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VAY 126 COWAND HISTORY FOR 1988 


COMMAND MISSION, COMPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION 

VAW-126 is  one  o f  e i g h t  C a r r i e r  A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  Warning Squadrons  based  i n  
Nor fo lk .  Equipped w i t h  f o u r  E-2C "Hawkeyen a i rc ra f t ,  t h e  s q u a d r o n ' s  p r imary  
m i s s i o n  i s  l o n g  r a n g e  a i r b o r n e  e a r l y  warn ing  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  Carrier B a t t l e  
Group. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  squadron p l a y s  a v i t a l  r o l e  i n  s u c h  d i v e r s e  o p e r a t i o n s  
a s  f i g h t e r  i n t e r c e p t  and  a i r  s t r i k e  c o n t r o l ,  ocean s u r v e i l l a n c e  and  s e a r c h  and 
r e s c u e  c o o r d i n a t i o n .  Approximately  119 E n l i s t e d  and  30 Officers man t h e  squadron  
i n  f o u r  depar tments :  Maintenance,  O p e r a t i o n s ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and S a f e t y .  The 
s q u a d r o n ' s  c h a i n  o f  command is  as f o l l o w s :  

ADMINISTRATIVE: COMCAEWWING 12 


Cornmodore 

CAPT Ray L .  Bunton,  U S N ,  1310 


OPERATIONAL: COMCARAI RWING 3 

Commodore 


CAPT James D .  N o r r i s ,  USN, 1320 


Aircraft Assigned: Grumman E-2C "Hawkeyell 
Bureau #Is A/C 600 - 162614 

A/C 601 - 162616 



COMMANDING OFFICERS 


0 1  APR 69 - 0 1  APR 70 
05 APR 70 - 0 1  A P R  7 1  
0 1  APR 71  - 28 J A N  72 
28 J A N  72 - 03 J A N  73 
03 J A N  73 - 07 FEB 74 
07 F E B  74 - 16 J A N  75 
16 JAN 75 - 28 APR 76 
28 A P R  76 - 15 J U L  77 
15 J U L  77 - 08 S E P  78 
08 S E P  78 - 05 S E P  79 
05 S E P  79 - 08 DEC 80 
08 D E C  80 - 0 1  FEB 82 
0 1  F E B  82 - 10  MAY 83 
10 MAY 83 - 18 OCT 84 
18 OCT 84 - 25 APR 86 
25 APR 86 - 24 S E P  87 
24 S E P  87 - P R E S E N T  

Z 

............... CDR A l b e r t  W .  OLDHAM 


............... CDR R o b e r t  M .  HARP 


............... CDR F loyd  A. F R I E S E N  


............... CDR G e o r g e  ORMOND, J R .  


............... CDR H a r o l d  J. BERNSEN 


............... CDR D a v i d  M .  KLETTER 


............... CDR H o r a c e  M .  WALTER, J R .  
............... CDR R o b e r t  E .  KORDALSKI 
............... CDR D e n n i s  M .  KINNEY 
............... CDR Vady R .  CLARK 


............... CDR H e r m a n  J. LONG, J R .  


............... CDR G a r y  M .  WITZENBURG 
............... CDR John W.  BOOKHULTZ 


............... CDR R o b e r t  L .  JOHNSON,  J R .  
............... CDR D a n i e l  P. WHALEN 


............... CDR D a n i e l  M. PARKER 


............... CDR G o r d o n  C .  R E I F ,  J R .  


E n c l o s u r e  (1 )  



1988 CHRONOLOGY OF EVJWTS FOR VAN 126 

15-20 JAN..........FCLP...................NAF FENTHESS, VIRGINIA 

21-25 JAN.....,....ISE....................VACAPES OPAREA 

31 JAN-07 FEB......MISSILEX........,......ROOSEVELT ROADS,PUERTO RICO 

20 FEB-11 MAR......WEAPON TRAINING........NAS FALLON,NEVADA 

21-25 MAR..........FAST...................NAS NORVA 

23-28 MAR..........CNO PROJECT 251 ........EGLIN AFB, FLORIDA 

07-11 APR..........JFK ISE................VACAPES OPAREA 

12-13 APR..........VANDALEX SUPPORT.......USS JFK, JAX OPAREA 

19-30 APR ..........REFTRA.................VACAPESJX OPAREA 

18 APR-20 MAY......ADVANCE PHASE.... ......USS JFK, JAX OPAREA 

24-25 MAY..........COROLINA COMBAT........VACAPES OPAREA 

02 JUN.............AEGIS SUPPORT, CNO.....BRUNSWICK OPAREA 

08-22 JUN..........FLEETEX 2-88...........USS JFK, PR OPAREA 

29 JUN....... ......VF-101 MISSILE SHOOT...VACAPES OPAREA 

02 AUG-02 FEB 89...MED DEPLOYMENT.........MEDITERRANEAN SEA 

18-19 AUG..........NATIONAL WEEK 88.... ...CENT MED 

04-08 SEP..........SEAWIND................EAST MED/EGYPT 

21 SEP-09 OCT......DISPLAY DETERMINATION..CENT MED/AGEAN SEA 


724-26 OCT..........TUNISIAN PASSEX........CENT MED 

12-13 NOV..........SNAKE PIT..............CENT MED 

21-22 NOV.?... .....FOCH PASSEX............WEST MED 

01-10 DEC..........AFRICAN EAGLE..........MOROCCO/WEST MED 

14 DEC .............DASIX... ...............FRANCEWEST MED 
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HISTORY OF THE VAY 126 SEAHAUKS 

1988 OVERVIEW 


1988  was a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  one  f o r  t h e  SEAHAWKS. What s t a r t e d  o u t  as a 
t y p i c a l  y e a r  w i t h  a v a r i e t y  o f  s h o r e - b a s e d  o p e r a t i o n s  and  a " r o u t i n e w  
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  deployment ,  ended as one w i t h  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  accomplishments .  
The SEAHAWKS, u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Cdr Gordon C. R e i f ,  Jr. ,  showed t h e i r  
o u t s t a n d i n g  ab i l i t i es  i n  a l l  e n d e a v o r s  and  were s u b s e q u e n t l y  awarded t h e  
COMNAVAIRLANT B a t t l e  R e a d i n e s s  "Efl Award a n d  were n o m i n a t e d  f o r  t h e  
Depar tment  of Defense  Maintenance Award by CVW 3 and CAEWWING 1 2 .  While 
dep loyed  a b o a r d  t h e  (CV-67) USS JOHN F. KENNEDY d u r i n g  t h e  latter p a r t  o f  t h e  
y e a r ,  t h e  SEAHAWKS a l s o  r e c e i v e d  r e c o g n i t i o n  from CAPT Wisely ,  Commanding 
O f f i c e r  of t h e  KENNEDY, as t h e  best squadron  onboard.  T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  was 
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s q u a d r o n ' s  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s ,  maintenance program, s u p p o r t  f o r  
t h e  s h i p  and d e d i c a t i o n  t o  d u t y .  

I n  February ,  t h e  SEAHAWKS a t t e n d e d  t h r e e  weeks of weapons t r a i n i n g  a t  
NAS F a l l o n ,  Nevada d u r i n g  which time t h e y  made i n n o v a t i v e  b r e a k t h r o u g h s  i n  
o v e r l a n d  t r a c k i n g .  Workups f o r  deployment c o n t i n u e d  i n  A p r i l  and May w i t h  
tbq, squadron  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  REFTRA and ADVANCED PHASE a b o a r d  t h e  KENNEDY. 
I n  J u n e ,  t h e  b a t t l e  g r o u p '  a s s e m b l e d  f o r  FLEETEX 2-88 and  t h e  SEAHAWKS 
d e p a r t e d  with; t h e  KENNEDY B a t t l e  Group on August  2nd f o r  i t s  s i x  month 
deployment . 

Throughout t h e  deployment t h e  SEAHAWKS proved t h a t  t h e y  were a v i t a l  
f a c t o r  i n  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  group.  From N a t i o n a l  Week 88 th rough  a l l  
e x e r c i s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  deployment t h e  SEAHAWKS set new s t a n d a r d s  of e x c e l l e n c e .  
The a i r c r a f t  were a l w a y s  r e a d y  and t h e  crews knowledgeable  and a g g r e s s i v e .  
T h e  s q u a d r o n  c o n t r i b u t e d  g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  a l l  e x e r c i s e s ,  
c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  n a t i o n s ,  c l e a r i n g  any d i s c r e p a n c i e s  and 
p r o v i d i n g  p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  as  needed.  I n n o v a t i v e  o v e r l a n d  t r a c k i n g  
tactics were e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  d u r i n g  e x e r c i s e  AFRICAN EAGLE w i t h  Morocco, 
and proved t h a t  w i t h  p r o p e r  t r a i n i n g  and  a "tweekedn sys tem,  t h e  "Hawkeyen 
c a n  be s u c c e s s f u l l y  u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  o v e r l a n d  a r e n a .  

Ampli fying deta i ls  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  ment ioned above  c a n  be found i n  
E n c l o s u r e  ( 2 )  . 

The SEAHAWKS p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  and d e v o t i o n  t o  do ing  t h e i r  best is e v i d e n t  
i n  i ts  c o n t i n u i n g  s a f e t y  r e c o r d ,  now a p p r o a c h i n g  twenty y e a r s  of mishap free 
o p e r a t i o n s  wi th  o v e r  38,000 f l i g h t  h o u r s  logged  f o r  t h e  squadron .  

The y e a r  was e x t r e m e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  and  a l l  SEAHAWKS are proud  of t h e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h e y  are making i n  t h e  A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  Warning community. 

E n c l o s u r e  (1) 



HISTORY OF THE VAW-126 SEAHAWKS 


The "SEAHAWKS1! of VAW-126 were commissior~ed i n  N o r f o l k ,  V A .  on 1 A p r i l  
1969.  O r i g i n a l l y  nicknamed, nCLOSEOUT,v t h e  new squadron ,  w i t h  its f o u r  E-2A 
aircraft ,  was made p a r t  o f  A t t a c k  C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SEVENTEEN, a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  
(CVA-59) USS FORRESTAL. Thus began a l o n g ,  f i v e  y e a r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
CVW-17/FORRESTAL team. F o l l o w i n g  comple t ion  o f  t h e i r  t h e i r  f irst  deployment 
i n  J u l y  1970,  t h e  squadron  t r a n s i t i o n e d  t o  t h e  E-2B. T h i s  was a newer 
v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  same aircraf t ,  equ ipped  w i t h  a more f l e x i b l e ,  d i g i t a l  computer 
weapons sys tem.  The command won n o t o r i e t y  e a r l y  i n  its l i f e ,  winning t h e  
h i g h l y  c o v e t e d  NAVAIRLANT B a t t l e  Read iness  E f f i c i e n c y  "En and  t h e  CNO S a f e t y  
Award i n  1971.  The squadron won t h e  B a t t l e  "En a second time i n  1974.  

By winn ing  t h r e e  m a j o r  c o m p e t i t i v e  awards  s o  e a r l y  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  VAW-
1 2 6  became r e c o g n i z e d  as  t h e  p remier  e a s t  c o a s t  V A W  squadron .  T h i s ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  t h e  s q u a d r o n ' s  e v e r  growing a c c i d e n t - f r e e  r e c o r d  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
VAW-126as o n e  o f  t h e  Navy's f i n e s t  carrier squadrons .  

While  homeward bound, f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  f i n a l  deployment w i t h  FORRESTAL i n  
September 1974 , t h e  squadron  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  USS AMERICA ( CVA-66 ) . T h i s  
firs$ mid-ocean t r a n s f e r  o f  a n  e n t i r e  E-2 s q u a d r o n  p r o v i d e d  t h e i r  new 
a i r w i n g ,  CVW-8 with  v i t a l  VAW 'assets f o r  a n  e x t e n s i v e  NATO e x e r c i s e  i n  t h e  
Nor th  A t l a n t i c  .; The NATO deployment a l s o  marked VAW-126' s f i n a l  E-2B f l y i n g  
as well. Fo l lowing  t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  Nor fo lk  i n  Oc tober  1974 ,  t h e  squadron  
began i ts  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  E-2C Hawkeye, a n  a i rcraf t  similar i n  appearance  
t o  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  b u t  w i t h  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more c a p a b l e  and  reliable 
weapons sys tem.  

By August 1975 ,  t h e  squadron  had commenced a whir lwind series of  s h o r t  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  C a r i b b e a n ,  w i t h  t h e i r  f u t u r e  a i r w i n g  CVW-9, b a s e d  i n  
Miramar , C a l i f o r n i a .  T h i s  unusua l  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  a i r w i n g  ass ignment  was done  
t o  e n s u r e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of E-2C assets on b o t h  c o a s t s  u n t i l  p h a s e  o u t  o f' 	t h e  E-2B. I n  May 1 9 7 6 ,  t h e y  began t h e  f irst  o f  many t r i p s ,  moving t h e  e n t i r e  
squadron  back and  f o r t h  between N o r f o l k  and Miramar t o  o p e r a t e  w i t h  CVW-9, 
and p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e i r  upcoming deployment on t h e  (CV-64 ) USS CONSTELLATION. 
The first detachment  was t o  NAS F a l l o n ,  Nevada, where t h e  new E-2C/F-14 
Tomcat team worked t o g e t h e r  i n  f leet a n t i - a i r  warfare e x e r c i s e s .  

Fo l lowing  s e v e r a l  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  o f  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  
squadron r e t u r n e d  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  J a n u a r y  1977 f o r  a major  deployment which 
i n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  at-sea p e r i o d s  f o r  f u r t h e r  t r a i n i n g .  I n  A p r i l  1977 ,  VAW-126 
left San Diego f o r  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  and  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  months,  t h e  squadron  
v i s i t e d  such  p l a c e s  as T h a i l a n d ,  S i n g a p o r e ,  Hong Kong, Korea and  J a p a n .  The 
W e s t e r n  o p e r a t i n g  area p r o v i d e d  wide-open "Blue Water1! o p e r a t i o n  which 
a l l o w e d  t h e  aircraft and  aircrews t o  o p e r a t e  a t  t h e i r  f u l l e s t  p o t e n t i a l .  I n  
May 1978 ,  VAW-126 r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  West C o a s t  and r e j o i n e d  CVW-9 f o r  t h e  
s q u a d r o n ' s  second  and  f i n a l  Western P a c i f i c  deployment.  

E n c l o s u r e  (1) 



The CLOSEOUTS d e p a r t e d  San Diego a b o a r d  CONSTELLATION on 26 September 
1 9 7 8 ,  a n d  sailed t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  w i t h  a br ief  s t o p  i n  Hawai j .  T h i s  
dep loyment  u l t i m a t e l y  l a s t e d  n e a r l y  e i g h t  months and c o v e r e d  o v e r  52,000 
miles r a n g i n g  o v e r  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  e a r t h 1s l o n g i t u d e s .  T h i s  t o o k  
CONSTELLATION and VAW-126 t o  Korea,  J a p a n ,  S i n g a p o r e ,  P h i l i p p i n e s  and t h e  
I n d i a n  Ocean, w h i l e  s p e n d i n g  o v e r  70% o f  t h e  deployment s t e a m i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  
o f  n a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  Upon t h e  s q u a d r o n ' s  homecoming a t  N A S  Nor fo lk  on 1 7  
May 1979 ,  VAW-126 began t r a n s i t i o n i n g  t o  t h e  new ARPS v e r s i o n  of t h e  E-2C, 
and f o l l o w i n g  t h e  t r a g i c  d e a t h  o f  t h e  Commanding Officer, Cdr.  Vady C l a r k ,  
changed t h e i r  name t o  t h e  "SEAHAWKSn. 

The SEAHAWKS j o i n e d  t h e  (CV-67) USS JOHN F .  KENNEDY/CVW-1 team i n  la te  
1979.  T r a i n i n g  c o n t i n u e d  th rough  A p r i l  and May 1980,  w i t h  m i s s i o n s  conducted 
o f f  t h e  c o a s t  of V i r g i n i a  and  F l o r i d a .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  f i n a l  p h a s e s  o f  t r a i n i n g  
l e a d i n g  up t o  t h e  O p e r a t i o n a l  Read iness  E v a l u a t i o n  (ORE), t h e  KENNEDY steamed 
i n t o  Bos ton  h a r b o r  f o r  OPSAIL '80. The SEAHAWKS, a l o n g  w i t h  a h o s t  o f  
s a i l i n g  s h i p s  from around  t h e  wor ld ,  r e c e i v e d  a warm welcome f r o m  t h e  
c i t i z e n s  of Boston d u r i n g  t h e  c i t y ' s  3 5 0 t h  b i r t h d a y  c e l e b r a t i o n .  

On 4 August 1 9 8 1 ,  VAW-126 j o i n e d  CVW-3 which r e p l a c e d  CVW-1 as t h e  Air 
Wing a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  KENNEDY. The squadron  began work-ups f o r  t h e i r  upcoming 
1 n d i h n  Ocean Deployment w i t h  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  commencing i n  l a te  August. 
Workups c o n t i n u e d  i n  O c t o b e r  and November, d u r i n g  which time t h e  SEAHAWKS set 
a new 8quadron r e c o r d  o f  462 f l i g h t  h o u r s  d u r i n g  one month. 

The SEAHAWKS d e p a r t e d  Norfolk  on t h e  4 t h  o f  J a n u a r y  1982 f o r  t h e  I n d i a n  
Ocean and  a s i x  month deployment t h a t  t o o k  t h e  squadron  t o  such  p o r t  cit ies 
as Malaga,  S p a i n ;  P e r t h ,  A u s t r a l i a ;  Mombassa, Kenya and Toulon,  F r a n c e .  Upon 
r e t u r n i n g  from deployment ,  VAW-126 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  n u m e r o u s  s h o r e b a s e d  
e x e r c i s e s  and  a g a i n  commenced r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  i n  February  1983.  

The '83-'84 deployment (September-May) was a r e c o r d  b r e a k i n g ,  B a t t l e  "EN 
winning o n e  f o r  VAW-126 and many monthly and  q u a r t e r l y  r e c o r d s  were set. 
Toward t h e  end o f  t h e  d e p l o y m e n t ,  t h e  SEAHAWKS c e l e b r a t e d  t h e i r  1 5 t h  
a c c i d e n t - f r e e  y e a r  a t  t h e  end o f  a g r u e l i n g  32 s t r a i g h t  d a y s  o f  a round  t h e  
c l o c k  f l y i n g  o f f  B e i r u t ,  Lebanon. By March, 772 h o u r s  had been  flown--an a l l  
time VAW r e c o r d .  Dur ing  t h e  deployment t h e  squadron  v i s i t e d  Rio d e  J a n e i r o ,  
B r a z i l ;  Haifa, Israel and Naples ,  I t a l y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  1983 
Battle "EV t h e  squadron  a l s o  won t h e  COMNAVAIRLANT " S i l v e r  Anchor" award f o r  
s u p e r i o r  r e t e n t i o n  (won i n  1982-1985). 

I n  1 9 8 5 ,  w h i l e  t h e  KENNEDY underwent a major  s h i p y a r d  o v e r h a u l ,  t h e  
SEAHAWKS remained  s h o r e  based .  T h e i r  s t a t u s  as t h e  VAW " A i r  N a t i o n a l  Guardn 
d i d n ' t  s low them down however. E a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  squadron j o i n e d  a 
m i x t u r e  of U.S. I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F o r c e s  i n  O p e r a t i o n  Green F l a g  a t  Nellis AFB, 
Nevada. I n  May, t h e  squadron  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  "AMALGAM BRAVE," a two week 
NORAD e x e r c i s e  i n  Goose Bay, Canada. T h i s  was c l o s e l y  f o l l o w e d  by READEX 2- 
8 5  wi th  CVW 3 a t  R o o s e v e l t  Roads, P u e r t o  Rico .  I n  September ,  t h e  a i r w i n g  
p roceeded  t o  F a l l o n ,  Nevada f o r  CVW-3 weapons t r a i n i n g .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  o t h e r  t a s k i n g ,  t h e  SEAHAWKS p a r t i c i p a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  y e a r  i n  O p e r a t i o n  THUNDERBOLT, a V i c e - P r e s i d e n t i a l  t a s k i n g  i n  America's 
c o n t i n u i n g  war on t h e  i l l e g a l  d r u g  trade. These  m i s s i o n s  t o o k  t h e  squadron  
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a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  U.S., as well as P u e r t o  Rico and  Cuba. 

I n  O c t o b e r  1985 ,  t h e  SEAHAWKS r e t u r n e d  a b o a r d  t h e  KENNEDY w i t h  t h e  f o u r  
newest E-2C Hawkeye i n  t h e  U.S. Navy. Dur ing  s h o r t  deployments  th rough  
November t h e  squadron l o g g e d  hundreds  o f  carrier l a n d i n g s  a n d  made p o r t  
v i s i t s  t o  F o r t  L a u d e r d a l e  and Nassau,  Bahamas. 

The SEAHAWKS d e p a r t e d  f o r  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  a b o a r d  t h e  KENNEDY i n  
August 1986.  With o p e r a t i o n a l  money a t  a premium and  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  f u n d s  
d i v e r t e d  t o  c o n t i n g e n c y  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  G u l f ,  t h i s  deployment was 
t h e  first of t h e  Medi te r ranean  I1Love Boat , I 1  c r u i s e s  which would p l a g u e  t h e  
east c o a s t  d e p l o y i n g  C V ' s  f o r  y e a r s  t o  come. Over 70 d a y s  were s p e n t  a t  
a n c h o r ,  v i s i t i n g  such  p o r t s  as  Benidorm, Palma a n d  Rota ,  S p a i n ;  Toulon a n d  
Cannes,  F rance ;  T r i e s t e  and Naples ,  I t a l y  and H a i f a ,  Israel. 

Upon t h e i r  r e t u r n  i n  March 1987 ,  VAW-126 k e p t  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a 
v a r i e t y  o f  e x e r c i s e s  i n c l u d i n g  missile s h o o t s  o f f  Brunswick,  Maine and t h e  
VACAPES OPAREA , AEGIS s u p p o r t  and  d r u g  i n t e r d i c t i o n .  By November, t h e  
s q u a d r o n  was b a c k  a b o a r d  t h e  KENNEDY i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  n e x t  
deployment,  one i n  which t h e y  would c l o s e  o u t  t h e  new y e a r .  

m&A f i n a l  n o t e :  Most u n i q u e  t h r o u g h o u t  VAN-126's h i s t o r y  and by f a r  
t h e i r  p r o u d e s t  a v e r a l l  ach ievement  is t h e  s q u a d r o n ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  h i s t o r y  o f  
a c c i d e n t - f r e e  o p e r a t i o n s .  S i n c e  i ts  commissioning on 1 A p r i l  1 9 6 9 ,  t h e  
squadron h a s  completed many months o f  i n t e n s i v e  deployed carrier o p e r a t i o n s ,  
and  l o g g e d  a l m o s t  40,000 a c c i d e n t - f r e e  h o u r s .  Through t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  
on t h e  ground and  i n  t h e  a i r ,  and  by t h e  c o n s t a n t  and  t o t a l  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  
s a f e t y ,  VAW-126 p e r s o n n e l  have  m a i n t a i n e d  t h i s  e n v i a b l e  r e c o r d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
y e a r s .  Each new a c c i d e n t - f r e e  moment now sets a new s t a n d a r d  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e  
i n  Naval A v i a t i o n .  
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