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COMMAND ORGANIZATION AND MISSION 

1. The Command. The Squadron's Commanding O f f i c e r s  dur ing  t h e  y e a r  
1977,and t h e i r  d a t e s  of command were a s  fol lows:  

Commander Henry R .  DOMBROWSKI 1 J u l y  1976 - 4 J u l y  1977 

Commander James E. CONNERTON, Jr. 4 J u l y  1977 - Presen t  

2. The Mission of VAW-125. 

a.  The primary mission of VAW-125 is  t o  provide  u n i t s  of t h e  
F l e e t  wi th  e a r l y  d e t e c t i o n  and warning of approaching fo rces .  The 
p r i n c i p l e  i s  as o l d  a s  warfare  i t s e l f  b u t  a s  p r a c t i c e d  by VAW-125, 
i nvo lves  t h e  use of long  range r ada r  and s o p h i s t i c a t e d  computer 
c o n t r o l l e d  e l e c t r o n i c  systems t o  d e t e c t ,  i d e n t i f y  and r e p o r t  
c o n t a c t s  wh i l e  they a r e  s t i l l  many m i l e s  from t h e  Task Force. 

b. The Squadron's a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  Grumman b u i l t  E-2C "HAWKEYE", 
is a twin engine turbo-prop capable  of reaching a  s t a t i o n  w e l l  
ahead of t h e  f o r c e  a t  speeds up t o  300 kno t s  and a l t i t u d e s  above 
30,000 f e e t .  The E-2C wi th  i t s  80 f o o t  wing span and g ros s  weight 
of over  25 tons ,  i s  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  a i r c r a f t  opera ted  from t h e  
deck of an a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r .  The crew c o n s i s t s  of a  p i l o t ,  co-
p i l o t ,  combat in format ion  c e n t e r  o f f i c e r ,  a i r  c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r  
and f l i g h t  t echn ic i an ,  who f l y  t h e  a i r c r a f t  and ope ra t e  t h e  complex 
e l e c t r o n i c  equipment which it c a r r i e s .  Th i s  equipment, c o l l e c t i v e l y  
c a l l e d  t h e  Airborne T a c t i c a l  Data System, forms an  a i r b o r n e  
ex tens ion  of t h e  modernNavy T a c t i c a l  Data System employed aboard 
a l l  of ou r  newer warships.  The h e a r t  of t h e  ATDS i s  a powerful,  
l ong  range r a d a r  which t r a n s m i t s  i t s  energy through the  24 f o o t  
r o t a t i n g  an tenna  dome a top  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

c. Contacts  d e t e c t e d  by t h e  r a d a r  a r e  analyzed and i d e n t i f i e d  
by computer c o n t r o l l e d  e l e c t r o n i c s  subsystems which s imultaneously 
d i s p l a y  t h e  con tac t s  t o  t h e  o p e r a t o r s  and au toma t i ca l ly  r e p o r t  them 
back t o  t h e  Task Force Commander. I f  a con tac t  is a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  
f o r c e ,  a i r c r a f t  can be immediately d ispa tched  t o  i n t e r c e p t  i t  and, 
i f  necessary ,  des t roy  i t .  The i n t e r c e p t i n g  a i r c r a f t  a r e  d i r e c t e d  
i n  t h i s  f l i g h t  by t h e  E-2C's computer through a r a d i o  d a t a  l i n k .  
This  a s s u r e s  t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  reaches  a p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
t h e  t a r g e t  t o  permit  f i n a l  v i s u a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and a t t a c k .  

d. The inhe ren t  f l e x i b i l i t y  of t h e  ATDS, when opera ted  by t h e  
h igh ly  t r a i n e d  f l i g h t  crews, al lows i t s  use in a variety of secondary 
missions.  S i g n i f i c a n t  among t h e s e  a r e  i t s  use i n  d i r e c t i n g  S t r i k e  
A i r c r a f t  t o  t h e i r  t a r g e t s ,  a s  an  automatic  r a d i o  r e l a y  t o  assist i n  
long  range communications and i n  t h e  v i t a l  r o l e  of c o n t r o l  and 
coord ina t ion  dur ing  sea rch  and rescue  missions.  
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 

JANUARY. During t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  month, t he  Squadron conducted 
ex tens ive  day and n i g h t  FCLP's i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  upcoming 
deployment t o  t h e  Mediterranean. On t h e  1 1 t h  and 12th  t h e  Squadron 
w a s  aboard t h e  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY f o r  a s h o r t  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  
and CQ pe r iod  i n  the  VACAPES a rea .  KENNEDY r e tu rned  t o  Norfolk,  VA. 
f o r  two days and deployed t o  t h e  Mediterracean on t h e  15th .  VAW-125, 
aboard,KENNEDY, a r r i v e d  i n  Rota,  Spain on t h e  26th ,  conducted r e f r e s h e r  
t r a i n i n g  and CQ t h e  28th through t h e  30th,  and began e x e r c i s e  "LOCKED 
GATE" on t h e  31s t .  

FEBRUARY. VAW-125 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  e x e r c i s e  "LOCKED GATE" from t h e  31st  
of January u n t i l  t h e  9 t h  of February. This  e x e r c i s e  involved approx- 
imate ly  40 NATO s h i p s  and w a s  designed t o  improve coord ina t ion  of NATO 
f o r c e s  i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  s e a  l a n e s  of t h e  S t r a i t s  of G i b r a l t e r .  The 
Squadron's primary t a s k i n g  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  was SSSC. The Squadron a l s o  
provided AEW d e t e c t i o n  of ORANGE a i r  oppos i t i on  and s t r i k e  c o n t r o l  on 
ORANGE s u r f a c e  f o r c e s .  

On t h e  5 t h  of February,  whi le  f l y i n g  a normal AEW miss ion ,  two 
non-squawking a i r  c o n t a c t s  were de t ec t ed  by t h e  E-2C a i r c r a f t .  The 
c o n t a c t s  were i n t e r c e p t e d  by F-14's under E-2C L I N K  4A c o n t r o l  and 
subsequent ly proved t o  be Sovie t  Bear "D" reconnaissance a i r c r a f t .  The 
Sov ie t  a i r c r a f t  were e sco r t ed  con t inua l ly  wh i l e  wi th in  100 NM of t h e  
Task Force,  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  E-2C. 

On 10-11 February,  VAW-125 conducted c y c l i c  OPS enroute  t o  Naples,  
I t a l y .  On t h e  26th of February, t h e  KENNEDY conducted a gues t  and 
dependent ' s  c r u i s e .  One of VAW-125's squadron members, LT Frank T. 
BOSS10 p layed  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t ,  remaining on t h e  b r idge  dur ing  t h e  
e n t i r e  day, t r a n s l a t i n g  a l l  p e r t i n e n t  in format ion  i n t o  I t a l i a n ,  t hus  
making t h e  c r u i s e  much more en joyable  and informat ive  f o r  t h e  I t a l i a n  
n a t i o n a l ' s  aboard. 
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MARCH. During the  f i r s t  week i n  March t h e  Squadron conducted c y c l i c  
ope ra t ions  i n  t h e  Tyrrhenian Sea p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  e x e r c i s e  "QUICKDRAW", 
a s e r i e s  of a n t i - s h i p  s t r i k e  s imu la t ions  a g a i n s t  I t a l i a n  s u r f a c e  
combatants. The Squadron a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an  a i r - t o -a i r  m i s s i l e  
shoot  on t h e  NAMFI missile range North of Cre t e ,  p rovid ing  primary 
a i r  c o n t r o l  and range s u r v e i l l a n c e  i n  suppor t  of t h e  shoot .  Af t e r  
t e n  days i n p o r t  Naples,  I t a l y ,  t h e  Squadron began Nat iona l  Week XXII. 
Phase I of t h e  Nat iona l  Week X X I I  cons i s t ed  p r i m a r i l y  of AAWIASW e x e r c i s e s  
w i th  minimal BLUE/ORANGE f o r c e  i n t e r a c t i o n .  VAW-125's primary t a s k i n g  
i n  phases I1 and I11 of Nat iona l  Week X X I I  was SSSC t o  l o c a t e  t h e  
ORANGE s u r f a c e  u n i t s ,  i nc lud ing  the  USS F. D. ROOSEVELT, t h e  ORANGE 
f o r c e s  main h igh  va lue  u n i t .  During phase 111111 t h e  Squadron was 
tasked  wi th  and provided over 60 continuous hours  of AEW coverage 
wi th  a "HUMMER i n  t h e  air-around-the-clock" f o r  t h r e e  days. 

I n  l a t e  March VAW-125 became t h e  f i r s t  VAW squadron t o  be ass igned  
a n  A i r  I n t e l l i g e n c e  O f f i c e r  (1635 des igna t ion ) .  

APRIL. A f t e r  a s h o r t  p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia,  t h e  Squadron 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an  ASW-Shoot Out e x e r c i s e ,  p rovid ing  f l i g h t  fo l lowing  
and communications r e l a y  f o r  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  sub-surface,  and a i rbo rne  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  conducting normal c y c l i c  
ope ra t ions .  The Squadron spen t  two weeks i n p o r t  Naples, I t a l y ,  
followed by four  days of c y c l i c  ope ra t ions  i n  t he  Ionian  Sea and a two 
day t r a i n i n g  anchorage i n  Souda Bay, Cre te .  The KENNEDY then  proceeded 
t o  t h e  Eas t e rn  Mediterranean where t h e  Squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  e x e r c i s e  
"SHAHBAZ", a CENT0 e x e r c i s e  designed t o  test t h e  coordinated defense  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  of t h e  Cen t r a l  Trea ty  Organizat ion.  The Squadron's primary 
mission i n  t h i s  e x e r c i s e  was AEW, and i n  a t h r e e  day pe r iod ,  119 A I C 1 s  
were completed. The Squadron was a l s o  involved i n  HARPOON missile t a r g e t -
i n g  e x e r c i s e s ,  t h e  d e t a i l s  of which a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  SECRET. 

-MAY. The f i r s t  week of May was spen t  i n  a p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Alexandria ,  Egypt, 
t h e  KENNEDY being  t h e  f i r s t  U. S. c a r r i e r  t o  v i s i t  Egypt s i n c e  1947. 
During t h e  middle of May, t h e  Squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  DAWN PATROL 77, an  
e x e r c i s e  designed t o  t e s t  NATO s e a  c o n t r o l  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  During t h i s  
e x e r c i s e  VAW-125 provided 151 hours  of cont inuous E-2C coverage, provid- 
i n g  a v a r i e t y  of missions inc luding  AEW, A I C ,  SSSC d i v e r t  coord ina t ion ,  
communication r e l a y ,  and Hummer Cont ro l led  Approaches. The squadron 
c o n t r o l l e d  134 A I C ' s  a g a i n s t  ORANGE a i r c r a f t ,  and 661 a i r - to-sur face  
i n t e r c e p t s  (ASI '~/SSSC) r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  d e t e c t i o n  of s i x  submarines, 
and a l l  ORANGE s u r f a c e  u n i t s .  During t h e  e x e r c i s e  an innovat ive  SSSC tac t ic .  
was developed. I n  a proper ly  func t ion ing  LINK 11  environment of t h e  S-3A 
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can  be  vec tored  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  s u r f a c e  contact's by means of r e p o r t i n g  
t r a c k s  over  LINK 11. The S-3A crew can i d e n t i f y  t h e  con tac t  and r e p o r t  
i t  t o  t h e  E-2C us ing  t h e  proper  PIF code. kcenc i a t i on  of t h e  two t r a c k s  
by t h e  E-2C t r a n s m i t s  t h e  i d e n t i f y  of  t h e  c o n t a c t  t o  a l l  TDS u n i t s .  This  
t a c t i c  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  reduces t h e  amount of s e c u r e  vo i ce  t r a f f i c ,  The 
Squadron spen t  t h e  l a s t  two weeks of May i n  a mid-cruise standdown 
p e r i o d  i n  Naples ,  I t a l y .  

JUNE. During t h e  f i r s t  week i n  June ,  VAW-125 conducted normal c y c l i c  
o p e r a t i o n s  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a YASSEX w i t h  t h e  HMS MELBOURNE. The 
Squadron's miss ion  i n  t h e  PASSEX was SSSC and s t r i k e  c o n t r o l  which 
r e s u l t e d  i n  e a r l y  d e t e c t i o n  of t h e  MELBOURNY-4 two s u c c e s s f u l  
s imu la t ed  s t r i k e s .  An a i r - t o - a i r  MISSILEX was a l s o  conducted du r ing  
t h i s  pe r iod  a t  t h e  Aa l to  de Querra range  Eas t  of Sa rd in i a .  The E-2C 
was ass igned  secondary a i r  c o n t r o l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  on s e v e r a l  occas ions  
when t h e  primary c o n t r o l  u n i t s  s u f f e r e d  r a d a r  c a s u a l t i e s .  The Squadron 
s p e n t  from 6 u n t i l  1 3  June  i n p o r t  Barcelona,  S?ain.  Cyc l i c  o p e r a t i o n s  
were conducted i n  t h e  Western Mediterranean from 14 u n t i l  22 June. 
During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  numerous Harpoon t a r g e t i n g  e x e r c i s e s  were conducted 
u t i l i z i n g  t h e  E-2C i n  a number of d i f f e r e n t  r o l e s ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  use 
of two a i r b o r n e  E-2C's pas s ive  d e t e c t i o n  in format ion  f o r  p o s i t i o n  
f i x i n g .  The d e t a i l s  and r e s u l t s  of t h e s e  e x e r c i s e  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  SECRET. 

JULY. On t h e  1 s t  of J u l y ,  VAW-125 had a Change-of-Command i n p o r t  Palma 
de Mal lorca ,  Spa in ,  w i th  Commander J .  E .  COSNERTON, J r .  r e l i e v i n g  
Commander H. R.  DOMBROWSKI. Lieu tenant  Commander W. J . MOOBERRY assumed 
t h e  d u t i e s  of Execut ive O f f i c e r  of t h e  Squadron. VAW-125 was at s e a  from 
5 u n t i l  12 J u l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  e x e r c i s e  PHIBLEX-77. Th i s  was an 
amphibious e x e r c i s e  which took p i a c e  a t  Caplo Teulada,  Sa rd in i a .  The 
purpose of E-2C p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was t o  a s s e s s  t h e  a i r c r a f t ' s  c a p a b i l i t y  
t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  ship- to-shore movement of Marine Corps a s s a u l t  h e l i c o p t e r s .  
The Squadroll was i n p o r t  Malaga, Spain 13-19 J u l y ,  t r a n s i t e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  
Rota,  Spain on 19 J u l y  and turned over  wi th  VAW-123 on t h e  USS SARATOGA. 
The KENNEDY t r a n s i t e d  t h e  A t l a n t i c  from 23-31 J u l y  and a r r i v e d  i n  Norfolk,  
V i r g i n i a  on t h e  1st of August. 

AUGUST. The Squadron spen t  t h e  month of August i n  a pos t - c ru i se  standdown. 

SEPTEMBER. Extens ive  ground t r a i i l i n g  was conducted both f o r  p i l o t s  and 
NFO1s. C a r r i e r  Airborne Ear ly  Warining Wing 12 conducted an ADNAT on t h e  
squadron f o r  which t h e  squadron rece ived  an o v e r a l l  r a t i n g  of e x c e l l e n t .  

I 
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The annual  NATOPS e v a l u a t i o n  was a l s o  he ld .  The Squadron peformed very 
w e l l ,  wi th  t h e  p i l o t s  r e c e i v i n g  a cumulative average of 98.5%, and t h e  
NFO's r e c e i v i n g  a cumulative average of 97.5% f o r  a n  o v e r a l l  average of 
98%, one of t h e  h i g h e s t  eva lua t ions  e v e r  recorded i n  t h e  community. 

OCTOBER. Numerous t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  were conducted i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  
t h e  upcoming deployment aboard t h e  USS DWIGHT D .  EISENHOWER. 

NOVEMBER. VAW-125 embarked on USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER on 7  November 
and t r a n s i t e d  t o  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba from 7  through 9  November. On 
8  November a  VAW-125 E-2C was t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of t h e  EISENHOWER'S f i r s t  
o p e r a t i o n a l  c a t a p u l t  s h o t  and recovery,  as t h e  ffHUMMEK" was launched 
on a  s imula ted  a e a r  a l e r t .  Operat ions dur ing  t h e  per iod  aboard t h e  
EISENHOWER c o n s i s t e d  mainly of CQ f o r  p i l o t s  and A I C  t r a i n i n g  f o r  
a i rc rew.  During t h e  s h o r t  EISENHOWER c r u i s e ,  t h e  Squadron conducted 
230 hours  of embarked f l i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and the  c o n t r o l l e r s  logged 
143 ASI's and 485 A I C ' s .  

DECEMBER. On 7  December and aga in  on 9 December , t h e  "Aler t  Hummerf'  
was launched on a Bear a l e r t .  Both launches r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
d e t e c t i o n  of  Sov ie t  Bear "Dff a i r c r a f t  over  300 mi l e s  from t h e  EISENHOWER. 
'1n both  cases ,  E-2C c o n t r o l l e d  F-14 f i g h t e r s  i n t e r c e p t e d  t h e  Bear 
a i r c r a f t  and e s c o r t e d  them whi le  they  remained i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
EISENHOWER. The Squadron f lew 73 s o r t i e s  dur ing  t h i s  s h o r t  deployment. 
VAW-125's p i l o t s  accumulated 77 a r r e s t e d  l and ings ,  and won t h e  CVW-1 
hook s c o r e  compet i t ion  wi th  a  mark of 3.53. The Squadron re turned  t o  
Norfolk,  V i r g i n i a  on 11 December. The remainder of t h i s  month was 
devoted t o  normal s h o r e  base ope ra t ions .  
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CHRONOLOGICAL ITENERARY 


The fo l lowing  is ch rono log ica l  i t i n e r a r y  of  VAW-125 a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  1977. 


1-10 J A N  
11-12 JAN 
13-14 JAN 
1 5  JAN 
16-25 JAN 
26-28 JAN 
29-30 JAN 
31 J A N  - 9 FEB 
10-11 FEB 
12-25 FEB 
26 FEB 

27 FEB 
28 FEB - 6 MAR 
7-17 MAR 
18-19 MAR 
20-21 MAR 
22 MAR 
23 MAR 

24-25 MAR 
26 MAR 

27 MAR 
28 MAR - 2 APR 
2-4 MAR 
5-18 APR 
19-22 APR 
23-24 APR 
25 APR - 1 MAY 

2-5 MAY 
6-16 MAY 
17-31 MAY 
1-5 JUN 

6-13 J U N  
14-22 JUN 
23 JUN - 4 JUL 

5-12 JUL 

Inpor t  NORVA, e x t e n s i v e  FCLP 
REFTRAIcQ V i r g i n i a  Capes 
Inpor t  NORVA 
Deployed aboard USS JOHN F KENNEDY t o  t h e  MED 
T r a n s i t ,  A t l a n t i c  
I n p o r t ,  Rota,  Spain 
REFTRA/CQ, Mediterranean 
Exerc ise  LOCKED GATE 
Cycl ic  OPS, enroute  Naples,  I t a l y  
I n p o r t ,  Naples,  I t a l y  
Guest and dependent 's  c r u i s e ,  v i c i n i t y  of 
Naples,  I t a l y  
I n p o r t ,  Naples,  I t a l y  
OPS: Tyrrhenian Sea 
I n p o r t ,  Naples,  I t a l y  
OPS: Tyrrhenian Sea 
OPS: Ionian  Sea (Phase I of Na t iona l  Week XXII) 
Anchored, Golfo de  Cas te l lamare ,  S i c i l y  
OPS: Tyrrhenian Sea (Phase I1 of Nat iona l  
Week XXII) 
OPS, Ionian  Sea (Phase 111 of Nat iona l  Week XXII) 
Anchored, August Bay, S i c i l y  (PXD Nat iona l  
Week XXII) 
OPS: T r a n s i t  Ion ian  Sea 
I n p o r t ,  Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia 
OPS: A d r i a t i c l I o n i a n  Sea 
I n p o r t ,  Naples,  I t a l y  
OPS: Ion ian  Sea 
Anchored, Souda Bay, Crete 
OPS: Eas te rn  MED (CENT0 Exerc ise  "SHAHBAZ" 
25-28 APR, evacuat ion  of E th iop ia ,  29 APR) 
I n p o r t ,  Alexandira ,  Egypt 
OPS : Eas te rn  MED (NATO Exerc ise  "DAWN PATROL 77") 
I n p o r t ,  Naples,  I t a l y  
OPS: Tyrrhenian Sea (PASSEX with HMAS MELBOURNE 
5 JUN) 
I n p o r t ,  Barcelona, Spain 
OPS: Western MED 
I n p o r t ,  Palma de  Mallorca,  Spain (Change of 

. command 1 ~ u l y )  
OPS: Western MED 
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DECLASSIFIED 


13-19 JUL 
1 9  JUL 
19-22 JUL 
22-31 JUL 
1 AUG - 1 SEP 
2 SEP - 1 NOV 
2-6 NOV 
7 NOV 
8-9 NOV 
10-11 NOV 
12-25 NOV 
26-27 NOV 
28-30 NOV 
1 DEC 
2-8 DEC 
9-10 DEC 
11-31 DEC 

I n p o r t ,  Malaga, Spain 
T r a n s i t ,  Rota ,  Spain 
I n p o r t ,  Rota,  Spain 
T r a n s i t ,  Norfolk,  VA 
I n p o r t ,  Norfolk VA (Post  Cru i se  Standdown) 
I n p o r t ,  Norfolk VA (Squadron t r a i n i n g )  
Extensive FCLP P i l o t  T ra in ing  
Embarked aboard USS DWIGHT D.  EISENHOWER 
T r a n s i t ,  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba (FTG embarked) 
Anchored, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
OPS: FTG Caribbean Area 
Anchored, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
OPS: FTG Caribbean Area 
T r a n s i t ,  Roosevelt  Roads 
OPS: AFWTF Areas 
T r a n s i t ,  Norfolk,  VA 
I n p o r t ,  Norfolk,  VA 

2 -
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S p e c i a l  Topics  

1. O p e r a t i o n a l  S t a t i s t i c s :  

HOURS FLIGHTS CARRIER 
MONTH FLOWN-- PER MONTH LAYDINGS CAT SHOTS 

JAN 
FEB 
MAR 
APR 
MAY 
J U N  
JUL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 

ATDS MISSIOK TIME 

Scheduled:  1119.8 h o u r s ,  Flown 111.7.9 h o u r s  - 99.8%. 

SORTIES 

Scheduled: 4 8 0 ,  f lown: 467 - 97.32. 

TOTAL INTERCEPTS - 2036 

TOTAL ASI'S - 2329 
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