
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
AlTACK SQUADRON FlPlEEN 

FPO NEW YORK, OOSOI 
- IN REPLY RLCCR 10: 

vA-15/12/JJK:rlk 
5700 
ser 5 6  
2 4 MAR 1975 

From: Commanding Officer, Attack Squadron FIFTEEN 
To : Chief of Naval Operations (OP-05D2) 

Subj: Command History (Reporit Symbol 5350-1) 

Ref: (a) OPNAV Instruction 5750.12A 
(b) VA-15 Instruction 5750.12 

Encl: (1) VA-15 ChronologiczQ Events of 1974 
(2) VA-15 Narrative History of 1974 
(3) VA-15 Flight/Ordnance/Reenlistment Statistics 
(4) VA-15 Officer Billet Assignments and Precedence List 
(5) VA-15 Enlisted Roster 
(6) Biography of Co-nder H. P. KOBER, USN 
(7) Picture of commander H. P. KOBER, USN 

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b) r enclosures (1) 
through (7) are forwarded. 

d 
G. E. EVANS 

Copy to: 
Director of Naval History (OP-09B9) 



1-3 En port Baxce%o~~a, Spain, embarked on US% PWKLWN D. 
ROOSEWLT QWA-4% 1 

4-13 Operations Western Bfedbterrenean 

14-23 In port Athens, Greece 

24-28 Operations Eastern Nediterrenem 

FEBRUARY 

3 Enroute Athens, Greece 

4-10 In port Athens, Greece 

11-14 Operations Eastern Mediterrenean 

National Week Exercise - Operations 
At anchor Souda Bay 

Operations Western Mediterrenean 

In port Palma De Mallorca 

In port P a m  De Mallorca 

Enroute Rota, Spain 

In port Rota, Spain 

OUTCHOP in transit CONUS 

FDR encounters stom at sea 

1% PDR arrives Mayport, Florida 

1% Aircraft #312 crashed on flight from Maypork back to 
Cecil. Field 
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T%!RCG [Cant Od] 
< -------- ,,* 

19-31 Squadron s t a n d d m  at  NAS Cecil Field 

Aircraft 8306 crashed off Jacksonville Coast during r o u t h e  
training f Bight 

21 Change of Command Ceremony, CDR 8. P, KOBER relieves CDR 
R. C. MCCLFLRY 

26-31 Operation Solfd Shield 

1-2 Operation Sol id  Shield (Contad) 

JULY - 
1-31 Training for COMPEX begins 

AUGUST 

26-31 Weapons Detachment with CVW-6 at  MCAS Yma 

SEPTEMBER 

1-7 Weapons Detachexkt (Cont'd) 

QCTOBER 

22-24 Carrier qualifications aboard USS FWWNmIN B, R ~ S E V E L T  [CVW.-82) 

31 Type Training f aboard USS FRANKLIN Do KBgSEVELT (WA-42) 

NOVErnER 

f -8 Type Training P (Con% 'd) 

12-21 Type Training 2 aboard USS F W X M  Do ROOSEVELT QCVA-42) 

DECEMBER 

2-9 Type Training 3 asd Operational Read$nesls Evaluation abcsard 
U 3 S  FRANKLIN D o  WBOSEVELT (Ctr3h-42) 

80-31 Squadron s t a n d d m  Bar pre-cruise/Chr%stmas Leave 
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The year 1974 began for the V U I O N S  of Attack Squadron FIETEEN 
in post at Barcelona, Spain, The time was well spent by the Squadron 
on liberty as they ushered in khe new year md took a break from the 
hectic opera%ions of Mediterrenean flying. , 

On January 4- with the cruise now half over, it was back to 
work as VA-15 along with the rest of CW-6 left Barce%ona aboard 
US$ FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT ( W A - 4 2 )  for ten days sf operating in 
the 6Jes terw blediterrenem area. me daily cycles of Banmches and 
recoveries continued as the ROOSEWLT worked her way east until 
the 14th of January when the ship pulled into Athens, Greece, 
m e  ten day port of calf in the ancient city of Athens gave every- 
one a chance to relax and m y  in the squadron Cook this opportunity 
to take one or more special services tours which visited the sites 

--- of many famous Greek ruins, During %his port visit, LT YARBOROUGH 
detached, !Wo new pibsts, LT Russ MWNSON and LT Bob BUSH, reported 
aboard 

A f t e r  leaving Athens, VA-15 eontinned flight operations in the 
Eastern MediQerrenean area until January 29th when the ROOSEVELT 
again dropped anchor at a Greek poqt; this time Thessalonfki, Greece, 
Leaving 'Fhessaloniki on February 2nd, the RXX)SEVELT stemmed back to 
Athens and remained $here until February Both, A lot of the in-part 
t h e  could be attrfiut.ed to the new energy crisis, which the Navy- and 
the Sixth Fleet were jus t  beginning to feel. 

Flight operations resumed on February Ilkh and the tempo increased 
to one sf the highest levels on cruise as the VALIONS participated in 
the National Week ExercIse with other SPxkh Fleet tmfts, During ehfs 
period the VALIONS met and exceeded scheduled around the clack soztias, 
These sorties inc%uded search and survehllmce of Mediterseneaxn ship- 
pinga combat air patrols, and shulated strikes against enemy ships, 
The rest of February was spent with flight operations being c~nducted 
as the ship wo~ked her way to the Western Mediterrenemaa for her 
anticipated return t r i p  home in W c h .  One of the final parts visited. 
was the Island of Paha Be MalPorea on February 24th, In Paha HBT 
Randy SECREST detached from the sqaadron. 

On Mareh 4th it was enroute .$a Rota, Spain for the final two 
days of liberty prior to leaving fan: CONUS on March 'Pa, The US6 
FRANKLIN Do ROOSEVBLT outchopped on Marsh 7th turning over her Sfnth 
Fleet commitment to the USS FOmSTAIL QWA-S9), 

Eearts and hopes were high as the R ~ S ~ L ' b  sailed homeward w i t h  
an expected ten day transit to OceqnPa, Virginia, amd then Mayport, 
Florida. Bat mother nature dealt hew a severe B P m  as the ship was 
engulfed in a savage stom in the Zitlantic on March 14th and l%th, 
The battered ship pulled into Mayport on March 13th with her entire 
airwing still aboard. Due to storm damage to the catapults, all of 
the aircraft had to be off-loaded by crane vice being flm off, 
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During the &ransfex? of scpadron cairexaft f r o m  HA3 HiRTgyg~rk fa 
32  "5 8:ecj.J Pf ,z3 3 ,  Ep 3333 3U8Z was ~ O P C & ~  ko ~zja,w& P;I.Q~~~ z l z c ~ a f t  .52:a",2 
before it erashad shor%%y after take-csff. %T BUSH escaped se~ioas  
injury and the accident was later attxbbutad &a a fuel problem thak 
was a resuR$. sf defuelinag aboard the RWSEmET before the airc~af&~s 
offload from %he ship, 

The Bast half of ch was a stand 8oxm p e r i d  for the V ~ " ~ I O N S  
and most of the sqlcead.ran t o ~ k  advatitage of the .$be off to taka well 
earned leave, 

%w ~ p s f l  more per~ann@% changes occurred; notably LT B i l l .  P 
joined $?he! squadron and LT Re Wc BUSH departed, 

In May %PB-15 participated in &&NTREDEX E ISE 3-74, The 
squadron once again BHexv m a n y  sorties in an snv1B~snrylm.Q: much like the 
cyelbc operations aboard ship, H o ~ v B ~ ~  bad lack again plagued the 
VALXONS when ow May $t.h aircraft C304 crashed off the coast of Jack- 
sonvlPEe on a routine t r a h b g  flight, The gffstp ECDR Larry  ELBER- 
FELD, suffered a minor bum to hi s  hana as he was fraadvextmt8y 
ejected whew h i s  aircraft's canopy expladeed, On May 24th CDR R o  C ,  
MCCLASIM was relieved as ComPld%ng Officere by CDR Ed, Po KOBEW, CBW 
i4CCLWRY Patez retired from the N a v y  on 351 May, 

En June VW-15 took pare in speuat%on SOtPB SHIELD as they flew 
support rnfssfsna for QIQUR~ forces making amphibious Hmdings ow the 
North Carolina coast, Also in June %.WO more veteran piLo%s, LCDR 
Austin CWEgTIW and LIP Vhce D W ~ E l S ~ ~ 1 ) P i 6  I&:'$ the ~quadmn, The 
stmaex months were good. months for flying and the squadron began the 
job sf bproviaag both the sk2%P of the%P pilots and Lhe%%r weapon 
delivery systems @ox *he n~csrning COWEX EXERCPSES. Also the pi lo t  
turnovers continued as LT Ron TAYLOR departed and CBR G, E, EVmS 
jobed the equadron as B.$s new Exeeut%ve 0 f f P ~ e . r ~  On July 2Pse 
new ETJG@s f ~ e s h  out of .&he RAG j o b &  the V'WLPBWS, They were LTJG 
Mike MOFFIT and LTJG Joe KRYGPEL. fa August, WBR Job BALTPHPIS and 
ENS J h  RRODENGEYERP also from the RAG reported aboard, LT Hcj&~,de 
POST degaeed %or pastgzaduate school i n  Monterey, California, 

- 
& K Q a k h  the g%$oB: t w n o v e ~  nearly eompfe&e, the training cycle 

s h i f t s  into hfgh gear as %he squadron deployad to M W  B 

Arizona ~8th CVW-6 on a weapons detatclment from August wikf lb 
September %a, Tae V48TQIONS quickly jumped suk in front of the 
aiming by their perfoxxwmce and the amount of or e ex- 
pended while at H Once again Blue eo EL great meria %nkmmcs 
ef fortr the s-d 
OLIVER joined the squadron during the Y m a  dlekako 

W i t h  weapons daPfve8ey systasms and pilots now En kop shapeo ~ A B  
squadron training focused toward ~ h i p b ~ m d  spera&ioms and upcmd-ng 
eazrier qwliffe:i~as, A f t e r  se!vs$ral wmks of h & e n 8 i w @  F W  
practfee, the squadroa carrier quakifid in bath day a d  might %=dl- 
h g s  on October 22 ugh the 24th on the US6 I? 
(CVA-42). The sLa se t  fq.r ehe 
their OPEMTEQNU mESS Exl3RCf$E before d 
renean sn Jaaua~y 
and LT Bob ~ X N A W H I ,  said farewell to the 024LPON%, 



~ 2 - p ~  ~xaS.xG,,ny I was e~3i~iiucted on Nova~ker Is% %=~oag12 Yae $tho 
Q T ~  Trainf.y.3 11 an 12~ve:&er 12kh ~ n 8 ~ g h  the 21nk, ~.*x;gd %3-3 Ot":2:* .:,f- 

TJ~NAL READINESS EVXGUI~TXON on December a d  twough -the 9th. T R ~  
last t w o  new pi laks  reported abasjcd at this $ h e  i n  the personu of 
LT John ZZClm and LTJG Randy YOUNG, Dmhg kype training the 2PaIBNS 
performed P%awlhessaEy aes a team andl quickly ate-es2&%ished % 
as the besk in the aiming, The OM3 was cortadueted entirely with~uk 
fightex assees due to the P-4 fuel tank prablmt~p. The CORSAfW of 
VA-15 were ca?%ed on and quickly adapted it;knmeeI%ves to the roles af 

and alert b b d s  in addition &Q flying theizc se!hsdUsdl s=bxike mis- 
sions, 

The nqaadar~~ f%n%8h@d the ORE with a grade of high excellen$ fne%adhg 
the esmbined scarea of ersnventioraall weapnsr da%%veq, nuelem weaprsns 
delivery, and shlipboard ~peratiorms, On their retarn Q=g) 
ber $th, khe VA%IONS completed the E b a l  load aboard. pz 
Ae &his time?, y squadron geraonuaeB kook the standdm peg&d ko enjoy 
Chkbskmas %ewe. Pilots dstakchh g this p e ~ i o d  were LT Ucltnie 
VaLNDEVENDER, LT John MATULA, d e  Gunner, CWO B i l l  FOWLER, 

The year ended much like it hCd began fox the VALIONS wia the 
main emphasis on csrr~fer spesatiora~, as the squadron again looked 
fornard ko a Medfteraeenean deployment, 

. . 
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FLIGET/'ORDNANCE/REENIIISTMNT STATISTICS 

3f , 1974 Mediterrenean cruise stakPst%cs% 

a, CVA sorties - 2,642 

b. @gPA Flight Hours - 1,207.3 hours 

c. Total CVA traps 

1. Day - 715 

2. Night - 281 
Total - 996 

11, 1374 Total Flight BOUS - 4,706e8 I~OIXS 

IXK. 8974 Ordnance expenditures 

TYPE - 
a, 2011lpn T O P ,  AMMI 

b. Practice Bomb NX-76 

e. Prackiee Bomb %iac-106 

8.  Bomlb MK-82 EDGP 

e. Bomb m-83 LDGP 

f. Bomb MK-$4 E E P  

go  Bomb W,S,E~ MK-87 

h, AIM 9-B Sidewifles 

i, 2.75 %nek Rockets 

j, 5.08 Pneh Z u k  RoekeQs 

k* 

lo Flare Parachute MK-45 

m, MX-58 Ma~fae Marker 


