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ATTACK SQUADRON FIFTEEN 
Brief  Chlronology - 1972 

March------ VA-15 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  e x e r c i s e  MAGIC SWORD. CDR F. A. 

LEES, Jr. r e l i e v e d  CDq D. D. BROWN as Commanding Of f i ce r  
of Attack Squadron FI~TEEN.  

A?&L------ Two Valions cross deckled t o  USS J. F. KENNEDY (CVA-67). 
Valion p i l o t s  flew search and s imulated s t r i k e s  i n  a 
PASSEX exerc i se  with HMS LONDON. VA-15 provided t e n  
a i r c r a f t  f o r  t h e  f lyover  i n  OPERATION RIVETS. The 
Valions provided close a i r  support  i n  PHIBLEX 10-72 
and then  flew search/slimulated s t r i k e  missions i n  
QUICKDRAW 3-72. 

May-------- The Valions flew over 350 hours of c l o s e  a i r  support  
missions during DAWN PATROL 72. More close a i r  support  
w a s  provided i n  PHIBLEF 12-72. 

July------- LT R. L. HUGGINS e j e c t e d  s a f e l y  from a i r c r a f t  311 (BUN0 
154384) . Valion p i l o t s  flew search and s imulated 
s t r i k e  missions i n  NAT~IONAL WEEX X I I I .  Two Valions 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the NI$CO Bombing Derby - BEST H I T  72 - 
h e l d  a t  Lar i s sa ,  Greeck. Close a i r  support  missions 
w e r e  flown i n  support  of Turkish forces  during e x e r c i s e  
GOOD FRIENDSHIP. 

June------- VA-15 flew s imula ted  1 l e v e l  s t r i k e s  i n t o  Turkey 
during e x e r c i s e  SHABAZ. I" During t h e  CRAE, VA-15 loaded 
and de l ive red  over 1501,000 pounds of ordnance on Avgo 

August----- The Valions p a r t i c i p a t p d  i n  another  QUICKDRAW exerc ise .  

N i s i  t a r g e t .  One VA-15 
June t o  f l y  reconnaissance 

September--The Valions flew over PO0 hours of search/survei l lance /  
s t r i k e  and close a i r  slupport missions during exe rc i se  

a i r c r a f t  w a s  shorebased 18-27 
missions a g a i n s t  an o i l  

DEEP FURROW. Two cross decked t o  t h e  
USS J. F. KENNEDY which w a s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
exercise STRONG t h e  North Sea. September 
w a s  t h e  b e s t  f l y i n g  month f o r  VA-15 i n  t h e i r  A-7 h i s t o r y  
with 794.5 hours logged during t h a t  month. 

s l i c k  i n  t h e  Ionian Sela. 

October---- The Valions flew i n  t h e  t h i r d  QUICKDRAW exerc i se  of the 
c ru i se .  

November---VA-15 provided close alir support  during PHIBLEX 5-73 
and flew search/simulated s t r i k e s  i n  a CAWEX w i t h  t h e  
USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59). The last  exercise of t h e  c r u i s e  
f o r  VA-15 was NATIONAL WEEK XIV.  While a t  anchor i n  
Souda Bay, C r e t e ,  LTJG J e r r y  GUARDIAN0 launched on a 
cross country f l i g h t  t b  Grosseto, I t a l y .  

ENCLOSURE ( I  ) 



December---The Valions f l e w  t h e i r  A7B a ircraf t  o f f  the USS ROOSEVELT 
(CVA-42) and returned /to NAS C e c i f  F ie ld ,  Florida. 

- - 

January---- The squadron training /cycle begins i n  earnest.  

February---Training continue8 and VA-15 begins Fie ld  Mirror Landing 
- Practice (FMLP] t o  prebare for  carrier  qua l i f i ca t ions  . 

early i n  March. - 1 -  . 



The USS ROOSEVELT departed t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  Weapons 
Range an  27 February 1972 bound f o r  the Bay of Riscay t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  exe rc i se  MAGIC SWORD. Extremely inclement 
weather precluded a l l  b u t  f i v e  s o r t i e s  f o r  VA-15 during t h e  
exe rc i se .  The Valions f l e w  199 s o r t i e s ,  logged 309.7 hours 
and accumulated 131 t r a p s  i n  February. 

The ROQSEVELT s a i l e d  soqthward on 8 March and a r r i v e d  
i n  Rota, Spain on 10  March f o r  a one day v i s i t .  A f t e r  
l eaving  Rota, t h e  ROOSEVELT inchopped t o  Six th  F l e e t  and 
conducted r o u t i n e  f l i g h t  opera t ions  f o r  f o u r  days. On 15 
March, the ROOSEWLT anchored a t  Palma de Yallorca f o r  a 
f i v e  day v i s i t .  The ROOSEVELT departed B a l m a  on 20 Varch 
and operated u n t i l  25 March when she en te red  Naples, I t a l y .  
On 30 March, CDR F. A. LEES, 3r. r e l i e v e d  CDR D. D. BROWN as 
Commanding Officer of Attack Squadron FIFTEEN'. During March, 
VA-15 logged 386 .7 hours ,  19'7 s o r t i e s  and 3.92 t r a p s .  

The ROOSEVELT departed Haples 4 A p r i l  and conducted 
crossdeck opera t ions  with the USS J. F. KENNEDY (CVA-67). 
The crossdecking enabled two Valion p i l o t s  t o  e m e r i e n c e  
landing on a "big deck". On 5 and 6 ~ p r i l  the ROOSEVELT 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a PASSEX with Hl'nS LOMTXN and t h e  Valions 
flew search and simulated s t l r i k e  missions during t h e  two 
day exe rc i se ,  On 8 April, plractice began for Operation 
RIVETS which took p lace  on 10 Apri l .  Oneration RIVETS 
honored Admiral Horacio RIVERO, Jr. and cons i s t ed  of  a 
formation af Six th  Fleet s h i p s  with a fly-over by t h e  Fir 
Wings of both carriers. During the practice fly-overs, VA- 
15 had eleven of t h e i r  twelve aircraft  a i rborne  and during 
the a c t u a l  f ly-over,  t h e r e  were t e n  "Blue ta i l s "  i n  the 
formation of 16 a i r c r a f t .  

The ROOSEVELT en te red  Ca,nnes, France 11 Arpri.1 and s a i l e d  
from +here on 17 Apr i l .  PHIIBLEX 10-72 was conducted 17 and 
18 Apr i l  South of  Sa rd in ia  and VA-15 p i l o t s  f l e w  h ighly  
successful  close a i r  suppor t  missions during the two day 
exerc i se .  

April 19 and 20 found the "Valions" f l y i n g  search and 
s imulated s t r i k e  missions i n  QUICKDRAW 3-72. 

The ROOSEVELT en te red  Bqrcelsna, Spain on 2 1  A p r i l  for 
a f i v e  day v i s i t ,  !The remaipder of A p r i l  was s ~ e n t  t r a n s i t i n g  
t o  A t h e n s ,  Greece, During A i p r i l  the Valisns flew 6 55.9 hours, 
335 s o r t i e s ,  and Poqqed 331 traps, 

The XiOOSEVELT en te red  &€$errs on 2 May and departed there 
on 8 May t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  @WN PATROL 7 2 .  The "Malians" 
flew over 350 hours of close air support  missions dur ing  

ENCLOSURE (a) 



the 6 day amphibious exe rc i se ,  May 15th w a s  spen t  i n  t r a n s i t  
t o  Corfu f o r  a f o u r  Ray ~ o r t  c a l l .  The ROOSEWLT departed 
Coxfu on 20 Vay and conducted r o u t i n e  opera t ions  northwest 
of C r e t e  f o r  four  days. On 25 Pay t h e  ROOSEVELT anchored i n  
Souda Bay, C r e t e .  Af te r  one day a t  Souda Bay, she  s a i l e d  
southward t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  PHIRLEX 12-72 u n t i l  30 May. I n  
Hay, t h e  Valions flew 826.2 hours on 444  s o r t i e s .  Only 403. 
a r r e s t e d  landings were recorded i n  Fay s i n c e  4 3  ef t h e  444 
s o r t i e s  w e r e  landed based. 

June began wi th  a p o r t  v i s i t  to Rhodes, Greece. The 
ROOSEVELT s a i l e d  from Rhades 6 June and e x e r c i s e  SHaBAZ 
commenced on 7 June. Valion p i l o t s  gained invaluable  
experience i n  l o w  l e v e l  naviga t ion  during this exerc ise .  

On June 11 and 12 t h e  Combat Readiness Assessment 
Exercise (CRAE) was conducted and VA-15 loaded and de l ivered  
over 150,000 pounds of ordnance on Avgo N i s i  tarset. The 
13th and 1 4 t h  o f  June was spent  a t  anchor i n  Souda Hay. The 
ROOSEVELT conducted rou t ine  f l i g h t  opera t ions  15 t o  21 June 
Eas t  of Crete and en te red  Athens, Greece on 22 June f o r  a 
week v i s i t .  VA-15 kept one q i r c r a f t  shorebased at Souda Bay 
18-27 June t o  f l y  reconnaissqnce missions a g a i n s t  an o i l  
s l i c k  i n  t h e  Ionian  Sea. Thei squadron flew 553.7 hours ,  
286 s o r t i e s  and made 274 a r r a s t e d  landings during June. 

The ROOSEVELT s a i l e d  from Athens on 6 Ju ly  and conducted 
r o u t i n e  t r a i n i n g  opera t ions  u n t i l  I1 Ju ly  when she entered  
Rhodes f o r  h e r  second v i s i t .  On 10 J u l y ,  LT R. L, HLIGGINS 
e j e c t e d  s a f e l y  from a i r c r a f t  311 (BUN0 1 5 4 3 8 4 )  a f t e r  having 
c o n t r o l  p rob lem o f f  t h e  ca tapu l t .  P r i o r  t o  this a i m r a f t  
l o s s ,  VA-15 had a e c m u l a t e ~ i  12,472 hours without  an accident .  
The ROOSEVELT l e f t  'Rhodes on 15 July ana steamed t v e s t w h r c l  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  NATIONAL W R K  X I I I .  Valion p i l o t s  f l e w  search 
and s u r v e i l l a n c e  missions a g a i n s t  o t h e r  Sixth F l e e t  u n i t s  
throughout t h e  f i v e  day exerc ise .  During t h i s  same t i m e  
frame, BEST HIT 72 was be in3  conducted a t  L a r i s s a ,  Greece, 
Two Valion p i l o t s ,  LCDR Les  3ANDERS and LT Brian LEIIFJAN, 
were members of  the U , S .  tea~tl. The U.S. team ofaced second 
i n  +he o v e r a l l  competit ion and LT LEHMAN was f i r s t  In t h e  
rocket  f i r i n g  competition. 

A p o s t  e x e r c i s e  debr ie f  f o r  NFTTONAL WEEK X I I T  was he16 
a t  Augusta Bay, S i c i l y  21 and 22 juZy and then  t h e  ROOSEPXLT 
s a i l e d  E a s t  f o r  e x e r c i s e  GOO11 FRPFNJSHIP. VF-15 f l e w  c lose  
a i r  support  missions f o r  an qmhibisus landing beinq canducted 
by Turkish fo rces  durinq t h h  exercise. Upon completion of 
GOOD FRIENDSIISeP, t h e  RBOSEVEQT sailed t o  Athens for a s h o r t  
p o r t  cal?.. VA-15 logged 594.6 hours, 331 sorties, and 273 
t r a p s  i n  Ju ly .  



The ROOSEVELT departed Athens on 4 August and a f t e r  a 
s h o r t  a t -sea per iod  which iqcluded. another QUICKDRAW 
exerc i se ,  she  anchored a t  Galf Juan, France f o r  f i v e  davs. 
The ROOSEVELT departed Golf Juan 1 4  Auqust, operated f o r  6 
days and anchored a t  Barceldna, Ssain.  She remained i n  
Barcelona u n t i l  25 August and then went t o  s e a  u n t i l  t h e  
29th. The ROOSEVELT then  returned t o  Barcelona u n t i l  t h e  
8th of September. VA-15 logged 544.1 hours ,  302 s o r t i e s ,  
and 420 a r r e s t e d  landings i n  August. 

Af te r  leaving  Barcelona, the ROOSEVELT s a i l e d  back t o  
Athens f o r  f i v e  days i n p o r t  p r i o r  t o  commencing exe rc i se  
DEEP FURROW. This w a s  t h e  longes t  exe rc i se  o f  the c r u i s e ,  
l a s t i n g  f r o m  17-29 Septembep. DEEP FURROW w a s  s i m i l a r  t o  
DAWN PATROL i n  that the Navql fo rces  of  our  NATO A l l i e s  
combined i n t o  one coordinateid f l e e t .  VA-15 p i l o t s  f l e w  
over 600  hours on search/su~veillance/strike and c lose  a i r  
support  missions during t h e  exe rc i se .  On 25 September, two 
Valion p i l o t s  - LCDR John WATKINS and LT Don PARBOROUGH - 
c ross  decked with t h e  USS J. F. KENNEDY (CVA-67) which was 
opera t ing  i n  the North Sea some 1700 n a u t i c a l  miles away 
from the ROOSlWF,LT. The month o f  September proved t o  be 
t h e  best f l y i n g  month i n  VA-15 (A-7) h i s t o r y .  The Valions 
logged 794.5 hours ,  421 s o r e i e s ,  and 420 traps with a l l  
t h e  hours be ing  flown o f f  t h e  carrier. 

The f i r s t  days i n  October w e r e  spent  i n  t r a n s i t  t o  
Barcelona and t h e  ROOSEVELT anchored t h e r e  on 7 October f o r  
a two week i n p o r t  per iod.  Routine opera t ions  commenced 
again on 20 October and t h e  t h i r d  QUICKDRAW exerc i se  of the  
c r u i s e  was held on t h e  28th. The remainder  of October was 
spen t  i n p o r t  a t  Naples, I t a l y .  I n  October, t h e  Vafions 
logged 531.8 hours ,  285 s o r Q i e s ,  and 287 t r aps .  

The ROOSEVELT departed qaples  on 5 November and p a r t i c i -  
pa ted  i n  PHIBLEX 5-73 on 7 and 8 November. A bio  day 
anchorage a t  Augusta Bay w a s  followed bv an a t  sea per iod  
from 13-19 November. On 13  November VA-15 f l e w  search and 
s imulated s t r i k e s  aga ins t  the lJSS FORRESTAL (CVA-59) i n  
the only CAWEX of t h e  c ru i se .  The carriers then joined 
forces  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  NP.TIONX WEEK XIV from 1 4  throuqh 
18 November. This was t h e  las t  e x e r c i s e  o f  the c r u i s e  f o r  
t h e  ROOSEVELT. A two day anchorage i n  Souda Bay followed 
NATIONAL WEEK XIV. On 20 November, t h e  Valions'  junior  
p i l o t ,  LTJG Jerry GUARDIANO, launched from anchor i n  Souda 
Bay, C r e t e ,  on a c ross  counqry f l i g h t  t o  Grosseto,  I t a l y  f o r  
t h e  Pi lot- to-Pi  l o t  Program. Af te r  l eav ing  Souda Bay, t h e  
ROOSEVELT s a i l e d  t o  Palma fdr her last port ca l l  i n  the 
Yediterranean. The ROOSEVEqT l e f t  Palma on 2 8  November and 
after turnover  in Rota, Spain on 30 November, outchopped 
from the Fqediterranean. Valion p i l o t s  accumulated 513.5 
hours ,  244 s o r t i e s ,  and 231 a r r e s t e d  landings i n  Vovember. 



The f i r s t  e leven days i n  December w e r e  spent  i n  t r a n s i t  
t o  Mayport, Florida.  The Valions flew t h e i r  twelve A7B 
a i r c r a f t  o f f  t h e  s h i p  on 7 December and returned to NAS C e c i l  
Field.  The remainder of December w a s  devoted t o  a standdawn 
period. 45.8 hours and 18 sorties were logged by VA-15 
during December. 

The standdown period coqtinued u n t i l  10 January. The 
remainder of January was deqoted t o  t r a in ing .  VA-15 logged 
330.8 hours and 159 s o r t i e s  d u r i n g  January. 

The t r a i n i n g  continued fthrough the month of February 
and t h e  squadron began FErLP1s durinfr the l a s t  two weeks of  
February t o  prepare f o r  c a r r i e r  qua l i f i c a t i ons  e a r l y  i n  
March. 


