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ATTACK SQUADRON FIFTEEN 
HISTORY FOR 1 9 7 7  

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

JANUARY 

0 1 - 0 7  1 9 7 7  opens w i t h  VA-15 a t  h o m e  a t  NAS C e c i l  F i e ld ,  F L  

0 7 - 2 2  Squadron deploys t o  MCAS Yuma, A r i z o n a  w i t h  CVW-6 for  
w e a p o n s  d e t a c h m e n t  

2 3 - 3 1  VA-15 shore based a t  NAS C e c i l  F ie ld  for  p r e - w o r k u p  t r a i n i n g  

FEBRUARY 

1 - 2 2  P r e - w o r k u p  t r a i n i n g  

2 3  VA-15 m o v e s  aboard CV-66, N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a  

MARCH 

2 4  FEB - 4 MAR R e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  a t  V i r g i n i a  C a p e s  

0 5 - 0 9  VA-15 aboard CV-66 i n p o r t  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a  

1 0 - 1 8  T y p e  T r a i n i n g  1 - V i r g i n i a  C a p e s  

1 9 - 2 2  Inpor t  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a  

A P R I L  

2 3  MAR - 0 4  APR T y p e  T r a i n i n g  I1 - V i r g i n i a  C a p e s  

0 5 - 1 3  CV-66 inpor t  N o r f o l k ,  VA; VA-15 t o  NAS C e c i l  F ie ld  

1 4 - 2 4  %pe T r a i n i n g  I I I / O R E  i n  Jacksonville OPAREA 

MAY 

2 4  APR - 0 2  MAY CV-66 i npo r t  N o r f o l k ,  VA-15 returned t o  NAS C e c i l  
F ie ld ,  F L  

0 3 - 0 7  CV-66 transits f r o m  N o r f o l k  t o  Mayport, F L  conducting 
exercise 

ALOUD FOXTROT - VA-15 embarked. VALIONS a lso f l e w  sorties f o r m  NAS 
C e c i l  F i e l d  F1 for  LATWING ONE bombing derby 

0 7 - 0 9  CV-66 inpor t  Mayport, F L  

1 0 - 2 5  E x e r c i s e  SOLID SHIELD-~~~~/TACS/TADS/OED 
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JUNE 

2 6  MAY - 0 7  JUN VA-15 re turns  t o  NAS C e c i l  F i e l d  

0 7  1 year accident free f l i g h t  operations for VA-15 

08 -09  VA-15 r e t u r n s  aboard CV-66 

1 0 - 2 1  UNDERWAY for S o u t h  A m e r i c a  

1 9  USS AMERICA crosses the equator and ALL HANDS pay h o m a g e  t o  
"NEPTUNUS REX" 

22-24  Inpor t  Salvador, B r a z i l  

25-27  T r a n s i t  t o  R i o  de Janiero, B r a z i l ;  ~ r a z i l h v -  S - 2 ' s  and S H 3 ' s  
conduct j o in t  ASW OPS f r o m  the USS AMERICA 

2 8  JUN - 0 4  JULY Inpor t  Rio de Janiero 

4 VA-15 sponsors the R i o  L i o n ' s  C l u b  aboard t he  USS AMERICA for 
t h e  J u l y  4 celebration 

0 5 - 0 8  E x e r c i s e  QUICKDRAW-77 conducted i n  conjunction w i t h  the 
B r a z i l i a n . .  N a v y  

09-19  CV-66 heads nor th  t o  N o r f o l k ,  VA. 

AUGUST 

2 0  JUL - 1 4  AUG VA-15 returns t o  NAS C e c i l  F i e l d  

1 4 - 2 4  VA-15 aboard CV-66 fo r  COMPTUEX i n  t he  C a r i b b e a n  

SEPTEMBER 

2 5  AUG - 2 0  SEP VA-15 a t  NAS C e c i l  F i e l d  

2 1 - 2 3  VA-15 aboard CV-66 fo r  CARQUALS 

24 -26  VA-15 a t  NAS C e c i l  F i e l d  for  PRECRUISE PACK-UP 

27 -28  Squadron m o v e s  t o  N o r f o l k ,  VA aboard CV-66 

OCTOBER 

2 9  SEP - 0 8  OCT U n d e r w a y  for  the Mediterranean 
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29-30 Exercise  OCEaN SAFARI - f l i g h t  opera t ions  conducted without  
d i v e r t s  throughout c ross ing  

09-14 Inpor t  Rota, Spain and turn-over wi th  t h e  USS INDEPENDENCE 

15-25:: CV-66 t r a n s i t e d  t h e  S t r a i t s  of  Gibra l t a r .  Conducted f l i g h t  
opera t ions  i n  t h e  Tyrrhenian and Ionian Seas. 

NOVEMBER 

26 OCT - 6 NOV I n p o r t  B r i n d i s i ,  I t a l y  

07-22 F l i g h t  Operations i n  t h e  Ionian Sea, c e n t r a l  Mediterranean, 
and Aegean Seas. 

22-26 Inpor t  Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia 

27 - F l i g h t  Operations i n  t h e  A d r i a t i c  Sea 

DECEMBER 

28 NOV - 02 DEC Inpor t  Trieste, I t a l y  

03-15 F l i g h t  Operations i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Mediterranean and Aegean 
Sea 

16-26 Inpor t  Palma de Mallorca, Spain 

17 VA-15 Change of Command, CDR R. S. SMITH r e l i e v e d  CDR K.  W. 
HIJEHN 

27-29 F l i g h t  opera t ions  i n  t h e  Tyrrhenian Sea 

30 DEC - 08 JAN 1978 I n p o r t  Genoa, I t a l y  
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UNCLASSIFIED ATTACK SQUADRON FIFTEEN 
HISTORY FOR 1977 

NARRATIVE 

( U )  ATTACK SQUADRON FIFTEEN opened t h e  door t o  t h e  new year  
1977 a t  NAS C e c i l  F i e ld ,  Jacksonv i l l e ,  F lo r ida  under t h e  command of 
CDR K.  W.  HUEHN, USN. The month of January marked t h e  s tar t  of t h e  
work-up t r a i n i n g  cycle .  The VALIONS deployed t o  MCAS Yuma, Arizona 
wi th  C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SIX (CVW-6) commanded by CDR R. F. BALL f o r  a 
two week weapons deployment. During t h e  weapons deployment VA-15 
success fu l ly  f i r e d  2 AGM-45 missiles a t  t h e  China Lake G-Range and 
VALION p i l o t s  and maintenance personnel toured t h e  LTV p l a n t  a t  
Dallas, Texas. This t o u r  enabled our  personnel t o  view t h e  A-7 i n  
t h e  f a b r i c a t i o n  process  and developed a b e t t e r  apprec ia t ion  f o r  t h e  
complexity of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and t h e  s k i l l s  requi red  t o  manufacture 
it. An outs tanding  b r i e f i n g  on q u a l i t y  assurance techniques and pro- 
cedures h ighl ighted  t h e  v i s i t .  This t r i p  provided important face-to- 
face  l i a i s o n  wi th  key LTV and NAVPRO Dal las  s t a f f  members  b e n e f i t i n g  
morale. 

( U )  January also marked t h e  l o s s  of t w o  f i n e  o f f i c e r s ,  LTJG 
J. J. KRYGIEL ( t o  COMTRAWING 6 ,  NAS PENSACOLA, FL) and LTJG M. L. 
MOFFITT ( to  VA-174, NAS Ceci l  F ie ld ,  FL) . 

(U) Following t h e  weapons deployment t o  MCAS Y u m a ,  VA-15 con- 
ducted an extens ive  f l i g h t ,  s imula tor  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  t r a i n i n g  pro- 
gram. Training f l i g h t s  included a l l  f a c e t s  of weapons de l ive ry  i n  a 
t h r e a t  environment a t  t h e  P i n e c a s t l e  EW Range. The VALIONS made con- 
t inuous use of t h e  Night Carrier Landing Tra iner ,  2-F-84, and 2-F-111 
(E lec t ron ic  Warfare Tra iners )  based a t  Ceci l  F i e l d  along wi th  b r i e f s  
dea l ing  with t h e  t h r e a t  posed by a l l  s o v i e t  m i s s i l e  systems whether 
from land site,  sh ip ,  or  a i r c r a f t .  

( U )  This complete review continued when Attack Squadron FIFTEEN 
embarked aboard t h e  USS AMERICA (CV-66) i n  Norfolk, Virg in ia  
(Commanded by CAPT R. B. FULLER, USN) f o r  t h e  purpose of  Refresher 
Training aboard t h e  c a r r i e r  from 24  February t o  4 March. 

( U )  The r e s u l t s  of  t h e  February 1977 exam cycle ,  proved t h a t  
Attack Squadron FIFTEEN achieved a 71 percent  advancement r a t e  
(43 of 61) ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  command a t t e n t i o n  and importance placed 
on advancement and the dedicated e f f o r t s  by each ind iv idua l .  

(U) The AMERICA remained i n  Norfolk, VA u n t i l  1 0  March, when she  
deployed t o  t h e  Virg in ia  Capes (VACAPES) f o r  Type Training ONE (TYT-1). 
During t h e  TYT-1 t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s ,  VA-15 success fu l ly  f i r e d  two ( 2 )  
AIM-9G a t  drones on 15 March with one sidewinder sp lashing  t h e  drone, 
a d i r e c t  h i t .  
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( U )  The AMERICA re turned  t o  Norfolk on 18 March f o r  a w e l l -  
deserved weekend rest before heading t o  t h e  VACAPES f o r  TYT-2 
(23 MAR - 4 APR). LCDR T. J. VOGEL repor ted  from VA-174 j u s t  
before l eav ing  Norfolk. 

( U )  The VALIONS splashed a second drone on 24 March with another  
AIM-9G. On 28-29 March t h e  VALIONS w e r e  embarked when t h e  USS AMERICA 
hosted t h e  Chief of Naval Operations,  ADM HOLLOWAY; t h e  Secre tary  of 
t h e  Navy, the honorable GRAHAM CLAYTOR, J R ;  and t h e  Commander i n  
Chief A t l a n t i c  F l e e t ,  ADM ISSAC K I D D .  VA-15's Executive O f f i c e r ,  LCDR 
R. S. SMITH, l ead  a spec tacu la r  f l i g h t  demonstration which included 
bombing, s t r a f i n g ,  high speed f l y i n g ,  a i r - t o - a i r  r e f u e l i n g  and pre- 
c i s i o n  formation f l y i n g  f o r  t h e  honored d i g n i t a r i e s .  

(C) While deployed f o r  TYT-2 t h e  VALIONS p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
simulated MINEX of Charleston harbor ,  t h e  NTPI and an exe rc i se  load 
sequence plan.  Attack Squadron FIFTEEN'S four  NTPI loading teams 
performed without  a s i n g l e  discrepancy. Addi t ional ly  t h e  NTPI 

! inspectors  r a t e d  ATKRON FIFTEEN'S admin i s t r a t ive  procedures and 
records as tops  i n  t h e  a i r  wing, 

( U )  I n  recogni t ion  o f  t h e  Easter season, t h e  VALIONS re turned 
t o  NAS C e c i l  F i e l d  t o  spend t h e  hol iday (5-13 Apr i l )  with t h e i r  
f ami l i e s .  When a t  home f o r  t h i s  s h o r t  break, VA-15 h a i l e d  LTJG R. 
F. BLAKELY, J R  and s a i d  farewel l  t o  LCDR J. H .  OLIVER ( t o  CHNAVPERS 
WASH, DC) , LT R. W. YOUNG (NAVWPNEVAL FAC, KIRTLAND AFB, ALBUQUERQUE, 
NM) , LT J. R. BRODENGEYER ( to  VA-174, NAS CECIL FIELD) , and LT J. P . 
ZEOLA ( to  CIVPAC) . 

(C) On 12 Apr i l ,  VA-15 personnel re turned  t o  Norfolk, VA i n  
p repara t ion  f o r  t h e  upcoming TYT-3 and Operat ional  Readiness Exercise  
(ORE). Type Training 3 made a f r e s h  s tar t  on 1 4  Apr i l  wi th  a f u l l  
schedule of c y c l i c  f l i g h t  opera t ions  i n  t h e  Jacksonv i l l e  Operating 
A r e a .  VA-15 f l i g h t  opera t ions  during t h e  next  f i v e  days included 
numerous war-at-sea on combatants s imula t ing  Sov ie t  o r  h o s t i l e  p l a t -  
forms, "Alpha S t r i k e s " ,  a second MINEX and a SINKEX. 

(C) 21 Apr i l  s igna led  t h e  commencement of  t h e  examination of 
t h e  previous 4 months of t r a i n i n g .  The ORE u t i l i z e d  a very demanding 
Mediterranean scenar io  where VA-15 p i l o t s  l ead  o r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
war-at-sea s t r i k e s  on simulated Kyndas, Krestas  and Kievs and an 
exe rc i se  LSP p r i o r  t o  FINEX on 24 Apr i l .  

( U )  During t h e  ORE, t h e  VALIONS received *a grade of l o w  out -  
s tanding  with t h e  most sorties flown, b e s t  boarding r a t e ,  b e s t  landing 
i n t e r v a l  and b e s t  s o r t i e  completion rate (76 o u t  of 77) f o r  a l l  
squadrons i n  CVW-6. - 
Enclosure (2)  



(U) Attack Squadron FIFTEEN re turned t o  NAS Ceci l  F i e l d  on 25 
Apr i l  t o  welcome ENS K .  M. BROWN (from VA-174). The week a t  Ceci l  
F i e l d  passed quickly  and on 2 May it w a s  again t i m e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  
Norfolk f o r  t h e ~ b e g i n n i n g  of: ALOUD GBLF. From 3-7 May, t h e  America 
t r a n s i t e d  t o  NS Mayport, FL f o r  a 3 day v i s i t .  During t h i s  t i m e ,  
s e v e r a l  VALIONS p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  LATWING ONE bombing derby. LT Mike 
HARRIS placed f o r  runner-up f o r  ind iv idua l  p i l o t  honors and t h e  
squadron f i n i s h e d  4 th  (10 squadrons p a r t i c i p a t e d )  . The derby was 
en te red  wi th  extremely s h o r t  l ead  t i m e  and an absolu te  minimum of 
shore based support  as t h e  major i ty  of  t h e  squadron was deployed f o r  
e x e r c i s e  ALOUD GOLF a n t i c i p a t i n g  exe rc i se  SOLID SHIELD 77 (during 
t h i s  t i m e  frame) . 

(C) Exercise  SOLID SHIELD 77 (10-25 May) emphasized a i r  opera- 
t i o n s  exe rc i s ing  t h e  TACS-TADS/OED i n t e r f a c e  with t h e  Army, A i r  
Force, Marines and Navy t o  ensure maximum e f f i c i e n c y ,  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  
and responsiveness f o r  the  opera t iona l  t a sk .  Upon conclusion of  
SOLID SHIELD, t h e  USS AMERICA headed nor th  t o  Norfolk on 25 May. 

( U )  Upon a r r i v a l  i n  Norfolk, t h e  VALIONS re turned t o  Ceci l  FieLd 
f o r  a 2 week pre-cru ise  i n t e r l u d e .  During t h i s  w e l l  deserved v i s i t  
home, VA-15 received ENS M. R.  GROOTHOUSEN from VA-174 and ce lebra ted  
one year  of acc ident  f r e e  opera t ions  on 7 June. Attack Squadron 
FIFTEEN then  prepared i t s e l f  f o r  a mini-deployment aboard CV-66 t o  
B r a z i l  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  show t h e  f l a g  and t o  opera te  wi th  t h e  Braz i l i an  
Navy. 

(U) The VALIONS re turned t o  Norfolk on 8-9 June and t h e  AMERICA 
g o t  underway on 10 June. During t h e  12 day c r u i s e  t o  South America, 
f l i g h t  opera t ions  were conducted on a d a i l y  b a s i s  t o  g ive  a l l  air-  
c r e w s  maximum t i m e  i n  t h e  a i r  and on " the  b a l l " .  On 19 June, f l i g h t  
opera t ions  w e r e  ceased i n  o r d e r  t o  pay f u l l  r e s p e c t s  t o  Neptunus Rex 
and c leanse  t h e  AMERICA of  i t ' s  Pollywog Vermin a s  she crossed through 
t h e  domain of Equi tor ia .  

( U )  The America dropped anchor a t  Salvador,  B r a z i l  on 22 June 
where t h e  VALIONS got  a quick t a s t e  of t h e  "Tropical Del ights" .  
Combined opera t ions  wi th  t h e  Braz i l i an  S-2's and SH-3's began on 
25  June. During t h e  t r a n s i t  south,  Braz i l i an  S-2's conducted carrier 
qua l s  t o  br ing  t h e i r  p i l o t s  up t o  speed, while t h e  Braz i l i an  c a r r i e r  
was under r e p a i r .  

( U )  The America stopped a t  Rio de Jan ie ro  on 28 June f o r  a week 
f i l l e d  wi th  sun, beaches and samba. The s t o p  a t  Rio l a s t e d  through 
t h e  Independence hol iday when t h e  VALIONS sponsored t h e  Rio 6e Jan ie ro  
Lion 's  Club aboard t h e  CV f o r  t h e  hol iday f e s t i v i t i e s .  
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( U )  At tack Squadron FIFTEEN s e i z e d  t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  exce l  a s  
ambassadors of  goodwill on t h e  South America deployment by con tac t ing  
t h e  l o c a l  Lion ' s  Club i n  Orange Park, F l o r i d a  and o f f e r i n g  t o  be 
t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  The Lion ' s  g l a d l y  accepted t h e  o f f e r  and made 
arrangements f o r  Attack Squadron FIFTEEN VA-lions t o  sponsor a J u l y  
4 th  open:house on board t h e  USS AMERICA i n  Rio de Jan ie ro .  Commander 
K e l  HUEHN presented  t h e  R i o  L ion ' s  Club d i s t r i c t  governor wi th  a go ld  
l i o n  on behalf  of t h e  Orange Park Lion ' s  Club. This  p r o j e c t  promoted 
increased  good r e l a t i o n s  both  wi th  t h e  Rio community and wi th in  t h e  
l o c a l  area. 

( U )  Upon depa r t ing  Rio on 5 J u l y  t h e  A m e r i c a  and h e r  a i r  wing 
conducted e x e r c i s e  QUICKDRaW 77, a j o i n t  e x e r c i s e  wi th  khe Braakl ian 
Navy. Following t h e  e x e r c i s e ,  t h e  A m e r i c a  tu rned  nor th  on 9 J u l y  
t o  begin t h e  long voyage back t o  Norfolk a r r i v i n g  on 19 Ju ly .  During 
t h e  t r a n s i t ,  ATKRON FIFTEEN rece ived  t h e  h ighes t  grade f o r  COMCARAIR- 
WING SIX mini-corrosion inspec t ion .  

( U )  Following t h e  South American c r u i s e  t h e  personnel  of  VA-15 
re turned  t o  C e c i l  F i e l d  t o  say  goodbye t o  LT R. K.  ANDERSON ( t o  COM- 
NAVAIRSYSCOM, WASH, DC) and w e l c o m e  t o  CW02 W. G .  HINKLE (from NAS 
FALLON, Nevada) . 

( U )  Subsequent t o  t h e  South American c r u i s e ,  t h e  VALIONS had no 
t i m e  a t  C e c i l  F i e l d  f o r  a p o s t  c r u i s e  s t a n d  down. A l l  VALIONS w e r e  
preoccupied by t h e  CWTPI wi th  VA-15 producing most s a t i s f a c t o r y  
r e s u l t s .  

(U)  Mid-August marked t h e  squadron r e t u r n  t o  Norfolk f o r  t h e  
12 day COMPTUEX 5-77 conducted i n  t h e  Caribbean from 14-26 August. 
The VALIONS again  s u c c e s s f u l l y  f i r e d  an AIM-9G a t  a t a r g e t  drone. 
Attack Squadron FIFTEEN also engaged i n  a i r - t o - a i r  gunnery during 
COMPTUEX wi th  very encouraging r e s u l t s  as one f l i g h t  of t h r e e  VALIONS 
recorded 56 h i t s .  This s t i r r e d  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  cont inuing such 
va luable  t r a i n i n g .  With LATWING ONE a s s i s t a n c e  and much e f f o r t  
expended, VA-15 s u c c e s s f u l l y  obta ined  t h e  necessary banners and c a b l e  
f o r  towing t o  pursue t h i s  mission while  deployed. This i s  be l ieved  
t o  be a f i r s t  f o r  a Light  Attack Squadron and has proved very valua- 
b l e  f o r  both f i g h t e r  and l i g h t  a t t a c k  squadrons i n  Carrier A i r  Wing 
SIX. Upon FINEX, t h e  A m e r i c a  re turned  t o  Norfolk and t h e  VALIONS 
re tu rned  t o  C e c i l  F i e l d  f o r  one l a s t  s i g h t  of home before  " t h e  long 
c r u i s e " .  

( U )  During t h i s  l a s t  t h r e e  week per iod  before  c r u i s e  (25 AUG - 
20  SEP), ENS John C.  IHLENBURG and LTJG Douglas R. MAGNANT joined 
Attack Squadron FIFTEEN from VA-174. The pre-cru ise  corrosion inspec- 
t i o n  brought many kudos t o  t h e  VALIONS a i r c r a f t  d i v i s i o n  f o r  t h e i r  
"outs tanding" maintenance of VA-15's Corsa i r s .  
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(U) ~ u r i n g  t he  September 1977 exam cycle ,  VA-15 achieved a 71 
percent  advancement - r a t e  (29  of 4 1 )  . 

( U )  CARQUALS were held on 21-23 SEP i n  an t i c ipa t i on  of a f u l l  
f l i g h t  schedule during t h e  cross ing t o  Rota. The VALIONS packed 
up and moved completely t o  Norfolk on 27-28 SEP saying farewell  t o  
LT G. P. GRIMaRD ( t o  VT-4, NAS PENSACOLA, FL) and LTJG R. G. BLAKELY 
( t o  NATTC, MEMPHIS, T N ) ,  family,  f r i ends  and Ceci l  Field.  

(U)  The USS AMERICA weighed anchor f o r  t h e  A t l an t i c  Ocean. 
Exercise OCEAN SAFARI was conducted on 29-30 SEP and f l i g h t  opera- 
t i o n s  without d i v e r t  f i e l d s  continued u n t i l  reaching Rota, Spain on 
9 October. 

(U)  The America remained import Rota u n t i l  1 4  October f o r  turn- 
over with t he  USS INDEPENDENCE and INCHOP t o  the  SIXTH FLEET. 

(U) Upon departure from Rota, CV-66 t r a n s i t e d  t he  s t r a i t s  of 
Gibra l t a r  t o  t he  Mediterranean Sea and s a i l e d  t o  t he  Tyrrhenian and 
Ionian seas  conducting f l i g h t  opera t ions  along t he  way. 

0 ( U )  Following opera t ions  i n  t h e  Ionian Sea, t h e  USS AMERICA c a s t  
anchor a t  Br ind i s i ,  I t a l y  on 26 October 1977. LT M. L. HARRIS 
departed t he  squadron ( t o  VA-45) while v i s i t i n g  Br ind i s i  . 

(U) The 1 0  day s t o p  on t h e  South I t a l i a n  Peninsula quickly passed, 
and t he  AMERICA soon weighed anchor t o  hold f l i g h t  opera t ions  i n  t he  
Ionian Sea on 7-8 NOV before stopping a t  t he  Souda Bay, Crete t r a i n i n g  
anchorage (on 9 NOV) . 

( U )  A MISSILEX was held on t h e  Namfi M i s s i l e  Range (on 1 0 - 1 1  NOV) 
f o r  t h e  F-14 Tomcat, and m i s s i l e  equipped surface  combatants. Fol- 
lowing t he  m i s s i l e  shoot,  CV-66 returned t o  Souda Bay f o r  one day. 

( U )  During t he  Souda Training Anchorage (on 1 2  NOV) prepara t ions  
w e r e  made f o r  the  CRAE on AVGO NISI (13-15 NOV) . The VALIONS expen- 
ded over 100 percent  of t h e i r  ordnance al lotment  f o r  t he  CRAE during 
the  2 day period. F l i g h t  opera t ions  i n  t he  Aegean Sea continued t o  
2 1  November when t he  America a r r i ved  a t  Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia. The 
s t a y  i n  Dubrovnik during t he  Thanksgiving holiday went quickly and 
CV-66 was underway on 27 NOV f o r  Trieste, I t a l y .  The ~ m e r i c a  remained 
i n  t h a t  windy c i t y  f o r  four  more days where high seas  o f t en  prohibi ted  
boating t o  t h e  beach. 

(U)  On 5-6 DEC t he  .squadron's Executive Of f ice r ,  CDR R. S. SMITH 
lead a f l i g h t  of 4 A-7 a i r c r a f t  on a "cross country" t o  Souda Bay as 
gues t  of t h e  Greek A i r  Force. This was t he  f i r s t  scheduled v i s i t  of 
USN t a c t i c a l  j e t  a i r c r a f t  t o  Greek s o i l  i n  severa l  years.  
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( U )  The next  week w a s  spen t  a t  t h e  Souda Bay t r a i n i n g  anchorage 
and conducting f l i g h t  opera t ions  i n  t h e  Aegean Sea nor th  of C r e t e  
and i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Mediterranean. During these  f l i g h t  opera t ions ,  
t h e  VALIONS made f u l l  use of t h e  Avgo N i s i  t a r g e t .  

( U )  On 12 DEC, t h e  America commenced a wes tkr ly  t r a n s i t  con- 
duct ing  f l i g h t  opera t ions  south of S i c i l y  and Sardin ia .  The VA-15 
Corsairs made maximum use of t h e  S i c i l y  and Sard in ia  l o w  levels, and 
Pachino and t h e  Capo Frasca t a r g e t s .  

(U) Following an extens ive  opera t ing  period,  t h e  America dropped 
t h e  hook a t  Palma de Mallorca. During t h i s  10 day v i s i t ,  Attack 
Squadron FIFTEEN held  i t s  change of command aboard t h e  USS AMERICA. 
CDR R. S. SMITH, USN r e l i e v e d  CDR K .  W.  HUEHN as Commanding Of f i ce r  
on 17 December. Also during t h e  s t a y  i n  Palma, t h e  VALIONS s a i d  f a r e -  
w e l l  t o  CDR F. H.  GERWE, ( t o  COMLATWING ONE) and welcomed aboard LCDR 
J. J. MAZACH, t h e  VALIONS new Executive Of f i ce r ,  and LCDR G. J. WEBB, 
J R  (both from VA-174). The VALIONS enjoyed t h e  Christmas hol iday i n  
Palma but  soon go t  underway on 27 DEC. 

( U )  F l i g h t  opera t ions  w e r e  conducted during t h e  2 day t r a n s i t  
through t h e  Tyrrhenian Sea t o  Genoa, I t a l y .  The VALIONS spen t  t h e  
remainder of 1977 i n  p o r t  Genoa, I t a l y ,  t h e  home of  Christopher 
Columbus. 
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1977 FLIGHT TIME 

1. TOTAL FLYING DAYS: 236 

2. TOTAL TIME: 5623.2 HOURS 

TOTAL DAY TIME: 4249.7 HOURS 

TOTAL NIGHT TIME: 1373.5 HOURS 

TOTAL SORTIES: 3216 

TOTAL DAY SORTIES: 2306 

TOTAL NIGHT SORTIES: 914 

TOTAL TRAPS: 2128 

TOTAL DAY TRAPS: 1411 

TOTAL NIGHT TRAPS : 717 
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ATTACK SQUADRON FIFTEEN 
1 9 7 7  ORDNANCE EXPENDITURE REPORT 

MK76 PRACTICE BOMB 

MK106 PRACTICE BOMB 

MK82 LDGP 

MK82 INERT 

MK83 INERT 

MK84 LDGP 

MK84 INERT 

AIM-9G 

AGM- 4 5 

20MM TP 

20MM HE1 

MK58 MARINE MARKER 

MK45 FLARES 

MK46 DECOY FLARES 

CHAFF 

2 . 7 5  INCH ROCKETS 

BDU-20 

BDU- 36  

BDU-8 

MK52 MINES 

MK131 

MK 2 CTG 

MK 4 CTG 
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# EXAMINED 

# ADVANCED 

PERCENT 

FIRST TERM 

NOT ELIGIBLE: 10 

ELIGIBLE: 27 

REENLISTED: 10 

PERCENTAGE : 27.02% 

ADVANCEMENTS 

FEBRUARY 

6 1  

43 

71% 

REENLISTMENTS 

SEPTEMBER 

4 1  

29 

71% 

CAREER 

5 

15  

9 
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