
NARRATIVE : 

I .  (U> OPERATIONS 

1. (U) Overview: During the  1979 - 1980 Medi te r ranean  C r u i s e  VAW-125 was 
embarked i n  USS FORRESTAL a s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SEVENTEEN. 
The squadron f l ew 848 hours  i n  suppor t  of tasked o p e r a t i o n s  which inc luded  
two MISSILEXes, a PHIBLEX, NATIONAL WEEK XXVIII, DASIX 1-80, MULTIPLEX 1-80, 
and s e v e r a l  PASSEXes. From e a r l y  Januzry  u n t i l  l a t e  March, FORRESTAL served 
as  t h e  on ly  U .  S. c a r r i e r  i n  the  Medi ter ranean.  The p r o f e s s i o n a l  h igh  po in t  
of numerous p o r t  v i s i t s  was t h e  t o u r  exchange wi th  t h e  I s r a e l i  E2C squadron 
based a t  Hazerim, . . f s rae l .  

2 .  (U) Employmenr/Tasking 27 November 1979 t o  5 May 1980: 

27 November - 8 December T r a n s i t  t o  Medi ter ranean 

9 December - 13 December INCHOP: Kota, Spa in  
I E-3A OPS, S i g o n e l l a ,  S i c i l y  

14  December - 20 December MULTIPLEX 1-80 

21 December - 31 December Inpor t :  M a r s e i l l e ,  France  

1 January  1980 Enroute  Naples,  I t a l y  

2 J a n u a r y  - . 4  January  I n p o r t :  Naples,  I t a l y  

5 J a n u a r y  - 7 January  

8 January  - 13 January  

14 January  - 26 January  

27  January  - 31 January  

1 February  - 5 February  

6 February  - 10 February  

11 February  - 13 February  

14 February  - 19 February  

20 E'ebr1sary - 23 February  

24 February  - 3 March 

4 March - 7 March 

OPS: Tyr rhen ian  Sea 

Lnport: Naples,  I t a l y  

OPS: EMED 

I n p o r t :  Alexandr ia ,  Egypt 

OPS: EMED 

I n p o r t :  Ha i fa ,  I s r a e l  

OPS: LYED 

I n p o r t :  Athens,  Zreece  

OPS: EMED 

I n p o r t :  Naples,  I t a l y  

T r a i n i n g  Anchorage, Naples,  I t a l y  
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8 March - 14 March OPS: Tyrrhen ian  Sea 

1 5  March - 27 March I n p o r t :  Palermo, S i c i l y  

28 March - 3 A p r i l  OPS: West MED 

4 A p r i l  - 9 A p r i l  I n p o r t :  Toulon, France  

10 A p r i l  - 15 A p r i l  UPS: West MED 

16 A p r i l  - 2i A p r i l  Inpor t :  Barcelona,  Spain 

22 A p r i l  . T r a i n i n g  Anchorage: P o l l e n s a  Ray 

23 A p r i l  -' 24 A p r i l  02s: West ?ED 

25 A p r i l  - 26 A p r i l  ' OUTCHOP: Rota,  Spain  

2 7  A p r i l  - 6 May , TRAT-ISLANT 

3.  (C) C r u i s e  S u m m ~ :  (U) 

a, (C) A t l a n t i c  T r a n s i t-OPS: The twelve  day t r a n s i t  from Mayport, 
F l o r i d a  t o  Rota ,  Spa in  inc luded  t e n  f l y i n g  days of four  day c y c l e s  each.  The 
Torchbearers  provided range c o n t r o l ,  AIJTOCXT, and drone t r a c k i n g / r e c o v e r y  
suppor t  t o  a  su r face - to -a i r  MISSILEX f o r  accompanying u n i t s  o f  DESRON TkiENTY 
FOUR. Pilot l a n d i n g  p r c f i c i e n c y  r e c e i v e d  primary emphasis d u r i n g  the  t r a n s i t  
and touch and go l and ings  were completed on most r e c o v e r i e s .  The u s u a l  Bear 
a l e r t  w a s  mainta ined dur ing  the  r r a n s i t ,  b u t  the  only Sovie t  r econna i s sance  
a c t i v i ~ : ~of the c r u i s e  was d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  INDEPENDENCE p r i o r  t o  t h e  tu rnover  
rendezvous,  CV s e p a r a t i o n  was such t h a t  na i n t e r c e p t s  were r e q u i r e d  by 
FORRESTAL a i r c r a f t .  A PASSEX a g a i n s t  t h e  outchoppin:: XbPY preceded a b l u e  
water  CV tu rnover .  The STEELJAWS provided a tu rnoverc o m p r e h ~ ~ * s i v e  package 
on rendezvous;  however, t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  face- to-face  l i a i s o n  was c u r t a i l e d  
because  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o n s t r a i n t s .  

b .  (U) MULTIPLEX 1-80 e x e r c i s e d  our f o r c e s  a g a i n s t  the NXMITZ S a t r l e  
C r ~ u pwhich was proceeding west from t h e  Tyrrhenian Sea. The i n i t i a l  opposing 
C V  engagements of t h e  MULTIPLEX 1-80 e x e r c i s e  provided s u b s t a n t i a l  A E W  
t r a i n i n g ;  however, a s  the  b a t t l e  f o r c e s  c l o s e d ,  kL\W anu ASU miss ions  were 
nade l e s s  r e a l i s t i c  5ecause of t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  range between CV's. As 
t h e  e x e r c i s e  t r a n s i t i o n e d  r o  d u a l  CV OPS emphasizing ASW, the  Torchbearers  
- ' F t e d  t o  a round-the-cloclc mode ' fo r  a pe r iod  of 59 hours .  

c ,  (C) S t a f f  Tfhns fe r /Tyr rhen ian  OPS: Afte r  spending the h o l i d a y s  in 
Marseil le ,  F r a n c e , . ~ ~ ~  t o  Naples embark CTF-60 and s t a f f  from thet r a n s i t e d  t o  
N I X I T Z  p r i o r  : n  iier d e p a r t u r e  f o r  I n d i a n  Ocean O?S. A ! r i e f  p e r i o d  of  
Tyr rhen ian  OPS preceded the  r e t u r n  t o  Naples f o r  t h e  reg: . larly scheduled 
v i s i t .  SSSC t a s k i n g  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  b u l k  of o p e r a t i o n a l  e f f o r t  dur ing  1;h13 . 
p e r i c d  as  b o t h  KIEV and MOSKVA Task Croups were ope 


