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B aboard FORRESTAL

‘Command History Revort

1. Chronology of events

1 JAM 67 to 23 JAN 67: Based ashore at NAS Oceana, Va., conducting
normal training exercisas. Assigned to Carrier Air VWing SEVENTEEN. The
fortleth annlversary reunion of Lh° "Red Rippers" held on 21 JAN 67.

24 JAN 67 to 26 JAN 67-» Cn board USS FORRSSTAL (CVA—59) conducting
carrier qualifications. Received "dell Done" from FCR2ESTAL Commanding
Officer, Captain BELIMNG, for the professional performance of the main-
tenance personnel and 60 landings logged by sguadron aircrews.

. 727 JAN 67 to' )l MAR 67 Based ashore at NAS Oceana,.Va., conducting
~normal training exercise. Preparations in progress for deployment on
board USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59) to Caribbean Cperating Area. First group
of planes sent to NAS Norfolk for extensive modlflcatlon in preparatlon
for SEASIA dﬂoloyment. :

2 MAR 67 to 26 MAR 67: On board USS FOR2ESTAL (CVA-59) operating
in the Caribbean. Exten51ve a1r-to-alr and ground tralnlrg accomnllshed.

27 MAR 67 to 12 APR 67—-Ehsed asho*e at NAS Ocaana, Vaas conduc»lng
- normal training exercises and preparlng for second Carlbnean deoloyment

;;% 13 ADR 67 to 5 MAY 67s- On,board USS FORRESTAL (cva-59) in the -
Caribbean part101pat1ng in the:joint exesrcise. "Clovehitch". “Red Rlpper" ne
,fllght:crew ma{es 26,000th catapult.launch fron-EORR:STAL. s

-6 MAY 67 to 5 JU“ 67- Final prenaratlons for'6 JUN deplcymont to
S:ASIA- All planes complete Shonhorn modlflcatlon at NAS Vo*folk.

' ‘6 JUN 67 to 16 JUN 67s On board Uss FORQESTAL (CVA-59) enroute e
WESTPAC for SEASIA deployment. . Comnleted Ope*atlonal Readlness Insnectlon'
with FCQ?ESTAL and Alt‘Wlng SEVFNTE-N. LT .

A7 JuM 67 to 18 JUL 67- Enroute JESTPAC- Extensive ground tralnlng
and 1ntelllgencn brlefwngs for Yankee Statlon Ooeratlons. : g

19 JUL 67 to 24 JUL 67- Arrzved at Cubi P01nt, R.P. Aircrews attend
*jungle survival school and receive final briefing for combat cperations. - °

25 JUL 67 to 28 JUL 67: On board USS FOR2ESTAL (CVA-59) participating
in comkbat operations over North Vietnam with other squadrons of Air ‘ing
SEVENTEEN. Squadron flew 67 combat sorties for 112 rllgnL hours,
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29 JUL 67 to 31 JUL &7:

" Disaster aboard FO‘“

ESTAL; V_'—-il Josses

heavy. Squ.,.c.ron persomnel distinguishasd th emselves in efforts to
save shigmates and fizht fires,

=3

13 AEb? to 1l SIP 67:

DAVISON becomes u:acm:.x.ve OJ.f lcer.

operation's .

15 3P 67 to 1 ocr 67

2 ocr 67 to 23 ch 67

" ing normal training exercisss.

ev. bo::lo:.n* denlo yment in

24 D._C 6? to 31 Jiw 68

-In port at Cubi Point, R. P., effecting

re turning CUI.Db.

’f:hroute Co: JUS aboard FORATSTAL, Comma.ader
CLARS rslieves Commander DEIRRICK as Commanding Qfficer.

, uased ashore at
-pe-ﬂ od m Sbaﬂd dom J.Ol_.O:T"l‘T cru__se. o

oed a.s"xo;e at BLS Oceana., Va., conduct~-
Preparations made for NAAS Fallon,

JAN 8.

~Training

Cormander
g commences for future

NAS Oceana, Va,; leave .

ChrlsLmas leave per:.od. i
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- Command History Report

2. . Basie narrative

Commiésioned 1 FeB 1927; the Red Rippers have had several desig-
nations,’but remain the ovldest continually active fighter squadron
invthe»Navy. The'insignia,is composed of a boar‘s head from the
Goraon’Gin label with a-string of bologna beneath if. A blue shield
emblazoned with a red lightning be@t bracketed by two red balls .
comprisee the remainder‘of the insignia. The‘insignia is‘probably :

‘beSt explaihed,bf therfollowing‘excerpt written many years ago by |
.one of the original members, | o

ﬁThe boar'slhead is-taken directly from the ene thatAgraces fhe
label of the Gordon s G1n bottle.: ‘The scroll effect under the head’
is a strlng of llnk sausage, a good 11ne of bologna whlch all nembers

B of the squadron were to be adept at shootreg ; The balls on the '
shleld might be- called balls ot - f_re~ acLually, they were~sunnosed
to typlxy good, strong mascullnlty. The bolt of llghtnlng was the o
ber sinister of bastardy. The wnole theme was worked into a sort of

‘ toast or creed wluh.dhlch the squadron s ﬁembers were to begln and
end all good drlnklng bouts. I can't remember all of the toast,
but it was sdmething to the'éffeét that,ﬂ‘Here‘s te us, the Red
'Rlooers - = a goddamn bunch of gin drlnklng, ‘bologna sllnglng,
two balled, he-man bastards' wo |

" Following the'very successful bombing deployment to Yuma in Dec~

ember 1966, the Red Rippers returned to home baee at MNAS Oeeana, Vae., and
enjoyed the well earned Christmas and New Years Holiday vecatibn.<

January 1957 was a busy month which combined the ever increasing
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tempo of training Operatibns for the SZASIA deployment with the
hectic but enjoyable preparations for the fortieth anniversary of

the Red Ripperse The 21st of January saw the arrival of six flag

offi cers, 1nclud1n3 VADM C.T. BCOTH, COMMAVAIRLANT, and six Captains,-

all pastlsklppers.of the Red Rippers. These gentlemen were among
the over fifty'Red Rippe# Alumni who were in attendence with their
ladies. The activities of the day included an open house which
contrasted a.completely restored FF1 of 1933, an F6F‘Hellcat of ¥MIT
fame and our present F4B Phanuon II. The highlight of the day

was a flight demonstration by these planes which not orly swanned

34 years of aviation history but also a largé.segment of Red Ripper

- history.-

A flne.afternoon was: followed by a festlve receptlon at the o

“club, aurlng whlch our tradltlonal toast was made by the Red Rlpoers
to a future, hopelully, as brlght as our already colorful paste.

It was a ulme when both old and neys members of the squadron could -

exchange exnerlences and learn what the 501r1t 15, that not only :
madey but also continues Lhe uradltlon of the Red Rlppers. .

The rewalnder of Jénuary saw tho squad*on ureoarlng for their

flrst tr1p to the USS tOQRESTA~ (CVA-59) in whlch the Red Rlooels _‘:
A would ceploy to SEASIA. The squadron s flrst cruise aboard resulted

in 60 land1rgs and a "Well Done" for the maintenance departmant fron B

Captain J.K. BCLING, FORRESTAL Commanding Of-lcar.

The squadron resumed its busy training schedule at Oceana in
late January, and also sent its first greug of planes to MAS Norfolk

for a major modification prior to the SEASIA deployment.
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The.latter part of February was devoted to preoaring for the

first of séyefal "short deployments" to the Atlantlc Fleet deaoons

Range as a part of the Air Wing SEVENTESN and FORRESTAL team.

During the crﬁiée thg'Red:Ripﬁers participated in numerous air wing/
ship.training evold{ions and engaged in extensive air-to-zir and air-
to-ground training.

The Red Rippers returned in late March for a short rest,vbut were
soon oéerating at‘a fast pﬁce to prepare for thévsecond.trip to the
Caribbeén'aboardrPORRESTAL.' Mid—April saw‘thé squadron again depioyed
as part of Air Wing SEVENTEEN aboard FCRRESTAL. By this time it vas
apparent that the squadron, air w1ng, and ship were fast becomlng a
tlghtly knit flgntlng unlt.. That thls was fact was evidenced in the
success of numerous sh1p and air wing coordlnaued strikes on Atlant1c
Fleet Wéapons Qange targets._ Slmu1taneously, the rOR?ESTAL/Alr Wlng A

SEV"NTtEN team was also suorortlng and oart1c1oat1ng in the 301nt

‘service exercise Oberatlon Clovehitch. The hxgh readiness 1evel:of'-:

the squadron was aooarnnt when the squadron lOgged some 229 day and
82 night landlngs and 528 fllght hours. In addltlon, a Red Rlpoer

crew logged Lne 26 OOOth "Cat Shot" from FOu“ESTAL.

The Qed Rloners T'e‘curned to Oceana 1n mld-May and comnletnd :blf‘

final orepa*atlons for the SEASIA deoloynent. June 6th the Red RlOpers

bid farewell to loved ones and set out to continue a tradition that

has seen the squadron participating in every theatre of war since
its birth in 1927,
The first stop of the long journey was to the Atlantic Fleet

Yleagons Range for operational readiness inspections The Qed Rippers
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passed their final test with flying éolors és members o;vthe FORRES TAL/
Air Vling SEVENTEZEN team. FORRESTAL resumed her journey by mid-June
/ith tbe>excitemen£ of the}trip'enhanced even further by thoughts
of'Riovde Janeiro, our first port-of-call. 'Tﬁe'Red Rippers, always
thlﬂklﬁg ahead, waited in rapt anticipation for Rio. Certaiﬁ officers,
with an extra measurs of foresight, had written ahead o énsure a
proper reception; As the ship'approaC5ed zero degrees latitude, the
Red Rippers could boast Having-only S5 worthy shellbacks and haa'td
admit to beiné manned by some 29Q Pollywogs. This rueful sitﬁation
wés soOn.corrected as the ship entered the realm of Neptunis Réx. |
Finally, Rio and all that the mysthue that famous city implizase
Pleasantly fatigued after three wonderful days, the Red Rippers were
on.tﬁeir way again. | | | B .
The ORI conolete, the fun of shellback 1n1t1at10ns; a meﬁé?y and
the dellghts of Rio put away for recall on ‘a quiet nlght at sea, :
the Red Rippers devoted long days to tho bu51ness at hand, North -
Vietnam. ‘ ) |
In earl? JulvabRSESTAi érrived af Subic Bay, R.P.' The feﬁ:ﬂéys
in port were devoted to juhgle survival school and final bfiefinés on
Yankee St atlon Operatlons. Séﬁadrbn air&réws'were eaéh flying“tﬁq“‘P
missions per déyvand were beiﬁg-kept in the air by a well-tuned and
skillful maintenance departméht. ‘The initial four days on Yankee
Station saﬁ the squadron keeping well ahead of the ever incfeaéing
tempo of operations. The FORRESTAL/Air Wing SEVENTEEJ:team vas per-
forming as the well-trained fighting unit it, in fact, now was.

Each day, as experience.increased, the strikes drew c1oser to
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the heartland of North
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etnam. Than disaster. 29‘Juiy was a bright, -
sunny days; the morning's second strike was feady to be launched. In>
two minutes, from an undatermined cause, all the stfike planes‘were :
transformed from a ready-to=be~launched étrike group into a roaring,'
exploding holocaust. The toll was heavy; The ship lost 134 meh and..
among thosey, the Red Rippers counted 47 ofvfheir owne. In adﬁition to
those killed, hundreds more were seriously injured and half oftfhe-air
.wing's planes were lost., The ship suffered cfippling damage that preQ
vented her from continuing operations. |

The men of éOR.E STAL and Air ¥ling SEVENTEEN distinguished then—
.selves during tnose traglc hours with acts of oravery and self-sacrl-

fice.. Pendwng now are twenty awards for men of the Red Q1poers, some

’still with us, others a proud memnorYe

The.FORRESIAL and Air Wing SEVERTEEN effe cted emergenc? repdirs -

O

in Cubi Point and set out on the long vbyagévhome.' As the shockband
. Tatigue wore off, the Red Rippers"’ traditiohél spirit soon stérfed
| thoughts and plans for the fu ture.
On the final leg home Conmand-- J S. CLARE relieved Conmander
A.C. DERRICK and became the fortieth Commanding Officer of the Red ”;
Rippers. AR
Home at last on 14 September 19567, FORRESTAL arrived~in.Nbffolk;
Thé velcome was unsurpass2de »The squadron wives Secérafed an édjdining
shin with a huge bénner reélete vtith the squadron insignia and 3.
vielcome home messagee |

After a short stand down and leave pariod, the Red Rippers

received new airplanes, actually vintage models, but the squadron was
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back in the air and more determinéd than ever to turn adwersitQ into
‘bromise.

ring the Autumn months at Oceana, the squadron, already a well-
trained unit,‘reéainéd intact and continued sharpening old ski%ls; 
Through the earl? winfer_the Red Rippers planned aﬁéther bombing
deployment, this time to NAAS Fallon, Nevada. Hopefully it will be
an even more fruitful boﬁbiﬁg_deéloymant than last yéars trip to YumAQ

and start the coming year on a successful note,

-
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