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F l e e t  Composite Squadron SIX 
U. S. Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  
Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  23511 

COFilAND HISTORY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1966 

CHRON OL(X; Y 

15 Feb  Temporary detachment a t  E l i z a b e t h  C i t y ,  N. C. e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a 

permanent detachment and d e s i g n a t e d  Detachment 111. 

22 Apr Awarded " E x c e l l e n t U  i n  ADMAT by COMFAIRNORFOLK. 

25 Apr Conducted t r a i n i n g  of two C h i l e a n  Naval O f f i c e r s  a s  drone 

c o n t r o l l e r s ,  

16 Jun  CDR C. K. O'MEARA, E N ,  r e l i e v e d  CDR H, J, SYLVIA, USN, a s  Command- 

i n g  O f f i c e r ,  F l e e t  Composite Squadron SIX. 

1 4  J u l  Open House h e l d  f o r  dependents.  

25 J u l  Conducted t r a i n i n g  of two Argen t ine  Naval O f f i c e r s  a s  drone 

c o n t r o l l e r s  and f o u r  Argen t ine  GPO's a s  drone maintenance 

t e c h n i c i a n s .  

28 J u l  Commenced t r a i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h  w-56 weapons c a r r i e r  a t  

Detachment Warren Grove. 

1 Aug Detachment I r e d e s i g n a t e d  Detachment Warren Grove. 

Detachment I1 r e d e s i g n a t e d  Detachment Dam Neck. 

Detachment I11 r e d e s i g n a t e d  Detachment E l i z a b e t h  C i t y .  

15 S e p  BULLPUP E x e r c i s e  conducted with V A - 8 5  and VA-65 us ing  FIREFISH 

t a r g e t s .  

27 Oct  Awarded "High E x c e l l e n t "  i n  ADMAT by COMFAIRNORFOLK. ( o v e r - a l l  

94.88%) 

7 Nov Implemented Three  Level Maintenance System (a). 

Enclosure  (1)  



CHRONOLOGY (Con1 2) 

14 Dec Annual A l l  Hands Chr i s tmas  Dinner P a r t y  h e l d  a t  F l e e t  R e c r e a t i o n  

Park,  

21 Dec Held Chr i s tmas  P a r t y  f o r  40 Handicapped c h i l d r e n  of l o c a l  a r e a ,  

NARRATIVE 

F l e e t  Composite Squadron SIX, based a t  t h e  U. S. Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  

N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a ,  p r o v i d e s  a i r ,  l a n d ,  and sea  drone t a r g e t  s e r v i c e s  t o  

s h i p s  and a i r c r a f t  of t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  I t  i s  under t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

and o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of Commander, F l e e t  A i r  Norfolk.  

The squadron,  commanded by Commander C. K. OtMEARA, USN ( s e e  e n c l o s u r e  

(2) f o r  l i s t i n g  of p r e v i o u s  commanding o f f i c e r s )  i s  composed of 20 

o f f i c e r s  and 149 e n l i s t e d  men, e n c l o s u r e s  (3) and ( 4 ) ,  The squadron 

does  n o t  normal ly  deploy a s  a unit, b u t  t h r e e  deploying detachment 

teams, c o n s i s t i n g  of an  o f f i c e r  and n i n e  t o  twelve e n l i s t e d  men w i t h  

t a r g e t s  and a s s o r t e d  ground s u p p o r t  equipment,  deploy i n  s h i p s  and l a n d  

t a r g e t  a r e a s  r e q u e s t i n g  s e r v i c e s .  Enc losures  (5) and (6)  i n d i c a t e  t h e  

deployments made dur ing  1966. 

The squadron a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a  s e r v i c e  t o  t r a i n  f o r e i g n  n a v a l  o f f i c e r s  and 

men i n  maintenance and c o n t r o l l e r  t r a i n i n g  on t h e  MQM-36A T a r g e t  P i l o t l e s s  

A i r c r a f t .  

25 A p r i l  (2) C h i l e a n  O f f i c e r s  MQI-%A C o n t r o l l e r  

25 J u l y  (2) Argent ine  O f f i c e r s  M@l-%A C o n t r o l l e r  

Course of 1 week ( 4 )  Argen t ine  GPOq s 
d u r a t i o n  

MWi-36A Maintenance 

2  Enclosure  ( 1 )  



NARRATIVE (Con* t )  

Addi t iona l ly ,  t h r e e  permanent non-deploying detachments provide spec i a l i zed  

t a r g e t  s e r v i c e s  a t  t he  following loca t ions :  

Detachment Warren Grove, New Je r sey ,  provides moving ground t a r g e t s  

f o r  a i r c r a f t  of the  F l ee t .  The t a r g e t  v e h i c l e s  a r e  guided by remote 

c o n t r o l  on an abandoned runway which i s  u t i l i z e d  a s  an a i r c r a f t  bomb- 

ing range. Enclosure (7). On 2 June NADC Johnsv i l l e  de l ive red  and 

in t roduced  the  NADC developed @-56 Remote Cont ro l led  Land Moving Targe t  

t o  Det Warren Grove, f o r  use a s  a  primary land t a r g e t  vehic le .  

Detachment Dam Neck, l oca t ed  a t  the  F l e e t  Anti-Air Warfare Training 

Center ,  Dam Neck, V i rg in i a  Beach, V i rg in i a  provides a e r i a l  t a r g e t  

s e r v i c e s  f o r  Dam Neck Gunnery School s t u d e n t s ,  and ope ra t iona l  MQA-36A 

t a r g e t  drone t r a i n i n g  f o r  F l e e t  Composite Squadron SIX personnel.  

Enclosure ( 8 ) .  

Detachment El izabe th  C i t y ,  based a t  t he  U. S. Coast Guard A i r  Base, 

E l i zabe th  C i t y ,  North Caro l ina ,  p rovides  remote con t ro l l ed  water  t a r g e t  

s e r v i c e s  i n  Albemarle Sound f o r  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  a i r c r a f t .  Enclosure ( 9 ) .  

During 1966, f o r t y  (40) shipboard deployments were made, providing 

MW-36A a i rbo rne  t a r g e t  s e rv i ces  and/or FIREFISH su r face  drone s e r v i c e s ,  

and, i n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  both types  of s e r v i c e s  t o  s h i p s  and a i r c r a f t  

of t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l ee t .  Enclosure (5)  i s  a l i s t i n g  of the underway 

deployments and the  r e s u l t s  of t h e  s e r v i c e s  provided. Operat ion 

3 Enclosure (1 )  



NARRATIVE (con' t )  

SPRINGBOARD 66, appearing i n  enc losure  (5), i s  summarized below: 

4 Jan  - 1 Apr 1966 

Number of days c r u i s i n g  16 

Number of operat ing days 15  

Number of f l i g h t s  33 

Number of succes s fu l  f l i g h t s  25 

Number of sh ips  s e rv i ced  27 

Since  January 1966, VC-6 has made n ine  c r u i s e s  i n  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Capes 

Operating Area aboard seve ra l  LST's. These deployments a r e  scheduled 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  the  purpose of furn ish ing  MW-36A a e r i a l  drone se rv i ces  

and FIREFISH su r face  drone serv ices .  These c r u i s e s  a r e  of a  dura t ion  

of approximately f i v e  (5 )  days. High u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  s e r v i c e s  

a v a i l a b l e  i s  made by t h e  s h i p s  reques t ing  serv ices .  

Also, detachments a r e  deployed on var ious  types  of s h i p s  such a s  

Destroyers ,  F r i g a t e s ,  and Cru i se r s  t o  provide drone se rv i ces .  A comparison 

of t he  se rv i ces  provided on LST c r u i s e s ,  and c r u i s e s  on va r ious  o the r  

types  of s h i p s ,  follows: 

LS T - OTHER SHIPS 

Days Cruis ing  35 25 3 

Days Operating 2 0 40 

F l i g h t s  67 9 3 

Successfu l  F l i g h t s  5 2 

Enclosure (1)  



NARRATIVE (Cont t )  

F l i g h t s  p e r  C r u i s e  Day 

F l i g h t s  p e r  Opera t ing  Day 

Number S h i p s  S e r v i c e d  

Number S h i p s  s e r v i c e d  p e r  
C r u i s i n g  Day 

OTHER SHIPS 

0.4 

2.3 

6 9 

I n  September 1966, t h e  squadron s u c c e s s f u l l y  s e r v i c e d  VA-85 and VA-d5 

i n  p r o v i d i n g  FIREFISH t a r g e t  b o a t s  f o r  a i r  t o  s u r f a c e  BULLPUP o p e r a t i o n s .  

The t a r g e t  b o a t s  were used w i t h  such s u c c e s s  t h a t  RAM F. E. NUESSLE, 

Commander F l e e t  A i r  Nor fo lk ,  commended t h e  squadron f o r  a j o b  "Well 

Done ." Enclosure  (15) .  

On 7 November 1966, F l e e t  Composite Squadron SIX implemented t h e  S t a n d a r d  

Navy Maintenance M a t e r i a l  Management System ( 3 ~ ) .  By a n a l y z i n g  maintenance 

c o s t s  and d e v i s i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  reduce  c o s t s  wherever and whenever it i s  

economical ly  f e a s i b l e ,  it i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  many p r o c e d u r a l  encumbrances 

and unnecessary  a c t i o n s  can be  minimized. 

Drone m a l f u n c t i o n s  dur ing  1966 a r e  shown on t h e  monthly and annual  

Malfunc t i o n  Reports .  Enc losures  (10)  and (11) .  

RESEARCH and DEVELOPLENT 

During 1966, t h e  a d a p t a t i o n  of Infra-Red Augmentation Pods t o  t h e  M@!-36A 

was accomplished.  The o l d  model A l t i t u d e  Hold a s s e m b l i e s  (PN 67360) were 

5 Enc losure  ( 1 )  



RESEARCH and DEVELOPMENT ( c o n t t )  

modi f i ed  t o  work a s  an i g n i t e r  swi tch  f o r  t h e  f o u r  I R  pods,  Mounting 

b r a c k e t s  were made and w i r i n g  was adap ted  t o  t h e  MQ! f o r  t h e  I R  pods, 

The system was redes igned  s o  t h a t  t h e  s p a r e  channel  ( ~ l t .  Hold) would 

i g n i t e  t h e  f l a r e s  upon command, a f t e r  two s a f e t y  p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  

s w i t c h  were passed,  The u n i t  was t e s t e d  a t  VC-6 Detachment Dam Neck, 

Va. on 7 December 1966, and proved t o  work p r e c i s e l y  a s  planned. 

A G a t e s  R e c t i f i e r  was provided t o  VC-6 f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  a s  a  replacement  

f o r  t h e  s t a n d a r d  EAPU. The r e c t i f i e r  was t e s t e d  aboard  s h i p  and found 

t o  be h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  f o r  drone o p e r a t i o n s ,  I t  proved f a r  s u p e r i o r  

i n  performance and s a f e t y  f e a t u r e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  being s m a l l e r ,  l i g h t e r ,  

and l e s s  expens ive ,  t h a n  t h e  EAPU, 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

F e a t u r e  a r t i c l e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  squadron 's  newest t a r g e t  v e h i c l e  appeared 

i n  two p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h i s  year .  The 1 3  January  Dopesheet,  which i s  t h e  

Nor fo lk  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  Newspaper, and t h e  January  Naval A v i a t i o n  News 

b o t h  mentioned t h e  convers ion  of s a l v a g e d  and s u r p l u s  v e h i c l e s  i n t o  

r a d i o  c o n t r o l l e d  mobi le  l a n d  t a r g e t s .  Enc losures  (12)  and (13) .  On 

2 1  December t h e  squadron h o s t e d  a  "Handicapped C h i l d r e n t s  Par tyt '  f o r  

40 l o c a l  c r i p p l e d  and r e t a r d e d  c h i l d r e n  which r e c e i v e d  l o c a l  TV news 

coverage,  

The Squadron h a s  p u b l i s h e d  a  Welcome Aboard b o o k l e t  which i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  

t o  a l l  pe r sonne l  when t h e y  check i n t o  t h e  squadron. Enc losure  (14) .  

6  Enclosure  ( 1 )  



SPORTS 

The squadron touch f o o t b a l l  team placed second i n  the  COMFAIRNORFOLK 

Tournament and the  baske tba l l  team i s  c u r r e n t l y  pacing the  league 

wi th  a  14-0 record. 

SYSTEMS PERFORMANCE and MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS 

A problem area  i n  maintenance of t h e  drones has been the  ARW-55 t r ans -  

m i t t e r .  I t  i s  outdated and unre l iab le .  Maintenance of t h e  t r a n s m i t t e r  

i s  very  d i f f i c u l t  and time consuming. The ARW-55 r e q u i r e s  the  use of 

EAPU's f o r  i t s  28 v o l t  D.C. power source,  which a r e  a l s o  o ld ,  u n r e l i a b l e ,  

and r e q u i r e  f requent  maintenance. 

The URW-14 t r a n s m i t t e r ,  which uses s tandard  115 v o l t  s h i p s  power, has 

been used wi th  g r e a t  success  i n  p lace  of the  ARW-55 whenever poss ib l e ,  

b u t  i t s  s i z e ,  weight and bulky antenna make it imprac t i ca l  f o r  most 

shipboard deployments. 

CONCLUSIONS and RECOLMENDATIONS 

Transmi t te r  and APU problems should be reduced by the  ARW-80 t r ans -  

m i t t e r  t h a t  i s  due t o  r ep l ace  the ARW-55 and URW-14 sometime i n  t he  near  

fu tu re .  I t  i s  s t rong ly  recommended t h a t  t he  ARtll-80 be procured soon 

a s  poss ib le ,  

COIVW1ENDATIONS 

During the  year ,  seven l e t t e r s  and messages of commendation and congra tu la t ion  
I 

7, Enclosure (1 )  
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CObN1ENDATIONS (Con * t ) 
were rece ived  from o t h e r  commands. Enclosure (15). LCDR Robert H. 

COOKSON, Operat ions O f f i c e r ,  was awarded the  Navy Commendation Medal, 

Republic of Vietnam Commendation Medal, and the  Navy Unit  Cammendation 

Medal f o r  mer i tor ious  se rv i ce  while se rv ing  a s  Maintenance Control  

O f f i c e r  a t t ached  t o  Attack Squadron EIGHTY-FIVE embarked i n  USS KITTY 

HAWK ( c v A ~ ~ )  from 26 November 1965 t o  23 May 1966. During t h i s  per iod ,  

Lieu tenant  Commander COOKSON was i n  l a r g e  measure respons ib le  f o r  

organiza t ion  and c o n t r o l  of Maintenance Operat ions i n  support  of over 

1000 combat s o r t i e s  i n t o  North and South Vietnam. 

PERSONNEL 

The reenl i s tment  r a t e  f o r  1966 was 18 percent  o v e r a l l ,  s i x  (6 )  f i r s t  

c r u i s e  and four  (4 )  c a r e e r  re-ups out  of 56 poss ib le .  

D i sc ip l ina ry  s t a t i s t i c s  show an average of 2.5 Commanding Of f i ce r ' s  NJP 

per  month. To ta l  d i s c i p l i n a r y  cases  were t CO1s NJP - 28, and Spec ia l  

Court  Mar t i a l  - one ( l ) e  

Promotions were slow i n  the  upper e n l i s t e d  pay grades  wi th  3 advancements 

t o  E 8  (1)  and E6 (2) out  of 20 passing exams. E4 and E5 d id  much b e t t e r  

wi th  34 advancements out  of 60  passing exams. 

Enclosures  ( 5 )  through (9) and (15)  through (28) a t t e s t  t o  t he  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  

e f f i c i e n c y ,  and r e l i a b i l i t y  of F l e e t  Composite Squadron SIX. VC-6 

8 Enclosure ( 1 )  
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i s  c o n t i n u i n g  i t s  t r a d i t i o n  of s e r v i c e ,  t o  p rov ide  more and b e t t e r  

"Skeet" t o  t h e  gunners  and bombers of t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  

9 Enclosure  ( 1 )  



MARCH 

JUNE 

SEPT 

OCT 

MARCH 

APRIL 

JUNE 

MAY 

JULY 

JULY 

OCT 

JULY 

JUNE 

CHRONOLEICAL LIST OF COMMANDING OFFICERS 
OF FLEET COMPOSITE SQUADRON S I X  

LCDR 

CDR 

CDR 

CDR 

CDR 

CDR 

CDR 

CDR 

CDR 

CDR 

CDR 

CDR 

CDR 

R. W. SAYLOR 

J. V. LANCASTER 

T. L. WOOD 

J. A. H o r n  

E. F. WILLIAMSON 

J. M. REIGHER 

v. W. LYDSON 

G. M. BELL 

J. E. GRAY 

R. M. BOLLENBACHER 

W. D. WILSON 

H. J. SYLVIA 

C. K. OIMEARA 

USN 

USN 

USN 

USN 

USN 

USN 

USN 

USN 

USN 

USN 

USN 

USN 

USN 
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SHIPBOARD DRONE OPERATIONS 

NO. NO. NO. 
NO. DAYS NO. SUCCESSFUL S H I P S  

SHIP DATE DAYS OPERATING FLTS FL'IS HRS SERVICED FE OF'S F'F HRS FF SHIPS FF A/C 

USS THOMAS 7-8 JAN 2 1 4 2 1.4 3 

USS EXRD 7 J A N -  26 1 1 1 102 1 
1 FEB 

USS WALLER l l - 3 2  JAN 2 1 2 2 1 *4 2 

(SPRINGBOARD ) 
USS WITEK SFGBD 1 1 2 1 1 e 2  1 

(SPRINGBOARD ) 
USS COURTNET SFGBD 2 2 3 3 2 07 3 

(SPRINGBOARD ) 
USS GARCIA SIUBD 1 1 2 2 2 01 3 

(S PiRINGBOARD ) 
USS AULT SFGBD 1 1 3 2 2 09 4 

(SPRINGBOARD ) 
uss POWER s m  1 1 1 1 1 e O  1 

( s PRINGBOARD ) 
USS SUFFOLK COUNTY SPGBD 1 1 3 3 3 *2 4 

USS DUVAL COUNTY U.+-18 FEB 4 2 10 2 3 *4 2 3 4.5 3 

(SPRINGBOARD ) 
USS KEYWADIN SPOBD 1 1 1 0 0 0 

USS WARE  MAR 3 4 8 6 5 ~3 6 1 

Enclosure ( 5 )  I 



NO. NO. NO . 
NO. DAYS NO. SUCCESSFUL SHIPS 

S H I P  DATE DAYS OPERATING F L T S  F L T S  IiRS SERVICED FF OPS FF HRS FF S H I P S  FF A/C 

(SPRINGBOARD ) 
USS ESCAPE SPGBD 5 k 12 8 8.2 6 

(SPRINGBOARD ) 
USS SAGAMORE SPGBD 1 1 2 2 la1 1 

U S S  DUVAL COUNTY 4-18 MAR 5 1 2 2 2 .O 1 3 0.5 0 

USS ATAKAPA SPGBD 1 1 3 2 2.1 3 

USS WILSON SFGBD 1 1 1 1 1 el 1 

USS COLUMBUS 21-30 NAR 10 3 9 3 2 04 6 

uss K.D. BAUEY 12-28 APR 16 2 9 5 5.6 4 

USS LORAIN COUNTY 17-22 APR 5 4 19 ll. 11.4 20 3 1.8 2 

USS WALDO COUNTY 2-5 MAY 3 3 17 3.2 17.2 IJ. 1 2 1 

USS HAWKINS 8-13 MAY 5 2 5 5 3 *9 5 

uss TALBOT COUNTY 1-2 JUN 2 2 3 3 2,6 5 1 1.2 1 

USS PRATT 16 MAY - 
uss POWER U r n  26 2 3 2 1 ,2 2 

USS OWENS 
U S S  LEAHY 5-16 JUN U 2 b 1 0.9 3 

USS R A m I G H  a-15 JUN 2 1 1 1 1.0 3 
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NO NO NO. 
NO. DAYS NO. SUCCESSFUL S H I P S  

SHIP DATE DAYS OPERATING FLTS FLTS HRS SERVICED FF OPS ??F HRS FF SHIPS F'F A/C 

USS ROBERTS 15-30 JUN 15 1 4 3 1.1 4 

USS BELKNAP 5 AUG - 31 1 5 3 3.2 k 
4 SEP 

U S S  STRONG 24-29 JUN 6 NO FLTS 

U S S  SUFFOLK COUNTY 11-4 JUL 4 2 4 k 4.1 4 3 2 *2 0 

USS CHEBOYGANCOUNTY 16-17 AUG 2 1 2 2 2 *2 2 1 
USS BYRD 12-27 SEP 16 1 6 3 3 m 8  4 I 

USS TALBOT COUNTY 

USS BELIQjAf 
USS FARRAGUT 

USS B O R D r n N  

USS ROBERTS 

USS POWER 

USS BACHE 

USS DWAL COUNTY 

USS J* DANULS 

19-23 SEP 5 

27 SEP - 
24 OCT 28 

U-20 OCT 7 

15-16 SEP 2 

24-28 OCT 5 

2 8 ~ 0 ~ -  23  
20 DEC 
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DATES - 

PINE CASTLE/LAKE GEORGE LAND & WATER DRONE OPERATIONS 

24 JAN - 6 FEB 
26 MQR - 4 APR 

2 3 M A Y - 4 J U N  

2 5 J U L - 4 A U G  

10 SEP - 24 SEP 

31 OCT - 7 NOV 
TOTAL 

DAYS - 
OP. HRS. 
PINE CASTLE 
LAND DRONE 

, 

OP. HRS. 
WIE GEORGE 
WATE;R DRONE 

Enclosure ( 6 )  
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WARREN GROVE! DRONE OPERATIONS 

(AB TO SURFACE) 

DAYS Ol? HOURS OF 
OPERATIONS ATTACKS OPERATIONS 

JANUARY 1 18 1 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

APRIL 1 43 1.50 

JUNE 

JULY 3 42 2 .oo 

AUGUST 2 2 0 0.83 

OCTOBER 
NOVEMBER NO OPERATIONS 

DECEMBER 6 All hours of 7 02 
drone operation 
used f OF train- 
i n g  procedure 

TOTAL 

1 

Enclosure (7) 



DAM NECK DRONE OPERATIONS 

JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

APRIL 

my 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUGUST 

SEPTE;MBER 

OCTOBER 

NOVE3BER 

DECEMBER 

TOTAL 

DAYS aF 
OPERATIONS 

19 

FLIGHTS 

26 

SUCCESSFUL 
FLIGHTS 

25 

TOTAL 
T ~ E   in. ) - 

396.31 Hrs. 

Enclosure (8) 
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JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

APm 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 

DECE;MBER 

TOTAL 

ELIZABETH C I T Y  DRONE OPERATIONS 

(AIR TO SEA) 

DAYS OF 
OPERATIONS ATTACKS 

TOTAL 
Tr im - 
3 + 51 

Enclosure ( 9 )  


