
SQUADRON HISTORY 
CARRIER AIRBONE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON ONE TWO FIVE 

VAW- 125, known as the Torch Bearers or Tigertails, was commissioned on October 1, 1968, at 
Naval Air Station, Norfolk. The squadron's initial supporting command was Carrier Air Wing THREE 
(CVW-3) deploying aboard USS SARATOGA (CVA 60). While with CVW-3, VAW-125 became the first 
East Coast squadron to take delivery of the new E-2B Hawkeye. 

In the early 19707s, VAW-125 reported to Carrier Air Wing ONE (CVW-1) and made several 
Mediterranean Sea deployments aboard USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CVA 67), including a deployment with 
the newest version of the Hawkeye, the E-2C in 1975. In December 1976, Vice Admiral Greed, 
COMNAVAIRLANT, uresented VAW-125 with the COMNAVAIRLANT Battle " E  for readiness, the 
CINCLANTFLT olden Anchor" A e CNO Safety "S'Award. VAW-
125 is believed to be the first Navy unit to win oBthreeawa&-in the ~ p m eyear. IA June 1978, VAW-125 
took the E-2C's newest weapons system upgrade, the Mvaaoad Rath Proassing System (ARPS), to sea 
for the first time. 

The Tigertails 'pwmstastdpmmt to(=arricar Air Wing 9ElBNTlBN(CVW-17) began in 
November 1979, with theBqUaQOllx d i q  their eighth M e d i t e m  Sea mymcnt,  this time aboard 
USS FORRESTAL (CV59). While deployed in August 198 1, VAW-125 participated m Freedom of 
Navigation Operations in tfae CentralM-can Sea, during which two Libyan Mi& were destroyed 
after attacking Battle Groupaircraft. Upon return from deployment, the squadron participeted in two 
national tasking missioas thatVAW squndrons would be assignal wer  the next twcntyplw years, first 
providing range control services for the Mcondlaunch of the NASA space shuttle, STS-2,aad second 
providing detection and monitoring servioee in the first E-2CChat=-Drug tasking, Operation 
THUNDERBOLT. 

In May 1983,CVW-17 paired with USS SARATOGA (CV60). Ddag  work-up$, the squadron 
operationallyg v a l W  several E-2C weepons systems upgrades m anovwlaud ewhmmng including the 
APS- 138 radar, TRAC-Arotdow, aad tbt ALR-73passive cbctkmsystem 

While on routine deployment inC)ctabea 1989, the ll&r?uihphycd an htmmenWrole in the 
successful inter- of the Egyptian airlinarcarrying the hijackers of tho Mianeruist ship*Achille Lauro. 
Tigertail aircrew q x bd h d y  to thehijackers, convincingthem thet the were coming 
fiom the two VF-103NP-74 F-14son thcir wing and p e e the aid* todivert into NAS Sigonella, 
IT. In August 1988, tfie Tiger&& deployed aboard USS INDEPENDENCE(CV62) foran "Around the 
Horn" cruise to San Bego, CA. 

In August 1990, CVW-17 aboard USS SARATOGA (y68)tqBidly raspoaded to the Iraq 
invasion of Kuwait by deployhgto the Rod Sea Mawkeyos 6am VAW-125 andCVW3's VAW-126 flew 
around-the-clock as the force build-up of Opc;rrdionDESERT SHIELDcontimi6d. VAW-125 flew over 
890 combat hours controlIing strikes on Iraqi f t q p  whib providing AEW coverage for the Red Sea Battle 
Group. On 17January 199 1, RgertaiI &octcd &lraqi MK3-2 1s t&mtening their strike package. 
Tigertd controllers vectored two VFA-81FIA-18s towatd the MGs and recorded the only Navy fixed-

In January 1994, the Tri-ge&&s deployeb aboard USS SPiRA'EQGA @' 60) for its final sail. 
During the deployment, the Tigertails joins$ U A m - f v .Qyi8@;hmpport of Operations DENY FLIGHT 
and PROVIDE PROMISE. The Tigertails conducted operational tests of the Navy's newest Mini-DAMA 
Satellite Communication Suite. Using this new system, the Tigertails, for the first time, hnctioned as an 
Airborne Battlefield Command and Control Center (ABCCC), a mission that continues to grow in emphasis 
to present day. 

With the decommissioning of USS SARATOGA (CV60), VAW-125 and CVW-17 were paired 
USS ENTERPRISE (CVN 65). After completing a two-month Counter-Drug assignment at Naval Station 
Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, the Tigertails deployed to the Mediterranean Sea aboard USS 
ENTERPRISE (CVN 65) in June 1996. In July, the Tigertails again joined NATO forces in the former 
Yugoslavia, this time in support of Operation JOINT ENDEAVOR. In September USS ENTERPRISE 
moved to respond to mounting tensions in Southwest Asia, and while supporting Operation SOUTHERN 
WATCH over the next three months, VAW-125 played a vital role in the enforcement of the southern Iraq 



no-fly zone. Additionally, Tigertail pilots earned the CVW- 17 "Top Hook" Award for camer landing 
performance. The squadron was duly recognized for its achievements in 1996, being awarded the 
COMNAVAIRLANT Battle Efficiency ,and the VAW community's AEW 
Excellence Award. 

In March 1997 

was in excess of 20,000 pounds of cocaiuc, which was the largest Atlantic sciaua in SwenthDistrict Coast 
Guard history. FotbwingtbeCounter-Drugdetachment,the s q d m n  trans i t id  to theE-2CGroup I1 
(Nav Upgrade) airPrame. Diverse operational Wking followed includingpost- No& Carolina 
SAR missions end two CNO Special Projects in Joint Tactical lnformatfon DataSystem (JTIDS)exercises 
as well as standard ~ ~ y m e n t  cycle operations. In June of 2000, the Z?,gdIs andCVW-17 
deployed aboard USS GEORGEWAS-TON supportingO p m t hSOUTHERN WATCH,JOINT 
FORCEIJOINTGUARDUN 8s well oeNATO Exercise DESTINEDGLORY.The oquaQonwas again 
awarded the COhANAVAIlUAW Bath "EMfor readiness. 

Within bQuts of the u n p r c d w  terrorist attacks and nadoaalnisbof 11 September 2001, 
squadron personnel were embarkedat sea, leaving NSNorfdk with miairnel hghtk support and literally 
nothing more than the shirts on theirbacks. Transported to USS GEBRGE WASEaKiTON,VAW-125 
maintenance personnel immediatelybegan dcciicatadaim& )atlnchand recoveryopaations while others 
prepared ship spaces, atabIfshadsupplym@amts, and &ad tincsof communication to support 
Operation NOBLE EAGLE. Squdmnaimail flew nuawxous CommnadandControl missions in the New 
York City vicinity in the days Epbwing the attacksasoommapiatair traffic slowly resumed. 

In Juna of 2002, the TlgertaUr aad CVW-17ngahdcploycdawrsrdUSS GEORGE 
WASHINGTQN. The Battle Groupphpd dtal roles inOperationaMHTRING FREEDOM over 
Afghanistan and Operation SOUTHERN WATCH in Iraq, pepping the battlefield for Operation IRAQI 
FREED&& For thrs^ deployment, the won the CThV-17"1E~'Hook"ward,  i&ding fiv~r&fsix 
line periods, ahe inaugural MiWINGLANT'hp Ho& Award, and &GOMMAWAIRIA#T M e  "E." 

In A m  2003i+$he Tigertail$ k a m a tlPe first East Coast squab@ to m i t i o n  to &2C 
Hawkeye 2000, wW31 ianpmd e l e c ~  @a&mpFm d  vapor cycle system misSio5.~ and display 
stations, and Cooperave E n g a m n t  Capabitity (CEC). The squadron wab i g n a t e & ~operationally 
evaluate the ANtUSG-3 airborne nodeoftbb Navy's net-centricrCBC -or fusion system. 

On October 1,2003 VAW-125 achieved a milestone of 35 years and 68,000 flight hours Class 
"A" mishap-free. This record serves as a testament to safety awareness throughout the command's 
existence. VAW-125 stands ready to meet its worldwide commitments and responsibilities in the long- 
standing Tigertail tradition of being Torchbearersfor our nation's forces. 


