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ATTACK S€@ADRON OEE ABLE wzs commissioned 12 M s y  1945 as 
w 

BOXBIND SWADRON 3'OUB. BOMBING SWBDROBI FOUR was redesignated 

ATTACK SQUADBOII ONE ABLE 15 November 1946. The Commanding Of- 

f icers since t h e  date o f  commissioning a e  as f o l l o w s :  

12 MaJT 1945 - 6 June 1945 LTJG Duncan He McCAULEY, USER 

Hometown, S a u s a l i t o ,  California. 

6 June 1945 - 18 July 1947 LCm Herold We C aROm, USN 

Rometown, Nisgara Falls, Xew York. 

18 June 1947 - 24 June 1948 LOR John K. CLIFFOBD, USIT 

Home town, Taco-, Washington. 

24 June 1948 - LCPR James W. WYRICK, USN 

Rornetokm, Vallejo, C a l i f o r n i a .  

- .L II - - - - - - - 
I 

1 &ril 1948: ATTACK SQUADROM OBE ABLE t e m p o r a r i l y  shore based 

at Xaval Air Sta- t ion,  San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a .  

' C o w d i n g  Officer; Lieutenant Commander John 

Kingdon CLImBI) ,  US$, of  Tacoma, Ws.shington. 
I 

19 April 1948: UTACK SQVAJBON OIB ABLE flew t o  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  

El Gentro, Californie t o  becone tes1poruI1y shore 

based. 

30 & p i 1  1948: ATTACK SQUD-OX OX? ABLE r e t u r n e d  t o  lava1 A i r  

Station, San Diego, California. 

22baJT1948: dTTACIIS~ADROETOITABLEembarkedaboerd the 

U.S.S. TP-Al?A ( ~ 4 0 ) .  



26&y19481 Lieutenant Junior Grade Ja.ckSowter FLAITAGAX, 

USN of Florence, Alabama was lost at sea. 

4 June 1948: ATTACK SQ,URmOlT OlE ABLE disem'kra.rkedU,S.S, 

TUAFIA (CV-40) to become temporaily shore 

based at l I ~ ~ a 1  Air Stat ion, S a n  Diego, California. 

7 June 1948: ATTACIC S Q U ~ D l l  OIE ABLE commenced a week of 
I 

night flying. 

14 June 1948: ATTACK S@JADROlT OEE ABLE took p a t  in A i r  

Review over Zos Angeles, California in honor 

of the ?resident of the United States, Harry 

17 June 1948 : , a T A C K  S ~ H I Y O E T  O!T! A?LX assisted Commander 

Carrier ~ i v i s i o n '  'Rro i n  conducting an annual 

Administrative/~aterial Inspection of ATTACK 

SQUADP.ON THIRTEIB! ABLE. 

18 June 1948: ATTACK S€yAI,ROM OETE A3LE exharked aboard .the 

U.S .S .  TBRAWA (CV-40). 

24 June 1948 : Lieutenant Comnander John Kingdon CLIFFON) was 

relieved a s  Cornanding O f  Zicer of ATTACK SqUAD- 

ROIJ OT'E AFI;E by Lieutensst  Commander James 



30 June 1948: AI'TACK SQUAD7.OIJ ONE A3LZ temporarily based 

aboard the U.S.S. TAUXA (CV-40). Gomaad.- 

ing Of 'icer ; Lieutenant Co.mc~der James Woo& 

I 

row WYBICK, USPJ, of bile jo ,  California .  



AZ'TACK SQUADROW OEJE ATLl-3, a coffl$oneat o f  Attack C a r i e r  

A i r  Group One, Air Force, Pzci f ic  EZeet, w a s  tegp,,orErily shore 

based at U.S. lfavzl A i r  Stzition, San Diego, California on 

1 A y i l  1948, and had been i n  coxmission since 12  $lay 1345. 

Lieutersant Comander John Kingdon CLIT;%OSID, Um, o f  Tacome, 

Washington was the Sauadronls Commding Officer and Lieutenant 

Cormnznder Janes Woodrow limICK, USX, o f  Talle,jo, Calif ornip 

TIaE the Executive O f  f ' i  cer . 
On 19  Qril 1948, ATTACrl SCJJAi!ROlT OiG bm flew to U.S. 

BTs,\*d. A i r  St:.tion, E l  Centro, C a l i f o r ~ i a  where i t  was teripor- 

a r i l y  bzsed u n t i l  30 A - r i l  1948, at which time the Gqyadron 

returned to Szn Diego, California. During thds period an in- 

tensif ied r,ocket f i r i n g  and glide bonbing schedule wes carried , 

oirt. Seventeen of the Squa.drons new conplement o f  twenty F4U-4s 

were use& f o r  t h i s  t ra inizg-  This period w2.s terminated with 
$ 

a, ComlLirPac competitive exercize i n  I.S.P. glide bombing and 

rocket f i r i ng ,  

Upon returning to Savzl A i r  S ts t ion ,  San Diego, The sauad- 

roil transferred the l a s t  of the SB2C Curtiss Helldivers, thus 

coai~leteing the t rans i t ion  from SB2Cts to P4U's which began 

17 March 1948, 

The period 13 b y  1943 t o  14 May 1948 was spent i n  night 

f ly ing,  and t h i s  w;.r followed by a w ~ e k  of in tens i f i ed  f i e l d  

carrier landing p a c t i c e  i n  preparation f o r  boarcing the U.S.S. 

TAWWA ( CV-40 ) . 



1 

On 22 &y 194.8, the squadron k o a ~ d e d  the U.S,S, T-EkWA 

(CV-40) and remained aboard until 4 June 1948. Twenty F4G4 

Corsairs flew from iifaval Air Station,  Sari Diego t o  the U.S.S. 

Tfi%?/A (CV-40) on the inorning of 24 >ley 1948 and inmediately 

began qual i f icat ion landings. Ensign 9ay Eldon HALL, USX of 

Freelambrille, Indiana was the f i r s t  officer of ATTACK SCjpAD- 

OPTE DL3 to l and  aboard i n  an F4U--4 assigned t o  that Sauad- 
. I  

Lieutenant Junior Grade Jack Souter FLAXAG-GT, USiT was l o s t  

a t  sea on 26 Nay 1348 when the plme he was p i lo t i ng  crashed 

during a carrier breakup. A t  the  time o f  the accident, the  

U.S.S. TDiAWA (w-40) wes cruising o f f  the southern California 

0 
coast at longitude 117 52' west, latitude 32' 22' north. 

The period 7 June 1948 through 11 June 1948 was spent i n  

ni&t flying with special emphasis b e i r , ~  pleced on night field 

c a r r i e r  l m d i n g  practice.  

& A i r  Parade was held over b s  Angeles, California on the 

norning of the 14th o f  June 1948 in honor of the President of 

the United States ,  Harry S. Truma-n. Sixteen F4U-4's o f  the 

Squadron p@tici:,ated i n  t h i s  event. 

17 June 1948 was s:,ent i iz tkis Squadrons ass i s t ing  i n  an 

g&inistative/&terial Inspection o f  ATTACK CARYIm AI?I GRcm 

THIRT?XT. 



I1 NmTIm (cont) 

The Sqmdron novnd aboard the V. S . S. TARAIdJA (CV-40) on 

18 June 1948 and renained aboard the reinainder o f  the month. 

The main reason f o r  operations with the carrier a t  this time 

to get the pilots night qualified. Due to  adverse urekther 

conditions which llere ?revelant at t h i s  tkne very l i t t l e  night 

f l y ing  was accomplished, e-lthough f i f t e e n  p i l o t @  f i n s l l y  quaL- 

i f i ed  with two landings each. 

On 24 June 1948 Lieutenant Commander John Kingdon CLIl'FOm 

?ON OlTX ABLE rras relieved as C o w d i n g  Officer o f  AmACK S W . .  

by Lieutanant Commander James Woodrow WYRICK. 

On 30 June 1948, ATTACK SQUADTOIT OIE BABL4: was temgor@ly 

shore based on the U. S.S. TAFAVA (CTI-40) cruising o f f  the coast 

of southern California. The SquaLron wes conposed of twenty- 

tbsree of f t ce r s  o f  f l y ing  status and one hundred and thirteen 

enl is ted men. Twenty F4U-4 Corsairs arid one S>TJ-4 Texzn were 

assigned t o  the Squadron. 

During the perio? from 1 April 1948 through 30 June 1948 

one o f f i c e r  rras detached from the Squadron 2,ncl two off icers  

resorted for  duty aboard the  Sq.wdrbn. The Squadron experi- 

enced one f a t a l i t y  i n  the death o f  Lieutenant Junior  Grade FLAV- 

Fifteen e-itlisted nen were transferred from the Squadron 

a d  thirty-four enl is ted men reported f o r  duty %board the 

Squadron. * 



BIOGZUPHI C A L  S3XTCR OF ClOi~ii~iA3~IlT:fG OFF1 CER: 

I 
Lieutenant Comander James lfoodrow FrmICK, US?" of Valle j o  , 

California becam Conmanding Officer of ATTACK SQTSA9RO1T 019 BBLE 

on 24 June 1948, relievaing Lieutenant Conm,nder John Kingdon 

CLIF3?ORD, USM. At that time he had twe lve  years of I!'ha,val service 

including two years enlisted service, completion o f  the course 

a t  the  U. S. 2Tavs;l Academy, two years of wartime carrier duty in 

the Pacific, and f o t n  years of duties involving flying.  

Lieutenant Cornlander WYETCK enl is ted i n  the Xavy on 16 

i w c h  1336, attended the llqval Academy Preparatory School and 

entered the U.S. Nzval Academy i n  July 1938. Ee graduated 19 
\ 

December 1941, was commissioned Ensign, USN, a d  was ordered 

t o  the U ,S .S .  E L J Z ' ~ I S E .  He commenced f l i g h t  t ra ining i n  March 

I 13&, was desigwted a ISaval Aviator i n  March 1945 and served 
+ 

i n  vzrious t ra in ing  squadrons until joining ATTACK S&tTADROX 

OEX ABm i n  October 1946. 

He served as Squadron ~xecutive Officer fron January 1948 

t o  J m e  1948 when he assumed cownand tghen Lieutenant Commander 
\ 

CLIFFOF! was detached prior  to the arrival of his designated 

r e l i e f .  



Op Rep 50-1 ATTACK SQU'ROPT FOURTEEN 
v . - ~ ~ / A ~ - ~ / I I L s  :vr jg c/o Fleet Post Office 

San Ii'rCancisco, Calif. 

From: 
To : 

Subject: 

1 October 1948 

Commanding Officer. 
Chief of Uaval Operations, Aviation IIistorical Unit, 

Quarterly Sistorioal  Report - Submission of. 
Reference: (a) 12anual for Histor ical  Officers, ITavAer 00-25Q-26. 

(b) Avietion C/L 71-46. 

Enclosure: (A) VA-14 Historical Outline for period 1 July 1948 
through 30 September 1948. 

1. Znclosure (A) is submitted herewith in conpliance with 

references (a) and (b). 

cc: em2 
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ATTACK SQUADRON FOW~TEEIJ' was commissioned 1 2  Eky 1945 as BOIDING 

SQUt"SROi POUR. The squadron was redesignated ATTACK SQUADROIIJ' O I E  ABLe 
-_C""*.YI"....--(yU.c" 

15 Kovember 1946 and again redesignated ATTACK SQUAD ROE^. FOmT&%7J on 2 
"UIUI--~ 

August 1948. The Commanding Officers since the date of commissioning 

arc as f o l l m s :  

12  ?day 1945 - 6 June 1945 LTJG Duncan B. IdcCAWZY, USNR 

Hometown: Sausalite, California. 

6 June 1945 - 18 July 1947 LCDR Harold W. CLU.BOU?, USIJ 

Hometown: Tliagara Falls, NerrYork. 

18 July 1947 - 24 June 1948 LCDR John K. CLIFFORD, USN 

Hometown: Tacoma, Kashington. 

24 June 1948 - 27 July 1948 ~ D R  James R. TiYRICK, USN 

Hometown: Vallcjo, California 

27 July 1948 - LCDR Louis E, B U R ? ,  Jr . USN 
Horntown: Buffalo, ]Jew York. 

- l - - - - - - - v - m - - - - - - - - - - I I - - . I I - . I I I - - - I - -  

1 July 1948: ATTACIC SQUADROEiT OITE AELF: temporarily shore based a t  Eaval 

A i r  Station, San Diego, California. Commanding Officer; 

Lieutenant Comander Jsmss N. :'brick, USE of Vallejo,  

California, 

6 July 1948: ATTACKSQUADRON OZZABLF: f l m  t o N a n 1  A i r  S t a t i o n E l  Centro, 

California t o  becoze tenporarily shore based. 

8 July 1910 : ATT+4CX SQU.WPOli ONE ~'DLF returned t o  ifaval A i r  S t ~ t  ion ,  San 

Diego, California. 



13 July 1948: ATTACK SQUADROPJ ONE BBLJ3 embarked aboard the USS TARA"CA 

(CV-40) . 
21 July 1948: ATTACK SCJUABROiT OlTE dDE3 disembarked the  USS 'i'AXA17"1 (CV-40) 

to become temporarily shore based a t  ilaval A i r  Station, San 

Diego, California. 

27 July 1948: Lieutenant Commander Janes W, W R I C K ,  USN, vras relieved as 

Commanding Officer of ATTACK SQUADR0I.J OIE ABIZ by Lieutenant 

Commander Louis E. BUiiEZ Jr . , USE. 

2 Aug 1948: ATTACK SQUFIDROM ONE ABLE redehignated ATTACK SQURDROFT FOURTEEW. 
f 

---_---- - - - - - - -  

Squadron f l e w  t o  Naval A i r  Stat ion E l  Centro, Calirornia t o  

become temporarily shore based. 

7 Bug 1948: A T T A a  SQu.k!RolJ FOURTEEIT returned to Raval A i r  Station, S a  

Diego, California. 

13 Aug 1948: ATTACK SQUADIiOPI FQmTEEhi embarked aboard the USS TlBAFlA (CV-40). 

20 Aug 1948 : ATTACK S~UfDROPJ FOURTICEX disembarked the  USS TARATLA (CV-40) to 

become temporarily shore based at  Naval A i r  Station San Diego, 

California. 

23 ~4% 1948: ATTACK SQUtlDROII FO'OURTEEII was designated a IIigh Altitude Inter- 

ceptor Squadron. 

28Sbp4 1940: ATTACK SQUADROlJ ~OrnTmJ exiibnrked aboard the liSS TfXRliRA (CV-40). 

30 Sept 1948: ATTACK SQUADllOIJ FOURTEE~J embarked aboard the USS TmYL4 (CV-40) 

moored at Naval A i r  Station.  Comnanding Officer: Lieutenant 

C o m d e r  Louis E. BURRE Jr., of Buffalo, B e v ~  York. 



ATTACK SQUJUIRON 0172 ABLE, a component of Attack Carrier A i r  Group 01SE, 

A i r  Force, P a c i f i c  Fleet, ~ n r s  tenporarily based ashore at U s v a l  Air Station 

S a n  Diego, California on 1 July 1948. The Commnding Off ioer was Lieutenant 

Commder James W. PIYRICK, USIT, of Valle jo, California. 

On 6 July 1948 the squadron flew t o  Naval A i r  S t~ . t ion  E l  Centro, Calif- 

ornia for two days of rocket refrosher f i r ing  and a check-out on the  f i r i n g  

characteristics of the Tiny Tim. Each p i lo t  fired three T i n y  Tins i n  prep- 

aration fo r  the coming Fleet Intertype exeroises. The return t o  Waval A i r  

Station San Diego, California erne on 8 July 1948. 

On 13 July 1948, ATTUX SQUADROl3 Ola ABLE embarked aboard the USS TARAO'R 

(CV-40) for the Fleet Intertype exeroises. During the period from 13 July t o  

21  July adverse weather conditions were the daily&-ti* and the low ceilings 

and poor visibility severely handicapped all operations. On 2 1  July seventeen 

(17) of the squadronT s F4U-4's were loaded with 1000 pound G.P. bombs and were 

launched as part  of Attack Carrier Air Group ONE foran attack on an DKA, sur- 

vivor of  the Bikini Atoll Atom Bomb Test. IZuch t o  the disappointroent of all 

pilots, the AKA disappeared beneath the sea while the planes of Vk-W were 

orbitt ing and awaiting the i r  oppurtunity t o  s t r ike.  The bombs were jettisoned 

at sea and the planes returned t o  Naval A i r  Station San Diego, California and 

the squadron became temporarily shore based. 

From 21 July un t i l  2 August, the  squadron coneucted norm1 opera t io~s  

according t o  the syllabus. 

On 27 July 1948 Lieutenmt Conmnder J m e s  V. WRICIL was relieved as 

Commanding Officer of ATTACK SQUi"iDRO13 OIfE ABLE by Lieutenant Comancler Louis 

E. BURKE Jr. of Buffalo, M e w  York. 



On 2 August 1948 ATTACK SQUA3ROEI OZ;E ABLE was redesignated' ATTACK 

SQUA?3i?Ol? FOUP,TEElJ and on the same day, flew t o  Naval A i r  Station E l  Centro, 

California for  week of night flying, dive bombing and rocket refresher on 

the raked targets .  The squadron returned t o  Naval A i r  Sta t ion San Diego, 

California on 7 August 1948. 

On 13 August 1948 ATTACK SQUADROIli FOElTZEll again embarked aboard t h e  

USS T A W A  (CV-40) fo r  a week of shipboard operations. The week mas spent 

i n  qualif'ying new p i lo t s  and flying C I C  problems f o r  the ship, The squadron 

also ass is ted the A i r  Group i n  conducting pract ice  and. competitive rearning 

drills, 

ATTACK SQUBJIROX WURTmT discardec! i t s  bombing doctrine on 23 Augu-st 

as it was designated a High Altitude Interception Fighter Squadron. The 

l a s t  week i n  August and September through the  26th were spent i n  learning 

the intracacies of fighter tactics and in operating in the thin air of the 

hi&er a l t i tudes .  Fixed gunnery with the t a rge t  t a r  above 15000 f e e t  was 

eqhas ized  along with the  a l l  iaportant t a c t i c s .  

On 28 September 1948, movement of a l l  squadron gear and airplanes aboard 

the  USS TfRBVA (CV-40) was c&anenced. The ship was scheduled t o  get under 

way for  the forward area as a component of Task Force 38 on 1 October 1948. 

30 September 1948 found the squadron based aboard the USS TARAPV'A (CV-40) 

moored a t  ITaval A i r  Stat ion Sari Diego, California. The squadron was composed 

of twenty-om (21)  o f f icers  of f lying status and ejghty-nbe (89) en l i s ted  

men. Sixteen (16) F4U Corsairs were azs iped  t o  the squadron, 



During the  period from 1 July 1948 through 30 September 1948 four  (4) 

officers were detached from the squadron and two (2) officers reported f o r  

duty aboard. Sixty (60) enlisted man were transferred from t h e  squadron 

and thirty-six (36) enlisted men reported for duty aboard the squadron. 



BTCIGRARiICfi S Z T C H  OF Tm C O k W I P T G  OFFICER: 

Lieutenant Commander Louis E . BURKE Jr , , USIS of Buff a10 , Eew Y ork 

relieved Lieutenant Commander James WT, TVRICK, USIT as Commanding Officer 

of ATTACK SQUADBOX FO'OURm (then ATTACK SQUF2RQ1T 0133 ABLE), on 27 July 

1948. He had twelve years of Naval experience behind him, including four 

years a t  the United States Namrl Academy. 

E;r. BWJB entered the Eaval Academy in 1936 and graduated and was 

comissioned Ensign i n  1940. Iiis f i r s t  duty was aboard the USS SARATOCA 

(CV-2) and he was aboard her when she supported the landing on Guadalcanal. 

After better than two years duty i n  the surface fleet, Lieutenant 

Commander BURICE entered .flight training i n  October of 1942. 3e was desig- 

nated a N a v a l  Aviator in  April of 1943 and went t o  sea with BOE;IBIIIG SQUAD- 

ROE SIX. Be was.awarded the Navy Cross while with this squadron. 

Prior t o  h i s  reporting t o  ATTACIC SQUA9ROhl POmTmT, Lieutenant Corn- 

der D L X E  had two years of shore duty a t  the United States Kaval Academy. 



Op Rep 50-1 ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTliZlJ 
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. 
I 

\ 

1 Ocbber 19483 

10 Ootober 1948: 

13 o~eober 1948: 

29 Ootober 19483 

16 N o h e r  1948 

19 November 1948 

6 Deceniber 1948s 

9 December 1948: 

14 Deoeniber 1948 

19 Deader 1948 

23 December 1948 

29 December 1948 

ATTACS: SQUADROIT FOURTEEN based aboard the USS TARAKA 

(CV-40) departed NAS San Diego for Pearl Harbor Com- 

manding Officer : Lieutenat Commander Louis E. BURKE 

of Buffalo, New York. 

ATTACK SQJKDROm FOURTEEN aboard the USS T W A  (w-40) 

arrived at NA8 Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, Oahu@ T.H. 

A!fTACE SQUDRON FOURTEESi aboard the WSS TARAKA (CP-40) 

departed Pearl Harbor bound for Tsingtaot China. 

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTIEX aboard the llS8 T A W U  (CV-40) 

arrtved at Tsingtao, China. 

ATTACK S Q W R ~  FOURTZEB aboard the USS TARMA (CV-40) 

departed Tsingtao, China for  Yokoeuka, Japan and 

intertype exercise enroarte. 

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN based aboard the USS TARAWA 

(CV-40) returned t o  Tsingtao, C h i n s .  

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEIf based aboard %he USS TARAH.4 

( ~ - 4 0 )  left; Trringtao bound for HongKong* 

ATTlLCg SQUADRON FOURTEEB based aboard the USS TAUT& 

( ~ 4 )  arrived at HongKong. 

AT!CACK SQUADRON FOURTlBl? based aboard the USS TARiW.4 

(CV-40) lePt HoqKong for Singapore. 

ATTACH SQUADRON FOUR= aboard the W S  TARAWA ( ~ - 4 0 )  
/ 

arrived in Singapore* 

ATTACK SQUADRON FOlIlXEEX aboard the USS TBReWA ( ~ ~ - 4 0 )  

departed Singapore bound for  Columbo, Ceylon. 

ATTACK SQUADRON FOURTEEN based aboard the USS T-A 

(CV-40) arrimd in Columbo, Ceylon. 

- 1 -  



31 December 19488 ATTACK SQUADRON FOUR!M%X based aboard the USS TARAKA 

( ~ - 4 0 )  anchored in Columbo, Ceylon Harbor. Command- 

ing Officer: Lieutenant Commander Louis E. BURICE 

of BuPf alo, New York. 

mcLosuRE (A) 



ATTACK SQUADROR FOURTEEN, was based aboard the USS TdRAlAB (CV-40), 

as a oamponent of Carrier A i r  Group ONE on 1 October 1948, enroute to 

Pearl Harbor from San  Diego, Calsfornia. The Command- Offioor rnvl 

Lieuteaant Comnaader Louis E1 BUBKE, USH, of Buffalo, BewYorkr 

The equadron participated in five days of air operations betmen 

the first and the tenth of October when the ship moored at XAS Ford 

Island in Pearl  Harbor* The air operation -re climaxed by a strike 

against hneoke, Barber's P o w ,  and Wheeler Field ~ 5 t h  the Army and 

Navy Foroea based on Oahu providing air opposition. 

The TARflRA departed Pearl Harbor on 13 October to set course for 

Tsingtao, China air operatione were conduoted snroute and rare high- 

lighted by a baffle problem w i t h  the for068 of the We8%ern Paoifio. 

The anchor went d m  in Tsingtao, China, Harbor on 29 October. 

On 10 November, while st i l l  at anchor in Tsingtao Harbor, the 

annual administrativ8/material inepeetion nar, held on the squadron 

and the ship by the USS PBINCETON (C'V-37) and A i r  Group Thirteen 

based aboard t h e  Princeton. AWACK SQUADRON FOUlEERH was graded 

exoellenf for the inspectionr 

On 16 Hovember the ship, and the squadron, left Tsingtao bound 

for Yokosuka, J q a .  A* operations ware oonduoted on the 16th and the 

17th lrith a battle problem against the Arqr and Navy forces based in 

Japan o o m m n o ~  the 17th. On 18 HoveaPber the batt le  problemwas can- 

aelled due t o  a *boon in the area and the TARAWA loarr ordered t o  re- 

turn to Tsingtao where she anchored the 19th. 

During the period from 19 Hommber until 6 December only three days 

were spent in f l ight  operations and the rest of the tfme the anchor 

was in the mud of' Tsingtao Harbor* 



6 Deosmber found the TARMA, ~ 5 t h  her dir Group ,  u n d e m  for 

Hong K o ~ r  She ~ i w d  there the 9th for five days of liberty. There 

were no flights while enroute to Hong KO=. 

On 14 Decdber ATTACK SQIJDRON M)URTEEN aboard the USS TARAXA 

was again on Wm way and on the 19th the hook went dcnn in Singapore 

Hakbor* Air operations -re conducted one day while steaming *on 

Hong  gong to Singapore. 

23 December found the ship steambg through the Strait6 of ibal&ca 

bound for Coluuibo, Ceylon with VA-14 eafely aboard. Flights were iawoh- 

ed and recovered the 24th and 27th, and the 28th and on the 29th the 

ship anohored in the harbor of Columbo, Ceylon. 

On 31 Decleniber A!J!TACK SQUADRON FCNEEESH waa based aboard the, US8 . 
TARMA ( ~ 4 0 )  andored in Cofunibo, Ceylon, Harbor. LicNtenant C o m -  

cmdw Loulrr El BURBEI, U ' ,  *as the Commading Officer. 

During  t he  period f'rarm 1 Oatober 1948 through 31 December 1948 
1 

no Offioers *ere detaohed from the Squadron nor were there any who report- 

ed for dutJr. During this period 4 enlisted men nere tramferred from 

the Squadron and 3 enlisted man reported for duty* 
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c/o Fleet Post Off ice, 
Nerr York, Nelr York. 

Co~iormding Officer. 
Chief of Naval Operations, Aviation His to r ica l  Unit, 
Op-51 9B. 

Subject : Semi-annudl Historical Report - submission of 

Reference: (a) Aviation C/L 18-49. 
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through 30 June 1949. 

1. %closure (A)  i s  subiidtted iieret&t;h in co~~~pliance ~ L t h  
reference (a). 
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I\'i'T-:Ci< 2 ~ - ~ , ~ > ~ d ~ ; ~  I.'(, i;; :IdJL, (7 - r - rias ~0il:6ssioi?cd. 12 19it5 as GO:1;3;.!:; S>U.& 
ZOi? FOUR. The squcdron was redesi~fia-Led ,i'i'TliCK S w ~ . ' ~ i ~ C : :  CI:x pi?3I,2 15 110~- 
enber 1946 xld azaiq rede signat ed AT;'ACI: S .;U:J::(.,~: ~i,;;z,2;'_;.;: 2 iiui;ust 1946, 
The Co:xm~din~: Gflicers s k l c c  t h e  dzie of co!;~.&ssionjq are as f0 l lo t . r~:  

12 Thy 1945 - 6 June 1945 LTJG Duncan ii. IicCAm, U;jl\ilZ 
Ilo~ietor m - Sausalito, Calif o l~ i ia .  

6 June 1945 - 18 July 1947 LC3X Harold :I .  CfiHCiUIJ, USi,i 
Ho~leCotrn - iliagara F a l l s ,  I(e~tr Yo&. 

18 July 1947 - 24 June 1948 LCDX John I(. CLIFFOF!, USN 
Hometown - Tacoma, ilashington. 

35 June 1948 - 27 July 1948 LCDR James X. ;i"liU[CI:, USfJ 
IIor~ietom - Vdle jo ,  California.  

27 July 1948 - LC92 Louis A. 8 J , USIi 
Hometown - Buffalo, Kew York. 

1 January 1949 : i~Y7di:K S!;2U!;33CX FGUIITI-2: based aboard C he USS TtilLL iA ( CV-40) 
anchored -in the harbor of Colombo, Ceylon. C o m d i i i g  Officer 
Lieutenant Cormder Louis E. BUiGI;; Jr . , USPI of Buffalo, 
liew k'ork, 

2 J m ~ - a y  1949: ATTACK SQUADIiOI: FOUF.TJU4 based aboard ilie U5S T&iAFiriA (CV-40) 
under way for Eahrien Island, Arabia, iil the  Persian G u l f .  

7 J a u a r y  1949: k2'rliCiC S;;3KD13,Gl.I FOVRT:<Zi based aboard t h e  USS TIfi11.iA (CV- I+~)  
anchored in t h e  harbor of Bahrien, Arabia. 

10 January 1949: ATTACK SSUUPUIIOI.: FOUSTZII based aboard i;he USS TX%Y,lA (c'J-&O) 
l e f t  2ahrien, Arabia bound fo r  Jidda, Arabia. 

16 January 1949: A'1'i',ICiC S:~L?AJW;T FCU1'1':.ii;E; bizsed zboard the USS TWUiI-IA (cV-40) 
arrived at Jidda, Arabia. 

17 January 1947: IY'I'TACI; S ,U~OECXi P'GUiZT,LJ: based aboarcl t h e  U5S Tk:t\:.ik (CV-40) 
p=iicipa-Leci in ae;ilonstratiox. 3ncl i;ioc!c a t tack f o r  benif it 
of Prince knseur ,  son of Ibn Saud, l5ng of Saudi-Arabia, 
and 150 Arabian, &glish, and guests. The T&lli.ifk 
got underway f o r  Suez, 3gyp-t after dise~~lbarkiiig t h e  guests 
in t h e  afternoon. 

19 Janumy 1949 : ATTACI; S ,~U.4XC:'i E'CUllTmI based aboard tile USS T:d'wL;.i;~ (CV-40) 
anchored in harbor of Suez, Egypt. 

20 January 1949 : A'i'TXI: 3 .&JZlllOil FOUn'PASI! based aboard the US3 TA2Ki.l (CV-l+0) 
in transit of Suez Canal. Ship amhored 21 Great S i t t e r  
Lake af ter  co!:lpletii:g; one half the passaGe throu:;h t h e  canal. 



21 J m u r j  1949: ATTACI; SGUiDXX: F0'O;;3T:7'Lll based aboard t h e  USS TA.U,:Iti (CV-Lo) 
coi;~pleted transit of Suez C a n a l ,  entered I~~edi-Lerranean 
Sea bound f o r  Athens, irrecce, 

23 ~ a l u w y  1949: ,:~TTAC'- r: S. Le '~jd;&i: FCUT~- L L ~  XI based aboard t h e  USS 'I'iL:R;iii (CV-40) . - anchored 5.n Fiialleron 3ay, ~ i r a e u s ,  Greece. 

26 J ~ I U ~ Y  19kq : ~i?TL-Cii S.:iUi"&2L;i: FCCZL22I bas eci aboard t h e  U,d 'L ' i " ; i~  ifL (CV-40 ) 
de;;ar"cect Phal le~oi?  3ay- bculd for Istanbul, 'l'urliey. 

27 Janu- 1949: AYlACi; SJJ&Ii?CL: FOIJ;;tTZ,.J; based aboard -the US2 Y'KXLI~A ((cv-40) 
anclzoreri iil Eosphorus of l Isi;mbul, Turkey. 

5 February 1949: !C2YACII SQiJWiIG; FGUWGJ based aboard the  USS '1AZ4~;l. (CV-hi)) 
underway f o r  Suda Bay, Crei;e. 

1  IS^: based aboard t h e  USS TA1?A.;li (CV-40) 6 P ebruary 1949 : I~TTILCEC S;2i!~iUXX FOE '2""~- 
anchored Suda Bay, Crete, 

8 February 191;9 : ATTACiI S ~~U:3LIClI FOUiY1L;ST based aboard t he  U S  T>Z;i:i.~A (GV-40) 
L e f t  Suda Ray, Crete f o r  Gibral tar ,  

12 February 1949: KTTACK S,Ui&Ii?Gi RjU;?,T'd:J< based aboard t h e  USS 'L'&Li.:A (GV-4.0) 
anchored at Gibral%ar, 

13 February 1949: ATTAZX S:;1UiWXGiJ FCUR:'.iX\T bascd aboard the US5 'lARA.;A (CV-1~0) 
underway f o r  Eorf olk, Virginia, USA. 

21 February 1949: XI"I'ACI; S:~UiDROIl 1.ciUn'f.E2J flew 16 a i r c r a f t  ashore t o  NAS 
Iliorfolk. Squadron personnel and gear disembarked a t  NOB 
Ilorfolk t o  become t eapo ra r i l y  shore based. 

23 Februvy 1949 : IITTiiCK SIJJAD~GIU)!: li'GUXTU-2: temporarily shore based a t  I'IiS 
Ilorfolk, received o iders  r e a s s i~ming  t h e  squadron t o  tlie 
!iLla;ntic Fleet as a mi-t of Cor;LZirLant and changing t h e  
honepart  fro.^ iiAG San 3ieg0, Cal i fornia  t o  XMS Cecil 
Field, Florida. 

25 February 1qlk9 : AT'fillCI; S I LC,. -'-' T' ~ C d , l I ' - ~ . i :  " ' fle%i froi-r, IlAS liorfollc t o  KAAS 
Cecil  Field,  Flor ida  t o  become tei-:lporarily shore based. 

30 June 1949: Ai~ri7;ic;< 3 ;iu;azc~ , ., : 7O'J*1I1i'32I t e ~ a ~ ~ o r a r i l y  shore based. a-t IljiG 
Ceci l  Field, Florida.  Cor:rLdin: Officer : Lieutenant 
Co:.illl=der Louis 3. BLXiii Jr., USIT f ,  ~"ufffdlo, i!ew York. 



1949 arr ived on -the sceile as  tke h e r d d i n g   clan^ of b e l l s  a d  11oot of 

~ t ~ i s t l e s  reverbersted across t h e  harbor of Color~bo, Ceylon ~rhere  the  GSS 

T i  ( ~ ~ 4 0 )  was berthed with llir Group ()it:< aid i t s  corii130nent' x?Thx$: s:;u;U)- 

201: FGU~ITdXJ based aboard. The C0:infiandbig Off ice r  of Vli-lk  as Lieutena~L 

G o ~ ~ ~ d e r  Louis 5. BLEW Jr., US!.] of Suffalo, Hew Yorlr, xad t h e  squadron 

personnel %rere enjoyins t h e i r  fourth dajr of l i b e r t y  in Colombo. 

The following day, January 2nd, the Tii?iil:.iA sl ipped out of  -the harbor 

and s e t t l e d  on course f o r  t h e  1600 ni le  j a m t  t o  Bahri.cn Island, the  Br i t i sh  

and h e r i c w  o i l  reservoir  in t h e  Pers ian  G u l f  of f  the coast of Arabia. iJo 

a i r  operations were conducted while enroute t o  Bahrien du-e t o  the  necess i ty  

f o r  t he  ship t o  r.mlte r ~ g i d  prozress on course -to i:lai;e ~ o o d  her scheduled 

w r i v d  tine. . 
Three of t h e  squadron! s F4Ul s were launched f r o 2  t h e  ship  and. floum t o  

t h e  1 Y l i t a r y  F a c i l i t i e s  A i r f i e l d  at Dahrien on '7 J a ~ u ~ y  f o r  t h e  sn ip?  s 

o f f i c e r s  t o  f ly ,  and t h e  TX;A',jA anchored o l f  t h e  I s land  in the  afternoon. 

Bahrien was a barren spot but t he  Americvls and t h e  A g l i s h  l i v i n g  the re  

couldn't  do enough t o  sh0r.r t h e i r  joy a t  having us visit thein and they nade 

our stay very pl.easant. 

On -the morning of t h e  10th  we were undenuay again and headed f o r  Jidda, 

Arabia on t h e  Red Sea. The th ree  planes were flwfm frwa t h e  beach aid landed 

aboard uneventfully. F l igh t  operatior~s Irere conducted on th ree  of t h e  six 

days si~eiit enroute t o  Jidda where t h e  aichor ;rent out on t h e  raonling of 

January 16th. 

Tile f o l l o ~ d n g  day the Ti\,l..Fli was host t o  Fririce !UlJilS.;bX, the  so11 of I G B  

S:llD, kin; of Saudi-Arabia; severdl o ther  princes; and over a hundred Arabian 



Bri t i sh ,  w-d Ari?erican ,pests .  The s h i p  proceeded t o  sea f o r  a Zert hours f o r  

a der.lonstraticn of a i r  operations, guix-iery, and t h e  fueling of destroyers 

while vndesway. Adverse weather huizpered the cttack group, of which VA-2.4 

was a par% but twc, holes in - h e  overcast oa e i t h e r  side of tile sh ip  present- 

ed t h e  oportunity f o r  t h e  planes t o  pour throui;li and stage one of the 1llos.t 

r per fec t ly  coordinated attacks L~aginable. The guests were ovem~helmingly 

bqressed as was evidenced by a l e t t e r  of a-,;reciation and good w i l l  presci1.t- 

ed t o  Captain YCiyUTdG, Cowmndi-ng Officer of t h e  TX;ti;A, which he read t o  all 

hands. The fir Group, &ZT/IC:{ S~$irJmj;: ?L'U;1'fi.,,G15 and t h e  crew received a well 

done fox* t h e  days e f fo r t s .  

The ship  returned -to Jidda, dise:2barked t he  guests, and departed f o r  

Suez, Egypt late t h e  same afternoon. 

After spendir~i'; tile ni.&t of Januvy 19 th  at  anchor in the harbor of 

Suez, t h e  TrGLAiJA entered t h e  Suez Cmal t h e  c~ornin;; of tile 20th while  camera 

fans lined tile catt~allcs t o  add t o  t h e i r  ever-grotring collections of snap- 

shots. The s h i p  anchored at  apl,pro;&,latel;~ t h e  half-t.;i point of the  passage 

in Great . titter Lake t h a t  a f t e r n o o ~ l ~  mci conple-ted the  t r a n s i t  of the ca1a.l 

the 21st. 

Sailins throuyn Port Said, dgypt a t  noon of January 21st, we en-tered 

the 2:editsrraneul Sea 2nd tale uncler -the influence of !,fester. cul'oure af-ter 

over two months of v=izd Far a s te rn  swrouindings. 

On JiznuCa.ry Z3rd, tnth i cy  winds in6 snow f l u - r i e s  i n  the aS, bile anchor 

went down in PhaLLleron Eay off Piracus ansld Athens, Greece. Due t o  t h e  nec- 

essiiy of usin;; t he  sh ip t  s srrldll boats f o r  transporting supplies, an6 the  

adverse weather condit ions that haq3ered t h e  operation, l i be r ty  :;ranted 



oidy one da;~ of our stay a t  Athens. T h i s  tias a c!isa2poinbnent, f o r  At1li. i .s 

wit11 i t s  ancient  history,  i s  a sizl~t-seer 's  purtdise. 

Iiotsever ow c"cisa:~pointmei?t pias sllor'i, lived a d  W ~ S  atoned a t  t h e  next 

port.  'The ~ l o m h ,  of Januwy 26th, t h e  ship  got  ur-6em.c~;~y f o r  Is tanbul ,  Turkey 

and after 2 ni:;ilt p a s s a p  of t h e  Dardanelles, we ancilored in t h e  S t r a i t s  of 

t h e  Bosphcrus at Istanbul, 

This was t h e  Zirst truly inodern c i t y  tic had seer1 since Honolulu, Hawaii 

early in October and t h e  Turkish people haci a warm reception f o r  aJ.1 hands 

a t  every quarter .  Ikqy v i s i t o r s  cane aboard the ship  durin:; o w  stay and i t  

i s  inpossible t o  describe ~ e q u a t e l y  t he  iilmler in which they expressed t h e i r  

deep ay:preciation of t h e  p r i v i l e z e  of cor:li~g aboard ul knerican a i rcraf t  

ca r r i e r .  i . ia1~ 1rsr.m friendsllips Irere formed as bhe 'i'urkish people reci.procs;tcd 

their good isil.1 by invitkig men and ofi:icers t o  t h e i r  houes f o r  dkxzers and 

pat ieso 

Februw;r 2nd t h e  nen and o f f i c e i * ~  of t he  TAUblk  a~d. -Lhe Air C7owl3 wrote 

a ;2azc in tile his-Lor;. of Is tanbul  ~rlien they s-laged the f i r s t  ikuericnn f o o t b a l l  

2as;ze ever played i i ~  the c i ty .  The governor of Istarbd fiosscd t h e  ball *on 

t h s  sta?qds t o  stni- t  the  ;a,le a id  t h e  bald-  fixo;.l Llie s h i p  \:as or1 hmtl t o  ;lollor 

both co~'ntr?ies ~ 5 4 h  'the : : 2t.ti~~;al Al-L:ie;;ls zni- ot l lcmise  :iel;~ provicic tile foot- 

b a l l  at:~osphere. Co:lzr~J;ula-Lions t o  t h e  ship  ' s at111 et i c  d-cpa,rtx~cizt Irere c er- 

tai3d.y LT order for the f i n e  job the;?. h id ,  ;to detaLils rrerc oi.iitlcL Cc~i~ Soil 

tvio aid 2. ;1iL.;Lr̂  bows tho i'ur1dsh soccer stacliu; : r ~ s  l i k e  any collc,;e zr i i t i roi l  

oil a brisl; f d l  af iiernoon back hoiile. 

Cas11etb~;L , ; ~ , I ~ c s  i;ero i312zed both asi1oi.e t ! ~ ~ c i  aboxrd ship bct:izen slii;) and 

$iie Group -beails as ;:ell as bo;ring ~ ~ l d  ~rres-iili:-l; bouts ~~16 cxLibii;io;is. 



'::e got ouxn first r e a l  taste of r.~kit;cr wezther when Februay  3rd davmed 

t o  reveal a y.j'ni~lii.ig snow stom t ha t  continued t o  release i t s  fury u n t i l  

early afternoon. The aircraft xild fli:;lit deck were l e f t  covered ir i th a six 

inch layer of s t icky white beauty, 

Cur. pleasant stay at Turl.zey~s crossroads of t h e  world caile t o  a n  end 

on 5 February as t h e  TILUljA emgloyed Operation Finirheel t o  swing her  around 

in the  swift flowing cui-rent of the  narrow ibsphonts, and headed f o r  Suda 

Bay, Crete. The h i s tor ic  Dardanelles were traversed during Lhe afternoon u ~ d  

m y  inore piciures were taken t o  fill i;he album that t.631 ahsays be cherish- 

ed fo r  tl-ie memries tha t  they 1,6ll r e c d l  t o  &id. 

:;e in Suda 3ay t h e  sixth. LToe'oerty offered l i t t l e  iilorc C h a  a 

close s ~ r v e i l l ~ ~ c e  of  t he  shipvrecks tila% dotted the bay, and t h e  gutted 

an2 scarred bLjldinss in the  s . ;U totm on t h e  shore - all g r i n  r e r h d e r s  of 

-tile havoc t i ro~g l l t  by -Lhe war on the  b e a u t i f u l  is la id .  

On February 7th t h e  1.rorc1 was passed that the Terrible "T" was t o  be one 

of t h e  ii'avj's CVIs t o  join t h e  raothb&l f l e e t ,  md the  mornin5 of t h e  8 t h  we 

were undenuay f o r  Gibraltar aid home. 

The first f l i g h t  operations s i~ ice  Lhe deiilonsicration f o r  t h e  ilrabs were 

conducted on t h e  eightk, a d  a lso the ninth a d  tenth found us in t h e  air 

enjoying the  flying t h a t  we had nlissed so much. 

Gibraltar cane in viev e m l y  in t h e  iiiornhing of Februaxy 12th  a;nd bhe 

zlchor went do:m s h o r t l y  thereaf ter .  Liberty lras granted during t h e  after- 

noon a1d evening aqd ?'e'oi-ay 13th  i.re :;ere undel~ra;~ f o r  ii!orfoll:, TJir~klia, USA. 

d r  o;,er~tj-cns xiere cmciucted i :urkg t h e  crossing 02 bile a;n;;ry ,"it 1x1-L i c  



t he  ship's atliletic department c m e  t o  t he  fore  zgain and ran o f f  m 

eliaination basketball toiunainent in rvhich 32 t e r n s  competed. The o f f i c e r s  of 

VA-lk rose  t o  the occasion and pushed a l l  opposition aside t o  emerge t he  

victors  and. -Lake h ~ i l e  t h e  chxi7:pionship .tro?hy. 

On February 21st 'ihe ?lanes of t h e  Air Group, includinC, all 16 of VA4-11+1 s 

Corsairs, were launched fro= the  ship  f o r  IlAS lbiorfolk. The scpzdron po in t s  

with pride t o  its ~ain tenance  department as ~ reU as its p i l o t s  as t he  record 

shows t h a t  a l l  16 planes which were eabarked in Septeriber were flown ashore 

five ~nonths l&er in excellent coi~di-t; ion, 

The squadron persolx~el and gear were dise~ibarlted at IiOB iIorfollc t h e  

af$ernoon of i;he 21st and the  ~ ro r ld  c ru i se  becaxe past tense. Ha?py t o  be 

hose but yet a b i t  s d  t o  bid a final fa rewel l  t o  t he  TNLWA, our iio:.~e f o r  

five nonbhs a?d our ship sklce her coi:iii&s~ioning in 1945, were the i d x e d  

emotions of hands. 

After four days in IJorfolk the  squadron flew t h e i r  s k t ~ e e n  Corsairs  t o  

1i;~G Cecil Field,  Jacksonville, F lo r ida  is the nag hocle p o r t  of V1-14 

and CVG-1, 

The rer.ia-inder of F e b r u a ~ y  and the nonth of ikrclz .r.ras a leave period 

~ d t h  i~.p to 50$ of t he  personnel aT#~z;~ ad g e t t i n g  se t t led  1~6th the i r  faxilies 

in new Ilones. Those aboard viere ovei~ihebned ;.iit!l tile paper rrork t h s t  ELCCOX- 

panies a change of ho:.~e por ts  and supervising co~;sn;w~ds. 

fir Group CM.3 entered Fhase One 'the first of i&~crch an& the  new train-in~ 

cycle f o r  VA-14 sax t h e  squadron pljring . the s!:ies once ap;a,iri p r i i w i l y  as 

boillbers. ;lo longer vas t h e  o:qrzen rnsslc sCandard equQp~1en-L r"oy every hop, f o r  

L 1 ~ , : e  1 fission as d t i t u d e  k t c r c e p t o r s  - t h e  sc!uzclron dcsi:pa-Lion s i ~ c e  

-5- 



. - :fi1'i,silmce found tiict ii il,Ld. d.1 iheL it c o d d  iird~dle i.1 z>ct.ilh;: t he  

plvles in shqe  after t h e  r!onths or" exposure t o  a l l  kinds of  rea at her. 'L'he 

ba t t l e  against corrosion was won and the plmes si~orted ne7;f ;;,d%~'c jobs t o  

comence t he  phase I syllabus. 

The Operations De;:~ti!~e~lt s e t  up a ::ell-rounc2od ' ins ' i r~-~~ent   pro;;,^ u s h ~  

t h e  Lkd: Trainers f o r  refresh-5n~ basic a12 ra,d-io :~rocedures an??, ilie 313 mc! 

t;?,e for  the prac-c-tical end. .ii.tit!~ Liie accent on -hstr~:leilts, t h e  2 l i y ; h t  t i ~ e  

A - 
:r;s shared by zlide bo~.ibi.~x, rocket s, ciui~lery, md ni:,li% flyjll?;. rrogress 

thoxl;h -ihc 5ii;;i~l ;;:lase was very s s t i s f  acctory md June 30 brought Fiiase I 

t o  a s u c c c s s f ~ l  c o ~ p l e t i o ~ ,  

* - 
Mra-curriculas ac t iv i t i e s  iiicluded -two c e r c i s e s  ~ ~ 5 t h  the Uj3 J l i l , i .AY 

and part ic ipat ion in n xock attacl; and parade i? co~lliec'cion 1~1th the  four th  

aimual Southeastelm iiir Sho~r at Craig Yield, Jackso~vi l le .  

Gn June 30th VA-U) rms based at I!*ZiS Cecil Field,  ?lorida prcpzred t o  

enter l;hase 11 of the tr.xini~lg syllabus. Lieubenarit Coilzm~der LO-cis A. 3ULZ>l~2 

of Buff d o ,  iTelr York was -the CornLmndins Of r i c e r  and Lieuten& Cor.uwLder 

Clifford A. ;icc3CUG/S, was t he  >;ec~~t ive O2f icer. 

S i d e e n  i;"bU-]+1s and one S I J  were a s s i p e d  Co the  scyuadron ' ~ d  mi 'DOW~.  

The squadron vras cmposed of 24 off icers  ancl 105 enlisted i.len. 



D u r i n g  "ihe period fron 1 J a u u y  through 30 June 1949, three officers 

were detached fr~iil the  squadron and six officers repofied f o r  duty aboxid. 

Durh~g  the  s a w  period fourteen enlisted ilen Irere %ransferred frorn t h e  

squadron a d  33 enlisted men reported abowcl. 


