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COMMAND HISTORY, 1 JANUARY - 31 DECEMBER 1974 

Calendar yea r  1974 began with "work-ups" i n  prepara t ion  
f o r  a Mediterranean deployment scheduled 11 March. On 
7 January,  VAW-126, embarked i n  USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59) a s  
a component of Attack C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SEVENTEEN commenced 
an a t  s e a  per iod  during which TYT TWO/THREE and an Opera-
t i o n a l  Readiness Evaluation (ORE) were completed. The 
success  o f  t h e  squadron's coordinated and aggress ive  t r a i n -  
i n g  program was r e f l e c t e d  by an a d j e c t i v e  grade of "Out-
s tanding" ,  which was t h e  h ighes t  grade e v e r  received by an 
Eas t  Coast VAW Squadron f o r  i t s  performance during on ORE. 

Returning on 31 January t h e  squadron continued t r a i n i n g  
while  moving from i t s  assigned hangar spaces a t  NAS Norfolk 
t o  aboard USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59) . 
On 7 February VAW-126 he ld  i t s  5 th  Change of Command as  CDR 
David M. KLETTER r e l i e v e d  CDR Harold J. BERNSEN. CDR KLETTER 
had served a s  t h e  squadron's Executive O f f i c e r  during t h e  
p a s t  year .  CDR BERNSEN detached t o  t r a i n  f o r  h i s  next  assign-
ment a s  Navigation O f f i c e r  aboard FORRESTAL. 

On 11 March VAW-126 departed Norfolk, Vi rg in ia  f o r  t h e  
squadron's f o u r t h  consecutive Mediterranean deployment aboard 
FORRESTAL. During t h e  deployment t h e  squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  s e v e r a l  exe rc i ses  and i n  J u l y  when open h o s t i l i t i e s  broke 
ou t  i n  Cyprus t h e  FORRESTAL was again tasked. The S ix th  F l e e t  
was c a l l e d  upon t o  provide a s t a b i l i z i n g  in f luence  during 
t h e  Cypriot c o n f l i c t .  I n  support  of S i x t h  F l e e t  e f f o r t s ,  
VAW-126 flew over  150 hours of a i rborne  s u r v e i l l a n c e  and 
spent  a second unbroken 30 days a t -sea  with around-the-clock 
f l i g h t  opera t ion .  

An unexpected and unusual one month extension was received 
and on t h e  morning of 9 September while  t h e  FORRESTAL was 
homeward bound, VAW-126 cross-decked i t s  men, E-2B a i r c r a f t ,  
and 32,000 l b s ,  of equipment t o  USS AMERICA (CVA-66) i n  t h e  
A t l a n t i c ,  achieving another  VAW Eas t  Coast f i r s t ,  This f i r s t  
mid-ocean t r a n s f e r  of an E-2 squadron from s h i p  t o  s h i p  pro- 
vided CVW-8 with AEW a s s e t s  f o r  t h e  annual e x e r c i s e ,  Northern 
Merger. Despite t h e  inclement weather t h e  squadron received 
t h e  A i r  Wing's Top Tailhook Award f o r  Northern Merger. 

The squadron re turned  t o  NAS, Norfolk on 11 October and soon 
af terward t r a n s f e r e d  t h e  l a s t  of i t s  E-2B a i r c r a f t  t o  West 
Coast squadrons. Since re tu rn ing  t o  NAS, Norfolk t h e  squad- 
ron has begun i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  of a l l  personnel i n  pre- 
pa ra t ion  f o r  rece iv ing  t h e  new Grumman E-2C Hawkeye a i r c r a f t ,  
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scheduled f o r  de l ive ry  i n  February. 

During Calendar Year 1974 VAW-126 deployed aboard USS FOR-
RESTAL f o r  a s i x  month Mediterranean c r u i s e  and aboard USS 
AMERICA f o r  a one month North A t l a n t i c  deployment. The 
squadron flew a t o t a l  of 1,549.1 hours i n  535 s o r t i e s  and 
completed 4 4 2  c a r r i e r  a r r e s t e d  landings.  The squadron re-
ceived t h e  COMNAVAIRLANT 5-year acc ident  f r e e  c i t a t i o n  i n  
A p r i l  and was awarded t h e  coveted NAVAIRLANT B a t t l e  E f f i -  
ciency "E" f o r  1973-1974. 
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