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The year 1982 w a s  a transition period for the VF-102 Dianondbacks. Having 
given up our t rusty F-4J PHlWUS i n  June of 1981, the Dimmdbacks were ready 
in  January of 1982 to receive the f i r s t  of the i r  new P 1 4 A  !LUWm. Based 
ashore a t  NAS Oceana during the i n i t i a l  mths of 1982, the Diammdbacks began 
receiving regular deliveries of TOMZATS, building towards the total cunplement 
of twelve. In addition to a new aircraft ,  -102 received a new mission, pho- 
tographic reaannaissance, which was aownplished w i t h  the advent of the ~actical 
A i r  Reoonnaissance Pod System (TAW) . 

The first XMXT was accepted on 18 January 1982 by the Oarmanding Officer, 
Canuander Ibn Schneider, after a test f l ight  by LT Jack Mitcfiard and LT Bob 
Van Wert. 

The M6M Vulcan 2Qrrm Canmn was exercised i n  both air--air and a i r - b  
ground firing. 'Ihis weapon, not carried by the l?HlWNM, is .internal to the 
TIM:AT. 

Marchmarked the f i r s t m i s s i l e  shoots. BothAIW7SP-andAIM-9 
SIDDlINDERS w e r e  fired successfully, a credit to the cunbined maintenance team 
of the AO/lWT shops who quickly mastered the sophisticated f i r e  control and 
weapls systems of the m. 

The f i r s t  of three TMPS pods arrived in  April. Half of the squadron par- 
ticipated in Fleet Fighter ACM Fteadiness Progran (FFARP) training with VF-43 
pit t ing their Air Canbat Manewering s k i l l s  against realistic adversaries. 

MAY 

The D i a m d b a c k s  deployed aboard USS AMERICA (CV-66) for i n i t i a l  Carrier 
Qualification (m) and Refresher Training (REETRA) journeying to the 
~uantanam Bay, Cuba operating area. 

JUNE 

After  a week in port Norfolk, the Dimandbacks again deployed aboard AMERICA 
for ~ y p e  Training (TTT) I and 11. A pleasant portcall was enjoyed in  S t  Thanas, 
Virgin Islands - a welcane rel ief  to .fie rigorous work-up scfiedule. The f i r s t  
AIM-54 phoenix missile f ir ings were mnducted in  June in the m e v e l t  Ro&s 
exercise area. 

By the end of TYT 11, the Diaanandbacks had praved thenselves equal to the 
t a s k  of a short transition to the TUWQ. VF-102 had beoane a leader i n  f l ight  
hours and sorties flown. The aircrews had becune very proficent with the TMPS 
pod earning praise fran RADM Jerry 0 Tuttle, 03CASRU EIGIT, for quality of 
prints  and speed in processing. 

Enclosure (1) 



The second half of D i d b a c k  aircrews participated in FFARP with W 4 3  
during the inport period, The s w a n  was rxw a t  its f u l l  strength of 12 !K3?X'PS 
and 3 TARPS pods, ready for the f ina l  phase of the work-up period, On 23 August, 
the Diancndbacks set sail w i t h  IWZUQI. for the JWIO exercises Northern 
Wedding and United Effort and the Operational Readiness Evaluation (Om) . 

Journeying to the oold waters of the North Sea, AMERICA participated in  
the multi-national NATO exercises Northern Wedding and United Effort. The exer- 
cises put the Dianadbacks to t a s k  i n  maintaining effective Canbat Air Patrol 
(CAI?) far  the batt le  group and exercising the TARPS pod i n  support of anphibious 
landings, Intense Soviet interest  in the exercise resulted in  many intercepts of 
Soviet Bear, Badger and Bisan aircraft.  A port call in  Edinburgh, -and, was 
thoroughly enjoyed by al l  D i m a x b c k s ,  A seocmd port call in portsmuth, England, 
was cut short by a c r i s i s  i n  Lebanon. AMES?ICA was ordered to set sail for the 
Mediterranean Sea to support the USS INDEP- (CV-66) on station off the coast of 
Le-. LT Fbck Daze becanrae the f i r s t  D i m o n d b a c k  TlMCAT centurion, making 
h i s  100th 'EMXT arrested landing on AMERICA. 

While in  the Mediterrean, the Dianaxlbacks participated in  a third NAm 
exercise, Display Determination, working with Greek, French, British, I ta l ian and 
other US units. A s  the crisis in Lebanon subsided, AMERICA was released £ran 
duty and proceeded to the Puerto Rim Operating Area to aonclude its workup 
period with the f ina l  hurdles, TYT I11 and the Operatianal Readiness Evaluation 
(Om). The intensive NATO f l ight  operations paid off as the Dimadbacks took 
the demanding ORE in  str ide,  cutflying every previous record for sorties and 
f l ight  hours flown and receiving a s a x e  of -ING, the highest grade 
attainable, Furthemre,  the T !  wapment of VF-102 received a HIGH 
-ANDING, reflecting s i x  mths of tremendous effort  to make VF-102 the best 
TAFW squadron i n  the Navy. A trikute to this achievement was a request by 
Fighter Wing ONE to d u c t  a TARPS seminar to share VF-102's secrets to sue 
Cess . 

upon return in  the f i r s t  week of Bbmber, the squadron began preparing for a 
change of aannand. On 5 November 1982, Carmander Ron Schneider was relieved by 
Ccmnander W. W. Capeland, Jr., i n  eremonies a t  NAS Oceana. Novenber was a busy 
mcnth with the squadron primarily occupied with preparation for the impending 
s i x  m t h  cruise i n  Decgnber . 

On Decmber 8, the D i a n c d b a c k s  deplqed aboard MEEUCA for a s ix  nmth 
Mediterreanflndian Ocean cruise. Christmas was spent i n  port, Palma 
deWMallorca, a splendid port but not the same as being a t  hcane with one's loved 
OneS. 


