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SQUADRON HISTORY
CARRIER AIRBONE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON ONE TWO FIVE

VAW-125, known as the Torch Bearers or Tigertails, was commissioned on October 1, 1968, at
Naval Air Station, Norfolk. The squadron’s initial supporting command was Carrier Air Wing THREE
(CVW-3) deploying aboard USS SARATOGA (CVA 60). While with CVW-3, VAW-125 became the first
East Coast squadron to take delivery of the new E-2B Hawkeye.

In the early 1970°s, VAW-125 reported to Carrier Air Wing ONE (CVW-1) and made several
Mediterranean Sea deployments aboard USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CVA 67), including a deployment with
the newest version of the Hawkeye, the E-2C in 1975. In December 1976, Vice Admiral Greed,
COMNAVAIRLANT, presented VAW-125 with COMNAVAIRLANT Battle “E” for readiness, the
CINCLANTFLT “Golden Anchor” Awar ‘ e CNO Safety “S” Award. VAW-
125 is believed to be the first Navy ime year. In June 1978, VAW-125
took the E-2C’s newest weapons ing System (ARPS), to sea
for the first time. :

The Tigertails’.
November 1979, with the
USS FORRESTAL
Navigation Opera
after attacking B
national tasking
providing range

-17) began in
this time aboard

from the two VF-103/
IT. In August 198
Horn” cruise to San

PROMISE in the Yugoslam n recognition of the achmemenrs durmg thls
125 received the 1992 COMNAVAIRLANT Battle Efficiency A v

n January 1994, the Tigwtmls deployed aboard USS SARATQGA (CV 60) for its final sail.
During the deployment, the Tigertails joined NATO forces flying in support of Operations DENY FLIGHT
and PROVIDE PROMISE. The Tigertails conducted operational tests of the Navy’s newest Mini-DAMA
Satellite Communication Suite. Using this new system, the Tigertails, for the first time, functioned as an
Airborne Battlefield Command and Control Center (ABCCC), a mission that continues to grow in emphasis
to present day.

With the decommissioning of USS SARATOGA (CV 60), VAW-125 and CVW-17 were paired
USS ENTERPRISE (CVN 65). After completing a two-month Counter-Drug assignment at Naval Station
Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, the Tigertails deployed to the Mediterranean Sea aboard USS
ENTERPRISE (CVN 65) in June 1996. In July, the Tigertails again joined NATO forces in the former
Yugoslavia, this time in support of Operation JOINT ENDEAVOR. In September USS ENTERPRISE
moved to respond to mounting tensions in Southwest Asia, and while supporting Operation SOUTHERN
WATCH over the next three months, VAW-125 played a vital role in the enforcement of the southern Iraq



no-fly zone. Additionally, Tigertail pilots earned the CVW-17 “Top Hook” Award for carrier landing
performance. The squadron was duly recognized for its achievements in 1996, being awarded the
COMNAVAIRLANT Battle Efficiency Aw; ty Award, and the VAW community’s AEW
Excellence Award. ’ 4
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On October 1 2003 VAW-125 achleved a rmlestone of 35 years and 68,000 ﬂlght hours Class
“A” mishap-free. This record serves as a testament to safety awareness throughout the command’s
existence. VAW-125 stands ready to meet its worldwide commitments and responsibilities in the long-
standing Tigertail tradition of being Torchbearers for our nation’s forces.



