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I CHRONOLOGY

 ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE was commissioned 12 May 1945 s
'BOMBING SQHADRON'FOUB. BOMBING SQUADRON FOUR was redesignated
ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE 15 Nbvembéf 1946, The Commending O0f-
ficers since the date of commissioning sre as follows:

12 May 1945\- 6 June 1945 LTJG Duncan H. McCAULEY, USHR
Hometown, Sausalito, California.

6 June 1945 - 18 July 1947 LCDR Harold W. CALHOUN, USN
Hometown, Niagara Falls, New York.

18 June 1947 - 24 June 1948 LCDR John XK. CLIFFORD, USN
Hometown, Tacoma, Washington.

24 June 1948 - LCIR James W. WYRICK, USN
Hometown, Vallejo, California.

- - —-— - - - - - — — -—

1 Aoril 1948: ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE temporarily shore based
at Navel Air Station, San Diego, California.
' Commanding Officer; Lieutenant Commander John
‘ Kingdon CLIFFORD, USN, of Tacoma, Washington.

19 April 1948: ATTACK SQUATRON Oﬂﬁ ABLE flew to Naval Air Station
El Centro, California to become temporarily shore
based.

30 April 1948: ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE returned to Naval Alr
Station, San Diego, California.

22 May 1948: ATTACK SQUADRON OIE ABLE embarked aboard the

U.S.S. TAPAVA (CV-40).



26 May 1948:

4 June

7 June

14 June

17 June

18 June

24 June

1948:

1948:

19483

1948:

19483

1948:

I CHROWOLOGY (cont)

Lieutenant Junior Grade Jack Sowter FLANAGAN,
USN of Florence, Alsbama was lost at sea;
ATTACK SQUADRCK ONZ ABLE disembarked U,S.S.
TARAYA (CV—40) to become temporarily shore
based at Neval Air Station, San Diego; California.\
ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE commeﬁced a week‘of
night flying. -

ATTACK SQUADRON OFE ABLE took part in an Aif
Review over Los Angeles, California in honor

of the President of the United States, Harry
S; TRUMAN.

ATTACK SQUADRONW OI® APLE assisted Commander
Carrier Division Two in conducting an annual
Administrative/Material Inspection of ATTACK
SQUADRON THIRTEEN ABLE.

ATTACK SOUADROK OEE ABLE embarked aboard~thé
U.S.S. TARAWA (CV-40).

Lieutenant Commander John Kingdon CLIFFORD was
relieved as Commsnding Officer of ATTACK SQUAD-

RON ONE ABLE by Lieutenant Commander James

‘Woodrow WYRICK.



30 June 1948:

I CHRONOLOGY (cont)

ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE temporarily based
aboard the U.S.S. TARAWA (CV-40)., Command-
ing Officer; Lieutenant Commander James Wood~

row WYRICK, USK, of Vallejo, California.

N



I1 NARATIVE

ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE, a comﬁonent of Attack Carrier
Air Group One, Air Force, Pzscific Fleet, was temporzrily shore
based a# U.S. Havel Air Station, San Diego, Californis on
1 A»ril 1948, and had been in commission since 12 May 1945.
Lieutenant Commander John Kingdon CLIFFORD, USN, of Tacomz,
Washingﬁon was thé Souadron's Commanding Officer and Lieutenant
Commender James WoodroQ WYRICK, USH, of Vallejo, Californig
wae the Executive Officer.

On 19 April 1948, ATTACK SCUATRON OVE ABIE<flew to U.S.
Navel Air Stetion, El Centro, California where it was tempor-
arily bssed until 30 April 1948, at which time the Squadron
returned to San Diego, California. During this period an in-
tensified rocket firing and glide bombing schedule wes carried .
out. Seventeen of the Squadrons new complement of twenty F4U-4s
were used for this training. This period wes terminated with
e ComAirPac competitive ex;rcize in I.B,P. glide bombing and
rocket firing.

Upon returning to Naval Air Ststion, San Diego, The squad-
ron transferred the last of the SB2C Curtiss Helldilvers, thus
completeing the transition from SBZC‘é to F4U's which began
17 March 1948.

The period 10 May 1948 to 14 May 1948 waze spent in night
flying, and this was followed by a weelz of intensified field

carrier landing practice in preparation for bosriing the U.S.S.

TARAWA (OV-40).



T TARATIVE (cont)

On 22 May 1948, the squadron bosrded the U.S.S. TATAWA
(CV-40) and remained aboard until 4 June 1948. Twenty FAU-4
Corsaire flew from Maval Air Station, San Diego to the U.S.S.
TARAWA (CV-40) on the morning of 24 Mey 1948 snd immediately
began qualificétion landings. ZEnsign Ray Eldon HALL, USN of
Freelandville, Indiana was the first officer of ATTACK SQUAD-
RON ONE ABLE to lsnd aboard in an F4U-4 assigmed to that Sguad-
Tron.

Lieutenant Junilor Grade Jack Souter FLAWAGAY, USH was lost.
at sea on 26 May 1948 when the plane he was piloting crashed
during a carrier breaku@t At the time of‘the accident, the
U.5.S, TARAWA (UV-40) was cruising off the southern California
coast at longitude 117° 52! west, latitude 32° 22' nmorth.

The period 7 June 1948 through 11 June 1948 was spent in
night flying with special emphasis being placed on night field
carrier landing practice.

An Ailr Pérade was held over Los Angeles, California on the
morning of the 142 of June 1948 in honor of the gresident of
the United States, Harry S. Trumaﬁ. Sixteen F4U-4's of the
Squadron particirated in this event.

17 June 1948 was svent in this Squadrons zssisting in an

Administative/Material Inspection of ATTACK CARRIFR AIR GROUP

THIRTZEN.
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11 NARATIVE (cont)

The Squadron moved aboard the U.S.S. TARAWA (CV-40) on k
18 June 1948 and remained aboard the remainder of the month.:

¢

The main reason for operations with the carrier at this time
was to get the pilots night qualified. Due to adverse weéther
conditions which vwere srevelant at this time very little night
flying was accomplished, although fifteen pilots finslly qual-
jfied with two landings each.
" On 24 June 1948 Lieutenant Commander John Kingdon CLIFFORD

was relieved as Commending Officer of ATTACK SQUADRON CNE ABLE
by Iieutsnant Commander James Woodrow WYRICK.

On 30 June 1948, ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE was temporarily

shore based on the U.S.S. TARAWA (CV-40) cruising off the coast

of southern California. The Squadron wes composed éf twenty-
three officers of flying status and one hundred and thirteen
enlisted men. Twenty F4U-4 Corsairs and one SHJ-4 Texan were
assigned to the Squadron.

During the period from 1 April 1948 through 30 June 1948
one officer was detached from the Squadron snd two officers
reported for dufy abéard the Squadron. The Squadron experi-
enced one fatality in the death of Lieutenant Junior Grade FLAN-

AGAN. Fifteen enlisted men weré transferred from the Squadron

and,thirty-four enlisted men reported for duty sboard the

Squadron.



III APPERDICE

BIOGRAPEICAL SiBTCH OF COMGUANDING OFFICER:
. Lieutenant Commander James Woodrow WYRICK, USH, of Vallejo,
California became Comﬁanding Officer of ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE
on 24 June 1948, relieveing Lieutenant Commander John Kingdon
CLIFFORD, USN. At that time he had twelve years of Naval service
| including two years enliste@ service, completion of the course
at‘the U.S. Naval Acedemy, two years of wartime carrier duty in
the Pacific, and four years of duéies involving flying.
Lieutenant Commender WYRICK enlisted in the Navy on‘l6
March 1936, attended the Naval Academy Preparatory School and
entered the U.S. Naval Academy in July 1938. He graduazted 19
December 1941, was commis;ioned Ensign, USN, and was ordered
to the U.S.S. ENTERPRISE. He commenced flight training in March
1944, was designated a Naval Aviator in March 1945 and served
in verious training sqﬁadrons until joining ATTACKrsQUADRON
ONE ABLE in October 1946.
He served as Squadron Execufive Officer from January 1948
to June 1948 when he assumed command when Lieutenant Commander
CLIFFORD wes detached prior to the arrival of his desigmated

relief.
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ATTACK SQUADRON FOURIEEN was cormissioned 12 May 1945 as BOLBING

SQUADRON FOUR. The squadron was redesignated ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE

st
- oA

15 November 1946 and again redesignated ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN on 2

August 1948. The Commanding Officers since the date of commissioning

are as follows:
12 liay 1945 - 6 June 1945 LTJG Duncan H. McCAULEY, USKNR
Hometown: Sausalite, Californiae.
6 June 1945 - 18 July 1947 LCDR Harold W. CALHOUN, USN
Hometown: Hiasgara Falls, New York.
18 July 1947 - 24 June 1948 LCDR John K. CLIFFORD, USH
Hometown: Tacoma, Washington.
24 June 1948 - 27 July 1948 LCDR James W, WYRICK, USN
Hometown: Vallejo, California
27 July 1948 - ICDR Louis E. BURKE, Jr. USN
Hometown: Buffalo, Yew York.
1 July 1948:  ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE temporarily shore based at Naval
Air Stetion, San Diego, California. Commanding Officer;
Lieutensnt Commender Jemes W. Yyrick, USN of Vallejo,
California.
6 July 1948:  ATTACK SQUADRON OKE ABILE flew to Naval Air Station El Centro,
California to become temporarily shore based.
8 July 1948:  ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE returned to Naval Air Station, San

Diego, California.



13 July 1948:

21 July 1948:

27 July 1948:

2 Aug 1948:

7 Aug 1948:

13 Aug 1948:

20 Aug 1948:

23 Aug 1948:

28Sépt 1948:

ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE embarked aboard the USS TARAWA
(cv-20).

ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE disembarlked the USS TARAWA (CV-40)
to become temporarily shore based at Naval Air Station, San
Diego, California.

Lieutenant Commander James W. WYRICK, USH, was relieved as
'Commanding>0fficer of ATTACK SQUADRON OINE ABIE by Lieutenant

Commander Louis E. BURKE Jr., USN.

ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE rededignated ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN.

Squadron flew to Naval Air Station El Centro, California to
become temporarily shore based.

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN returned to Naval Air Station, San
Diego, California.

ATTACK SQUADROI FOURTEEN embarked sboard the USS TARAWA (CV-40).
ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN disembarked the USS TARAWA (CV-40) to
become temporarily shore based at Naval Air Station San Diego,
California.

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN wes designated a High Altitude Inter-
ceptor Squadron.

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN embarked aboard the USS TARAWA (CV-40).

30 Sept 1948: ATTACK SQUADRON FOURIEEN embarked sboard the USS TARAWA (CV-20)

moored at Naval Air Station. Commending Officer: Lieutenant

Commander Louis E. BURKE Jr., of Buffalo, New York.



ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE, a component of Attack Carrier Air Group ONE,
Air Force, Pacific Fleet, was temporarily based ashore at Naval Air Station
San Diego, California on 1 July 1948. The Commanding Officer was Lieutenant
Cormender James Wo WYRICK, USN, of Vallejo, California.

On 6 July 1948 the squadron flew to Naval Air Station El Centro, Calif-
ornia for two days of rocket refresher firing and a check~out on the firing
characteristics of the Tiny Tim. Bach pilot fired three Tiny Tims in prep-
aration for the coming Fleet Intertype exercises. The return to Naval Air
Station San Diego, California came on 8 July.1948.

On 13 July 1948, ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE embarked aboerd the USS TARAWA
(CV-40) for the Fleet Intertype exercises. During the period from 13 July to
21 July adverse weather conditions were the dailydiet and the low ceilings
and poor visibility severely handicapped all operations. On 21 July seventeen
(17) of the squadron's FAU-4's were loaded with 1000 pound G.P. bombs and were
launched as part of Attack Cearrier Air Group ONE foran attack on an AKA, sur=-
vivor of the Bikini Atoll Atom Bomb Test. IMuch to the diseappointment of all
pilots, the AKA disappeared beneath the sea while the plenes of VA-lA were
orbitting and awaiting their oppurtunity to strike. The bombs were jettisoned
at sea and the planes returned to Naval Air Station Sen Diego, Californie and
the squadron became temporarily shore based.

From 21 July until 2 August, the squadron concducted normal operations
according to the syllabus.

On 27 July 1948 Lieutenant Conmander James ¥. WYRICK was relieved as
Commanding Officer‘of ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE by Lieutenant Commender Louis

E, BURKE Jr. of Buffalo, New York.



On 2 August 1948 ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABLE was redesignated ATTACK
SQUADRON FOURTEEN and on the same day, flew to Naval Air Stetion El Centro,
California for & week of night flying, dive bombing and rocket refresher on
the raked targets. The squadron returned to Naval Air Station Sen Diego,
California on 7 August 1948.

On 13 August 1948 ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTZEN again embarked aboard the
USS TARAWA (CV-40) for a week of shipboard operations. The week was spent
in qualifying new pilots and flying CIC problems for the shipe. The squadron
also assisted the Air Group in conducting practice and competitive rearming
drills.

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN discarded its bombing doctrine on 23 August
as it was designated a High Altitude Interception Fighter Squadron. The
last week in August and September through the 26th were spent in learning
the intracacies of fighter tactics and in operating in the thin air of the
higher altitudes. Fixed gunnery with the target tow above 15000 feet was
emphasized along with the all important tactics.

On 28 Sepﬁember 1948, movement of all squadron gear and airplenes aboard
the USS TARAWA (CV-40) was commenced. The ship was scheduled to get under
wey for the forward area as a component of Task Force 38 on 1 October 1948.

30 September 1948 found the squadron based aboard the USS TARAWA (CV-40)
moored at Haval Air Station San Diego, California. The squadron was composed
of twenty-ore (21) officers of flying status and eighty-nine (89) enlisted

men. Sixteen (16) F4U Corsairs were assigned to the squadron.



During the period from 1 July 1948 through 30 September 1948 four (4)
officers were detached from the squadron and two (2) officers reported for
duty aboard. Sixty (60) enlisted men were transferred from the squadron

and thirty-six (36) enlisted men reported for duty ahoard the squadron.



BJOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER:

Lieutensnt Commander Louis E. BURKE Jr., USN of Buffelo, New York
relieved Lieutenant Commender James W. WYRICK, USH as Commanding Officer
of ATTACK SQUADROK FOURTEEN (then ATTACK SQUADRON ONE ABIE), on 27 July
1948, He had twelve years of Naval experience behind him, including four
years at the United States Naval Academy.

Mr. BURKE entered the Naval Academy in 1936 and graduated and was
cormissioned Ensign in 1940. His first duty was aboard the USS SARATOGA
(CV=2) and he was aboard her when she supported the landing on Guadalcanal.

After better than two years duty in the surface fleet, Lieutenant
Commander BURKE entered flight training in October of 1942. He was desig=-
nated a Naval Aviator in April of 1943 and went ’cé sea with BOMBING SQUAD-
RON SIX. He was,awarded the Navy Cross while with this squadron.

Prior to his reporting to ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTZEN, Lieutenant Comman-

der DBURKE had two years of shore duty at the United States Faval Academy.
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1 October 1948:

10 October 1948:

13 October 1948:

29 October 1948:

16 November 1948:

19 November 1948:

6 December 1948:

9 December 1948:

14 December 19483

19 December 1948:

23 December 1948:

2 December 1948:

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN based aboard 'the USS TARAWA
(CV=40) departed NAS San Diego for Pearl Harbor Come
manding Officer: Lieutenant 'Gommander Louis E+ BURKE
of Buffalo, New Yorke

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN aboard the USS TARAWA (CV40)
arrived at NAS Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, TeHe
ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN aboard the USS TARAWA (CV-40)
departed Pearl Harbor bound for Tsingtao, Chinae
ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN aboard the USS TARAWA (CV-40)
arrived at Tsingtao, Chine.

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN aboard the USS TARAWA (CV-40)
departed Tsingtao, China for Yokosuks, Japan and
intertype exercise enroute.

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN based aboard the USS TARAWA
(CV-40) returned to Tsingteo, Chinae

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN based aboard the USS TARAWA
(CV-40) left Tsingtao bound for HongKonge

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN based sboard the USS TARAWA
(CV=40) arrived at HongKonge

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN based aboard the USS TARAWA
(CV=40) left HongKong for Singaporee

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN aboard the USS TARAWA (CV-40)
e.rrived/in Singaporee )

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN aboard the USS TARAWA (CV-40)
departed Singapore bound for Columbo, Ceylone

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN based aboard the USS TARAWA

(CV-40) arrived in Columbo, Ceylone

-1- ' ENCLOSURE (4)



31 December 1948: ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN based aboard the USS TARAWA
(CV-40) anchored in Columbo, Ceylon Harbore Command-
ing Officer: Lieutenant Commander Louis E. BURKE

of Buffalo, New Yorke

- & ENCLOSURE (4)



ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN, was based aboard the USS TARAWA (CV-40),
as a component of Carrier Air Group ONE on 1 October 1948, enroute to
Pearl Harbor from San Diego, Californiae The Commanding Officer was
Lieutenant Cormander Louis E, BURKE, USN, of Buffalo, New Yorke

The squadron participated in five days of air operations between
the first and the tenth of October when the ship moored at NAS Ford
Island in Pearl Harbore The air operation were climaxed by a strike
against Kaneoke, Barber's Point, and Wheeler Field with the Army and
Navy Forces based on Oshu providing air oppositione

The TARAWA departed Pearl Harbor on 13 October to set course for
Tsingtao, Chine air operations were conducted enroute and were highe
lighted by a battle problem with the forces of the Western Pacific.

The snchor went down in Tsingtao, China, Harbor on 29 Octobers

On 10 November, while still at anchor in Tsingtao Harbor, the
annual administrative/material inspection was held on the squadron
and the ship by the USS PRINCETON (CV~37) and Air Group Thirteen
based aboard the Princeton. ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN was graded
excellent for the inspectione |

On 16 November the ship, and the squadron, left Tsingtao bound
for Yokosuka, Japane Air operations were conducted on the 16th and the
17th with a battle problem against the Army and Navy forces based in
Japsn commencing the 17the On 18 November the battle problem was can-
colled due to a typhoon in the area and the TARAWA was ordered to rew~
turn to Tsingtao where she anchored the 19th.

During the period from 19 November until 6 December only three deys
were spent in flight operations and the rest of the time the anchor

was in the mud of Tsingtao Harbore

-la ENCLOSURE (4)



6 December found the TARAWA, with her Air Group, underway for
Hong Konge She arrived there the 9th for five days of libertye There
were no flights while enroute to Hong Konge

On 14 December ATTACK SQEDRON FOURTEEN aboard the USS TARAWA
was again on the way and on the 19th the hook went down in Singapore
‘Harbore Air operations were conducted one day while steaming from
Hong Kong to Singaporee

23 December found the ship steaming through the Straits of Maldcea
bound for Columbo, Ceylon with VA-l4 safely aboarde Flights were launche
ed and recovered the 24th and 27th, and the 28th and on the 29th the
ship anchored in the harbor of Columbo, Ceylone

On 31 December ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN was based aboard the USS
TARAWA (CV~40) anchored in Columbo, Ceylon, Harbore Lieutenant Comm-
ander Louis E, BURKE, USN, was the Commanding Officeres

During the period from 1 dcto’ber 1948 through 31 December 1948
no Officers were detached from the Squadron nor were there any who report-
ed for dutye During this period 4 enlisted men were transferred from
the Squadron and 3 enlisted men reported for dutye

ENCLOSURE (A)
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ATTACK 5JUADRCH TOURTLID was comaissiloned 12 lay 1945 as BOMBIG SUAD-
RO TOUR. The squadron was redesignated ATTACK S,UADRCH Ol ABLD on 15 Hov-
ember 1946 and again redesignated ATTACK SIUADRCN FUURTLLT on 2 August 1948,
The Corraanding Cfficers since the date of comidssioning are as follows:

12 Hay 1945 - 6 June 1945 L1JG Duncan H. lcCAULEY, USHR

flometoun - Sausalito, California.

6 June 1945 - 18 July 1947 ICDR Harold . CALHOUM, USH

Hometowm - Hliagara Falls, New York.

18 July 1947 - 24 June 1948 LCDR John K. CLIFFORD, USH

Hometown - Tacoma, Washington.

2L June 1948 - 27 July 1948 LCDR James W. WYRICK, USH

Hometown - Vallejo, California.

27 July 1948 -~ LCOR Louis i, BURKE Jr., USH

- e Aem e e e mew e e

1 January 1949:

2 Janvary 1949:

7 January 1949:

10 Januery 1949:

16 January 1949:

17 January 1949:

19 Jamuary 1949:

20 January 1949:

Hometovn -~ Buffalo, New York.

T e e e evm e e e s e mem e ceee eea S e e M Amie e fm eem e e tew e e we b

ATTACK SRUADRCH FOURT.LI based aboard the USS TAR4WA (CV-40)
anchored in the harbor of Colombo, Ceylon., Commanding Officer
Lieutenant Commander Louls K. BURIE Jr., USN of Buffalo,

llew York,

ATTACK SQUADROH FOURTZiN based aboard the USS TARAA (CV-40)
under way for Bahrien Island, Arabia, in the Persian Gulf,

ATTACK SQUADRCH FCURTEEN based aboard the USS TARAWA (CV-40)
anchored in the harbor of Bahrien, Arabia.

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTE: based aboard the USS TARAUA (CV-40)
left BZahrien, Arabia bound for Jidda, Arabia.

ATTACK SQUADROK FCURTAE based L«board the USS TARAWA (CV-40)
arrived abt Jidda, Arabia,

ATTACE. SLUADRCH FOURT.::! based aboarc the USS TARAUWA (CV-40)
participated in aemonstraulo- and mock attack for benifit
of Prince lionseur, son of Ibn Saud, king of Saudi-Arabia,

and 150 Arabian, inglish, and American mes’cs. The TARAJA

got underway for Suez, Lgypt after disembarking the guests
in the afternoon.

ATTACK SUADRCH FOURTIAI based aboard the USS TARAIA (CV~40)
anchored in harbor of Suez, Egypt.

ATTACK 53UADRON FOURTAM based aboard the USS TARAJA (CV-40)
in transit of Suez Canal. Ship anchored in Great Bitter
Leke after completing one halfl the passage through the canal.



21 January 1949:

23 January 1949:

26 January 1949:

27 January 1949:

5 Tebruary 1949:

6 Tebruary 1949:

8 February 1949:

12 February 1949:

13 February 1949:

21 February 1949:

23 February 1949:

25 February 1949:

30 June 1949:

Le

completed transit of Suez Canal, entered Hediterranean
Sea bound for Athens, Greece,

ATTACK SQUIDRON TFOURTIAV based aboard the USS TARAJA (CV-40)

ATTACK SuUADRCH FCURTLA! based aboard the USS Taliida (CV-40)
anchored in Phalleron Bay, Piraeus, Greece,

ATTACK SUUADRCI FOURTLZ based aboard the Uss TARAWA (CV-LO)
departed FPhalleron Bay bcund for Istanbul, Turkey.

ATTACK S ;UADRCY TCURTEI! based aboard the Usd TARAWA (CV-40)
anchored in Bosphorus off Istanbul, Turkey.

ATTACK SGUADRCH FOURTHAT based aboard the USS TARAWA (CV-40)
underway for Suda Bay, Crete,

ATTACK SQUADRCH FOURTEEN based aboard the USS TARAUA (CV-40)
anchored Suda Bay, Crete.

ATTACK SOUADRCH FCURTZIN based aboard the USS TARAWA (CV-40)
Left Suda Bay, Crete for Gibraltar,

ATTACK SWUADRCH FOURTIZAN based aboard the UsS TARANA (CVFAO)
anchored at Gibraltar.

ATTACK SJUADRCH FOURTZUN based aboard the UsSS TARAWA (CV=-40)
underway for Horfolk, Virginia, USA.

ATTACK SRUADRON FOURTEEN flew 16 aircraft ashore to NAS
Norfolk. Squadron personnel and gear disembarked at NOB
Horfolk to become temporarily shore based,

ATTACK STUADRON FCOURTEZ temporarily shore based at NAS
Norfolk, received orders reassigning the squadron to the
Atlantic Fleet as a unit of ComdirLant and changing the
homeport froa JAS San Diego, California to NAAS Cecil
Field, Florida.

ATTACK 3UADRON FCOURT..A flew from HAS Norfolk to NAAS
Cecil TField, Florida to become temporarily shore based.

ATTACK SQJUADRCH FOURTAEZI temporarily shore based at [NAAS
e

Cecil Field, Florida. Comuanding Officer: Lieutenant

T

Cormander Louis 7. BURKS Jr., USH, of Duffalo, New York,



1949 arrived on the scene as the heralding clang of bells and hoot of
whistles reverberated across the harbor of Colombo, Ceylon where the USS
TARAWA (CVLO) was berthed with Adr Group ONZ and its component ATTACK SGUAD-
ROK FOURT=IN based aboard. The Comnanding Officer of VA-l4 was Licutenant

Cormander Louls E. BURKE Jr., USH of Buffalo, Hew York, and the squadron

personnel were enjoying their fourth day of liberty in Colombo.

The following day, January Zﬁd s the TARAVA slipped out of the harbor
and settled on course for the 1600 mile jaunt to Bahrien Island, the British
and American oil reservoir in the Persian Gulf off the coast of Arabia. o
air operations were conducted while enroute to Bahrien due to the necessity
for the ship to make rapnid progress on course bto make good her scheduled

arrival tine,

Three of the squadron's F4U's were launbhed from the ship and flown to
the Military Facilities Airfield at Bahrien on 7 January for the ship's
officers to fly, and the TARAWA anchored off the Island in the afternoon.
Bahrien was a barren spot but the Americans and the inglish living there
couldn't do enough to show their joy at having us visit them and they made

our stay very pleasant.

On the morning of the 10th we were underway again and headed for Jidda,
Arabia on the Red Sea, The three planes were flown fromn the beach and landed
aboard weventfully. Flight operations were conducted on three of the six
days spent enroute to Jidda where the anchor went out on the morning of

January 16th.

The following day the TARAJA was host to Prince IKNS:UR, the son of IEN

SAUD, king of Saudi-Arabia; several other princes; and over a hundred Arablan
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British, and American guests. The ship proceeded to sea for a few hours for

a demonstration of air operations, guwmery, and the fueling of destroyers
while underway. Adverse weather hampered the attack group, of which VA-l4
was a part, but two holes in the overcast on either side of the ship present-
ed the oportunity for the planes to pour throush and stage one of the most
perfectly coordinated attacks imaginable. The guests were overwhelmingly
impressed as was evidenced by a letter of apreciation and good will opresent-
ed to Captain YOUNG, Commanding Cfficer of the TARAWA, which he read to all
hands. The Air Group, ATTACK SGUADRCH FCURTHE, and the crew recelved a well

done for the days efforts.

m

The ship returned to Jidda, disembarked the guests, and departed for

Suez, Egypt late the same afternoon,

After spending the night of January 19th at anchor in the harbor of
Suez, the TARAWA entered the Suez Canal the morning of the 20th while camera
fans lined the caftwalks to add to their ever-growing collections of snap-~
shots, The ship anchored at approximately the half-way point of the passage
in Great Ditter Lake that afternoon, and completed the transit of the canal

the 21st.

Sailing throush Port 3aid, dgypt at noon of January 2lst, we entered
the lediterrancan Sea and came under the influence of Uestern culbure after

over two months of varied Far lastern surroundings.

On January 23rd, with icy winds and snow flurries in the air, the anchor
went down in Phalleron Bay off Piracus and Athens, Greece. Due to the nec-
essity of using the ship's small boats for transporting supplies, and the

adverse weather conditions that hampered the operation, liberty was granted
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only one day of our stay at Athens. This was a disappointment, for Athens

with its ancient history, is a sight-seerts paradise.

However our saWD01ntment was short lived and wes atoned at the nex
port, The morningz of January 26th, the ship gol underway for Istanbul, Turkey
and after a night passage of the Dardanelles, we anchored in the Straits of

the Bosphorus at Istanbul,

This was the first truly modern city we had seen since Honolulu, Hawaii
early in October and the Turkish people had a warm reception for all hands

at every quarter. liany visitors came aboard the ship during our stay and it
is impossible to describe adequately the manner in which they expressed their
deep azpreciation of the privilege of coming aboard an American aircraft
carrier, Hany warm friendships were formed as the Turkish people reciprocated

their good will by inviting men and ofiicers to their homes for dimners and
& 1Y

parties,

February 2nd the men and officeirs of the TARAWA and the Air Group wrote
a page in the history of Istanbul when they staged the first American football
Zame ever plaied in the city. The governor of Istanbul tossed the ball from
the stands to start the game and the band frowm the ship was on hand te honor
both counbries with the Mational Anthems cnd otherwise help provide the foot-
ball atmosphere. Congratulations to the ship'!s athletic department were cer-
tainly in order for the fine job they did. lio detalls were ocidtied and fov
two and 2 half hours the Turkish soccer stadiwa was like any college gridiron

o1 a brisk f2l1l afternoon back home.

Dasketball sames were played both ashore mnd aboard ship between ship and

Alr Group teams as well as boxing and wrestling bouts and exhibitions.
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e got our first real taste of winter weather when February 3rd dawned
to reveal a whirling snow storm that continued to release its fury until
early afternoon. The aircraft and flight deck were left covered with a six

inch layer of sticky wihilte beauby.

Cur pleasant stay at Turkey's crossroads of the world came to an end
on 5 February as the TARAWA empldyed Operation Pinwheel to swing her around
in the swift flowing current of the narrow Bosphorus, and headed for Suda
Bay, Crete., The historic Dardanelles were tra.vérsed during the afternoon and
many more pictures were taken to fill the albums that will always be cherish-

ed for the memories that they will recall to mind.

e anchored in Suda Bay the sixth. Liberty offered little more than a
close surveillance of the shipwrecks that dotted the bay, and the gutted
and scarred buildings in the small towm on the shore - all grim reminders of

the havoc wrought by the war on the beautiful island.

On February 7th the word was passed that the Terrible "T" was to be one
of the Favy'!s CV!s to join the mothball fleet, and the morning of the 8th we

were underway for Gibraltar and thence home.

The first flight operations since the demonstration for the Arabs were
conducted on the eigzhth, and also the ninth and tenth found us in the air

enjoying the flying that we had missed so much,

Gibraltar came in view early in the morning of February 12th and the
anchor went down shortly thereafter. Liberty was granted during the after-

noon and evening and February 13th we were underway for lorfolk, Virginia, USA.

Wo air onerations were conducted during the crossing of tihe angry Atlantic

Ly



and the ship's athletic department came to the fore again and ran off an
elimination basketball tournament in which 32 teams competed. The officers of
VA-14 rose to the occasion and pushed all opposition aside to emerge the

victors and take home the championship trophy.

On February 21st the planes of the Alr Group, including all 16 of VA-14's
Corsairs, were launched from the ship for HAS lorfolk. The squadron points
with pride to its maintenance department as well as its pilots as the record
shows that all 16 planes which were embarked in September were flown ashore

five months later in excellent condition.

The squadron personnel and gear were disembarked at NOB lorfolk the
afternoon of the 2lst and the world cruise became past'tense. Happy to be
home but yet a bit sad to bid a final farewell to the TARAWA, our home for
five menths and our ship since her commissioning in 1945, were the mixed

emotions of all hands.

After four days in Horfolk the squadron flew their sixteen Corsairs to
A4S Cecil Tield, Jacksonville, Florida which is the new home port of VA-l4

and CVG=1l.

The remnainder of February and the month of Iarch was a leave period
with up to 503 of the personnel awey and getting settled with their families
in new homes. Those aboard were overvhelmed with the paper work thal accoi-

panies a change of hone ports and supervising commands.

Air Group ONE entered Phase One the first of larch and the new training
cycle for VA-lh saw the squadron plying the skies once again primarily as
boubers, jo lonzer was the oxygen mask standard equipment for every hop, for

the mission as nigh altitude interceptors - the sguadron designavion since
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23 Ausust 1948 - was comnleted,
o -

Orders arrived for several pilots snd replacements cane to teke their

L al Ty

places, The shortage of enlisted manpower that hawpered the squadron for

months was remedied with a large influx of nen.
izintenance found that it had all thet it could handle in getting the

planes in shape after the months of exposure to all kinds of weabher. The
battle agzainst corrosion was won and the planes sported new noint jobs to

comnence the phase I syllabus.

The Cperations Devartment set up a well-rounded instrument progsram using
the Link: Trainers for refreshing basic and raciio nrocedures and the SHJ and
type for the practical end. .Jith the accent on instruments, the flight tine
was shared by glide bombing, rockets, sunnery, and night flying. Frogress

throuzh: the initial chase was very satisfactory and June 30 brought Fhase 1

to a successful completion,

ixtra-curricular activities included two exercises with the USS . IDWAY
and participation in a mock attack and parade in connection with the fourth

annual Southeastern Air Show at Cralg ield, Jacksonville.

On June 30th Vi-l, wes based at IIAAS Cecil Field, TFlorida prepared to
enter Phase II of the training syllabus. Lieutenant Couwmander Louis ile BUdLS
of Buffalo, llew York was the Comuanding COfficer and Lieutenant Cormander

Clifford A. }McDCUGAL was the Ixecutive Officer.

Sixteen FLU-4's and one SIIJ were assizned to the squadron and on board.

The squadron was composed of 2/ officers and 105 enlisted men.



During the period from 1 January throush 30 June 1949, three officers
were detached from the squadron and six officers reported for duty aboard.
During the same period fourteen enlisted men were transferred from the

squadron and 33 enlisted men reported aboard.



