r e a  where time i s  of the  essence. The 
1 n te l l igence  O f f i c e r  i n  ?he forward area must dwell on the 
c u r r e n t  a spec t s  of the  s i t u a t i o n .  He must b r i e f  on f r o n t  
l i n e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s ,  escspe and evasion f o r  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  e t c .  The b ~ s i c  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  of each p i l o t  
must t ake  place during Phase One and Two of c a r r i e r  squadron 
t r a i n i n g ,  Maximum i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a more 
e f f i c i e n t  f i g h t i n g  and heads up squadron. 



P r i o r  t o  p o r t i c i p t i n g  i n  regu la r  f l i g h t s  d t h  -the Sq~adron,  new p i l o t s  
w i l l  complete the fcllowii>g syl labus  mder Lhe d i r e c t i o n  a d  scpervision 
of the  Operations Officez, 

Nrst f l i g h t  - 2 hours duration. Area check-otlt and fami l i a r i za t ion  by 
a designated squfidron p i l o t ,  

Second f l i g h t  - 1.5 h m r s  d w a t i o n ,  Froa take-off,  go d i r e c t l y  t o  
a l t i t u d e  (6,000 t o  19,000 f e e t ) .  Do r,ormol f l igh t ;  until .  f e e l i n g  com- 
fo r tab le .  Then proceed Lo g e t  %he "feel t t  of the  plane by pract ic ing slow 
f l i g h t .  Try t h i s  wi th  every combination of wheels, f l a p s  and a l l  power 
se t t ings ,  Repent while making tu rns  i n  both d i rec t ions .  S t a l l  it i n  a l l  
these  condit ions but  do  not  spin,%emver immediately when the  nose f a l l s  
throu2h. h k e  a note of the  atC1tdtde- and speeds a t  which stalls occurred 
and study them a f t e r  landing. Observe engine operation closely,  Refrain 
from aerobat ics  and do not make touch and go landings, 

Third f l i g h t  - 2 hours durat ion.  Go t o  a l t i t u d e ,  put plane i n  landing 
configuration and ~mke simulated landings taking v~ve-o?f s, Pro c t i c e  slow 
f l i g h t .  Return t e  f i e l d  and make touch and go laiadings the  l a s t  half of 
period. , 

Fourth f l i g h t  - 2 hour3 duration. Review f l i g h t s  1 and 2 and t r y  some 
mild aerobat ics ,  slow r o l l s ,  wing overs and a s p l i t  S from 8,000 f e e t ,  
noting a l t i t u d e  l o s t .  Then s p l i t  S and ro l l -out  noting d i f fe rence  i n  
less of a l t i tude .  

F i f t h  f l i g h t  - 2 hours durat ion.  Section t a c t i c s  and mild t a i l  chase. 
P rac t i ce  cross-unders and rendezvous. 

S ix th  f l i g h t  - 2 hours durat ion,  Division t a c t i c s ,  t ry ing  basi& weave, 
break ups, and rendervbna+ - 1  . 

Seventh f l i g h t  - 2 hours durawon. Dive angle c a l i b r a t i o n  noting amount 
of a l t i t u d e  l o s t  i n  recovery from vzrious d ive  angles, A l l  recover ies  t o  
be completed a h  '2,000 fee t ,  

Eighth f l i g h t  - 2 hours dwat ion .  Review f l i g h t s  5 and 6. 
Ninth f l i g h t  - 2 hours durat ion.  Type insWumerrts i n  accordance with 

instrument syllabus, 
Tenth f l i g h t  - 2 hours durat ion.  Same as f l i g h t  9, 
Eleventh f l i g h t  - 1.5 hours duration. Single plane aerobat ics*  l3xecutt 

any maneuvers desired and permitted by squnclzon d i r e c t i v e s  o r  appl icable  
publ ica t ions  l imi t ing  maneuvers. 

Twelfth f l i g h t  - 2 hours duration. Review weave.. 
Thir teenth  f l i g h t  - 2 hours duration. Fieview syl labus  and your week 

points. 
Fourteenth flight - 2 hsura duration, Go -to nlt5tude 9,000 feet  

5y divisions.  



TARGET DE STROED 

Bulldings 
Supply, f u e l ,  ammunition 
Rouses 
Warehouses 
Gun emplacements 
Vehicles 
Bridge s 
Rai lroad c a r s  
Rai l road track 
Barr: cks 
Oxen - horses  
Tanks 
Railroad stat Ions 
Junks 
Troops 

264 
dumps 7 

586 
6 
1 

27 
17 
40 

415 f e e t  
14 
5 
4 
4 
3 

1404" 

* This i s  considered a very conservat ive f i g u r e  i n  that t hese  
a r e  confirmed dead. Figures  could not  be obtained on all c lose  
a i r  support  missions. 

/ 

Appendix (5 )  



Ensign E, J. COSGRIFF, USNR, was presented with the  award 
of Korean H i l l b i l l y  a f t e r  his rescue from enemy t e r r i t o r y .  The 
e n t i r e  squadron took p a r t  i n  t h e  p a r t y  which centered around 
the  award and cake c u t t i n g ,  Ensign Cosgrlff  gave h i s  squadron 
mates a few wise words i n  escape and evasion, The background 
i s  F i g h t i n  Sixty Three's ready :room aboard the U.S,S. Phi l ippine  
s e a  ( C V - 4 7 y .  I 
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, LCDR T. J. BAIL, U. S. Navy, Commadlr~ing 12 February 1950 $0 17 Al tgus t  1951. 
LT I,. W. S. CUIUNS, U. S. Navy, Acting, 17 August 1951 t o  20 August 1951. 
LCPR 'JIard S, ~ ~ R ,  U. S, havy, Cc *~~?nding 20 .4ugust 1951 t o  date. 

- .. ? 2 i g h t ~ ; r  Squadron SIXTY TFTGE attac. ~ $ 1  t o  Carrier A i r  Group TWO, under- 
opar?.t.Lqnal and adrcinistrative control of Comander Fleet A i r  Aheda, 
n ~~rr~?lii:der Air Fo;r.e, U. S. Pacific Fleet, 

: , '"inpurarily based aahors a t  N .A. LF., Sand b s a ,  California. 

'L c 1 ;u'*y i95.!. t o  .;-t July i.951, to-cnpr 3-rily based ashore at  N.A.S., Alameda, 
d~~:.:Li,Pornia; 12 July t o  25 Novenber ',a51 temporarfly based ashore at  
N.Ii.2 F.. S8fita Rosrl, California; 26 Nove&e2-1951 t o  16 December 1951, 
temp; ;I iy based ashore at  N.A.S., .;an Diego, California; 17 December t o  
3 1  Da: amtar 1951, t e rporar i ly  based ashore at N.A. L. F., Santa Roea, Californin 

. . The c:i,r, months of t h i s  reporth~g pe irxl have been u t i l i zed  i n  refomlng and 
- 3 ,  r, .. . .., .rsj vt~  tr6,ining i n  preparation f o r  tile squadrons' t h i rd  c d s e  t o  Korean 
. : s Vbile the  cmbat  readiness of t h i s  aqua2.ron is not a t  the highest l eve l  

.!3:.i.?eC; it is fel t  that,  in view of t b s  zircumstancea under which t h i s  training 
VVAS accomplished, t h i s  squadron has done exceptionally well. In order t o  
:-f-ev~ nore cle?#rk~F,he problems with which t h i s  sqwdron was confronted, and that 
. '.ir.y m,y t s  pressnted i n  an orderly ri~r.~7t.r, each factor  relqting t o  combat 
a,2vXninras will 1.; discussed sepa ra teb ,  

On 12 July l95l this  squadron was lnnved t o  ULF, 3 n t a  Rosa, California. 
'Td s s t s t i o n  had jus t  recently reacti-  J 3 : and was being maintained on an 
C& remely sralj, monetary allowance. F: ~ i l i t i e d ,  while inadequate at best, coultl 
304, be materially improved. Maintenan2 3 and Ordnance f a c i l i t i e s  were extrenely 
. 3 ~ r ,  miere were not adequate spaces f 3; the ehclps required f o r  proper, 
e f ~ e t t i v e  F.-3 eff ic ient  maintenance. T-3 inevitable r e su l t  of th ia  was a 
- ms id era^ Le reduction i n  a i r c ra f t  a w i l a b i l i t y .  The poor ava i lab i l i ty  figures 
0 -3  shown i n  appendix (2) a re  not entirel;? contributable t o  this situation, 
mvover O t  is a major factor. While t- iz f e l t  tha t  the facilities available 
.s13 used t o  the best possible advantage, effective p i lo t  t ra ining depends t o  a 
 at dsgree upon aircraft avai labi l i ty ,  and therefore it is conaidered that 
; x p % r  maintenance and ordnance f a c i l i t i e 8  nust be provided. 



The squadran xaa tenatively aasigned F9F-2 aircraf t  by O M  INSTlUJCTION 
3110.2 and during the period l4 Septe:?,ber t o  28 September actually received a 
t o t a l  of eight such aircraft ,  Intensive ground school t r a b i n g  was conducted 
for  both pi lo ts  and maintenance p e ~ ~ i ~ i e l  in pregaration for  the transition t o  
j3t1s, It is f e l t  that  i n  vlew of the nqxiber of jet  a i rcraf t  aboard during 
tiat pec!od, the nlunber of hours flown and the availabil i ty achieved reflect 
the high degree of effectiveness of this training. Because of a severe F9F 
production lag and of a c r i t i c a l  epare parts shortage the F9F-2 aircraf t  
wepe replaced by F4U-4 aircraft ,  The I. 7c4planecs were in deplorable conditiono 
!I?-mre we?.* many service changes t o  be in~orporated md maintenance due t o  
repla~er~~ent of worn parts was excessive, This in no small  measure accounts 
fbr the 3 . 0 ~  availability of aircraf t  during this period. 

'he evai 1abf.lity figures shown i n  Appendix 2 do not reflect a true picture 
.)P the capabilfties of the merintenancc organieation of this squadron. The 
mjor factom resulting in this low avai?.ability, some which have been mntioned 
A~r.cviously; were; lack of adequate facilities; the poor condition of the 
~5r:raft; lack cf adequate material su . -art; and loss of highly skilled 
pcrsorasl. The first two items have ? .xi discussed i n  preceding paragraphs 
a!.5 it 2s not f e L  that further discw,ion is necessary. The material 
xcp>orb v . m  not adequate, As can be noted from the figures i n  Appendix 4, 
h a  amrage lengtb of AOG aircraft th-? was 6.07 days with the largest 
kdividual length of t h  being 39 day.-, , It is f e l t  that this i s  an ?xceasive 
3 1 ~ u r e .  This is due in part t o  t h e  1- -4 of readily available part8 LL the 
dl.amda area and even on the entire West Coast, which necessitated the 
icn,ntion of a priori ty systnm i n  issuance of these parta, 

Loss of highly trained and sMlled ~ersonnel without replacemants of the 
7- c a b e r  obviously had a direct cyczct upon the maintenance organisation, 
This m s  a sertous situation f o r  which there  was no remedy, especially with 
M. imminent deplopent date to  meet. rf' propar training i s  t o  be conducted, 
upon which a imraf t  availabil i ty is c'f - ,.;Cly dependent, everg effort should 
DO made t o  enrrure tha t  units prepark: .?or deployment have the i r  a w e d  
coaplamant on board i n  as permanent e sLatus as early as possible in the 
training period, During the mnth of "ccember p e r s o ~ e l  arrived and departed 
from the aquadran as the mte of 115 mar: per 

A specific maintensnce.problam, Which reflects upon the celiber of the 
Navy contractors involved i s  of intexjesb. An exceedin'gly high incidence 
of failures of exhaust cokecto~rr ori t he  P-tt and Vhitnep. R-2800-I.8W englne 
c u ~ e n t l y  installed in FWJJL, aircraft ,  bru*ing the month of October, twenty 
?xh%ust sect ions failed, Other bquadronb reported s lmiuar  fai lure rates. 
'prating and line maintenance m e a s b s  were taken to  mduce the number of 
i'ailures without success. A Report of Unratiafactorg snd Defective &faterial 
L:y the squadron resulted in an inves t i~a t ion  of annealing treatment wed. 
?he annealing treatment was found t o  be fadty, 



TRAINING 

In th? process of reforming, eZght pflote  were received from the Training 
Comnand. The high caliber of these pi'31ts is noteworthy. They succeeded i n  
adjusting themselves t o  squadron doctrine eas i ly  and thus were readily 
j-ntcgrated. While a t rue  estimate of the effectiveness of tho squadron 
5ndoctrination and t raining program i s  :'ifficult, it h ~ s  been noted by 
cxpcrisnced pi lo ts  tha t  the period of time requircr! fo r  i n d o c t r i n a t ~ n  and 
a t t a i m n t  of an acceptable s t a t e  of c x b t  readiness had been araterd3.y 
rxlucod. Excellent t a c t i c a l  and operational performance is evidenced by 
ralatively high wapons scores, as shbnn in Appendix 1. 

The period of most intensive and ~roduc t ive  trabing ma the two weeks spent 
a t  NAiJ?, Fallon, Nevada, The excellent f a c i l i t i e s  and weather allowed m u m  
aC,iliz&C,icn cl:  the t ra in ing  period. 

Aft,er completion of t h i s  period E.:. . .;LF, Fallon, on 16 Novand>er 1951 
r:aapsni? im+.ning was forced rnto the - -ckground, and e~~iphasis was on 
proparat .on f o r  night carrier qualificcLions aboard ship. During the lsst 
1~0~1th and a half of t h i s  reporting pc3.ed only U, missions were flown in 
vaaponfi training, The value of a nic yaalification program is not ~ d 5 l y  
uderstood a s  night ca r r i e r  qualification is  considered t o  bo a ninor part 
cf thc! c d a t  readiness of a day fighter.squadron, especially when a 
c i e ~ l o p o n t  date to the c-t zone is hairtent. It is f e l t  tha t  t h i s  tinve 
coldd have been f a r  be t t e r  spent in  weapons training, 

Close a i r  support t ra in ing  was emphasized as much as possible in the 
circumstances as outlined above. The ni'.r)ts reporting i n  t o  the  squadron 
1.5-th no previous experience-in close air  support work were sent t o  the 
!~%phibious Training Coxanand, Pacific I koet, f o r  the Tactical A i r  Support 
Course. This course instructed these pi lo ts  in  close air support organisation 
and procedures. YJith these.fundementals, the squadron then ut i l ized  the 
L-rrpact ai-ea a t  NALF, Fallon, Nevada t o  provide actual  a i r  support training, 
Lr conjunction with the  cloae a i r  stppcrt program+ the  Intelligence Officor 
used t h i s  phase of t raining t o  good advantage, Using a e r l a l  photographs, 
charts,  and h i s  personal observation of the impact area, he located each 
target .  Using vehicle tracka left by :%dntanance p e m o ~ e l  estimated the  
amount and type of simulated enerqy ac ,ivity within the area, After . 
thorough pre-flight briefing, each fll;;ht Was sent t o  the impact are, where 
t a r g e t s  were hit as desigtated by the  t a c t i c a l  air controllers,  After the 
c~npletiofi  of each miasion, the  IntelligenCe Officer thoroughly interrogated 
each f l ight .  Target data thus dbtained waS compared with targ;ets known 
t o  be i n  the area, and the p i lo ts  r e p ~ r t  modified accbrdhgly, T t  is felt 
that thie training is of groat value in tha t  it should resul t  in more mliab le  
~ n d  accurate pilot reports, once in  a forward area such as Korea. 

't 
~ i t h  respect to traigirg for the  t w i t i o n  $0 j e t  type sircra~t jl i s  note- 

worthy tha t  during the fourteen day ps;lod i n  which F9F-2sr were assigned t o  
chis  squadron, a t o t a l  of 86.8 p i lo t  hours were flown, vrfthout incident with an 
averago dai ly avai labi l i ty  of four a i r c ra f t ,  Previous ostimatcs, opinions and 
~ e r f o v c e  are confirmed tha t  with s--(> but intensive t raining a combat 
nxprir)nUW¶ propeller squadron can readily make the transaction t o  j e t  type 
znr: rrrit . 
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TRhIXtl!?@ ~WfSTICS 
DECLASSIFIED 

Total  F l i g h t  T W :  
FWJ-4 
F9F-2 
Total  

Flf.ght. Noura ?er Pilot UO. 9 

Syllabus Hours 

f'?.q : Lliarization 23703 
1. '3apons la50a6 
Yield Carrier Landing bactico "rry 303.2 

rJ1sht 67.1 
~ . a  =ri.er 9perat ions UO s I+ 
Jnstrumcnt s 666 ,a 
Ta& ic s ljas m,2 

N i g h t  128.3 

Outstanding Excell ~ n t  Good Satisfactory Unqual, 

3mncly 7 115% 25.a' 7 675% 35 .% U.SA 

9, raf ing 75 -0% 17.C;B 3 16% 3.6% @ 

Glide BambFng 7.155 57.15% 344% @z C$ 

acckets 25 .O% 71.5 3 6 s  s 04% 

Valid Instrument Cards 89% 



lverago Nurnber W P  $ Available 
l/C on Board 

F ~ ~ r , i ? n t  !\~xilable based on Total available 
9otal  Aircraft Hours 

Percent Loss Due t o  JOG based on Hours b a s  Due AOG %a. tdrcraft Hours 

8 film&labb 
Loss Due AOG 



DECLASSIFIED 

. - 
-1?;2e 

70 Caiiber 

Yhntg'm ?hells 

lfi?ature Bombs 

roM G.P. 

5w 0.P. 

l.C0C# G.P. 

2.w; IVeS.F. 

50Q# V,S,F. 
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3 G~TERIAL :TiTISTICS 

STATISTICS FOR PERIOD 1 J U U  TO 3 1 m ' W  1951 

Om.llons Aviation Fuel Cons-d 

~XLons/Fli&t #our 

k l l o n s  Lubricating O i l  Consursd 

Average Time AOG 

Longeat Period lrOG 

355,49Q 

91.1 

6,624.85 

6.07 Days 

39.00 Days 


