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Cox.and History 3e3or t  

1. Chronoloqy of events  

1 321 57 t o  23 JAN 67: aased ashore a t  b&S Oceana, Va,, conducting 
normal t r a i n i n g  e x e r c i s ? ~ .  Assigned t o  C a r r i e r  A i r  l'ling SEEIITEZN, The 

. f o r t i e t h  anniversary  reunj.cn of t h e  "Red Rippers" held on 21 J.M! 67, 

24 JAN. 67 to 26 JAZ! 67: - Cn board USS FOXFESTAL (cVA-59) conducting 
c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  Eeceived "'$ell Done" from FCK2EST.U. Cornanding 
Officer, Captain BEL,IL'.IG, f o r  tine profess ional  perfomance of t h e  main- 
tenance personnel  and 60 landings logged by squadron aircrews. 

27 JAN 67 t o  I hIAR 67r Based ashore a t  NAS Oceana, Va., conducting 
normal t r a i n i n g  exercise. Prepara t ions  i n  progress for depioyrsent on 
board USS FO3ESTAL (CVA-59) t o  Caribbean Cperating Area. First group 
of p lanes  sent t o  U S  Norfolk f o r  extens ive  modificat ion i n  p r e p a r ~ t i o n  
f o r  SEASIA deployment, 

2 h!!L? 6 7  to 26 J1IA9 67: On board USS FCR?CSTAL c ~ ~ ~ - 5 9 )  opera t ing 
i n  the Caribbean,,  Extensive a i r - to -a i r  and ground t r a i n i ~ g  accom~lished.  

- - 
27 LIAR 67  to 12 APR 67r Based ashore a t  M S  Oceana, \la., c o n d ~ c t i n g  

normal t r a i n i n g  exerc i ses  and preparing for second Caribbean deployment 
aboard FORmAL.. . . - .  . - 
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-: . -.-- - : - .-. - :- - - -.. - -- 5.. . - - ., 4 v-$ :715 . . , - = _  . .  * -..* % - *.a . ,-- -> ... - - 13 A X  67 to 5 FEI\Y 67: On board USS FQ%?EsT~ '(cvA-59) i n  the - - 
~ a r i b b e a n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the j o i n t  exercise " C l o ~ e h i t c h ' ~ ,  "Red Ripperu ' . - 
flight: crew makes 26,000tk- cztapuf t- launch Ifram -FaPESFAL, I 

' 

6 67  to 5 JU?I 67: Final prepara t ions  f o r  6 JUN deployment t o  
SEASTA, A l l  p lanes  complete Shoehorn modificat ion a t  NAS Norfolk, 

6 .JUN 67 t o  16 JUN 67: & board US1 FORXSTAL ( ~ 1 1 ~ - 5 9 )  enroute 
YESTPAC for SEASIA deployment. Completed Operat ional  Readiness Inspect ion 
wi th  FCRSESTAL and A i r  Wing SEVENTEEN. - 

17 JUM 6 7  to 18 SUL 67: -&route ?E.SPAC, Extensive ground t r a i n i n g  
and i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f i n g s  for Yankee S t a t i o n  Cperations, 

4 

19 JUL 67 t o  24 JliL 67: Arrived a t  Cubi Point ,  R.P. Aircrev1s a t t e n d  
jungle  s u r v i v a l  school and receive fi,ml b r i e f i n g  f o r  cornbat cperz t ions ,  

25 67 to 28 JTUL 67: On board USS FOII2EST.9L (CVA-59) p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  combat opera t ions  over North ?lietrrarn with o t h e r  squadrans of A i r  :'ling 
SEEhrIFEN. Squadron f l e w  67 combat s o r t i e s  f o r  112 f l i g h t  hours. 
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29 Ti. 67 to 31 JUT 67: ' Disaster aboard FO?JBT,AL; TE-11 losses 
hexvy, iSpzG1-on p e r s o r ~ e l  distingdshsi themselves in efforts to - c 

save slhipates ar,d fight fires, . - 
1 -4ZZ- 67 %o 12 LE- 67: In por t  at Cu'si T o h t ,  Z. '., eT;r'octing .-- * 

encrgerlcg re2airs prior  to returnirlg CZTJS. 
. A -:A* 

13 AX- 67 1%- SZ? 67: -;;-hroste CO1iES aboard W7-aTi1L, Co-der -%. 
C U i . 3  rs';sves Ca-er DYTLCX as C 0 m 2 d i n g  QTTicsr.  Qrt~ander 
D.iiG&' becomes -mcuL&ve aff icer, , , Trainirg comences for r"u-L.ze . .. 

-<- y 

operatiocs, 



2- Basic mrrative 

~ m m i s s l o n e d  1 E33 1927, t ho  Red Zippers have had several  dasig- 

nations, b u t  remain t h o  o l d e s t  con t inua l ly  a c t i v e  f i g h t e r  squadron 

i n  the Navy. The i n s i g n i a  i s  c o ~ o s e d  of a boar ' s  head from t h e  

Gordon Gin l a b e l  wi th  a s t r i n g  of bologna beneath it. A blue  s h i e l d  

emblazoned n i t h  a r ed  l i g h t n i n g  b o l t  bracketed by two red b a l l s  - 

comprises t h e  remainder of t h e  ins ignia .  The ins ign ia  i s  probably 

best explained by t h e  following excerpt  w r i t t e n  &ny years  ago by 

one of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  members. 

"The boar ' s  head i s  taken d i r e c t l y  from t h e  one t h a t  graces t h e  

label of t h e  Gordon's Gin b o t t l e .  The s c r o l l  e f f e c t  u ~ d e r  the head '  

5s a s t r ing of l i n k  sausage, a good <line of bologna which a l l  nembers 

of t h e  ,squadron ;ere t o  be adept a t  lshootingl.  The b a l l s  on t h e  

s h i e l d  might be c a l l e d  b a l l s  or" fire; actual ly ,  they viere supposed 

. t o  typify good, s t rong .masculinity. The bolt of l igh tn ing  was the 
. . 

bar s i n i s t e r  of bastardy. The whole theme was tvorked i n t o  a s o r t  of 

t o a s t  o r  creed w i t h  which t h e  squadron's members were t o  begin and 

end a l l  good drinking bouts. I can ' t  remember a l l  of the t o a s t ,  

bu t  it was something t o  t h e  e f f e d  t h a t ,  .lFierets t o  us, the Red .. 
* 

Rippers - - a goddamn bunch of g i n  drinking,  bo1ogna s l inging,  

two ba l l ed ,  he-nan bastards'." 

F o l l o ~ ~ ~ n g  t h e  very successful  barbing deployment t o  Yuna i n  Dec- 

erber 1966, t h e  Red R i p p ~ r s  re turned t o  home base a t  U S  Oceana, Va., and 

e n  joyed t h e  l:!ell earned Christmas and Ee;v Years Holiday vacation,  

January 1957 was a busy r n ~ n t h  winlch conbined 3-12 ever i n c r e a s i n g  . 

. . 
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tempo of t r a i n i n g  o p l r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  SEASIA deployrr.ent with t h e  

h e c t i c  but enjoyable prepara t ions  f o r  t h e  f o r t i e t h  anniversary of 

t h e  3ed Kippers. The 21s t  of January saw t h e  a r r i v a l  of s i x  f l a g  . 
o ~ ~ -  I i c e r s ,  inc lud ins  VADM C,T, BWTH, CO:.l:.iA\fAI3LAT~IT, and six Captains, 

a l l  p a s t  skippers of t h e  Red Rippers. These gentlemen were anang 

t h e  over fifty Red Ripper Alumni who viere i n  at tendence :.lit'n t h e i r  

lad ies .  The a c t i v i t i e s  of tine day included an  open house which 

con t ras ted  a completely restorec! FF1 of 1933, an F6F H e l l c a t  of I'f:iII' 

fame and our  p r e s e n t  F4I3 Phantom 11. The h igh l igh t  of t h e  day 

was a f l i g h t  demonstration by t h e s e  p lanes  which no t  orly spanned 

34 y e a r s  of a v i a t i o n  h i s t o r y  but a l s o ' a  l a r g e  seqnent of Red Ripper 

h i  s tory.  

A f i n e  af ternoon was followed by a f e s t i v e  recept ion a t  t h e  

club, during which our  t r a d i t i o n a l  t o a s t  was made by t h e  Bed aippers- 

t o  a fu tu re ,  hopefully, as  bright a s  o u r  already c o l o r f u l  past. 
- 

It a t i m e  when both o l d  and new menbers of t h e  squadron could 

exchange experiences and l e a r n  cvhat t h e  s p i r i t  is, t h a t  not  only 

made* but  a l s o  continues 'he t r a d i t i o n  of the Red Rippers, 

The renainder  of January saw t h e  squadron preparing f o r  t h e i r  
. - - . . .  ~ - - -  - -  . - ----. 

f i r s t  t r i p  t o  the USS FOFRESTAL (WA-59) i n  which t h e  Red Rippers = 
would deploy t o  SEASIA. The squadron's f i r s t  c r u i s e  aboard resulted 

i n  60 landings  and a "Well Done" f o r  t h e  maintenance depzrtment from 

Captain J.K. 3ELIPiG, FOXESTAL Cormanding Officer .  

The squadron resurced i t s  busy t r a i n i n g  schedule a t  Oceana i n  

l a t e  January,  and a l s o  sen t  i t s  f i r s t  q r o q  of p lanes  t o  PYAS l o r f o l k  

fo r  a rra j o r  n o d i f i c a t i o n  p r i o r  to t h e  S54SIA deploynent, 

-- - - -. . - . - - . - - - -- - -- - 
- - - 

- -. - -- . -. - . . -- - --- 
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The latter p a r t  of February was devoted t o  preparing fo r  the  

f i r s t  of seye-a1 "shor t  deploymentsn t o  t he  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  :'leapons 

Range a s  a p a r t  of the A i r  Wing SEVZFTi51V' and FO23ESTAL team. 

During t h e  cruzse t he  Zed Eiippers p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  nmsrous  a i r  wring/ 
' 

sh ip  t r a i n i n g  evo lu t ions  and engaged i n  extens ive  a i r - to-a i r  and air- 

to-ground t r a i n i n g ,  

The Red Rippers r e tu rned  i n  l a t e  hiarch f o r  a s h o r t  r e s t ,  but were 

soon opera t ing  a t  a f a s t  pace t o  prepare  for t h e  second trip t a  the 

Caribbean aboard FOR3ESTAL. &!id-April saw t h e  squadron again deploy2d 

a s  p a r t  of Air fling SEVEFEEN aboard FCRAESTAL. By t h i s  time it was 

apparent t h a t  t h e  squadron, a i r  wing, and s h i p  were f a s t  becoming a 

t i g h t l y  k n i t  f i g h t i n g  un i t ,  Tha t  this l:ms f a c t  vns evidenced i n  the  

success of numerous ship and a i r  wing coordinated strikes on Atlantic 

Fleet  %capons Range t a rge t s .  Simultaneously, the F O ~ - E S T A L / B ~ ~  Wing 

1 SEVENIFEN team was a l so  support ing and p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t he  j o i n t  
- 

I 
s e r v i c e  exercise Operation Clovehitch. The high read iness  level of 

t h e  squadron was apparent when the squadron logged some 229 day and 

82 night l and ings  and 528 f l i g h t  hours, I n  addi t ion ,  a Red Ripper . 

crew logged Yne 26,000th "Cat Shot" from FO?2SSTAL. 
. -. -. A- - - 

The 8ed Rippers  r e tu rned  t o  &eana i n  mid-Iky and completed 3 

f i n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  the SE4SIA deploymnt.  June 6 t h  t h e  Red Bippers 

b i d  fa rewel l  t o  loved ones and s e t  o u t  t o  continu6 a t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  

has  seen the scpadron p a r t i c i p 2 t i n g  i n  eve ry  theatre of war since 

i t s  b i r t h  i n  1927. 

Tie f i r s t  s t o p  of the  l o n g  journey :/as t o  t h e  . l t l z n t i c  F l e e t  

. . Yleapoas 2anzje f o r  o?era.t ional reasifiess i ~ s p e c t i o n .  Tie Fled Ripper s  



passed t h e i r  f i n a l  t e s t  vrith f l y i n g  colors  as  rriec-Aers of  thn FCI~?ZST~U,/ 

Air Ying SE\IZ?JEZN tean. F02;>,ESil%L resilned he r  journey by mid-June 

with the excitement of t h e  t r i p  enhanced evsn f u r t h z r  by t3oughts 
4 

of Rio de Jane i ro ,  our  first port-of-call .  The Red fi ippers,  always 

t h ink ixg  ahead, waited i n  r a p t  a n t i c i p a t i o n  f o r  Bio, Certain off icers ,  

w i t h  an extra neasure of f o r e s i g h t ,  had m i t t e n  ahead t o  ensure  a 

proper reception. As t h e  ship  approached zero degrees l a t i t u d e ,  the 

Red Rippers could b o a s t  having only  5 xorthy shel lbacks  and had t o  

adi i i t  t o  being manned by some 290 Pollytrogs. This  r u e f u l  s i t u a t i o n  

t n s  soon cor rec ted  a s  t h e  ship en te red  the realm of Meptunis Rex. 

Fina l ly ,  Rio and a l l  t h a t  the mystique t h a t  famous city inplies. 

P l e a s a n t l y  fatigued a f t e r  t h r e e  wonderful days, t h e  Red Rippers vrere 

. on their way again. 

The 031 complete, t h e  fun of shel lback i n i t i a t i o n s ,  a memory and 

tile d e l i g h t s  of Rio put away for  r eca l l  on a quiet n i g h t  a t  sea, .. 

t h e  Red F l i ~ p e r s  devoted long days t o  the  bus iness  a t  hand, FIorth 

V i  e-tnam, 

I n  early July FCIR3EST.4.L a r r i v e d  a t  Subic gay, 9.P. The fevr days 

i n  p o r t  were devoted t o  jungle  su-ival school and f i n a l  briefings on 

Yankee S t a t i o n  Operations, Squadron a i rcrews were each f lying two_  

miss ions  p e r  day and were being kep t  i n  t h e  a i r  by a ;yell-b~ned and 

s k i l l f u l  maintenance deparl'ment. Tho i n i t i d  four  days on Yankee 

S t a t i o n  saw t h e  squadron ke5ping we l l  ahead of  t h e  ever inc reas ing  

t e r p o  of opera t ions .  The FC:?XESTAL/A~~ ';'ling SEIJEXiSE?I team =as per.- 

forming a s  the w e l l - t r a i ~ e d  f i g h t i n g  u n i t  it, i n  f a c t ,  noq.-! wss. 

Each dsy,  a s  experience increased,  t h e  s t r i k z s  d r m  c l o s e r  t o  



t h o  heart13n6 of ?lorth ?li%tnmt, Then d i s a s t e r .  29 J u l y  nas a > r i g h t ,  

sunny day; the  morning's second s t r i k e  !:Jas ready t o  be launched. I n  

t t ~ o  n inu tcs ,  f ron an und2tzmined cause, a l l  t h e  s t r i k e  planes were 

t r ans fo rned  f ron  a ready--t~-59-launched strike group i n t o  a roar ing ,  

exploding holocailst. The t o l l  was heavy. The s h i p  l o s t  134 men and 

among those,  t h e  Red Rippers counted 47 of t h e i r  own. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

those  k i l l e d ,  hundreds more aera s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  and ha l f  of t h e  a i r  

wing's p lanes  vrere lost. The s h i a  su f fe red  c r i p p l i n g  damage tinat pre- 

vented h e z  from continuing operat ions.  

Tne men of FO32EST,4L and A i r  Wing SEVC,?<TEZ:I d i s t ingu i shed  t h e w  

selves dur ing those  t r a g i c  hours t.vith a c t s  of bravery  and self-sacri- 

fice. Pending notv a r e  t t ~ e n t y  awards f o r  men of the  Red Rippers; some 
-- - -. 

still with us, o t h e r s  a proud memory, 

The FOR3ESTAL and A i r  ?ling S E V S i 4 E N  e f f e c t e d  emergency repairs 
. 

i n  Cubi P o i n t  and s e t  o u t  on the long voyage home. As t h e  'shock and 

f a t i g u e  uore  o f f ,  t h e  Fled Rippers '  t r a d i t i o n a l  s p l r i t  soon s t a r t e d  

thoughts  and p lans  f o r  the future.  

On t he  f i ~ a l  l eg  home Cormandor J,S, CLASE r e l i eved  Commander 

A.C, DEIIXICK and becaae t h e  f o r t i o t h  Conmanding Ofzicer of  the Red 
C .  

Rippers. 1~ 

Home a t  l a s t  on 13 S e p t e h e r  1957, EOX?SSTXL a r r i v e d  i n  Horfolk. 

The ;.!elcone unsu-rpasssd. The s q ~ a d r o n  v~kves decorated an adjoin ing 

s h i ~  Ll~:lith a banr.31. replete :.lit3 t h e  squadron i n s i g n i a  and a 

!;:el come horie rnessagP- 

A f t e ~  a short s t a n d  do-m and l eave  p?riod,  t h e  Red Ai7pers  

recnit,ed ne!;, a iq , l a f i e s9  a c t u a l l y  v in t391 models, b u t  the  squadron was 

5 Enclosure (2) 



back i n  the air and nore  detelqined than ever t o  turn a d q ~ * + r s i t y  i n t o  

promise. 

During t h e  Autumn months a t  Oceana, the  squadron, a l r e a d y  a n e l l -  

t ra ined unit , ,  remined i n t a c t  and continued sharpening o l d  s k i l l s .  

Through the early winter t h e  Red Rippers planned ano the r  bombing 

deployment, this time t o  bTMS Fallon,  Nevada. Hopeful ly it w i l l  be 

an even more fruitful bombing deploynent t h a n  l a s t  years trip to Ywla, 

and start the coming year on a successful note. 


