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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 
-I_----- 

JANUARY 

1-8 VA-15 Embarked in USS AMERICA (cV-66) in port Genoa, 
Italy. 

9-13 USS AMERICA conducted Air Operations in the Tyrrhenian 
Sea. 

14-19 In po~tWaples, Italy; Mid-Cruise Corrosion Inspection. 

20-23 VA-15 conducted simulated war-at-sea strikes, ACM flights, 
and low levels over Sardinia. 

24 Training anchorage, Golfo Di Palmas, Sardinia. 

25-26 VA-15 flew Sardinia low levels and dropped practice 
ordnance. 

27-28 Training anchorage, Golfo Di Palmas, Sardinia. RADM C. C. 
SMITH, Battle Group TWO, presented leadership talk to 
Squadron Officers. 

29 Air Operations in the Ionian Sea emphasized low levels 
over Sicily and practice mining exercise at Pacchino 
Target, Sicily. 

29-1 In port Catania, Sicily. 

FEBRUARY 

2-4 USS AMERICA conducted flex-deck operations. VA-15 
participated in colapptitive mining exercise, conducted 
anti-air warfare raids on CV-66; surface, subsurface, 
surveillance coordination (SSSC), and expended practice 
ordnance in preparing for National Week XXIV. 

5 Commenced exercise National Week XXIV with VA-15 supplying 
support combat air patrol (SUCAP) aircraft. 

6 VA-15 participated in simulated air strikes on Gibia De 
Colle Airfield. 

7-8 Flight Operations conducted midnight to noon. Missions 
stressed SUCAP, CAP and strike. 

9 Naval Safety Center Survey/Inspection. VA-15 conducted 
bombing missions to Pacchino Target. LT Russ NOLAN landed 
safely aboard USS AMERICA in aircraft 306 after developing 
compressor stalls which dangerously degraded engine and 
aircraft performance. He was subsequently officially 
recognized by hproch Magazine in the "Bravo Zuluw=feature. 
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FEBRUARY 

10 The final day of National Week XXIV flight operations 
consisted of SSSC, SUCAP and Sardinia low levels. 

11 USS AMERICA18 attack squadrons conducted simulated 
war-at-sea strikes on USS JOSEPRUS DANIELS (CG-27) and 
uss SAMPSON (DDG-10). 

12 USS AMERICA conducted underway replenishment (no flight 
operations conducted). 

13-26 In port, Palma de Mallorca, Balearic Islands. 

27 VA-15 led flight ordnance demonstration on AMERICA'S 
spar for the U. S. Ambassador to France. 

28 DASIX - Defense Aerrean SIXTH Fleet exercised the French 
Air Defense Forces, with VA-15 conducting simulated 
strikes into Southwest France. 

MARCH 

1-2 Flight Operations in the Tyrrhenian Sea consisted of 
bombing the spar, raids on USS SAMPSON (DDG-lo), and 
Sardinian low levels. 

2-8 AMERICA Anchored in Pozzvoli Bay for port visit to 
Naples, Italy. 

9-10 PASSEX 78, Task Group versus Task Group operations. 
CDR SMITH and LCDR WEBB led simulated strikes on USS 
NIMITZ (CVN-68). 

11-12 Flight operations cancelled due to inclement weahher. 

13-17 VA-15 flew low levels over Sicily, dropp-ed practice 
ordnance at Pacchino Target, and conducted a flight 
demonstration for CINCUSNAVEUR. 

18-19 Flight Operations were in support of PHIBLEX 78. 

20-28 In port, Barcelona, Spain. 

29-30 VA-15 conducted practice war-at-sea strikes on CV-66 
and strafed her spar. 

APRIL 

31-4 In port, Valencia, Spain. CDR George W. WHITE, Jr. 
assumed command of Carrier Air Wing SIX. 
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APRIL 

5-6 The VALIONS conducted daylight operations only, 
emphasizing raids on surface combatants. 

7-11 In port, Malaga, Spain. 

12 VA-15 supplied raid aircraft for USS JOSEPHUS DANIELS 
(CG-27) 

13 The VALIONS participated in an Air Wing war-at-sea 
strike on USS FORRESTAL (cV-59). 

14-15 In port, Rota, S ain, for turn-over with the USS 
FORRESTAL (CV-597. 

16-23 TRANSLANT Crossing. 

24 Ten VA-15 A7Ers fly-off to NAS Cecil Field, Florida. 

25 USS AMERICA moors at pier 7, Norfolk, Virginia. Squadron 
personnel fly to NAS Cecil Field, Florida for a long- 
awaited homecoming. 

25-16 Squadron standdown with liberal leave policy. VALION 
pilots conducted weapons vertification flights. 

MAY 

17-26 Post Deployment Corrosion Inspection; LATWING ONE 
Bombing Derby held. 

27-14 VALIONS flew practice and competitive exercises. 

JUNE 

15 VA-15 led war-at-sea strike on the HMS Ark Royal in 
the JAX QPAREA. 

19-23 All squadron pilots carqualed aboard USS LEXINGTON 
(AVT-16) off Pensacola, Florida. 

26-30 Competitive exercises and war-at-sea strikes on 
USS MAHAN (DDG-42). 

JULY Throughout July the squadron hosted the Royal Navy's 
892 Fighter Squadron (F-4~'s) from HMS Ark Royal. 

5-6 COMPEXES . 
10 COMPEXES emphasizing Air-to-Air Gunnery and search-and- 

rescue exercises with HS-15. 
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25 A d m i n i s t r a t i v e / M a t e r i a l  I n s p e c t i o n  and R e n t e n t i o n  
I n s p e c t i o n  by t h e  s t a f f  o f  Commander L i g h t  A t t a c k  
Wing ONE. 

AUGUST 

4  Squadron p i l o t s  p r a c t i c e d  wa te r  p i c k - u p s  i n  t h e  S t .  
3ohns R i v e r  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  HS-15 RED LIONS. 

7-8 War-at-Sea w i t h  USS OLIVER HAZARD PERRY (FFG-7). 

14-18 War-at-Sea Compexes on USS TALBOT (FFG-4). 

26-30 QUICKSTRIKE MINE OPEVAL a t  F o r t  Lauderda le ;  P i l o t / A i r -  
c r a f t  exchange w i t h  VA-192 NAS Lemoore, CA.  

SEPTEMBER 

5-18 Compexes h e l d  emphas iz ing  A i r - t o - G r o u n d  d e l i v e r i e s ;  
f i e l d  c a r r i e r  l a n d i n g  p r a c t i c e .  

19-20 CQ aboard USS NIMITZ (CVN-68). 

21-26 Cont inued A i r - t o - A i r  and A i r - t o - G r o u n d  d e l i v e r y  compexes. 

27-28 War-at-Sea s t r i k e  conducted  a g a i n s t  USS SARATOGA (CV-60) 
and t h e  USS MAHAN (DDG-42). 

OCTOBER 

2-4 C o n v e n t i o n a l  Weapons T e c h n i c a l  P r o f i c i e n c y  I n s p e c t i o n .  

16-3 CVW-6 Weapons Det  t o  NAVSTA R o o s e v e l t  Roads, P u e r t o  R ico .  

NOVEMBER 

6-23 Con t inued  compexing A i r - t o - G r o u n d  even ts .  

27 Embarked i n  USS AMERICA (CV-66) f o r  Type T r a i n i n g  One 
i n  p l a c e  o f  C V W - 1 1  Squadrons. 

29 The squadron was named as t h e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  COMNAVAIRLANT 
B a t t l e  E f f i c i e n c y  Award f o r  FY 78. 

DECEMBER 

8 -31  PAATLANT I n s p e c t i o n  Team v i s i t ;  comple ted  c o m p e t i t i v e  
A i r - t o - G r o u n d  e x e r c i s e s  p r i o r  t o  e n j o y i n g  t h e  Chr is tmas 
H o l i d a y s .  
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DECLASSIFIED 

'ATTACK 'SQUADRON 'F'I'F'TEE'N 'NAR'RATI'VE 'HISTORY 19.78 

1. (U) A t t a c k  S q u a d r o n  FIFTEEN c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  New Y e a r  i n  t h e  p o r t  
o f  G e n o a ,  I t a l y .  The  A7E C o r s a i r  I1 s q u a d r o n  was u n d e r  t h e  command 
o f  CDR R .  S .  SMITH, USN,whi l e  e m b a r k e d  i n  t h e '  'USS AMERICA (CV-66) .  

2. (U)  I t  was n o t  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  A m e r i c a  w e i g h e d  a n c h o r  a n d  CAPT 
R .  B. FULLER, USN, g a v e  t h e  command t o  l a u n c h  a i r c r a f t  i n  t h e  
T y r r h e n i a n  S e a .  VA-15 f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s u p p l y i n g  
r a i d  s e r v i c e s  f o r  U .  S .  s u r f a c e  c o m b a t a n t s ,  l ow  l e v e l s  o v e r  S i c i l y ,  
bombing  t h e  Capo F r a s c a  T a r g e t ,  A i r  Combat  M a n e u v e r i n g  (ACM) 
f l i g h t s ,  a n d  f l i g h t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  f o r  v i s i t i n g  d i g n i t a r i e s .  

3. (U) I n  m i d - 3 a n u a r y  t h e  A m e r i c a  a n c h o r e d  i n  t h e  b l u e  w a t e r s  o u t -  
s i d e  t h e  p o r t  o f  N a p l e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  i n p o r t  p e r i o d ,  COMNAVAIRLANT 
c o n d u c t e d  t h e  M i d - C r u i s e  C o r r o s i o n  C o n t r o l  I n s p e c t i o n .  The  a i r -  
c r a f t  G S E / h y d r a u l i c  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  a s  wel l  a s  a i r c r a f t  t i r e  
a n d  w h e e l  s a f e t y  p r o g r a m s  were n o t e d  a s  o u t s t a n d i n g .  The  i n s p e c t i o n  
r e s u l t s  were s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

4 .  (U) The r e m a i n d e r  o f  J a n u a r y  w a s  p a s s e d  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  ~ e d i t e r -  
r a n e a n .  VA-15 l e d  s i m u l a t e d  W a r - a t - S e a  S t r i k e s  on'AME'R'I'CA a n d  
USS '30SE'PHUS DANIELS (CG-27) .  The  V a l i o n s  a l s o  f lew l o w  l e v e l  
m i s s i o n s  o v e r  S a r d i n i a  a n d  S i c i l y ,  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  ACM a n d  b o m b i n g .  

5 .  (U)  One s p e c i a l  e v e n t  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e r s  w h i l e  a t  t h e  G o l f o  d i  
P a l m a s  t r a i n i n g  a n c h o r a g e ,  S a r d i n i a ,  was  a  l e a d e r s h i p  t a l k  p r e -  
s e n t e d  by RADM C. C. SMITH, USN, B a t t l e  G r o u p  TWO. 

6 .  (U)  After o n e  m o r e  d a y  o f  f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s , '  AME'RI'CA t r a n s i t e d  
t h e  s t r a i t s  o f  M e s s i n a  o n  i t s  way t o  a n c h o r  a t  C a t a n i a ,  S i c i l y .  

7 .  (U) F o l l o w i n g  t h e  b r i e f  p o r t  c a l l  a t  C a t a n i a ,  t h e  mon th  o f  
F e b r u a r y  b e g a n  w i t h  a f u l l  f l i g h t  s c h e d u l e .  AMERICA c o n d u c t e d  
f l e x  d e c k  m i s s i o n s .  VA-15 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  c o m p e t i t i v e  m i n i n g  
e x e r c i s e s ,  a n t i - a i r  warfare r a i d s  (AAWEX) o n  CV-66, S u r f a c e ,  S u b -  
s u r f a c e ,  S u r v e i l l a n c e  C o o r d i n a t i o n  (SSSC) a n d  e x p e n d e d  p r a c t i c e  
o r d n a n c e .  

8 .  (U)  D u r i n g  N a t i o n a l  Week X X I V ,  a  m a j o r  SIXTH F l e e t  E x e r c i s e  
c o n d u c t e d  5 - 1 0  FEB, VA-15 flew 1 3 7  s o r t i e s  w i t h  p r i m a r y  e m p h a s i s  
o n  W a r - a t - S e a  t a c t i c s ,  SSSC, SUCAP, a n d  s t r i k e  i n t e r d i c t i o n  t a c t i c s .  
VA-15 b r i e f e d  a n d  l e d  d e e p  i n t e r d i c t i o n  a i r w i n g  s t r i k e s  o n  G i o i a  
d e  C o l l e  A i r f i e l d  i n  S o u t h e r n  I t a l y .  

9 .  (U)  On 9 F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  N a v a l  S a f e t y  C e n t e r  I n s p e c t i o n  Team 
c o n d u c t e d  a s u r v e y  a n d  i n s p e c t i o n  i n  w h i c h  n o  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  were 
n o t e d .  The s q u a d r o n ' s  s e c t i o n / d i v i s i o n  l e a d e r  PQS p r o g r a m  was 
s i n g l e d  o u t  a s  o u t s t a n d i n g .  T h i s  i n s p e c t i o n  team a l s o  v i e w e d  a  
p e r f e c t  e x a m p l e  o f  p i l o t  s k i l l  i n  a n  e m e r g e n c y  s i t u a t i o n ,  when LT  
R u s s e l l  NOLAN t r a p p e d  s a f e l y  a b o a r d  AMERICA a f t e r  d e v e l o p i n g  
m u l t i p l e  s t a g e  c o m p r e s s o r  s t a l l s  w h i c h  h a d  d a n g e r o u s l y  d e g r a d e d  
e n g i n e  p e r f o r m a n c e .  

D e c l a s s i f y  on 1 MAR 8 5  



DECLASSIFIED 

1 0 .  ( C )  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  E x e r c i s e  N a t i o n a l  Week X X I V ,  
a  p r a c t i c e  L a u n c h  S e q u e n c e  P l a n  ( L S P ) ,  a n d  u n d e r w a y  r e p l e n i s h m e n t ,  
AMERICA d r o p p e d  a n c h o r  a t  P a l m a  d e  M a l l o r c a ,  1 3 - 2 6  F e b r u a r y .  The  
d e p e n d e n t s '  f l i g h t  a n d  m i d - c r u i s e  b r e a k  a t  P a l m a  were t h o r o u g h l y  
e n  j o y e d .  

11. ( U )  W h i l e  i n p o r t ,  VA-15 ' s  LT3G D o u g l a s  MAGNANT s e r v e d  a s  
AMERICA l i a i s o n  w i t h  t h e  U .  S .  C o n s u l a r  Agency  i n  P a l m a .  He w a s  
m o s t  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  a r r a n g i n g  t o u r s  o f  CV-66 f o r  t h e  M a l l o r c a n s ,  
a s  wel l  a s  v i s i t i n g  t o u r i s t s .  LT R u s s e l l  P .  NOLAN d e p a r t e d  VA-15, 
h a v i n g  a c c e p t e d  o r d e r s  t o  VT-4. 

1 2 .  ( C )  F o l l o w i n g  a n  e n j o y a b l e  p o r t  v i s i t ,  AMERICA h o s t e d  t h e  
U .  S .  A m b a s s a d o r  t o  F r a n c e  w i t h  VA-15 l e a d i n g  a  f l i g h t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  h o n o r e d  g u e s t .  T h i s  v i s i t  w a s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  d a y - l o n g  e x e r c i s e ,  DASIX - D e f e n s e  A r r e a n t  SIXTH F l e e t ,  
w h i c h  e x e r c i s e d  t h e  F r e n c h  Air D e f e n s e  F o r c e s  a g a i n s t  VA-15 ' s  
s i m u l a t e d  a i r  s t r i k e s  i n t o  S o u t h e r n  F r a n c e .  VA-15 flew 5 3  s o r t i e s ,  
w i t h  e m p h a s i s  on  l o w  l e v e l  i n t e r d i c t i o n  s t r i k e s  i n  a  h i g h  t h r e a t  
a n t i - a i r  w a r f a r e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h i s  e x e r c i s e  was  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
b e n e f i c i a l  i n  p r o v i d i n g  a  r e a l i s t i c  s c e n a r i o  t o  d e v e l o p  low l e v e l  
t a c t i c s  i n  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  enemy a i r c r a f t  f a r  o u t n u m b e r e d  
f r i e n d l y  s u p p o r t  a i r c r a f t .  

13. (U)'  AMERICA a n c h o r e d  i n  P o z z u o l i  Bay ,  2 - 8  March ,  l o c a t e d  
n o r t h  o f  N a p l e s .  P o z z u o l i  Bay p r o v e d  t o  b e  a n  i d e a l  r o a d s t e a d  
w i t h  a w e l l - p r o t e c t e d  h a r b o r  w h i c h  p o s e d  n o  h i n d r a n c e  t o  l i b e r t y  
b o a t  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  i t s  c a l m  w a t e r s .  

1 4 .  ( C )  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a ' s  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  P o z z u o l i  Bay ,  
t a s k  g r o u p  v e r s u s  t a s k  g r o u p  o p e r a t i o n s  were c o n d u c t e d  a g a i n s t  
USS NIMITZ (CVN-68) f o r  P a s s e x  7 8 .  VA-15 ' s  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  
CDR R o b e r t  l'Bo" SMITH, a n d  O p e r a t i o n s  Of f i ce r ,  LCDR G e o r g e  " S p i d e r "  
WEBB, b r i e f e d  a n d  l e d  t w o  o f  t h r e e  m a j o r  W a r - a t - S e a  S t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  
a  l a r g e  t a s k  f o r c e .  

1 5 .  (U)  S u b s e q u e n t  t o  P a s s e x  7 8 ,  VA-15 f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  
l o w  l e v e l  n a v i g a t i o n ,  b o m b i n g ,  a n d  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  f l i g h t  d e m o n s t r a -  
t i o n  f o r  CINCUSNAVEUR, ADM 3 o s e p h  MOORE. 

16. ( C )  P h i b l e x  7 8 ,  1 8 - 1 9  M a r c h ,  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  S o u t h e a s t e r n  
S p a i n .  VA-15 f lew 5 7  s o r t i e s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  Navy a n d  M a r i n e  F o r c e s ,  
e m p h a s i z i n g  c l o s e  a i r  s u p p o r t  (CAS) a n d  Command a n d  C o n t r o l  
e x e r c i s e s .  

1 7 .  (U)  B a r c e l o n a ,  S p a i n ,  2 0 - 2 8  March ,  was  a  w e l c o m e d  s i g h t  f o l l o w -  
i n g  t h e  q u i c k  t e m p o  o f  f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a t - s e a  
p e r i o d .  The w e e k - l o n g  p o r t  c a l l  g a v e  s a i l o r s  a m p l e  time t o  r e l a x  
a n d  c o m p l e t e  r e q u i r e d  m a i n t e n a n c e  on  t h e  C o r s a i r s  11's. D u r i n g  
t h e  B a r c e l o n a  p o r t  v i s i t ,  t h e  V a l i o n s  we lcomed  a b o a r d  LT3G H a r v e y  
G .  SWIFT f r o m  VA-174. 
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18. (U) The n e x t  a t - s e a  p e r i o d  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a  s h o r t  o n e ,  w i t h  
VA-15 t a k i n g  t o  t h e  a i r  f o r  s i m u l a t e d  W a r - a t - S e a  s t r i k e s  a n d  
s t r a f i n g  AMERrCA1s s p a r  w h i l e  e n r o u t e  t o  V a l e n c i a ,  S p a i n .  

1 9 .  (U) The f i n a l  month o f  t h e  d e p l o y m e n t ,  A p r i l ,  o p e n e d  i n  
p o r t  a t  V a l e n c i a ,  S p a i n ,  3 1  March - 4  A p r i l ,  w h e r e  C D R  G e o r g e  
W .  W H I T E ,  3 r . , a s s u m e d  command o f  C a r r i e r  Air Wing SIX f r o m  
CAPT R .  F .  BALL.  

2 0 .  (U) F o l l o w i n g  a n o t h e r  s h o r t  t r a n s i t ,  A M E R I C A  a n c h o r e d  a t  
Malaga ,  S p a i n ,  7 - 1 1  A p r i l ,  b e f o r e  d e p a r t i n g  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  
f o r  t u r n o v e r  w i t h  t h e  USS FORRESTAL (CV-59) a t  R o t a ,  S p a i n ,  
1 4 - 1 5  A p r i l .  

21 .  (U)  The A t l a n t i c  c r o s s i n g  p r o v e d  t o  b e  u n e v e n t f u l  u n t i l  
A M E R I C A  a n x i o u s l y  moored a t  P i e r  S e v e n ,  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n a .  
S q u a d r o n  p e r s o n n e l  f l e w  t o  NAS Cec i l  F i e l d ,  F l o r i d a  f o r  a  l o n g -  
a n t i c i p a t e d  homecoming,  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  a l l  t e n  V a l i o n  C o r s a i r s  
l a n d e d  a t  Cec i l .  

22 .  (U) The p o s t  d e p l o y m e n t  s t a n d d o w n  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  
l i b e r a l  l e a v e  p o l i c y ,  g r a d u a l l y  w o r k i n g  i n t o  f u l l  o p e r a t i o n s  
i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  V a l i o n l s  e x t e n s i v e  c o m p e t i t i v e  e x e r c i s e  
(compex)  p r o g r a m .  

23 .  (U) I n  May, t h e  V a l i o n s  welcomed two new p i l o t s  t o  t h e  
r a n k s  o f  t h e  e l i t e  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  L C D R  R o b e r t  A .  
BROOKS a n d  LT3G G r e g o r y  L .  G O R E  f r o m  VA-174. I n  3 u n e ,  LCDR 
D e n n i s  C A R R O L L  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  a b o a r d  f r o m  VA-174. 

24 .  ( U )  The C O M L A T W I N G  ONE P o s t - C r u i s e  C o r r o s i o n  I n s p e c t i o n  was 
c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  r e s u l t s .  The V a l i o n s  f l e w  p r a c t i c e  a n d  
c o m p e t i t i v e  e x e r c i s e s  on  a  d a i l y  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  
summer m o n t h s .  

25 .  (U) T h r e e  " o l d  dogsI1 o f  VA-15 were f a r w e l l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  month 
o f  3 u n e  - L C D R  Thomas R .  MITCHELL I11 t o  C O M L A T W I N G  ONE, LCDR 
R o b e r t  W .  MOLONEY t o  i n s t r u c t o r  d u t y  a t  t h e  U .  S .  N a v a l  Academy, 
a n d  LT R o b e r t  C .  YAKELEY t o  VT-21. When n o t  s a y i n g  good-by ,  t h e  
V a l i o n s  were b u s y  o r g a n i z i n g ,  p l a n n i n g ,  b r i e f i n g  and  e x e c u t i n g  
W a r - a t - S e a  S t r i k e s  o n  HMS Arc R o y a l  a n d  USS MAHAN (DDG-42) i n  
t h e  3 a c k s o n v i l l e  OPAREA, C o o r d i n a t e d  S t r i k e  Compexes a t  P i n e c a s t l e  
T a r g e t ,  a n d  f l e e t  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  a b o a r d  USS 
LEXINGTON (AVT-16). 

26 .  (C)  I n  3 u l y ,  V a l i o n  i n n o v a t o r s  worked w i t h  t h e  COMLATWING 
ONE Weapons S c h o o l  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  optimum u s e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
A7E A i r - t o - A i r  g u n n e r y  s o l u t i o n  t o  a c h i e v e  h i t s  o n  t h e  towed  
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b a n n e r .  The  s q u a d r o n  c o n d u c t e d  n u m e r o u s  t r a i n i n g  s o r t i e s  f o l l o w e d  
by 1 3  p i l o t s  c o m p e x i n g  i n  A i r - t o - A i r  G u n n e r y ,  t h e  b e s t  p e r f o r m a n c e  
t o  d a t e  by a n y  A7 S q u a d r o n .  

2 7 .  ( U )  A f o r m a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e / M a t e r i a l  (ADMAT) I n s p e c t i o n  w a s  
c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  s t a f f  o f  COMLATWING ONE o n  2 5  3uly 1 9 7 8 .  
The  o v e r a l l  g r a d e  w a s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  w i t h  A v i a t i o n  S a f e t y ,  
M a i n t e n a n c e  C o n t r o l ,  T r a i n i n g ,  Command A c t i o n  P l a n ,  a n d  A i r  
I n t e l l i g e n c e  a r e a s  b e i n g  s i n g l e d  o u t  a s  b e i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
n o t e w o r t h y .  

2 8 .  (U) C o n c o m i t a n t  w i t h  t h e  ADMAT w a s  COMLATWING ONE'S R e t e n t i o n  
I n s p e c t i o n ,  w h i c h  a s s e s s e d  t h e  S q u a d r o n ' s  R e t e n t i o n  P r o g r a m  a s  
o u t s t a n d i n g ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  i n t e n s e  command l e v e l  i n v o l v e m e n t  
a n d  o u t s t a n d i n g  career  c o u n s e l i n g  e x p e r t i s e .  

2 9 .  (U) A l l  s q u a d r o n  p i l o t s  p r a c t i c e d  water r e s c u e  t e c h n i q u e s  
w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  Red L i o n s  f r o m  HELANTISUBRON FIFTEEN. 
P i l o t s  were r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h e  S t .  3 o h n ' s  R i v e r  i n  f u l l  f l i g h t  
g e a r  u s i n g  t w o  SH-3 H e l o s 1  a n d  c o m b a t  r e c o v e r y  t e c h n i q u e s .  T h i s  
e v o l u t i o n  i n  A u g u s t  was h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  p r o v i d i n g  p i l o t s  w i t h  
p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  s i g n a l i n g  d e v i c e s  a n d  f l i g h t  e q u i p m e n t  
d u r i n g  water r e s c u e .  The  Red L i o n s  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  v a l u a b l e  
c r o s s - t r a i n i n g  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e  c o m b a t  r e s c u e  
t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  p i l o t s  a n d  a s  wel l  a s  t h e i r  own c rewmen .  

30. ( C )  A u g u s t  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a n  a c t i v e  mon th  w i t h  a W a r - a t - S e a  
s t r i k e  a g a i n s t  USS TALBOT (FFG-4) ,  a  p i l o t  e x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m  w i t h  
VA-192, a n d  CNO p r o j e c t  2 2 1 - 1 - O T - I I I A - 2  Q u i c k s t r i k e  Mine OPEVAL. 

31. ( C )  The V a l i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e v i e w  a n d  d e v e l o p  W a r - a t - S e a  
t a c t i c s ,  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  t r a i n i n g  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  b o t h  U .  S .  
a n d  S o v i e t  c o m b a t a n t s .  

32 .  (C)  F o u r  VA-15 a i r c r a f t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a n  e x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m  
w i t h  VA-192. The a i r c r a f t  d e p l o y e d  t o  C h i n a  L a k e ,  NAS L e m o o r e ,  
a n d  NAS Miramar f r o m  27 A u g u s t  t o  2  S e p t e m b e r .  LT3G IHLENBURG 
e x p e n d e d  o n e  AGM-45 a t  C h i n a  L a k e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  u p d a t i n g  War- 
a t - S e a  t a c t i c s  w i t h  VX-5 p e r s o n n e l .  Aircrews p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
c o o r d i n a t e d  s t r i k e s  a t  T o l i c h a  A i r f i e l d  ( N e l l i s  AFB R a n g e )  
w h i l e  a t  NAS Lemoore ,  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  l e d  a s t r i k e  a t  NAF C h i n a  
L a k e ' s  E c h o  R a n g e  o p p o s e d  by t h e  t o p  g u n  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s  w h i l e  
a t  NAS Miramar. S e v e r a l  m u l t i p l e  p r a c t i c e  bombing  s o r t i e s  were 
a l s o  c o m p l e t e d  a t  NAS F a l l o n  t a r g e t s .  VA-192 s e n t  two  a i r c r a f t  
t o  NAS C e c i l  F i e l d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Air- 
t o - A i r  G u n n e r y ,  W a r - a t - S e a  s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  USS M A H A N  (DDG-42),  
a n d  a West v e r s u s  E a s t  bombing  d e r b y  a t  P i n e c a s t l e  t a r g e t .  
T h i s  Det s e r v e d  t o  f a m i l i a r i z e d  VA-192 p i l o t s  w i t h  l o c a l  o p e r a t i n g  
a r e a s  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  w o r k u p s  a b o a r d  USS AMERICA (CV-66)  w i t h  
cvw- 11. 
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33.  (C)  The f i n a l  e v e n t  o f  A u g u s t  was t h e  Q u i c k s t r i k e  Mine 
OPEVAL. F o u r  VA-15 a i r c r a f t  d r o p p e d  Q u i c k s t r i k e  Mines  EX-62 
Mod 0  a n d  EX-65 Mod 0  i n  a  d e s i g n a t e d  a r e a  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  
N a v a l  S u r f a c e  Weapons C e n t e r  o f f  t h e  F o r t  L a u d e r d a l e  C o a s t .  

34 .  (U) S e p t e m b e r  a n d  e a r l y  O c t o b e r  o p e r a t i o n s  e m p h a s i z e d  Air- 
t o - A i r  a n d  A i r - t o - G r o u n d  compexes  a s  wel l  a s  s i m u l a t e d  s t r i k e s  
a g a i n s t  USS M A H A N  (DDG-42) and  USS SARATOGA (CV-60).  

35 .  (U) The Human R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b i l i t y  S u r v e y  was  c o n d u c t e d  
e a r l y  i n  O c t o b e r  a n d  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  command i s  h i g h l y  
g o a l - o r i e n t e d  w i t h  a n  e x t r e m e l y  e f f e c t i v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f l o w .  

36 .  (C)  D u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  O c t o b e r ,  VA-15 d e p l o y e d  t o  
NAVSTA R o o s e v e l t  Roads ,  P u e r t o  Rico, f o r  t h e  CVW-6 Weapons 
Dep loyment .  D u r i n g  t h i s  e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  s q u a d r o n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
e v a l u a t e d  m i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  u s i n g  o f f s e t  bombing t e c h n i q u e s  a t  
t h e  u n d e r w a t e r  t r a c k i n g  r a n g e  o f f  S t .  C r o i x  I s l a n d .  The V a l i o n s  
a l s o  p l a n n e d  a n d  b r i e f e d  r a i d / W a r - a t - S e a  M i s s i o n s  on t h e  USS 
EISENHOWER (CVN-69) f o r  h e r  O R E  and  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  OPTEVFOR 
TEST PLAN 147-OT-11181265-OT-II IC OPEVAL f o r  t h e  SPG-48C by 
p l a n n i n g  a n d  b r i e f i n g  f u l l y  c o o r d i n a t e d  m u l t i - t h r e a t  a x i s  r a i d  
p r o f i l e s  on  USS MAHAN (DDG-42). 

37 .  (C)  W h i l e  i n  P u e r t o  R i c o  t h e  s q u a d r o n  f l e w  3 3 4  s o r t i e s  a n d  
c o m p l e t e d  8 6  compex e v e n t s  ( 4 7  E ' s )  d e s p i t e  e x t r e m e l y  p o o r  
w e a t h e r  t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  d e p l o y m e n t .  A t o t a l  o f  n i n e  
s q u a d r o n  p i l o t s  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  V a l i o n  D i v i s i o n / S e c t i o n  Leader  
PQS p r o g r a m  a n d  were s o  d e s i g n a t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  d e p l o y m e n t .  

38 .  (U) The V a l i o n s  r e t u r n e d  t o  NAS Ceci l  F i e l d  i n  November t o  
s a y  g o o d - b y e  t o  LT Bert 30HNSTON a n d  t o  welcome a b o a r d  LT3G 
3ohn MCCLAIN b e f o r e  d e p l o y i n g  a b o a r d  USS A M E R I C A  (CV-66) ,  
27  November - 7  December f o r  TYT-1. 

3 9 .  (U) W h i l e  a b o a r d  USS A M E R I C A  (CV-66) ,  t h e  V a l i o n s  l e a r n e d  
t h a t  t h e y  were a w a r d e d  t h e  COMNAVAIRLANT B a t t l e  " E "  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  t h e i r  f i n e  r e c o r d  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h e  a i r  a n d  on t h e  g r o u n d .  

4 0 .  (U) The r e m a i n d e r  o f  December was  f i l l e d  w i t h  more A i r - t o -  
Ground c o m p e t i t i v e  e x e r c i s e s  b e f o r e  s e t t l i n g  b a c k  t o  e n J o y  t h e  
C h r i s t m a s  H o l i d a y s .  
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1978' FL'I'GHT 'TI'ME 

1. 1. TOTAL FLYING DAYS: 209  

2. TOTAL TIME: 5260 .7  HOURS 

3. TOTAL DAY TIME: 4 3 9 1 . 7  HOURS 

4 .  TOTAL NIGHT TIME: 869 .0  HOURS 

5. TOTAL SORTIES: 3 1 2 3  

6 .  TOTAL DAY SORTIES: 2 5 8 5  

7 .  TOTAL NIGHT SORTIES: 5 3 8  

8.  TOTAL TRAPS: 1 3 0 7  

9 .  TOTAL DAY TRAPS: 1 0 0 2  

1 0 .  TOTAL NIGHT TRAPS: 3 0 5  

11. TOTAL COMPEX EVENTS: 4 1 6 / 2 5 1  E t S  

DECLASSIFIED 
E n c l o s u r e  ( 3 )  
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DECLASSIFIED 
ATTACK SQUADRON F I F T E E N  

1 9 7 8  ORDNANCE EXPENDITURE REPORT 

MK76 PRACTICE BOMB 8 2 3 6  

M K 1 0 6  PRACTICE BOMB 7 3 8  

MK82 LDGP 1 7  

MK82 I N E R T  1 3 8  

MK83 I N E R T  1 4  

MK84  LDGP 0 

MK84 I N E R T  0 

A I M - 9 G  

AGM-45 

20MM TP 

20MM H E 1  

MK58 MARINE MARKER 

MK45 FLARES 

MK46  DECOY FLARES 

CHAFF 

2 . 7 5  I N C H  ROCKETS 

5 I N C H  ROCKETS 

BDU-20  

BDU-36 

BDU-8 

MK36 M I N E S  

M K 1 3 1  

MK2 CTG 

MK4 CTG 

E n c l o s u r e  (4) 

D e c l a s s i f y  on' 1' MAR' 8 5  



UNCLASSIF IED 

ATTACK SQUADRON F I F T E E N  
AD'V'ANCE'M'E'NT/'R'EENLI'S'TMENT 'STATI'STICS' 'FOR 'CY 78 

ADVANCEMENTS 

NUMBER 

EXAMINED 

ADVANCED 

PERCENT 

PASSED NOT ADVANCED 

NOT E L I G I B L E  

E L I G I B L E  

REENLISTED 

PERCENTAGE 

MARCH 

58 

REENLISTMENTS 

F I R S T  TERM 

24 

SEPTEMBER 

61 

3 1  

51 

29 

CAREER 

Enclosure (6) 

UNCLASSIF IED 


