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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET

AIR FORCE
FIGHTER SQUADRON FOURTEEN VF-lh./HFL:ds
CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE A9-3
NEW YORK, NEW YORK OpRep 50-1
Serial:0729
24 July 1950
From: Commanding Officer
To: Chief of Naval Operations, Aviation Historical Unit,
Op-51 9B -

Subj: Semi-annual Historical Report, submission of
Ref: (a) Aviation C/L 18-49

Encl: (1) VF-14 Historical Outline for period 1 January
1950 through 30 June 1950

1. Enclosure (1) is herewith submitted in compliance with
reference (a).

R. C. COATS

Copy to:
CVG-1
Adm File
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Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN was commissioned as Bombing
Squadron FOUR on 12 May 1945. The squadron was redesignated
Attack Squadron ONE ABLE on 15 November 1946, Attack Squadron
FOURTEEN on 2 August 1948, and on 19 December 1949, Fighter
Squadron FOURTEEN. The Commanding Officers since the date of
commissioning are as follows:

HISTORICAL REFORT

12 May 1945-6 June 1945 LTJG Duncan H. McCauley USNR
Hometown - Sausalito, Calif.

6 June 1945-18 July 1947 LCDR Harold W. Calhoun USN
Hometown - Niagra Falls, N. Y.

18 July 1947-24 June 1948 LCDR John K. Clifford USN
Hometown - Tacoma, Washington

24 June 1948-27 July 1948 ICDR Jemes W. Wyrick USN
Hometown - Vallejo, Calif.

27 July 1948-10 June 1950 ICDR Louis E. Burke Jr. USN
Hometown - Buffalo, N. Y.

10 June 1950 iCDR Robert C. Coats USN
Hometown - Delhi, iouisians
1 Januvary 1950 Fighter Sguadron FOURTEEN, temporarily
shore based at NAAS Cecll Field, Florida.
Commanding Officer: Lieutenant Commander
Louls E., Burke Jr. USN of Buffalo, N. Y.

8 February 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN flew seven plames
aboard the USS FRAWNKLIN D. RCOSEVELT (CVB-42)
for carrier qualifications.

9 February 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN flew fifteen
planes aboard the USS FRANKLIN D. ROUSEVELT
(CVB-42) for carrier qualifications.

14 February 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN flew sixteen
planes to MCAS Cherry Point, North Carolina.
Remainder of squadron departed NAAS Cecil
Field, Florida by train for NAS Norfolk, Va.

15 February 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN flew sixteen
planes from MCAS Cherry Foint, Worth Caroclina,
to NAS Norfolk, Virginia. Squadron commenced
loading aboard USS FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT

(OVB-42) CON Bl
16 February 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN based aboar e

USS FRANKLIN D. ROCSEVELT (CVB-42), moored
at NOB, Norfolk, Virginia.
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23 February 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN based aboard
USS FRANKLIN D. ROGSEVELT (CVB-42),
departed NOB Norfolk, Virginia for
Puerto Rico.

8 March 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTHEEN based aboard
USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVB=-42),
arrived at Vieques Island, location of
simulated problem Operation FPORTREX and
commenced operations.

11 March 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN based aboard
' USS FRANKLIN D. ROCGSEVELT (CVB-42),
anchored off Vieques Island; Operation
PORTREX concluded.

12 March 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN based aboard
USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVB-42),
underway for Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

1, March 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN based aboard
USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVB-42),
arrived at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

17 March 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN based aboard
USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVB-42),
participated in a simulated strike on
Dutch Task Fleet; carrier operating off
Guantanamo Bay for exercises.

18 March 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN based aboard
USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVB-42),
departed Guantanamo Bay for NOB Norfolk,
Virginia.

20 March 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN based aboard
USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVB-42},
flew sixteen planes to NAS Jacksonville,
Florida.

22 March 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN based aboard
USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVB-42),
arrived at NOB Norfolk, Virginia.

23 March 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN departed NOB
Norfolk, Virginia for NAS Jacksonville,
Florida; temporarily shore based at NAS
Jacksonville, Florida.

Gesac
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7 June 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN flew seven
planes to USS WRIGHT (CVL-49) to carrier
qualify and return.

9 June 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN launched eight
planes for a simulated strike on USS
WRIGHT (CVI-49).

10 June 1950 FPighter Squadron FOURTEEN held change of
command ceremonies; Lieutenant Commander
Robert C. Coats USN, of Delhi, Louisiana
relieved LieuUtenant Commander Louis E.
Burke USN, of Buffelo, New York as
commanding officer.

30 June 1950 Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN temporarily
shore based at NAS Jacksonville, Florida:
Commanding Officer: Lieutenant Commander
Robert C. Coats USN, of Delhi, Loulsiana.
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET

AIR FORCE
FIGHTER SQUADRON FOURTEEN

CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE

NEW YORK, NEW YORK VF-14/WEC:ar
A9-3
Ser: 02

F EB 2 s
From: Commanding Officer
Tos Chief of Neval Operations, Aviation'Historical Unit, Op~51 9B
Subj: Semi~-znnual Historical Report, submission of

Ref: (a) Aviztion C/L 18-49

Bnel: (1) VF-14 Historical Outline for periocd 1 July 1950 through
3l December 1950

1. ZEnclosure (1) is herewith submitted in compliance with reference (a).

) o
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Figenl 1951 opened with Fighter S-nziren FOURTEER tempérarily shore based
at WAS Jacksonville, Florida, The Comranding Officer was Lieutenznt Commander
" Kotert C. Coats, USHW of Delhi, Louisiana. The Executivé Officei ﬁas Lieuntenzut
Commanier Clifford A. McDougal, USK of Newmen, Celifornia. At that time, the
sguadron had ¢n board thirty officers'(iﬁcluding twenty trznsitional pilotS),
one hun&fed seventeen men, with eightegg F4lu5Vs 2nd one SKNB-5,

From first July until second October, Fighting FOURTEELN was in the process
of indoctrinating pilots fresh from the Treining Commend in Fleet operations,
readying them for a nerzanent scuadron. They were given an intensive syllabus
in runnery, rockets, bombing, instrum-~nts, owd aight flying. On secomd October,
hawever; the squadron ence again revarted hack to its former status zs a Fleet
operating squadren end was placed in Phase 11 éf the trzining cycle.

Yost of July was Speﬁﬁ-readying our recently acquired F4U-5's for trznsfer
to another squadron. We were to receive the older F4U-4!s in their place.
However, When epproximately one-third of our plahes had been transferred, the
eguadron learned thet the bransfer hsd been cancelled, and once agailn we had
our F4U-5's,

The latter part of the ﬁontb wag spent latgely on fieléd carrier lending
practice and the second week in August; carrier‘qualificaticns on the U.3,.3.
CAROT (CVL-28). After eleven permanent officers and Tive trensitional pilobs

hed quelified, the squadron conducted strike and CAF operations with the ship.
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Turing the six month pericd, Fighting FUURTEEN was forced o evacuate its

planes three times due to hurricanes., On the seventeenth of August, the trip
was made to Birminghem, Alebams. Then, on the fourth of September, anether
Plow forced the squedron to Miami, Florida for refuge, Finally, on the
twentieth of October, all flyable planes‘were flown tb Atlentea, Georgia to
nest, while the storm wresked havoc very close to Jacksonville,

. .-

On the twenty-ninth of September, Fighter Squadron FOURTBEN was the target
of en Administrative Inspection oy ComFAirJax and Fighter Squedron FORTY-TOUR.
All‘departments cere through with flying colors with an overall greade of
SXCELLEXT,

By the end of Septerber, the officer complement was down to that of the
eguadron's permanent stétus, twenty-five, However, before the end of the year,
three of these pilots were also trensferréd aﬁd three more arrived to reglace
them, Department Hepds were chenged around due t§ this, end by the end of the
vear, things were once agein running smeothly,

After the final hurricane evacuation in October, all pilots concentrated
on bringing thelr rocket and bombing scores to near perfection. Then, on the
second of Noverber, the gquadron participated in Alr Force, Atlantic Fleet
competition (Rockets and Bombs). The Top Eatters ééme through once aogain in
a blaze of glory,'scoring Excellent for sguadron average in both weszpons,
Seven pilots quelified for individuel B's (See Appendix I).

Early in November, the squadron had its first mejor sccident of the fiscal
yeer. Insign J. B. Morin, USE made a normal approach and roll out at LS

' Jecksonville whan an F6F, which had landed ahead of him, slowed down on the

ronway ard cut across directly ir the path of Morin's T4U-5., The plenes
o -
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‘coiliéed, aﬁd, even though tle F6F received strike damagéégé%gtgéfﬁéé;5?
 damage, both pilets esca@ed»uninjured.

'Again, on the twelfth of Decembver, the Top Hafters bhad a major accident.
 En§i§n R, 8. Kapp, USN ran off the runvay during take-off at NAS, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba. Ensign‘Kapp was uneble t¢ meintain directional control and nosad
up‘ﬁhe TURWAY . The drop £ankvigni€ed, rgpdgrdng‘the‘plane & total lbsé.
Ensign Kapp escaped with firét andl second degree vurne, |

 Berly in December, Fighting TOURTEEN received word that it woulévﬁe :

assigned to the U.S.S. WRIGHT (CVL-49) in January for a cruise to the |
Mediterraae;n Sea; In'preparétion for this, 21l but a few pildts reéualified
in garrier landings abeard U.5.S. ORISKANY"( CV-34j, the ninth through £he :
ﬁwélfthVOf December. Later in the month, the sqpadron moved all its pilot
" and forty-two of its men to NOB, Norfolk, Virginia,.whe:‘e it loédecl‘ aboaz#d
'”ﬁ;S‘S.’SAiPAN (CVI—43) for a week's training ér@ise. Operating off the coaét
of the Carolinae, the SAIPAN allowed all pilots te make refresher iéﬁdings for‘th
 three deys. Veiy few CaP and strike missionsAwere flbwn, as was originally
kplanned‘ Heturning to NAﬁ Jecksonville on the:twenty—seqond of Decemrber, .
fingi‘prepafaticns wore made for moving the entire Sqﬁadron back to Norfolk
_and the U.5.S. WRIGHT early in Jenuery. |

1950 ended. with,Fighter‘Squédron FOURTEEN all qualified and ready to
leave for the three month's cruise. It had é complement of twenty-seven offiCeré,_

one hunired twenty—two men, with eighteen ¥4U-5's, the SNB-5 having been

transferred in November.
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APPENDIX I

_ Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN participated in Air Force, Atlantic
Fleet competition (rockets, bombs) 2 November 1950. The following
pilets qualified for individual E's: -

Lieutenant Dele W, Fisher, USN ., "Rockets (4 'Bullseyes for 4 rockets)

Lieutengnt junior grade Bmmet (n) Brown, USFR = Rockets

Ensign Rednolph (n) Moore, USX Bombs

Ensign Donsld M, Hegrat, USKR Bombs
"Ensivgn.charles P, lioore, USIIP.. © .. Bombs

Ensign Berkeley W, Hall, USN - -Rockets and Zombs

Fneign Richerd S. Kepp, USK Rockets
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HISTORICAL REPORT

Fighter Squadren FOURTEEN was commissioned as Bomblng Squadren FOUR
on 12 May 1945. The squadron was redésignated Attack Squadron ONE ABLE
- on 15 NeVember 1948, Attack Squadron FOURTEZEN on 2 August 1948 and en
18 December 1949, Flgnter Squadron FOURTEEN, The Commandlns Ufficer
ﬂince the date of commlss1en1ng are as fellows.

12 May 1945 - 6 June 1945 ©  LIJG Duncen H. NeCauley, USMR
e S *  Hometown - Sausalito, California

6 June 1945 — 18 July 1947  LDR Harold W. Calhoun, USN
R ' ' Hometown - Niagara Falls, New Taerk

18 July 1947 — 24 June 1948  LCDR John K. Clifford, USK
‘ : ' Hometown w;Tacoma, Washingten

24 Jupe 1948 - 27 July 1948 LCUR James W. Wyrick, USN
: Hemetown -~ Vallejo, Califernia

27 July 1948 - 10 Jugie 1950 LCDR Louis E. Burke,Jr., USN
' ’ o o ‘Hometewn ~ Buffaloe, New Tork

10 June 1950  ICDR Rebert C, Coats, USH
. . Hometown - Delhi, Louisizna

~1 July 1950 Pighter Squadron FOURTIEEN temperarily shore
L . besed at NAS Jacksonville, Flerida.
-Cemmanding Officer: Lieutenant Commander
Rebert €. Ceats, USN of Delhl, Loulsiana.

v12 August 1950 ~ ‘ Fighter Bqnadren‘FOURTEEN conducteé carrier

16 August 1350 qualifications eboard U.S.S. CABOT (CVL-28).
17 August 1980 Flew thirteen FéU—R's'and one SNB-5 to

Birmingham, Alabema on Hurricane Fly Away,
returned 19 August 1950.

4 September 19850 Flew thirteen F4U~5's to Mlami Florids on

Hurricane Fly Awey; returred 7 September 1950.
29 Sﬁpuembe* 1980 Admini Sfrutlve Inépectlen of Fighter Sguadron
o TOURTEEN by ComFAirdax end Fighter bqpaarOn
FORTY FOWR.
20 October 1950 Flew ten FAU-5's and ene SNB-5 to Atlanta,

‘Georgia on Hurricane Fly Away; returned
23 October 1950.
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2 Hovember 1950

1 December 1250

9 December 1950 ~
: 12 Dacermber 1950

15 December 1950

18 December 1950

25 December 1950

2% December 1950

Pighter Squadron FOURTEEN partlcvnated in
Air Forece, Atlantic Fleet competition
(Rockets, Bombs).

Lieutenant Cozmander Felix B. Crsddock,
USNR, of Ven, Texas relieved Lleutenant
Commaa&er Cllfford A, McDougal, USY as

‘Executive Officer.

Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN conducted carrier
qualificatiens aboard U.S.S, ORISKANY (cv-3A)

.Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN flew eighteen
. F4U-5's to MAS, Forfolk, Virzinia; transported

forty-twe men via government air and four
officers via private automobile to Noriolk.
Loaded fourteen planes aboard U.L.5. SAIPAN

- (CVL~43), moored at NOE, W@rfolk Virginia.

' Fighter Squairon FOURTSEN, tbased abaard U.5.8.

SAIPAN (CVL-48), departeu,Norfolk for operaticns.

, Fighter Squadren FOURTEEN, based gboard U.S5.S.

SATPAN (CVL-48), arrived at Norfolk; flew
seventeen FAU-5's 4o NAS, Jacksonville,
Florida. Forty-twe men transported to HAS,
Jacksonville via govermment air.

TFighter. S&u9dron FOURTEEN tempo“arlly »hore
based =zt NAS Jacksonville, Florida.




