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AIRCRAFT SCUADRONS-BATTLE FLEET

After several weeks at anchor in San Pedro Harbor, the
SARATOGA got underway for training for Short Range Battle Practice
to be fired shortly after the first of July. The latter part of
May, Commender Kenneth Whiting, who has been Executive Officer
of the ship since her commissioning, was relieved by Commgnder
A.C.Read, Commander Whiting's new duty is senior aide to
Commander Aircraft Squadrons, Battle Eleet. Commander Whiting
has been sslected for promotion to Captain and sll hands will
rejolce in his well deserved promotion on 1 July. ‘

On June 34 a T4M which had been assembled and made ready
on board, was flown to San Diego and delivered to Torpedo and
Bombing Squadron Two-B. This is the second plane of this type
which has been assembled on board and dceclivored to this sguadron.
A third has been assembled but has not yet been tested. During
the week 02U planes were based at the Reserve Air Base at Long
Beach, and various local and administrative flights were made by
the ship's personnel., Several night flights. were also made.

Two seaplanes were operated from the ship during the week. Orders
have been received for the dslivery of an OL8 from Utility Squadron
1B to the ship's utility detachment. This plane 1s being

agssigned the detachment for use as a plans guard when limited

deck operations are conducted, and the use of a destroyer or other
surface eraft for such a purposc would bc uneconomical. "It is
anticipated that 1t will prove of considce¢rable value in this
respect, and also in numerous other ways, particularly as a
transport plane in handling personnol between the ship and San
Diego. .

On the 6th and 7th, the SARATOGA team defecated the
submarine Divisions? basebaXl team in the first games in the
officlal soriecs to deecide the Group B championship, the Submarine
Divisions having been the San Diego Area champions, and the
SARATOGA team the winners in the San Pedro area. The following
week the SARATOGA's tocam twice playcd the CALIFORNIA's team and

lost both games,
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The LEXINGTON was at anchor at San Pcdro, engaged in

| outine drilis and upkeep. lizjor overhaul of scveral T4Mls

| pas boen undertaken anG is progressing satisfactorily. Air

| pepartment officers commenced drily radio and spotting drills

- gith the ship, operating two OZUl landplanes from the Long Beach
| yunicipal Airport in preparation for the ship's Long Range Battle
- prectice. Drills have been held both with the planes in the air
and without. An arrangement was nade wherehy the conditions of
actual aircraft spotting might be very closely simulated on

poard. Flight dcck alteraticns have becn completed and tested
with satisfrnctory results, and 2ll pilots were given two

refresher lantings on board. The Lir Department has been engaged
in routine repairs and upkeep work and local flights were made

in the ship's Utility planes. -

On June 5, Commander J. H. Hoover reported as the
LEXINGTON's Exccutive Officer, rclieving Commander White who was
detached on June 6&th.

The LANGLEY was berthed at the Naval Air Station dock at
San Diego, Crlifornia, engageG in machincry overhaul, upkeep
and routine drills.

The ALRO0OSTOOK transported personncl and material of the
Observation Wing from San Pcdro to San Diego, where Fleet aircraft
wits are gathering in preparation for the summer concentration
period.

The Fighting Ving continued preparaiion fer firing of
gunnery practices. On May 21lst, Fighting Squadron Three-3 fired
its Formation Battle Practice No. 2; in this v»ractice special
mention is rmde of the shooting done by Lieutenant (jg) G.4.T.
Washburn.

On 1 June, Figrfing Sguadron 1B fired record Formation
Battic Practice No. 2. On this éate three plznes of that soquadron
mde a cross_country riiznt 1o LOS ANGELES, Treturning the noxu
¢ Commnnding

(1 cer or Irighving squadron 2B, with three
squadron also

During the week, Fighting Squadron 2B commenced rehearsal
of experimental bombing on a fast towed target. The first three
days 2 target on Border Field was used. The next two days, two
targets towed by two destroyers were used with very satisrfactory
Tesults. During the first part-of the wuek Fighting Sguadron 3B
bombed at fixed targets,on Otay Mesa Field, and, the latter part
of the week, targets were towed by destroyers and this squadron,
While the remainder of the Fighting Wing rchearsed for the
Experimental Bombing Practice to be hc¢ld June 12th. Fighting
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