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COMMAND ORGANIZATION AND MISSION 

1. 1976 began VAW-125's 9 th  year as an operat ional  squadron since i t s  
comnissioning on October 1, 1968. VAW-125 i s  based a t  the Naval A i r  
Stat ion,  Norfo l  k, V i r g i n i a  and i s  p a r t  o f  Car r ie r  Airborne Ear ly  Warning 
Wing TWELVE (CAEWW-12) which consists o f  s i x  operat ional  VAW squadrons; 
VAW-121, VAW-122, VAN-123, VAN-124, VAW-125 and VAN-126; and the Replace- 
ment Tra in ing Squadron, RVAW-120. A t  sea, VAN-125 i s  attached t o  Car r ie r  
A i r  Wing ONE based aboard the USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV-67). 

2. I n  Ju ly  o f  1976, CDR R. C. GENTZ completed h i s  t ou r  as Commanding 
O f f i c e r  o f  VAW-125 and was re1 ieved by CDR H. R. DOMBROWSKI. 

3. The primary mission o f  VAW-125 i s  t o  provide u n i t s  o f  the f l e e t  w i t h  
ea r l y  detec t ion and warning o f  approaching forces. The p r i n c i p l e  i s  as 
o l d  as warfare i t s e l f  but, as pract iced by VAW-125, involves the use o f  
long range radar and soph is t ica ted computer con t ro l l ed  e lec t ron ic  systems 
t o  detect,  i d e n t i f y  and repo r t  contacts wh i le  they are  s t i l l  many mi les 
from the Task Force. 

4. The squadron's a i r c r a f t ,  t he  Grumman b u i l t  E2C Hawkeye, i s  the most 
advanced and e f f e c t i v e  ea r l y  warning p la t fo rm i n  the wor ld today. A i r -
c r a f t  assigned t o  the  squadron are: 

AB 010 BUNO 158641 

AB 011 BUNO 159110 

A0 012 BUNO 160008 

AB 013 BUNO 160009 


The E2C Hawkeye i s  a  twin-engine turbo-prop capable o f  reaching a  s t a t i o n  
we l l  ahead o f  the force a t  speeds over 300 knots and a1 t i t udes  above 
30,000 feet .  The E2C w i t h  i t s  80 f o o t  wingspan and gross weight of over 
25 tons i s  one o f  the l a rges t  a i r c r a f t  operated from the deck o f  an a i r -  
c r a f t  c a r r i e r .  The crew consists o f  a  p i l o t ,  co -p i l o t ,  Combat Informa- 
t i o n  Center O f f i c e r  (CICO), A i r  Control O f f i c e r  (ACO) and F l i g h t  Techni- 
cian, who f l y  the a i r c r a f t  and operate the complex e lec t ron ic  equipment 
which i t  car r ies .  This equipment, co l  1  e c t i v e l y  c a l l  ed the Airborne 
Tac t i ca l  Data System (ATDS), forms an ai rborne extension o f  the modern 
Navy Tact ica l  Data System (NTDS) employed aboard a1 1  o f  our newer war- 
ships. The hear t  o f  the ATDS i s  a  powerful, long range radar which t rans- 
m i t s  i t s  energy through the 24 f o o t  r o t a t i n g  antenna dome atop the a i r c r a f t .  

5. Contacts detected by the radar are  analyzed and i d e n t i f i e d  by com- 
puter  con t ro l l ed  e lec t ron ics  subsystems which simultaneously d isp lay  the 
contacts t o  the operators and automat ica l ly  r epo r t  them back t o  the Task 
Force Commander. I f  a contact  i s  a  t h rea t  t o  the force, a i r c r a f t  can be 
immediately dispatched t o  in tercept ,  and i f  necessary, destroy it. The 
in te rcep t ing  a i r c r a f t  a re  d i rec ted  i n  t h i s  f l i g h t  by the E2C's computer 
through a  r ad io  data l i n k .  This assures t h a t  the a i r c r a f t  reaches a  posi-  
t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the t a rge t  t o  permit  f i n a l  v isua l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and 
at tack.  
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6. The inherent f l ex ib i l i ty  of the ATDS when operated by the highly 
trained f l igh t  crews, allows i t s  use in a variety of secondary missions 
which include directing s t r ike  a i r c ra f t  t o  t h e i r  targets ,  automatic 
radio relay t o  a s s i s t  in long range communications, and the vi tal  role 
of control and coordination during search and rescue missions. 

7. VAN-1 25 i s  composed of four main departments; Administration, Oper- 
ations,  Maintenance, and Safety. 
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS 

The most s i g n i f i c a n t  events o f  C a r r i e r  Ai rborne Ear l y  Warning Squadron 
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE f o r  the  year 1976 were: 

JANUARY. Exercise LAFAYETTE. VAN-125 p u t  the  E2C/F14 LINK 4 computerized 
data l i n k  t o  the  t e s t  i n  t h i s  US-French exerc ise i n  which the  AEW capa- 
b i l i ty  o f  t h e  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67) was used aga ins t  t h e  French A i r  
Force, c o n t r o l l e d  by G C I  s i t e s .  VAN-125 was c r e d i t e d  w i t h  i n t e r c e p t i n g  
45% o f  the  incoming r a i d s  dur ing  t h i s  two day exercise. VAW-125 re turned 
t o  Norfo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  on 27 January, a f t e r  complet ing a 7 month deployment 
t o  the  Mediterranean . 
FEBRUARY. Post-Depl oyment Standdown. 

MARCH. VAW-125 was p r i m a r i l y  occupied w i t h  in-squadron t r a i n i n g ,  and 
re f resher  t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  f o r  p i l o t s  and a i r  c o n t r o l l e r s .  

APRIL. VAW-125 conducted squadron t r a i n i n g  and re f resher  t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  
fo r  p i l o t s  and a i r  c o n t r o l l e r s .  

-MAY. Operations dur ing  t h i s  month were devoted t o  prepar ing VAN-125 f o r  
sea on board USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67). Extensive FCLP was conducted 
t o  b r i n g  a l l  p i l o t s  back t o  c a r r i e r  readiness. 

JUNE. VAW-125 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  REFTRA and CQ operat ions and TYT-1 aboard 
JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67) i n  the  VACAPES opera t ing  area. VAW-125's NFO's 

were pr imary c o n t r o l l e r s  f o r  MISSLEX1es w i t h  A6 and A7 a i r c r a f t .  

-JULY. VAN-125 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  TYT-2 aboard USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67) i n  
the  Roosevelt Roads opera t ing  area. The h i g h l i g h t  o f  TYT-2 was a 3 day 
m i s s i l e  shoot a t  the  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  Weapons Range (AFWR) a t  Roosevel t 
Roads. VAW-125 f lew 23.3 hours i n  d i r e c t  support o f  both F14 and A7 mis- 
s i l e  f i r i n g s .  

AUGUST. VAW-125 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  TYT-3 and the  Operat ional Readiness Eval- 
ua t i on  (ORE), Most missions dur ing  TYT-3 consisted o f  a i r  i n t e r c e p t  
con t ro l  , and s t r i k e  c o n t r o l  m i  ssions . During t r a n s i t  f rom the Roosevel t 
Roads Operating area t o  the  Jacksonv i l l e  operat ing area, VAW-125's E2's 
were launched on two d i f f e r e n t  occasions r e s u l t i n g  i n  the  detec t ion  and 
n te rcep t ion  of two Soviet  Bear "D" a i r c r a f t .  45.9 hours were f lown by 
the  squadron i n  support o f  t he  ORE, and VAN-125 was awarded a grade o f  
OUTSTANDING. 
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SEPTEMBER. On the  second o f  September, VAN-1 25 departed Nor fo l  k aboard 
USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67) f o r  a sho r t  two and one-hal f  month deployment 
t o  the  North A t l a n t i c .  VAN-125 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a 14 day NATO exerc ise 
named TEAMWORK 76. This was the  l a r g e s t  North A t l a n t i c  NATO exerc ise 
ever undertaken, i n v o l v i n g  over 200 ships, 300 a i r c r a f t ,  30 submarines, 
and over 80,000 personnel. VAN-125's pr imary missions were SSSC and AEW, 
and 580 AS1 ' s  were completed dur ing  the  exerc ise.  The squadron coordin- 
ated 4 an t f - sh ip  s t r i k e s ,  and detected, tracked, and in te rcep ted  4 Soviet  
BEAR and 2 BADGER a i r c r a f t .  During t h i s  exerc ise on 23 September, a 
TORCHBEARER crew f l y i n g  a b a r r i e r  o f  72 degrees 18 minutes n o r t h  and 20 
degrees oo minutes east, operated f u r t h e r  n o r t h  than any E2C t o  date. 

OCTOBER. VAW-125 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  NATO exerc ise BONDED ITEM, a s i x  day 
exerc ise i n  the  North Sea. This exerc ise provided an e x c e l l e n t  oppor- 
t u n i t y  f o r  AEW and AIC t r a i n i n g ,  us ing the  F14 Tomcat against  a i r  opposi- 
t i o n  cons is t i ng  o f  German F104's and F4's. The E2C's passive de tec t i on  
system (PDS) proved successful i n  l o c a t i n g  and t r a c k i n g  a Sov ie t  Kresta 11. 

NOVEMBER. VAN-125 a r r i v e d  i n  Norfo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  on the  11th  o f  November. 
A f t e r  a sho r t  standdown, the  squadron began prepar ing f o r  t he  upcoming 
Mediterranean deployment. 

DECEMBER. This month was devoted t o  extensive re f resher  t r a i n i n g  f o r  
m  o  t  s  and NFO's i n c l u d i n g  FCLPts i n  prepara t ion  f o r  a 15 January 
deployment t o  t h e  Mediterranean. A s i g n i f i c a n t  amount o f  t ime was spent 
i n  adapting t h e  LINK 11 program t o  USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV 67) program 
a f t e r  t he  t r a n s i t i o n  f o r  both u n i t s  from Model 3 t o  Model 4. The high- 
l i g h t  of t h i s  month was an awards ceremony on 17 December a t  which, COM-
NAVAIRLANT, VADM GREER, presented VAN-1 25 w i t h  the  COMNAVAIRLANT B a t t l e  
"E", t he  CINCLANTFLT ''Golden Anchor", and the  CNO Safety "St' awards. 
VAW-125 i s  t h e  o n l y  Navy u n i t  known t o  date, t o  rece ive  a l l  th ree awards 
i n  the  same year. 



1-3 JAN 
4-1 0  JAN 
11-15 JAN 
16-17 JAN 
17-26 JAN 
27 JAN 
28 JAN-28 FEB 
1  MAR-1 MAY 
2  MAY-8 JUN 
8-18 JUN 
19-22 3UN 
23 JUN-2 JUL 
3-8 3UL 
9-12 JUL 
13-22 JUL 
23-28 JUL 
29 JUL-8 AUG 
9-12 AUG 
13 AUG 
14 AUG-1 SEP 
2 SEP 

3-10 SEP 
11 -23 SEP 
24 SEP 
25 SEP-1 OCT 
2-3 OCT 
4-7 OCT 
8-10 OCT 
11-16 OCT 
17 OCT 
18-25 OCT 
26 OCT 
27-29 OCT 
30 OCT-10 NOV 
11 NOV-31 DEC 

CHRONOLOGICAL ITINERARY 

Inpo r t  Barcelona, Spain 
F14/E2C vs F1 G C I  
I npo r t  Ma1 aga, Spain 
I npo r t  Rota, Spain 
T rans i t  At1 an t i c  
Ar r i ve  Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  
Standdown, I npo r t  Norfol k, V i r g i n i a  
I npo r t  Norfol k, V i r g i n i a  
FCLP, I npo r t  Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  
REFTRA/CQ V i rg i n i a  Capes 
I npo r t  Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  
TYT-1, V i r g i n i a  Capes 
I npo r t  Norfol k ,  V i r g i n i a  
T rans i t , Roosevelt Roads, PR 
TYT-2 
I npo r t  Mayport, F l  ord ia  
TYT-3 
ORE, Jacksonvi 11 e  Operating Area 
Trans i t  t o  Norfol k, V i r g i n i a  
Inpor t  Norfol k, V i r g i n i a  
Deployed aboard USS JOHN F. KENNEDY (CV-67) t o  North 
A t l a n t i c  
Transi t ,  North A t l a n t i c  
Exercise TEAMWORK 76 
Trans i t  t o  Edinburgh, Scotland 
I npo r t  Edinburgh, Scotland 
CYCLIC Operations 
rnpor t  N i l  helmshaven, Germany 
CYCLIC Operations 
Exercise BONDED ITEM 
Trans i t  Portsniouth, England 
Inpor t  Portsmouth, England 
CYCLIC Operations 
I npo r t  Brest, France 
Trans i t  At1 an t i c  
I npo r t  Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  
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