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ATTACK S UADRON FIFTEEN
Brief Chronology - 1969

August 1968 - ~ - -« - Attack Squadron SIXTY-SEVEN was cetablished 1 August

1968 at NAS Cecil Field, Fiorida.

Hovenber 1968 - = -~ ~ ATKRON 67°s first Cormanding Officer, CDR Lawrenco Ce

CHAIBERS nisguncd conmand 6 November 1968,

Mareh 1969 = = - = ~ -ATKRON 67 was officially detached from VA-174 10 March

1969 with two airoraft, 13 officers, and 218 enlisted
men, On 11 Ilarch operational control of ViA-67 was.’
transferred from COIFAIRJAX to COIATKCARAIRWIILG SIX.
The squadron was brought up to full strongth as ad .’
ditional pilots reported from VA-1T4. ATRKRON 67 pro=
vided a dispiay aircraft at NAS Kingaville, Toxas,

April 1969 =~ = - - - =Shore based %raining went into high goar. VA-67 aire

oraft participated in airshows at NAS Hingsvillo, NAS
Chase Ficld, and NAS Norfolk,

ey 1969 = ~ = « -~ ~ ~Intonsive type training contimued. ATKIRON 67 joined

CW=-10 liay 218t and 22nd for tho oxercige EXOTIC DANCER,
involving aix strikes againgt the Navy's anphibiocus fleet,
on nansuvers off the coast of Florida. The equadron aleo
participated in OPERATION DOVETAIL, a close air support
exorcize with tho Air Foxse at lglin AFD. VA«67 air~
craft provided displays at lfoDill AFB and ITAS Sherman
Field, Ponsacola. On 25 larch the squadron sont a de.-
tachnent cboard USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA=42) to
provide carrier landings for ship's company training.

On 1 June the old Atback Squadron FIFTELN was discsotab-
lighed, and on 2 June Vi-67 was redesignated as the new
Vi=15 with no changos or tranasfer of persommel., Tho

new VA-1l5 ronoined in Carrier Air Wing SIX. In its shord
history VA-67 logred 976 hours, €58 sorties, and 24 traps.
VA=15 narticipated in a IIINEX Juno 16~19 and provided A-7s
for CVi=7%s air power denonstration aboard USS INDIPENDENCE
(CVA-62). Ome aivoraft was flown to isconsin for the
Milwaukee Air Age Shows Om June 29th the squadron held

an opon House for dopendents and friends,
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July 1969 = = « « VA-1l) carrier qualificd aboard U5S ROOSEVELT July 8ell,

August 1969 « = =

aLgI;R R. B. PORTER logged the 176,000th landing aboard the
Po .

On 1 Angunt Vi-=)l5 doparted Mayport, Florida, with CW6
for an eight weck shako down oruise aboard USS ROOSEVELT,
The squadron flew both shore and carrier baged sorties in
the Guantanano Bay, Cuba, arca,

Septenber 1969 - = After a por: call at St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, oxtonsive

flicht oporations woro conductod for two weoks at the
Atlantioc Floet Veapons Range, Roosevelt Roads, ruerto Rico.
On 4 September LCDR Donald e BURNETT, CVWW-6 staff, was
lost at sea afier a mid-alr collision of two squadron aire
oraft near St., Thomas, LTJG David P, LINK logged the
177,000th landing aboaxrd USS ROOSEVELT. VA~15 returned to
Cecil Field 28 Septomber,

October 1969 - ~ < M'tor a brief stand-dowm, training resumed for the follow=

Novenbor 1969 = =

Deconbor 1969 - =

Janmary 1970 «

Fobma.ry 1970 = =

ing nonth's Operational Readiness Inspeotion. VA-1l5 pare
ticipated with other Ceail Field attack squadxons in SITTING
DUCK, the sinking of an old destroyex,

VA=15 deployed 3 November aboard U3SS ROOSEVELT for buildup
training prior %o the ORI, On 12 November LTJG P.. L.
PASWARELLA was killed when his airoraft struck tho water at
night, The ORI took place 17+20 November and on the Rlet,
Alr Ying SIX gave sn air power demomstration for foreisn
naval dignitarics, VA=15 returned to Cecil Fiecld Novembor
22nd. ‘

Heavy fligcht and maintonance schedules provailed during
Decenber as VA=~15 prepared for ito Maditerrancan Cruise.

On 2 Jammary USS ROOSUVILT deployed to the liediterrancan

from Mayport with Afir Wing SIX embarked., Flight operations
conenced in caymest with a DEEP SIX exorcise off the southomn
coast of France, On Jamuary 14th LCDR R. B. PORTER logped

the 181,000th landing aboard tho earrier. USS ROOSEVELT

mde a port call at Barceloma, Spain, for the last ten days

of Jammary.

VA=15 flow gsearch and strike missions during BATIONAL WEEK V,
a surface survejllance exercise 3=5 February. On 12 Febru~
ary CDR Robert B, BRISTOL relieved CDR Lewrenoce C., CHAMBERS
wvhile the carrier wes at Fleet anchorapgc at Valletta, lMalta,
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ATTACK SQUADRON FIFTEEN
Squadron History - 1969

The history of Attack Syuadren I'IFT:N for the past year properly
begins with that of Attack Squadron SIXIT-SKVEN, for the fnew" VA-l5
was originally ostablished 1 August 1968 as VA=67. hcn the "old"
Vi-15, an A=4 syundron Just returned from a llediterraneam cruise, fell
to the fiscal axe on 1 June 1969, V2-i7 fell heir to the VA-1l5 desigration
and the proud "Valion" tradition. "

Attack Squadron SIXTY-SEVEN was catablished 1 August 1968 at NAS Ceeil
Ficld, Florida. Three months lator the mucleus was formed in VA~174, the
A=T Corsair II training squadron, and on 6 November CDR Lawrence C., CHiMBERS
bacame VA=6Tts first Commanding Officer. The squadron was assigned the A-TB
light attack airoraft, the n-west aircraft in the Navy's inventory. Officers
roportcd on board after completion of training in VA=174. Training was oon-
ducted in all phases of attack aviation's mission with special amphasis on
low level navigation, weapons delivery, and carrier oporations.

On 10 March, 1969, Attack Squadron SIXTY-SEVEN was officially detached
from VA-174 with two airoraft, thirtoen officers, and 218 enlisted mon. On
11 Maxch opcrational control of VA=-6T shiftad from COIFAIRJAX to Cormander
Attack Caxrrier Air Jing SIX. The squadron was brought up to full oporational
sirength as additional pilots reported from VA~174. ’

In April VA-6T rececived tha last of its twelve aircraft and embarked on
an ambitious training program. Only sovem out of tuventy-one pilots had priox
experience in jot airoraft. During .ipril VA-6T provided aircraft for display
at NAS Kingsville, NAS Chase Ficld, and NAS Norfolk,

In the absence of other Corsair II squadrons at Cecil Field during the
months of lay and June, VA~67 bocame the duty A-7 squadron, tasked with seve
eral excrcisos, displays, and demonstrations. ATEKRON 67 jJoined CW-10 for
EXOTIC DANCER, ilay £lst and 22nd, an exercise involving simulatod air strikes
‘against the Navy'!s amphibious flcet, on maneuvers off the coast of Florida.
Tho squadron also participated in OPERATION DOVETAIL, a closc air support ex-
orcise with the Air Torce at Lglin AFE. Vi=67 aircraft provided displays at
MoDill A¥B and HAS Shorman Ficld, Ponsacola. On 25 ilarch the squadron sent a
dotachment aboaid USS FRAUKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) to provide carrier land-
ings for ship's company training.

. On )} Juno tho old Attack Squadron FIFTEEN was disestablishod, and on 2
June Vi=67 vas redosignated as the new VA=-15 with no changes or tranafexr of
personnel. horoas tho old VA~15 had been a component of CV/-17, thc new VA=15
remained in Carrior Air Wing SIX. Tn its short threo-month history VA-6T's
pilots logped 976 hours, 658 sorties, and 24 arrested landings.
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Va=15 participated in o highly successful MINEX June 16-19, proving
the excoptional minelaying capability of the A-7, Also on June 19th VA<15
provided A-Ts for CVi-T's fire power demonstration for congressmen aboard
USS INDEPENDUNCE (CVA~62), The following woek one aircraft was flown to
i/isconsin for the Ililwaukee Air Age show. On Jume 29th tho sjuadron held an
Open House for dependonts and fricnmds. VA-15 logged 319 hours, 233 sortios,
and 25 arrestod landings during the month,

During July the "Valions" comnenced carrier qualifications aboard
ROOSSVELT irn anticipation of the uﬂcoming shake dowm cruisc to the Caribboan
in August and voptenber. LCDR R, B, PORTER logged the 176,000th landing
aboard ROOSEVELT during the caxqial period, 8-11 July., For the month of July,
VA=15 logged 416 hours, 313 sorties, and 180 traps.

On August 1lst 1969 the "Valions" doparted lMayport, Florida, with Carrier
Alr Jing SIX for an eight weok shake down cruise aboard USS FRANKLIN D.
ROOSEVELT (CVA=42), Dospite the ship®es heavy training schedule which alloved
flicht oporations only twice or threce times a week during August, VA=15 -
logeed 391 hours, 248 sorties, and 31 arrested lindings flying from Lecward |
point and off the carrier in the Guantanano BDay, Cuba area.

Soptember comnenced with a long weekend port call at 5t. Thomas, Virgin
Islands. For the follwing two waoks cxtonsive £light operations were cone
ducted at tho Atlantic Fleet \eapoms Lange, Roosovelt Roada, Puorto Ricos On
4 Scptenber LCIR Donald M, BulNNETT, CWe6 LSO, was lost at sea after a mide
air collisicn of two. squmlmn aircraft near St, Thomas. The "Valiona" xow
turned to Cceil I'ield September 28th after a finoe o erating period in vhich
the squrdron logged 500 hours, 306 sorties, and 280 arrested londings, include
ing uhe 177.,000%h landing aboard ROOSEVELT by LTJG David P. LINK. .

After & brief stand-downy training resumed during the second weck of
Octobor in preparation for the next nmonth's Operational Readiness Inapection.
VA-15 pnrticipated with othexr Cecil I'icld attack squadrons in SITTING DUCK,
the sinking of an old desiroyer. The gquadron flew 295 hours in 228 gortios and
nade 1.7 arrostcd landings.

Vi~15 deploy«d 3 November akoard ROOSEVELT for buildup training prior to
the ORI. On 12 Novenbor LTJG i’s L. P4SIUARELLA was killed when his ailreraft
struck the water at night. The ORI was condueted 17-20 Novembor snd the
"Valions" flew day amd night soriics against simulated tavgeis in northexn
Florida. Aftexr a ni ht in port, Air iing SIX presonted a flawless air powveor
domonstration for foreism naval dignitaries on November 2lst, Vi-l5 offloaded
and returned to Ceeil Ficld on the 22nd. During Novembor VA=15 flow 433 hours,
243 oorties, and 198 arrested landings.

Heavy flicht and maintenonce schedules nrevailed during December as VAel5
propared for its liediterrancan cruise., Flying 225 sorties, ihe squadron logged
321 hours vwith the enphasis on field carrier landing prastice.

On 2 Joamazry USS ROOSUVBLY doployed to the liediterrancam from Mayport

vith iir Jing SIX ombarked. Follosing an uwmsually sxrduovs Atlantic orcssing
and turnover with USS SARATOGA a% Asha, Spaing flicht oporatioms comnenced in
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earnost with a DE3SY SIX exercies off the southern coast of France. The .
Fronch Navy provided an ox~United States LSD for woapons delivery practice:
and VA-15 expended Shrike, ialleye, rockete, and bombe against it. During
this at sea period ICDR R. B. PORTER loggod the 181,000th arrested londing
aboaxd ROOSEVELT on Jomuary 14th. The "Valions" flew 158 hours on 95 sorties
and mnde 87 1-ndings aboard the carricr. ROOSEVELT put. in to Barcclona,
Spain for tho last tom days in Janusxy.

ROOSEVELT sallod from Barcolonn to the Tonian yea durin; the first
woak of Februnry, and VA=15 flew scoxch and strike missions durings HATIONAL
WitK ¥V, a surface surveillance axeroise. CDR Robexrt B. BRISTOL relieved CDR
Lawrence C. C:[A.BERS as Commaniing 0fficor of Attack Squadrom FIFTEZN on
Fobruary 12th while tho ROOSEVELT was at fleot anchorage at Valletta, llalta.




RANK/NAME

*CDR L. C. CHAMBERS
CDR R. B. BRISTOL
ICDR E. W. WINGERTER
ICDR R. B. PORTER
ILCDR J. O. YARBOROUGH
ICDR E. O. RHODES
I?.J. T. SULLIVAN
LT G. R« AGRESTI
LT R. H. WHITLOCK
LT J. M. GARCIA
LTJG W. L. OSTHEDMER
LTJG M. P. TAYLOR
LT?JG R. J. CASTOR
LTJG Fo Jo WILEY
L7JG B. L. DUFF
LTJG T. L. CARTER
LTJG D. P. LINK
LTJG W. T. MEYERS
LTJG He M. GALPIN
LTJG C. L. BEDDOW
W0l M. A. HARWELL
WOl R. T. GLASURE

VA-15 OFFICER ROSTER

BILLET

Commanding Officer
Bxecutive Officer
Operations Officer
Maintenance Officer
Administrative OTficer
Asst. Ops/Training
Maintenance Control
Aviation Safety
Personnel Officer
AV/MEPS Division
Quality Assurance
Landing Signal Officer
Aircraft Pivisdon

Line Division
Airframes/Material Control
Legal

Communications

Flight

Air Intelligence

First Lieutenant
Ordnznce

Electronics

* CDR L. C. CHAMBERS was relieved by CDR R. B. BRISTOL on 12 February 1970

as Commanding Officer, Attack Squadron FIFTEEN.
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