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From: Commanding Of f icer ,  Carr ie r  Airborne Ear ly  Warning Squadron 
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To: Chief o f  Naval Operations (OP-0502) 

Subj : Command Hi  s t o r y  (OPNAV Report 5750-1 ) 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12C 

Encl: (1) Command Organization and Mission I 

(2 Chronological I t i n e r a r y  (C) 

( 3  Biography o f  Comnander .Harold E. SELIGSON, USN
1 

(4)1 Special Topics (C) 
(5) YAW-1 25 O f f i c e r  Precedence L i  s t  
(6 )  YAW-125 En1isted Personnel Assigned 1 

(7)I VAW-125 Per iod ic  Operating Reports f o r  1979 (C) 

1. I n  accordance w i t h  reference (a), Carr ie r  Airborne Ear l y  Warning 
Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE Command H is to ry  i s  submitted as 
enclosures (1) through (7). 

I 

Copy t o :  

D i rec tor  o f  Navy Hi s to ry  

COMN AVAI RLANT . 
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COMMAND ORGAN IZATI ON AND MISS ION 


1. The Command. The Squadron I s  Commandi ng Off icers: dur ing the year 1979 
and t h e i r  dates o f  comnand were as fo l lows : 

Commander Wi l l iam J ,  MOOBERRY 1 October 1978 - 26 October 1979 

Commander Harold E. SELIGSON 26 October 1979 - Present 

2. The Mission o f  VAN-125 

a. The primary mission o f  YAW-125 i s  t o  provide u n i t s  o f  the f l e e t  
w i t h  ea r l y  detect ion and warning o f  approaching enemy forces. The p r i n c i p l e  
i s  as o l d  as warfare i t s e l f ,  bu t  as pract iced by YAW-125, involves t he  
use o f  long range radar and sophist icated computer-control l e d  e l ec t r on i c  
systems t o  detect, i d e n t i f y  and repo r t  enemy contacts wh i le  s t i  11 many 
mi les from the Task Force. 

b. The squadron's a i r c r a f t ,  t he  Grumman b u i l t  E-2C I'HAWKEYE", i s  a 
tw in  engine turbo-prop capable o f  reaching a s t a t i o n  we l l  ahead o f  the 
force a t  speeds up t o  300 knots and a l t i t u d e s  t o  30,000 feet .  The E-2C 
w i t h  i t s  80 f oo t  wing span and gross weight o f  over 25 tons, i s  one o f  
the  la rges t  a i r c r a f t  operated from the deck o f  an a i r c r a f t  ca r r i e r .  The 
crew consists o f  a p i l o t ,  co-p i lo t ,  combat in format ion center o f f i ce r ,  a i r  
cont ro l  o f f i c e r  and f l i g h t  technician, who f l y  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and operate 
t he  complex e l ec t r on i c  equi pment whIch i t  car r ies .  This equipment , 
co l  l e c t i  r e l y  ca l l ed  t h e  Airborne Tac t i ca l  Data System, forms an ai rborne 
extension o f  t h e  modern Navy Tac t i ca l  Data System employed aboard a l l  o f  
our newer warships. The heart  o f  t h e  ATDS i s  a powerful , long range radar 
which t ransmits i t s  energy through t h e  24 foo t  r o t a t i n g  antenna dome atop 
t h e  a i r c ra f t .  

c. Contacts detected by the  ~ a d a r  are analyzed and i d e n t i f i e d  by 
computer-control 1 ed e l ec t r on i c  subsystems which simultaneously d i sp lay  t he  
contacts t o  the  operators and automat ica l ly  repor t  them back t o  t he  
Task Force Comnander. The E-2C a lso has a Passive Detect ion System which 
can a i d  i n  the  possib le i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  unknown contacts and detect ion 
o f  enemy a i r c r a f t  o r  ships before they would be w i t h i n  radar range. I f  a 
contact i s  a t h rea t  t o  t h e  force, a i r c r a f t  can be immediately dispatched 
t o  i n t e r cep t  it, and i f  necessary, destnoy it. The i n t e r cep t i ng  a i r c r a f t  
are d i rec ted  i n  t h i s  f l i g h t  by t h e  E-2C's computer through a rad io  Data 
Link. This assures t h a t  the a i r c r a f t  reaches a pos i t i on  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
the  t a r g e t  t o  permit f i n a l  v isua l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and at tack.  
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d. The inherent f l ex ib i l i t y  of the ATDS, when operated by the highly 
trained f l igh t  crews, a1 lows i t s  use i n  a variety of secondary missions. 
Significant among these are i t s  use i n  directing Strike Aircraft  t o  t h e i r  
ta rge ts ,  as an automatic radio relay t o  a s s i s t  i n  long range comnunications, 
and i n  the vi ta l  role of control and coordination d u r i n g  search and rescue 
missions. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL ITINERARY 


The f o l l ow ing  i s  a chronological i t i n e r a r y  o f  VAW-125 a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  1979. 


1 January 
8 January 

13 January 

28 January 

9 February 
1 March 
1 A p r i l  
1 May 
1 Jurie 

10 June 
20 June 

1 Ju ly  
1 August 

16 August 
30 August 
1 Septelrrber 

18 September 
23 September 
27 September 
29 September 
12 October 
15 October 
20 October 

1 November 
17 November 
20 November 
27 November 

9 December 
14 December 
21 December 

- 8 January - 12 January - 24 January 
- 24 January - 25 January - 26 January - 27 January - 8 February - 8 February - 28 February - 31 March - 30 A p r i l  - 31May- 9 June - 19 June - 30 June - 31 Ju l y  - 15August- 30 August - 31 August - 17 September - 22 September 
- 26 September 
- 28 September - 11 October - 14 October - 20 October - 311 October - 16 November - 20 November - 26November - 8 December - 13 December - 20 December 
- 31 December 

Inpor t :  Naples, I t a l y  
ASW Week 
Inpor t :  Malaga ,Spain 
T rans i t  t o  Rota, Spain 
Inpor t :  Rota, Spain 
OPS : Eastern At1 a n t i c  
OUTCHOP: Rota, Spai n 
T rans i t  t o  Norfo lk,  V i r g i n i a  
A r r i ve  P ie r  12 
Shore based NAS Nor fo lk  
Shore based NAS Nor fo lk  
Shore based NAS Nor fo lk  
Shore based NAS Nor fo lk  
Shore based NAS Nor fo lk  
TYT I 
Shore based HAS Nor fo lk  
Shore based NAS Nor fo lk  
Shore based NAS Nor fo lk  
TYT I 1  
Shore based NAS Nor fo l  k 
Shore based NAS Nor fo lk  
TYT 111, Phase 1, JAX OP Area 
I npo r t  : Mayport, F lo r ida  
T rans i t  t o  Puerto Rico OP Area 
TYT I11, Phase 2/COMPTUEX 1-80 (Orange Force) 
ORE 
Trans i t  : Mayport, F lo r ida  
Shore based NAS Nor fo lk  
Shore based NAS Nor fo lk  
REFTRA: JAX OP Area 
Shore based NAS Nor fo lk  
T rans i t  t o  Mediterranean 
INCHOP: Rota, Spain 
MULTIPLEX 1-80 
I npo r t  : Marsef 11 e, France 
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1. Operational Statistics 

MONTH HOURS FLOWN FLIGHTS PER MONTH CARRIER LANDINGS CAT SHOTS 

JAN 

FEB 
MAR 
APR 
MAY 
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 
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