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VAW-126 COMWiND HISTORY FOR 1987 

COMMAND COMPOSITION AND ORGANIZATION 

C a r r i e r  Airborne Ea r ly  Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-SIX is a major 

element of  t h e  C a r r i e r  Airborne Ea r ly  Warning (VAW) f o r c e s  of t he  United 

S t a t e s  Navy. The Squadron's primary mission is t o  use long range r a d a r s  

i n s t a l l e d  i n  our a i r c r a f t  t o  provide the  Commander, Ca r r i e r  Task Force with 

t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  warning of impending a i r  a t t a c k ,  and using t h e  computer 

based weapons system, defend the  f o r c e  by d i r e c t i n g  f i g h t e r  a i r c r a f t  t o  meet 

t h e  t h r e a t .  Moreover, t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of our  four  Grumman E-2C Hawkeye 

a i r c r a f t ,  with t h e  APS-138 radar  and ALR-73 pas s ive  d e t e c t i o n  system, have 

proven to be excep t iona l ly  v e r s a t i l e ,  enabl ing t h e  squadron 's  a i rc rews  t o  p l ay  

important  r o l e s  i n  o t h e r  va r i ed  ope ra t ions ,  among them s t r i k e  c o n t r o l ,  sur f  ace  

s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  and search  and rescue  missions. 

IMMEDIATE SUPERIOR CaYMWD 

ADMINISTRATIVE: COMCAEWWING 12 


Commanding Off icer :  


CDR John W. Bookhultz, des igna tor  1310 


Change of Command - 11 June 1987 


CAPT Ray L. Bunton, des igna tor  1310 


OPERATIONAL: COMCARAIRWING 3 


Commanding Of f i ce r  : 


CDR Robert E. Houser, des igna tor  1310 


Change of Command - 24 J u l y  1987 


CAPT James D. Norr i s ,  des igna tor  1320 


A i r c r a f t  Assigned: Grumman E-2C "Hawkeye" 

Bureau # I s :  A/C 600 - 162615 

A/C 601 - 162616 

A/C 602 - 162617 

A/C 603 - 162618 



VLW-126 cOMl2WD HISTORY FOR 1987 

NARRATIVE 

1987 was a h igh ly  product ive  year  f o r  t h e  "Seahawks". The beginning of t h e  

year  t he  Seahawks were ha l f  way through with t h e  Mediterranean c r u i s e .  

COMCARGRU-3/JOHN F. KENNEDY d i d  d u a l  C a r r i e r  B a t t l e  Group ope ra t ions  with 

COMCARGRU-8/NIMITZ. Due t o  t he  f a s t  pace of t hese  ope ra t ions ,  t h e  meaningful 

eva lua t ion  of  t h e  NFO Co-Pilot concept was precluded. Also, during t h i s  

per iod  a t o t a l  o f  120.6 hours  were flown by t h e  Seahawks a i rc rew with 100% 

S o r t i e  completion and FMC Rates ,  a t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  e a r n e s t  e f f o r t s  of t h e  

maintenance department. 

I n  A p r i l  a two a i r p l a n e  d e t  deployed t o  NAS, Brunswick, ME., i n  support  of 

USS Thomas Gates (CG 51) T r i a l  Bravo. This  included an Open Ocean MISSILEX 

and Combat Systems demonstration. A thorough p reb r i e f  wi th  a l l  u n i t s  involved 

precluded any problems, and suppor t  by NAS Brunswick was outs tanding .  

During May and June,  o p e r a t i o n s  were h igh l igh ted  by numerous d e t s  t h a t  

included: a t o t a l  of 43 missiles f i r e d  during e x e r c i s e s  under Seahawk c o n t r o l  

( 9  I-Hawk, 3 Aim-54, 1 4  Aim-7, and 1 7  Aim-9) ; over 167 hours  flown fo r  Drug 

I n t e r d i c t i o n  ope ra t ions  on two detachments, during which one suspec t  a i r c r a f t  

crashed with two SOB'S and n ine  Kilos  of cocaine (a k i l l  is a k i l l ) ;  AEGIS 

suppor t  combined with two days of E-2C f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  and o r i e n t a t i o n  f l i g h t s  

f o r  VT-lO/VT-4 s tuden t s .  Although ind iv idua l  ope ra t ions  were not  ove r ly  

demanding, cont inuing  high t a sk ing  l e v e l s  presented q u i t e  a cha l lenge ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  the  l o s s  of BUN0 162615 t o  VAW-120. The number and s i z e  of 

t h e  d e t s  has  r equ i r ed  some c r e a t i v e  modi f ica t ion  and re-scheduling of school  

quotas  i n  t h e  turnaround t r a i n i n g  plan. 

J u l y  and August were extremely busy f o r  t he  Seahawks. The i n t e n s i v e  mixed 

bag of OPS summarized above was completed with only  t h r e e  a i r p l a n e s ,  while  

cyc l ing  numerous personnel  through schools  and t r a i n i n g  programs . 

The pace of  ope ra t ions  i n  September slowed some, a f fo rd ing  both a welcome 

r e s p i t e  from d e t  requirements and an oppor tuni ty  t o  enjoy a Change of Command 

ceremony where Commander Gordon Char les  Rei f ,  J r . ,  r e l e ived  depa r t ing  Commander 

Daniel  Matthew Parker .  The bulk of  our remaining ene rg i e s  were now focused on the  

t a c t i c a l  impl ica t ions  of  deploying i n  "Super C a r r i e r "  under t h e  command of a Super 

CAG. 



November marked t h e  half-way p o i n t  i n  our turnaround t r a i n i n g  cyc l e ,  wi th  

most s i g n i f i c a n t  o p e r a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  and a i r c r ew  turnover  s t i l l  to come. Our 

November ISE provided a welcome oppor tun i ty  to CQ a f t e r  our long absence from 

t h e  CV and gave our  t w o  new p i l o t s  and t h r e e  new NFO's a g e n t l e  i n t roduc t ion  

to shipboard OAS. A f l i g h t  deck i n c i d e n t  t h e  n i g h t  of 16 November occured 

when an F-14 Wing and t a i l  s e c t i o n  was t a x i e d  through 603's t u rn ing  s t a rboa rd  

prop. 602 was t u rn ing  a longs ide  of 603 and u l t i m a t e l y  two prop changes,  one 

engine change and numerous s k i n  pa tches  were r equ i r ed  to r e p a i r  both a i r c r a f t .  

During t h e  December RFFTRA t h e  Seahawks were back on s t e p  with c y c l i c  OPS 

and f u l l  a i rwing t a c t i c a l  ope ra t i ons .  Tra in ing  emphasis remains on over land  

warfare  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of Fa l lon  i n  e a r l y  March. 

The Seahawks ended t h e  year with no a c c i d e n t s  and over  36,000 s a f e  

f l i g h t  hours.  Th i s  con t inues  t h e  Seahawks p r e s t i g i o u s  record  of 18 1/2 y e a r s  

of  s a f e  f l y i n g .  



02-05 January 
16-18 January 
19-21 January 
21-22 January 
23-25 January 
26-28 January 
30 January - 02 February 
02-05 February 
12-17 February 
18-20 February 
22-28 February 
01 March 
03 March 
27-30 A p r i l  
03-10 May 
18-31 May 

01-05 June 

11June 
15-22 June 
28 June - 0 1  J u l y  

01-02 J u l y  
06 J u l y  
09-10 J u l y  
14 J u l y  
15  J u l y  - 7 August 
24 J u l y  
10-13 August 
11-12 August 
11-12 August 
12-13 August 
21-26 August 
25 August - 7 September 
28 August - 9 September 
28 August - 16 September 
1 6  September 
24 September 
1-5 October 
7 October 
7 October 
1 3  October 
1 3  O c t o h r  
19-26 October 
16-24 November 
04-15 December 
21-22 December 

OPS MED 
OPS MED 
National  Week/Dual CVBG OPS 
Turnover w/CVN-68 Augusta Bay 
National  WeekDual CVBG OPS 
OPS FMED 
T r a n s i t  Bagel S t a t i o n  
Dual CVBG OPS Bagel S t a t i o n  
OPS Bagel S t a t i o n  
T r a n s i t  Rota 
Trans lan t  
Flyoff  
Arr ive  Norf o l k  
Aegis Support, Gulf of  Maine 
CVW-3 Missilex ( P m )  
HAT TRT;CK/~-BOLT~X/WASEX 
(Key WeseFUX) 

AV8-BF/A-18/I HAWK MISSILEX 
(- OP=)

-12 Change of Carmand 
T-BOLT/HAT TRICK (Gitmo) 
M G I S  SUPPOKf/l%EECA W W N E S  
(NAS Pensacola) 

V A t - W U X  (Vacapes) 
CNO P r o j e c t  124 
E'LEETEX 3-87 MISSILEX 
VF-32 MISSILEX 
VF-14/32 FFARP (Vacapes) 
-3 Change of Carmandl 
MAG^ MISSILEX 
CV-67 FASTAINKEX 
MAG31 AAPEX 4-87 
CNO P r o j e c t  124-2 
ORANGE AIR (Vacapes/Bermuda) 
Latrobe, PA A i r  Shaw 
AEGIS T r i a l s ,  Pensacola 
JFK/CQ/Boston/Por tland 
Airwing F l y  By 
W 1 2 6  Change of Carmand 
Lake Charles, LA A i r  Shaw 
USS selnnes MISSILEX 
ISAR Br ie f ,  VP-44 NAS Brunswick, MA 
CNO P r o j e c t  124 
UNIT EWALUATION 
Drug I n t e r d i c t i o n  NAS New Orleans, LA 
JFK ISE, Vacapes 
J F K  FEFTRA, Vacapes 
MISSILEX, Vacapes 


