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CHRONOLOGY 

Squadron commissioned a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n ,  
m or folk, Virg in ia .  

VAW-126 commenced i t s  f i r s t  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n -
ing  period a t  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, aboard 
USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59) . 

VAW-126 proceeded aboard USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59) 
o f f  t h e  coas t  of  Mayport, F lo r ida  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  
phases of r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  and t h e  Operational 
Readiness Inspect ion  which w a s  given on 3 t o  
5 November. The Squadron received t h e  h ighes t  
grade ever  given t o  an Eas t  Coast VAW squadron 
on i t s  f i r s t  O R I .  

VAW-126 departed Norfolk, Vi rg in ia  aboard 
USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59) on i t s  f i r s t  Mediterra- 
nean deployment. 

VAW-126 inchopped t o  t h e  S ix th  F l e e t .  A 
schedule of p o r t  v i s i t s  is  included i n  
enclosure ( 3 ) .  

VAW-126 aboard USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59) 
r e l i e v e d  VAW-121 detachment aboard USS 
JOHN F. KENNEDY a t  S t .  P a u l ' s  Bay, Palma, 
Majorca. 

CDR A. W. OLDHAM, USN, w a s  r e l i e v e d  as 
commanding O f f i c e r  by CDR R. M. HARP, USN. 

VAW-126 aboard USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59) was 
r e l i e v e d  by VAW-123 aboard USS SARATOGA (CVA-60) 
a t  Barcelona, Spain. USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59) 
s a i l e d  f o r  Norfolk, Virg in ia .  

I Enclosure (1) I 



BASIC NARRATIVES 

On Apr i l  1969 a combined eersmony was held incorpora t ing  
t h e  change e f  command of C a r r i e r  Airborne Barly Warning 
Wing TWELVE frem Captain S. Lo CORNER, US# b Captain 
T. D. QUIWN, USN, and t he  commissioning of Ca r r i e r  
Airborne Early Warning Squadron ONE HUNDBBD TW1ENTY-SXX 
as t h e  s i x t h  and f i n a l  B-2A squadren on the Bast Coast. 
The squadron's f i r e t  cearnnding e f f i c e r  wae CDR Albert  
W. OLDHAM, US#. Homep.rted a t  Naval Air Sta t i e a ,  Herfolk, 
Virginia ,  VAW-126 is under the epera t iona l  wmaand of 
C-ander C a r r i e r  Airberae Barly Warning Wing TWELVE. 

Aa an B-2A squadron, l?lhW1126 has a s  its prime m i a d o n  
Ca r r i e r  Airbeme Barly Warning, also pmssessing uapabil- 
i t ies fer auch aecrondary missions am i n t e r c e p t  c en t r e1  
andl @ t r i k e  c e n t r e l ,  A t  commieeioning, the 86)uadron 
had 2 a i r c r a f t ,  24 e f f i c e r e ,  and 38 e n l i s t e d  men. When 
t h e  aquadmn deployed abeard USS FORRESTAL, CVA-59, w i t h  
a f u l l  compliment of 4 a i r c r a f t ,  25 officers, and 126 
an l i e t ad  men, it uame under the  operat ional  cornrand of 
Attaak C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SEVBNTEBN . 
Frgm 11August t e  26 September 1969, VAhT-126 engaged in 
re f resher  t r a i n i n g  abeard USS FORRESTAL. Altheugh t h e  
squadron waa usual ly  ab le  to launch an  a i r c r a f t  when 
scheduled, t h e  c r u i s e  was afA&rrting experience i n  
s eve ra l  reapeat., The A v i ~ n i c epersonnel general ly 
lacked s u f f i c i e n t  experience to t roubleshoot  the  ATDS 
system, and t h e  ship'a Supply Departmeat proved t;o have 
an i neu f f i e i en t  s tock  of needed par t s .  The presence 
of a GFU~~R/COMNAVAIRLAYTSupply Representat i v e  abaard 
sh ip  was a g r e a t  help, hewever, i n  a l l e v i a t i n g  t h e  
l a t t e r  problap. Inexperience waa probably alao a aen-
t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  causing raix minor a i r c r a f t  Wcruncbes*. 

Only one Squadmn a i r c r a f t  ha4 a genera l ly  r e l i a b l e  
computer system during t h i s  period, and it unfortunately 
had repeated problems with its IFF interrogation g e a ~ ,  



Ae a r e s u l t ,  f l i g h t  crews freqrttn&;Lr the ATDS 
i n  *degraded rne~dean. The squadron a t  t h e  t i m e  had only 
four Fl ight  Technicians and l e a s  than a f u l l  complement 
ef Naval Fl ight  Officers ,  none of whom had any previous 
operat ional  experience i n  t h e  B-2, Flying i n  less than 
per fec t  a i r c r a f t ,  they were only able  t a  complete about 
one t h i r d  qf aseignd a i r  con t ro l  m d  strike centre1 
mi&!#aiom. 

The perfermance of t h e  high frequency data l i n k  with t h e  
NTDS da ta  l i n k  systtm was less than sa t i s f ac to ry ;  t h e  
syetcu was operat ional  f o r  only 7,3 of n inety  f l i g h t  
hours, and a successful  two-way exchange of da ta  was 
rare.  

Other problems plaguing t h e  squadron w a r e  the  necess i ty  
t o  change an engine on what ware okherwise the most 
r e l i a b l e  a i r c r a f t  h e n  m e t a l  p a r t i c l e s  w e r e  di scovered 
i n  t h e  o i l  pump, a& the  general2y unsat is factory  perfor- 
mance of t h e  e l ec t ron ic s  gear when operat ing t h a t  equip- 
m e n t  on t h e  sh ip  fo r  test  purposes. The un i t  proved 
incapable of supplying s u f f i c i e n t  coolsd -and dehumidified 
a i r  during aperat ions i n  t h e  Caribbean; moreover, t h e  hose 
i n  one u n i t  d i s in tegra ted  in t e rna l ly  and b l w  b i t s  of 
aludnum f o i l  i n t o  the rblack boxesY of one a i r c r a f t .  

VAW-126 boarded t h e  HIKRESTM. once more on 24 October f o r  
its Operational Readiness Inspection cruise. The squadron* a 
readiness had been appreciably enhanced during the  period 
ashore by t;he work of a team of c i v i l i a n  s p e c i a l i s t s  whe 
thorougIhly checked tha avionics system of t w o  a i r c r a f t .  
More eenior  maintenance personnel had arr ived,  and the  
squadron began the  process of t r a in ing  inexperienced men 
to become specialist^ i n  one very spec i f i c  a rea  of the  ATDS, 
Factory represaniratives accompanied the squadron to  a i d  i n  
maintenance and t r a in ing ,  From 25 October t o  1November 
t he  squadron flew seventy hours i n  preparat ion f o r  t he  
inspection,  which took place  on 3-5 November. The inspect-
ion itself involved forty-three hours of t r ip le -cyc le  
f l i f i t e ,  i n  which t h e  B-2 1s w e r e  scheduled fo r  over-lapping 



per iods  so t h a t  f o r  the  f i r s t  and t h i r d  cycle of each 
f l i g h t ,  twa planes were airborne. 

Throughout t h e  ORI VAW-126 had a mission-ready a i r c r a f t  
avai lablq  f o r  every launch with a spare  a i r c r a f t  avai l -  
ab le  on the  f l i g h t  deck i n  case  of unexpected d i f f i c u l t i e s .  
The performance of the data  l i n k  impraved spectacularly;  
i n  fo r ty  hours of attempted operations, a ~ u c c e s s f u l  
exchange of da ta  was accomplished fo r  over twenty-one 
hours. The effortsi  of equadron personnel were rewarded 
with a grade of 88,12, t h e  second highsst  awarded t o  the 
Air Wiw, 

Other than t h e  need to replace a propel ler  damaged during 
a i r c r a f t  handling aboard ship, no unusual maintenance 
problame arose, 

The  IFF problem i n  one of the squadrons a i r c r a f t  was solved 
by replacing the ro t a ry  joint l ink ing  t h e  IFF t ransmi t te r  
t o  the ro t a ry  antenna, 

With YAW-126 aboard, the FORRESTAL s a i l e d  for the Meditem 
ransan on 2 December, While cross ing t h e  At lant ic  the  
oquadron provided ear ly  warning few t he  ehip i n  antioipa- 
t i o n  of reconnaissance f l i & t a  by Soviet Aircraf t .  

After selfeving  t h e  U S S  JOHN F *  KENNEDY a t  Majorca, t h e  
FORRESTAL commenced operat ions i n  the Mediterranean which 
are sumnarized i n  operat ions report^ included i n  enclosure 
( 3 ) .  

Specia l  t o p i c s  cevering such area. a8 Operational a t a t i s t i c s  
f l i g h t  hours, weapons systems, t a c t i co ,  Iegistics, etc. 
a r e  included i n  f u l l  i n  the Decwantary Annexes, 

Enclosure (2 


