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COMMAND ORGANIZATION AND MISSION 

1. The Command. The Squadron's Cormanding Of f ice r s  during t h e  year 
1978, and t h e i r ' d a t e s  of command were a s  follows: 

Couunander James E. CONNERTON, Jr. 4 J u l y  1977 - 1 October 1978 

Commander Will iam-J.  MOOBERRY 1 October 1978 - Present  

2. The Mission of VAW-125 

a. The primary mission of VAW-125 is  t o  provide u n i t s  of t h e  f l e e t  
with e a r l y  de tec t ion  and warning of approaching enemy fo rces .  The p r i n c i p l e  
i s  a s  o ld  a s  warfare  i t s e l f ,  but  a s  pract iced by VAW-125, involves t h e  
use  of long range radar  and soph i s t i ca ted  computer-controlled e l e c t r o n i c  
systems t o  d e t e c t ,  i d e n t i f y  and r e p o r t  enemy con tac t s  whi le  s t i l l  many 
miles from t h e  Task Force. 

b. The squadron's a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  Grumman ! b u i l t  E-2C "HAWKEYE", i s  a 
twin engine turbo-prop capable of reaching a s t a t i o n  w e l l  ahead of t h e  
f o r c e  a t  speeds up t o  300 knots and a l t i t u d e s  t o  30,000 f e e t .  The E-2C 
with i ts  80 foo t  wing span and gross weight of over 25 tons ,  i s  one of t h e  
l a r g e s t  a i r c r a f t  operated from t h e  deck of an  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r .  The crew 
c o n s i s t s  of a p i l o t ,  co-pi lo t ,  combat information center  o f f i c e r ,  a i r  
c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r  and f l i g h t  technic ian ,  who f l y  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and opera te  
t h e  complex e l e c t r o n i c  equipment which it c a r r i e s .  This equipment, 
c o l l e c t i v e l y  c a l l e d  t h e  Airborne T a c t i c a l  Data System, forms an a i rborne  
extension of t h e  modern Navy T a c t i c a l  Data System employed aboard a l l  of 
our newer warships. The h e a r t  of t h e  ATDS is a powerful, long range radar  
which t r ansmi t s  its enargythrough t h e  24 foo t  r o t a t i n g  antenna dome a top  
t h e  a i r c r a f t  , 

c. Contacts detec ted  by t h e  radar  are analyzed and i d e n t i f i e d  by 
computer-controlled e l e c t r o n i c  subsystems which simultaneously d isplay  t h e  
con tac t s  t o  t h e  opera tors  and automatical ly repor t  them back t o  t h e  
Task Force Commander. The E-2C a l s o  has  a Pass ive  Detection System which 
can a i d  i n  the  poss ib le  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of unknown con tac t s  and de tec t ion  
of enemy a i r c r a f t  o r  s h i p s  before  they would be  wi th in  radar  range. I f  a 
contact  is  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  force ,  a i r c r a f t  can be immediately dispatched 
t o  i n t e r c e p t  i t ,  and i f  necessary,  des t roy i t .  The i n t e r c e p t i n g  a i r c r a f t  
are d i r e c t e d  i n  t h i s  f l i g h t b y  t h e  E-2C's computel;, through a rad io  Data 
Link. This  a ssures  t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  reaches a p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
t a r g e t  t o  permit f i n a l  v i s u a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and a t t a c k .  

Enclosure (1) 

--



d .  The inherent  f l e x i b i l i t y  of t h e  ATDS, when operated by t h e  h igh ly  
t r a ined  f l igh t , c rews ,  al lows i t s  use i n  a v a r i e t y  of secondary missions. 
S ign i f i can t  among these  are i ts  use  i n  d i r e c t i n g  S t r i k e  A i r c r a f t  t o  t h e i r  
t a r g e t s ,  as an  automatic r ad io  r e l a y  t o  a s s i s t  i n  long range communications, 
and i n  t h e  v i t a l  r o l e  of con t ro l  and coordination dur ing search and rescue 
missions. 

2 . Enclosure ( I )  



SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 

JANUARY. During t h e  f i r s t  s i x  days of t h e  new year,  t h e  squadron prepared 

t o  embark aboard t h e  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67) f o r  Refresher Training 

i n  prepara t ion f o r  a June Mediterranean deployment. These days were spent  

u t i l i z i n g  Fentress  NAP f o r  extens ive  FCLP P i l o t  Training. The squ 

l e f t  Norfolk aboard KENNEDY on 7 January f o r  a scheduled 13 day RE 

o f f  t h e  Virginia  Capes. On 14 January, t h e  squadron suffered t h e  

l o s s  of one of he r  E-2C a i r c r a f t ,  and more importantly,  t h e  deaths  


. 	 experienced Naval Aviators. This e s s e n t i a l l y  ended t h i s  Refresher 
Period f o r  VAW-125. Following a shor t  s t a y  i n  Norfolk, where four  
p i l o t s  and two NFO1s reported aboard, t h e  squadron s a i l e d  aboard 
f o r  TYT I. One p i l o t  and one NFO remained behind t o  assist i n  t h e  accident  
inves t iga t ion .  

FEBRUARY. VAW-125 continued h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  TIT I, however, two f l y - 

i n g  days were l o s t  due t o  JP5 f u e l  contamination aboard KENNEDY. On 11 

February, t h e  squadron returned t o  Norfolk £0; n ine  days. This time was 

spent  a t tending i n t e l l i g e n c e  b r i e f s  and f l y i n g  FCLP missions. 


TYT I1 began on 21 February with t h e  squadron concentra t ing on t r a i n i n g  

and i n t e g r a t i o n  of new personnel i n t o  t h e  squadron rout ine .  On 22 February, 

a KA-6D under KENNEDY con t ro l  was l o s t  from rad io  and radar  contact  and 

presumed down. Despite an extens ive  E-2C d i rec ted  SAR e f f o r t ,  no s ign  of 

t h e  a i r c r a f t  was found and the  search was h a l t e d  t h e  next  day. 


MARCH. Upon completion of TYT I1 on 5 March, t h e  KENNEDY t r a n s i t e d  t o  For t  
Lauderdale, F lor ida  f o r  a 4 day p o r t  v i s i t .  On 13 March, t h e  s h i p  commenced 
TYT 111, i n  f i n a l  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  upcoming Operat ional  Readiness Evaluation 
(ORE). During t h i s  time t h e  KENNEDY opefated i n  t h e  Jacksonv i l l e  Operating 
Area, o f f  t h e  coas t  o fNor the rnFlord ia .  Due t o  heavy a i r l i n e  t r a f f i c ,  severe  
a i r space  r e s t r i c t i o n s  were placed on KENNEDY a i r c r a f t  . VAW-125 "TIGERTAIL" . 
a i r c r a f t  con t ro l l ed  a l l  CVW-1 a i r c r a f t  and helped them avoid many poss ib le  
f l i g h t  v i o l a t i o n s .  One FAA supervisor commented, "The only th ing  preventing 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  from being t o t a l  chaos is  t h e  E-2C." 

On 18 March, an SH-3 h e l i c o p t e r  engaged i n  ASW opera t ions  crashed i n t o  
the sea.  The a i rborne  E-2C coordinated a l l  SAR a s s e t s  and expedi t ious ly  
vectored another he lo  t o  t h e  scene. A l l  four  crewmen were successful ly  rescued. 

Following a t h r e e  day ORE, i n  which t h e  squadron received a grade of 
LOW OUTSTANDING, t h e  KENNEDY re turned t o  Norfolk f o r  t h e  remainder of t h e  month. 

APRIL. The major i ty  of t h i s  month found VAW-125 based a t  NAS Norfolk standing 
-6, t r a i n i n g  P i l o t s  and NFOs, and receiving new personnel.  On 19 Apri l ,  
t h e  KENNEDY l e f t  Norfolk f o r  F l e e t  CQ off  t h e  Flor ida  coas t .  VAW-125 assumed 
''Bear Alertv1duty a t  Cec i l  F ie ld  with a r o t a t i n g  one plane detachment. 

C lass i f i ed  by: CSM, VAW-125 

Declassify on: 31 December, 1981 
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On 22 Apri l ,  KENNEDY completed F lee t  CQ, and t h e  Cecil-detachment re turned 
t o  homeport. The rest of t h e  month was spent  f l y i n g  t r a i n i n g  missions,  and 
once again preparing t o  move back aboard KENNEDY. 

MAY. The f i r s t  seven days of t h e  month were spent  ashore wi th  a i rcrews-
once agafn conducting extens ive  FCLP'S i n  prepara t ion f o r  opera t ion SOLID 
SHIELD 78. The SOLID SHIELD 78 at-sea period consis ted  of two and one ha l f  

. weeks of i n t e n s i v e  opera t ions  i n  support of Car r i e r  Group S1X/Task Force 
TWO ob jec t ives .  During t h i s  exerc i se ,  i n  which over 290 E-2C f l i g h t ' h o u r s  
were logged, t h e  a i rborne  ''Hummer" provided AEW, LINK-11, A I C ,  SSSC, and 
ASW Support t o  t h e  Air Wing. The squadron maintained a 96% s o r t i e  completion 
rate d e s p i t e  e i g h t  days of around-the-clock operat ions.  VAW-125 re turned 
t o  Norfolk on 26 May a f t e r  an extremely successful  exerc i se .  

JUNE. For t h e  f i r s t  20 days of t h e  month, t h e  squadron conducted both  mission-
and p i l o t  (FCLP) t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s .  On 20 June, KENNEDY s a i l e d  f o r  t h r e e  days 
of r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  fo r  air-wing crews, This w a s  topped o f f  by a one day 
dependent's c r u i s e  on t h e  23rd. 

Af ter  a s h o r t  standdown, HENNEDY l e f t  p o r t  on 29 June f o r  an  expected 
7% month deployment. 

JULY. Cyclic f l i g h t  opera t ions  were conducted 8 of t h e  10 days needed t o  
7 

t r a n s i t  t h e  At lan t i c .  Th i r ty  minute "Bear Alerts" were rou t ine ly  stood by 
t h e  squadron which culminated on 3 Ju ly  in t h e  a c t u a l  de tec t ion  of a Cuban 
based "Bear" a i r c r a f t  by t h e  a i rborne  Hummer, and i t s  i n t e r c e p t i o n  by two 
F-14 f i g h t e r s  under E-2C con t ro l .  

Following a success fu l  "war-at-sea" scenar io  wi th  t h e  outchopping 
USS NIMITZ (CVN 68) on 9 Ju ly ,  t h e  KENNEDY anchored off Rota, Spain f o r  our 
f i r s t  fo re ign  por t  c a l l  of t h e  deployment. 

Following a s h o r t  opera t ing period i n  t h e  western Mediterranean between 
12-16 Ju ly ,  KENNEDY made t h e  f i r s t  of many por t  c a l l s  t o  Naples, I t a l y .  
On 20 July ,  KENNEDY commenced opera t ions  i n  t h e  Tyrrhenian Sea i n  prepara t ion 
f o r  National  Week XXV. 

The f i r s t  phase of National Week saw VAW-125 providing range s u r v e i l -
lance,  Autocat,  and back-up c o n t r o l  of an Open Ocean BUZZARDEX. 

In t h e  second phase, KENNEDY acted  as a ' ' ~ l u e "  f o r c e  at tempting t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t o t a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Ionian Sea, with t h e  a i rborne  E-2C tasked 
v i t h  providing a continuous radar  su r face  p i c t u r e  t o  t h e  O.T.C. 

After  s tanding down f o r  only 17 hours fal lowing the  completion of National 
Week, KENNEDY entered a week of ASW opera t ions  which required  two days of 
around-the-clock opera t ions  by t h e  E-2C, S-3A and SH-3D. Although not  a 
primary subrriarice dctectior. p l s t F ~ r m ,E-2C p i l o t s  s ighted O l l r  exercise sub-
marine from 20K f e e t  and t h e  NFOts vectored A-7E and S-3A a i r c r a f t  t o  t h e  
t a r g e t .  

< W E C L A S S I F I E DID 
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On 30 Ju ly ,  an EA-6B Prowler was l o s t  over water.  The on-stat ion 
E-2C assumed t h e  r o l e  of SAR Mission Coordinator, and success fu l ly  l e d  a 
s e c t i o n  of A-7's t o  t h e  scene where a l l  3 crewmen were quickly spot ted  
and recovered by helo.  

During t h e  month of Ju ly ,  VAW-125 fldw a t o t a l  of 364.3 hours. This 
was t h e  h ighes t  monthly f l i g h t  time t o t a l  recorded by t h e  squadron s ince  

. commissioning, and believed t o  have been an al l- t ime E-2C monthly flight 
time record a s  w e l l .  

AUGUST. A s  ASW week continued i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of August, t h e  KENNEDY 
moved i n t o  t h e  Adr ia t i c  Sea. This narrow body of water  between I t a l y  and 
Yugoslavia presented s p e c i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on A i r  Wing a i r c r a f t  as i n t e i -
n a t i o n a l  a i r  space i n  which t o  conduct opera t ions  became extremely l imi ted .  
The s h i p  r e l i e d  heavi ly  on E-2C c o n t r o l  of A i r  Wing a i r c r a f t  t o  enable  
successful  opera t ions .  Following a 5 day por t  v i s i t  t o  Trieste, I t a l y ,  
KENNEDY returned t o  t h e  Ionian Sea f o r  AAW Week. The E-2C1s tasking during 
AAW Week was t h a t  of CAP con t ro l ,  bogey de tec t ion  and t r ack ing  and repor t ing  
of CV "self-generated1' r a i d  a i r c r a f t .  On 17 and 18 August, a MISSILEX was 
conducted us ing t h e  NAMFI Range north of Crete. As  w e l l  as providing range 
su rve i l l ance  and c learance ,  t h e  E-2C maintained p o s i t i v e  c o n t r o l  of a l l  
CVW-1 a i r c r a f t  involved i n  f i r i n g s .  A p a r t i c u l a r  problem encountered was 
t h e  s t a t i o n i n g  of t h e  Hummer t o  provide an acceptable  radar  p i c t u r e  while 
a t tempt ing t o  remain i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a i r space  among t h e  many Greek I s l ands  
i n  t h e  Aegean Sea. This problem was solved by c a r e f u l  s e l e c t i o n  of s t a t i o n  
loca t ion  and t h e  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  of squadron p i l o t s  in maintaining v i s u a l  
separa t ion from t h e  Greek Is lands .  

The rest of the  month was spent  Naples, I t a l y .  Limited oper-
a t i o n s  were conducted i n  Sigonel la ,  S i c i l y  f o r  maintenance troubleshooting 
and FCLPts f o r  squadron p i l o t s .  

SEPTEMBER. Early i n  September, KENNEDY operated i n  t h e  Gulf of S id ra ,  
nor th  of t h e  Libyan coas t ,  i n  support of a su r face  t o  air MISSILEX. Due t o  
t h e  unstable  na tu re  of t h e  Libyan governmmt, CAP s t a t i o n s ,  flown by A i r  
Wing F-14's and control led  by t h e  E-2C, were manned whenever t h e  KEhh'EDY 
was wi th in  100 NM of t h a t  coas t .  

On 12 September, KENNEDY anchored o f f  Alexandria, Egypt f o r  a por t  c a l l  
of 5 days. During t h i s  time, s e n s i t i v e  t a l k s  were underway between Egypt 
and t h e  U.S. at  Camp David. VAW-125 maintained a 30 minute a l e r t  s t a t u s  
during t h e  e n t i r e  v i s i t .  

Between 18 and 20 September, KENNEDY operated i n  t h e  Eas tern  and Central  
Mediterranean while t r a n s i t i n g  t o  Naples, I t a l y .  

DECLASSIFIED-
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Following a s h o r t  s t a y  i n  Naples, KENNEDY departed t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h e  l a r g e s t  NATO exerc i se  of 1978, DISPLAY DETERMINATION, KENNEDY'S 
Air Wing ONE was tasked with defensive a i r  support of NATO Forces and 
defense of t h e  Carrier S t r i k i n g  Force and Amphibious Task Group from 
h o s t i l e  a i r  and naval  a t t a c k s .  

OCTOBER. On 1October, Commander James E. CONNWTON, Jr. was re l i eved  
by Commander William J. MOOBERRY a s  Commanding Off icer  of VAW-125. 
Commander Harold E.  SELIGSON repor ted  a s  Executive Of f ice r  on 6 October. 

A s  DISPLAY DETERMINATION continued, VAW-125 was tasked with providing 
AEW coverage, CAP con t ro l ,  SSSC, ASW, and t h e  con t ro l  of numerous s t r i k e s  
aga ins t  Orange su r face  u n i t s .  The B r i t i s h  HkfS ARK ROYAL, a c t i n g  a s  an 
Orange u n i t ,  provided a r e a l i s t i c  challenge by employing low l e v e l  a t t a c k  
a i r c r a f t  aga ins t  t h e  KENNEDY Task Group. These low f l y e r s  were rou t ine ly  
detec ted  and tracked by t h e  E-2C a t  d i s t ances  i n  excess of 120 NM from 
t h e  KENNEDY, thus enabling t h e i r  i n t e r c e p t i o n  by our F-14 f i g h t e r s  p r i o r  
t o  reaching a missile launch point .  When not  a c t u a l l y  involved i n  the  
ongoing air  war, support was d i rec ted  t o  SSSC and ASW operat ions.  I n i t i a l  
de tec t ion  of four  submarines was c red i t ed  t o  t h e  E-2C during night  
opera t ions  with subsequent prosecution by S-3A, A-7E and A-6E a i r c r a f t .  

Diss imi lar  Air  Combat Training (DACT) w a s  he ld  throughout t h e  exerc i se  
with A i r  Force F-15 f i g h t e r s  playing t h e  Orange fo rce  aggressor r o l e  with 
KENNEDY F-14's ac t ing  a s  CAP. A l l  DACT engagements were con t ro l l ed  by 
t h e  HAWKEYE with i n i t i a l  set-ups, bogey dope and tanker-join-ups being 

. p a r t  of t h e  E-2C tasking.  

The KENNEDY paid a p o r t c a l l  t o  Taranto, I t a l y  between 12 and 16 
October. During t h i s  t i m e ,  one VAW-125 E-2C was returned t o  t h e  U ,  S. 
v i a  t h e  outchopping USS FORRESTAL (CV-59) and a replacement received 
from t h e  inchopping USS SARATOGA (CV-60) . 

Following t h e  s h o r t  v i s i t  t o  Taranto, KENNEDY p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  AAW 
Week, again u t i l i z i n g  t h e  NAMFI range nor th  of Crete ,  VAW-125 services 
included p o s i t i v e  c o n t r o l  of a l l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  f i g h t e r  and a t t a c k  a s s e t s ,  
range surveillance/coordination, autocat  and t r ack ing  of t h e  drone, 

The f i n a l  day a t  sea w a s  dedicated t o  a PASSEX with  t h e  USS SARATOGA, 
The SARATOGA Task Group was located  during t h e  f i r s t  cyc le  of t h e  day, 
and KENNEDY commenced s t r i k e s  aga ins t  he r .  U t i l i z i n g  EMCON launch and 
recovery procedures, KENNEDY maintained a "FLEX-DECK" pol icy  most of t h e  
day. The E-2C's managed t h e  p a t t e r n ,  con t ro l l ed  a l l  EMCON recover ies ,  
d i rec ted  a l l  s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  t o  t h e  t a r g e t ,  and with a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
a second Hummer, played an e f f e c t i v e  deception r o l e  a s  w e l l ,  This PASSEX 
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?'he tempo of opera t ions  during October proved t o  be  t h e  h ighes t  
susgained t o  date .  Two major exerc i ses ,  separated by only four  and 
one ha l f  days i n p o r t ,  gave VAW-125 t h e  opportunity t o  e s t a b l i s h  s t i l l  
ano&,~ermonthly f l i g h t  time record with 402.8 hours i n  19 f l y i n g  days, 

bn 24 October, KENNEDY a r r ived  a t  Palma de Mallorca f o r  h e r  Mid-
Cruise Standdown. 

4. 
NOVEiBER. On 7 November; KENNEDY l e f t  f o r  Western Mediterranean opera t ions  
and Operation POOPDECK 2-78. POOPDECK 2-78 was a j o i n t  opera t ion conducted 

1 
of f  :he e a s t  coas t  of Spain. During t h e  exerc ise ,  Spanish a i r c r a f t  attempted 
t o  l o c a t e  and a t t a c k  t h e  KENNEDY Task Force while KENNEDY s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  
a t tacked t a r g e t s  ashore. E-2C task ing  was pr imar i ly  AEW and CAP c o n t r o l ,  

During t h i s  same time frame, a U ,  S. submarine conducted submerged a t t a c k s  
a g a i n s t  KENNEDY a s  p a r t  of ASW Week. The a i rborne  E-2C provided SSSC c o n t r o l  
o f  S-3A a i r c r a f t ,  and was once again  c red i t ed  wi th  t h e  i - n i t i a l  de tec t ion  

I 

of t h e  exerc i se  submarine. 

From 13-21 November, KENNEDY paid a p o r t c a l l  t o  Naples, I t a l y ,  

On 22 November, KENNEDY began p a r t i c i p a t i o n  with t h e  French i n  Exercise 
LATAYETTE 1-78 o f f  t h e  coas t  of Nice, France, S t r i k e  warfare t a c t i c s  
were u t i l i z e d  a g a i n s t  French mainland t a r g e t s .  The E-2C's primary mission 
tasking was communications coordination betwekn t h e  c a r r i e r  Task Group 
and t h e  French Air Defense Command. An A M  posture  w a s  maintained by VAW-
125 throughout t h e  exerc ise ,  bu t  d e s p i t e  unusually aggress ive  prosecution 
of CVW-1 s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  by French Mirage f i g h t e r s ,  t h e  air t h r e a t  over t h e  
Task Force never mater ia l ized.  

On 26 November, A i r  Wing ONE dispatched a group of h e r  a i r c r a f t ,  including 
two E-2C's t o  Zaragoza AFB, Spain f o r  t h e  f i r s t  increment of Diss imi lar  
Air Combat Training.  While t h e  s h i p  paid a c a l l  t o  Barcelona, Spain, our 
F-14 f i g h t e r s  f lew aga ins t  USAFE/F-~~,F-5 and F-4 a i r c r a f t  off  t h e  coas t  of 
c e n t r a l  Spain. A l l  engagements were conducted under TIGERTAIL c o n t r o l  and 
by f l y i n g  a USAFE G C I  c o n t r o l l e r  a s  an E-2C crewmember, both F-14 and 

- adversary a i r c r a f t  were con t ro l l ed  from t h e  same platform. 

DECEMBER. Af te r  completing t h e  Barcelona p o r t c a l l ,  KENNEDY departed f o r  
a f i v e  day at-sea period of c y c l i c  opera t ions  i n  t h e  Western Mediterranean 
and Tyrrhenian Sea. The Zaragoza detachment returned t o  t h e  ship  on 
4 December and departed once again  on 8 December f o r  t h e  second Zaragoza 

,-
DACT exerc i se  while KENNEDY anchored o f f  Valencia, Spain, The DACT scenar io  
remained t h e  same with t h e  E-2C continuing t o  c o n t r o l  a l l  engagements. 
Over 69 hours were flown by VAW-125 during both detachments with t h e  squadron-

maintaining a 100% s o r t i e  completion r a t e .  

DECLASSIFIED 
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~ E D Y on 18 December, recovering h e r  second once again got  underway 
Zaragoza detachment t h e  same day..& 2 0  December, a CV-67/CVW-1 SINKEX 
was conducted u t i l i z i n g  t h e  ex-USS THORNHILL (DE-195) as t h e  designated 
surfcce  t a r g e t .  The E-2C provided range clearance and s t r i k e  coordination.  
Numerous E-2C d i rec ted  SCRIWlING E A a E  s t r i k e s  were conducted throughout 
t h e  day, r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  successful  s inking of t h e  t a r g e t  s h i p ,  

d. 


The KEXNEDY ar r ived  i n  Naples harbor on 21 December f o r  he r  Christmas 
etanddown. During t h i s  p o r t c a l l ,  some l imi ted  p i l o t  t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  were 
c o n c c t e d  from NAF Naples. The sh ip  remained i n  por t  u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  
gear. 


i 

L 
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CHRONOLOGICAL ITINERARY- 


The following is a chronologi cal itinerary of VAW-125 activities for 1978. 


1-6 JAN 
7-20 JAN 
21-29 JAN 
30 JAN - 10 FEB 
11-20 FEB 
21 FEB - 5 MAR 

- 6-8 MAR 
9-12 MAR 
13-18 MAR 
19-22 MAR 
23 MAR 
24 MAR - 18 APR 
19-21 APR 
22 llPR - 7 MAY 
8-26 MAY 
27 MAY - 20 JUN 
21-23 JUN 
24-28 JUN 
29 JUN 

3OJUN-8JUL 
9-11 JUL 
12-16 JUL 
17-19 JUL 
20-23 JUL 
24 -2 8 JUL 
29 JUL - 5 AUG 
6-11 AUG 
12-21 AUG 
22 AUG - 3 SEP 
4-11 SEP 
12-17 SEP 
18-20 SEP 
21-26 SEP 
27 SEP- 11 OCT 

12-16 OCT 
17-23 OCT 
24 OCT - 6 NOV 
7-12 NOV 
13-21 NOV 
22-26 NOV 
27 NOV - 3 DEC 
4-8 DEC 
9-17 DEC 
18-20 DEC 
21-31 DEC 

Classified by : 
Declassify on: 

Inport NORVA, extensive FCLP 

REFTRA/CQ, Virginia Capes 

Inport NORVA 

Type Training I 

Inport NORVA, FCLP 

Type Training I1 

Transit: Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Inport Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Type Training I11 

Operational Readiness Evaluation 

Trans it NORVA 

Inport NORVA 

Alert Det; NAS Cecil Field 

Inport NORVA . 
Exercise SOLID SHIELD 

Inport NORVA, extensive FCLP 

REFTRA/CQ, Virginia Capes 

Inport NORVA 

Deployed aboard USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67) 

to the Mediterranean 

Transit, Atlantic 

Inchop, Rota, Spain 

Ops: Western Mediterranean 

Inport Naples, Italy 

Ops: Tyrrhenian/Ionian Sea 

NATIONAL hFEK XXV, Ionian Sea 
ASW Week, Ionian Sea 
Inport Trieste, Italy 

AAW Week, Ionian Sea 

Inport Naples, Italy 

Ops: Central/Eastern Mediterranean 

Inport Alexandria, Egypt 

Ops: Easternl~entral Mediterranean 

Inport Naples, Italy 

Exercise DISPLAY DETERMINATION 

(Change of Command 1 OCT 78) 

Inport Taranto, Italy 

AAW Week 
Inport Palma de Mallorca, Spain 

Ope: Western Mediterranean, Operation POOPDECK 2-78 
Inport Naples, Italy 

Exercise LAFAYETTE 1-78 

Inport Barcelona, Spain (Detachment Zaragoza) 

Ops Western Mediterranean 

Inport Valencia, Spain (Detachment Zaragoza) 

Opa Western Mediterranean 

1hport Naples. Italy 


CSM VAW-125 
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Spec ia l  Topics 

. 1. Operational Statistics 

MONTH- HOURS FLOWN CARRIER LANDINGS INTERCEPTS ASI'S-

. 

JAN 
FEB 
MAR 
APR 
MAY 
JUN 
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 

ATDS Mission Time 

Scheduled: 1839.5 hours Flown: 1895.7 hours Percent: 103.1% 

SORTIES 

Scheduled: 914 Flown: 856 Percent: 93.7% 

-
Class i f i ed  by: CSM VAW-125 
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