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CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR EVENTS 


2 J u l y  1971. VAW-126 r e t u r n e d  t o  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  aboard 
F F O R R E S T A L  CCVA-591, complet i n g  i t s  second Medi- 

te r ranoan deployment-

13-16 August 1971- With two VAW-126 p i  l o t s  a t  t h e  con t ro l s ,  
BUN0 151102 became t h e  f i r s t  E-2 t o  f l v  across t h e  
A t l a n t i c -

10 September - 21  October 1971- A 1  1 VAW-126 E-2B a i r c r a f t  
were grounded wh i l e  p r o p e l l e r s  were removed and inspec-
t e d  f o r  areas o f  p o s s i b l e  metal f a t i g u e .  

1q September 1971. V ice Admiral Robert  L -  Townsend, COMNAVAIRLANT, 
p resented  t h e  NAVAIRLANT " B a t t l e  En and t h e  CNO Avi-
a t i o n  Sa fe t y  Award t o  VAW-126. 

15-16 November 1971. VAW-126 deployed t o  NAS Jacksonv i l  le, 
F l o r i d a  t o  opera te  asacomponent o f  "Orange" f o r c e s  
opposing t h e  USS JOHN F - KENNEDY CCVA-671 i n  an 
Operat iona l  Readiness Exerc i  se- 

16-30 December 1971. VAW-126 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Exerc ise  Blue 
Ax, a Second Marine A i r  Wing exe rc i se  designed t o  p ro -  
v i d e  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  use o f  MTDS {L ink  111 and L i n k  V 
{automat ic i n t e r c e p t o r  c o n t r o l  1-
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B A S I C  N A R R A T I V E  


The second ha l f  of calendar year 1971 was essent ia1 l y  a per iod  
o f  shore-based t r a i n i n g  f o r  VAW-126. USS FORRESTAL CCVA-591 
returned the squadron t o  i t s  Norfolk home on 2 Ju ly  and sho r t l y  
the rea f te r  commenced a major overhaul a t  Norfo lk  Naval Ship-
yard which continued i n t o  1972- The squadron, meanwhi le, 
enjoyed a t h i r t y  day post deployment per iod  dur ing which most 
personnel took long-awaited leave- During t h i s  per iod-  E-2B 
BUNO 149819 was del ivered t o  the loca l  Naval A i r  Rework Faci I-
i t y  f o r  r e p a i r s  t o  i t s  p o r t  wingt ip and empennage, which had 
been severely damaged when, on one of i t s  l a s t  days i n  the 
Mediterranean, FORRESTAL and an accompanying o i l e r  c o l l  ided 
during a r e f u e l i n g  evolut ion.  Later i n  July, another a i r -
c r a f t  was t r ans fe r red  t o  VAW-125 i n  accordance w i th  Wing 
TWELVE'S p o l i c y  o f  g i v i n g  the greatest  share o f  i t s  l i m i t e d  
a i r c r a f t  resources t o  those squadrons w i th  the  shortest  t ime 
remaining before t h e i r  next deployments. 

With no major commitments o f  i t s  own i n  the l a t e  summer, the 
squadron was able t o  support two other  operat ions o f  i n te res t  
t o  the  e n t i r e  V A W  community. Beginning i n  ea r l y  August- small 
groups o f  maintenance personnel were ordered on a r o t a t i n g  
basis t o  NAS Patuxent River, Maryland t o  support f 1 i g h t  t e s t  
operat ions evaluat ing the A I M S  €IFF> i n s t a l l a t i o n  i n  the E-2 
and a new p i lo t -ac tua ted  cabin f i r e  ext inguisher system. The 
a i r c r a f t  used f o r  these t e s t s -  BUNO 152476, was t r ans fe r red  
t o  VAW-126 a t  t h e i r  conclusion i n  December. I n  add i t i on -  
Commander Carr ie r  Airborne Ear l y  Warning Wing TWELVE chose the 
squadron t o  f e r r y  an E-2 across the A t 1  a n t i c  f o r  del i ve ry  t o  
USS A M E R I C A  and VAW-124 as a replacement f o r  one o f  the  l a t t e r ' s  
a i r c r a f t  which had l o s t  a p rope l l e r  i n  f l i g h t -  VAW-126 received 
a f r e s h l y  reworked a i r c r a f t ,  BUNO 151702- from NARF North 
1st and, brought it t o  a f u l  l y  "up" status, and t e s t - f  lew it 
p r i o r  t o  i t s  departure f o r  the Mediterranean on 13 August- 
The f l i g h t ,  which involved stops a t  S t - John's, Newfoundland; 
Lajes i n  the  Azores; Rota, Spain; and Naples, was a h i s to r y -  
maker o f  so r t s  i n  t h a t  it marked the  f i r s t  occasion on which 
an E-2 had been f lown across the A t l a n t i c - The p i l o t  and co- 
p i l o t  f o r  the  f l i g h t  were CDR F loyd A - Friesen, Commanding 
Officer o f  VAW-126, and LT Wi l l iam T. Broadhurst respec- 
t i v e l y .  The crewmen were LCDR Robert A. Duvall o f  the  Wing 
TWELVE staffl A T 1  Charles W - Glass, and AE2 Dar re l l  McCray-

The investigation o f  t h e  VAW-129 p r o p e l l e r - f a i l u r e  accident 
l e d  t o  the  decis ion t o  ground a l l  E-2 and C-2 a i r c r a f t  whi le 
t h e i r  p rope l l e r s  were removed- inspected f o r  corros ion o r  
scratches- and repa i red as necessary. Because it was not  
deployed and had no major operat ional o r  t r a i n i n g  commitments 
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scheduled i n  t h e  near fu tu re ,  VAW-126 was t h e  l a s t  E-2 squadron 
on t h e  East Coast t o  r e c e i v e  newly inspected props, and from 
10 September t o  21 October it conducted no f l i g h t  opera t ions  
whatsoever- I t  was thus  necessary, p r i o r  t o  t h e  resumption 
o f  f l y i n g ,  t o  conduct an ex tens ive  "Back i n  t h e  Saddle" pro-
gram o f  rev iewing  s a f e t y  and opera t i ng  procedures, and t o  f l y  
i n t e n s i v e l y  once a i r c r a f t  d i d  become a v a i l a b l e  i n  o rder  t o  b r i n g  
a i rc rews back t o  t h e i r  normal p r o f i c i e n c y .  

On 15 and 16 November t h e  squadron was deployed t o  NAS Jackson-
v i l l e  as a p a r t  o f  Task Force 29, t h e  "Orange" f o r c e s  opposing 
t h e  USS JOHN F -  KENNEDY ICVA-673 and o ther  "Blue" u n i t s  invo lved 
i n  an Operat ional  Readiness Exerc ise p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  Mediterranean 
c r u i s e - The E-2's miss ion was p r i m a r i l y  t o  a i d  i n  t h e  search 
f o r  "Blue" sh ips  and vec tor  s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  aga ins t  them. Un-
f o r t u n a t e l y ,  due t o  t h e  unexpected e a r l y  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
exercise, t h e  squadron f l e w  o n l y  two s o r t i e s  i n  what had been 
scheduled as an around-the-clock operat ion.  Dur ing t h e  l a t t e r  
h a l f  o f  December, VAW-126 a i r c r a f t  served as L i n k  11 {Tac t i ca l  
Data System3 t e r m i n a l s  i n  Exerc ise Blue Ax, a Second Marine 
A i r  Wing {Cherry Po in t3  exerc ise  designed t o  p rov ide  a thorough 
t e s t  o f  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  Marine T a c t i c a l  Data System- 

VAW-126 was awarded bo th  t h e  NAVAIRLANT B a t t l e  Readiness E f f i -
c iency  "En and t h e  Chief  o f  Naval Operations Safety  Award f o r  
ou ts tand ing  performance du r ing  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  grad ing  cyc les  
ending 30 June 1971. Vice Admiral Robert L a  Townsend, Com-
mander Naval A i r  Force, U.S. A t l a n t i c  F lee t ,  presented b o t h  
awards i n  a formal ceremony be fo re  a l l  hands on 1 4  September L97L. 
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E-2B AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED TO VAW-126 
1 Ju ly  - 31 December 1971 

Bureau Number S ta tus  

On board e n t i r e  p e r i o d ?  bu t  undergoing 
r e p a i r s  a t  NARF N o r f o l k  6  Ju l y  -
10 December. 

151722 Trans fer red  t o  VAW-125 27 July.  

Received 22 December f rom se rv i ce  t e s t  
f a c i l i t y ,  NAS Patuxent R i v e r ?  Maryland. 

152479 Received 22 October from VAW-124. 

152482 Trans fer red  t o  VAW-122 LO August 1971. 

152488 On board e n t i r e  per iod .  


