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C a r r i e r  Ai rborne E a r l y  Uarning Squadron 
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FOUR 
*1968* Command H i s t o r y  

Chronology o f  Events 

JANUARY 
5 Departed NAS Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  f o r  REFTRA i n  Caribbean (Guantanamo, 

Cuba Operat ing Area) aboard the  USS INDEPENDENCE (CVA-62). 
8 Commenced REFTRA i n  Caribbean. 

FEBRUARY 
4 Completed REFTRA i n  Caribbean/enroute t o  Jacksonv i l le ,  F l o r i d a  

Operat ing Area f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  USS INDEPENDENCE'S O R I .  
9-11 USS INDEPENDENCE O R I .  
11 4 a i r c r a f t  f l y  o f f  f o r  NAS Nor fo lk .  
12 Remainder of squadron a i r l i f t e d  home a f t e r  dockfng a t  Naval S ta t ion ,  

Mayport, F lo r i  da . 
MARCH 

5 F i r s t  f u l l y  designated f l i g h t  crew formed - CDR T. R. OVERDORF; 
LTJG D. R, BELL; LTJG J.  M. GIFFORD; LTJG J .  N. LONGWORTH; AT1 
B. C o  LIEBOLD. 

21 Departed NAS Nor fo l  k fo r  REFTRA/ORI i n  Jacksonvi 11e Operat ing Area 
aboard USS INDEPENDENCE. 

APRIL 
9-11 P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  OR1 i n  Jacksonvi 1l e ,  F l o r i d a  Operat ing Area. 

12 Returned t o  NAS Norfo lk .  
13 Dependent ' s  Day Cruise aboard the USS INDEPENDENCE. 

14- 15 O f f  loaded a t  NAS Nor fo l k .  
30 Departed NAS NORVA f o r  Mediterranean Cruise aboard the  USS IN~~~NDENcE. 

JUNE 
5 

5-10 
8 

1Q- 14 
10-27 
15-27 -

Part ic l 'pated i n  exerc ise  w i t h  "Small Boys" w h i l e  between Berntlda and 
the  Azore Is lands .  
In-chop SIXTH F lee t .  
Rel ieved USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) a t  Polensa Bay, M a j ~ r c a .  
VAN-124 r e l i e v e d  VAN-121 Detachment 42. 
Commenced SIXTH F l e e t  Operations. 
I n p o r t  Athens, Greece - f i r s t  l i b e r t y  p o r t ,  

Departed Athens, Greece f o r  operat ions i n  the  Mediterranean. 
SIXTH F l e e t  Operatlons. 
Detected 2 Badger A i  r c r a f t .  
I n p o r t  Messina, I t a l y .  
Co-pf l o t s  conduct FCLP ' s  a t  NAF S i  gone1l a .  
SIXTH F l e e t  Operatlons. 
Z5.Exercise FLAPEX - 20th  Ann iversary  o f  S IXTH Fleet .  E-2A ,wa; 

f l i g h t  o f  2 F-4's and 2 F-8's t o  s t a r t  the massive A i r  Show of 
100 U, S o  A l  r c r a f t .  

I n p o r t  V a l l e t t a ,  Mal ta.  



9 
JULY 

10-15 

AUGUST 
1-5 
6- 12 

13-15 

Departed V a l l e t t a ,  Ma1 ta .  

SIXTH F l e e t  Operations. 

10 Exerc i  se AAWEX-40T. 

I n p o r t  I s tanbu l ,  Turkey. 

20 Change o f  Command - CDR To R e  OVERDORF, 

O f f i c e r ,  r e l l e v e d  by CDR R. A. SPARGO. 

Enroute Thessal on i  k t ,  Greece. 

I n p o r t  Thessaloni k i  , Greece. 

Enroute Toulon, France. 


Enrou t e  Soul on, France, 

I n p o r t  Toulon, France. 

I n p o r t  Naples, I t a l y .  


Squadron's F i r s t  Commanding 

14 Change o f  Command - Commander SIXTH F lee t ,  VADM MARTIN, 
r e l i e v e d  by VADM RICHARDSON aboard USS INDEPENDENCE. 

SIXTH F l e e t  Operations. 
17-23 Exerc lse DEEP FURROW 68. 
27-28 Exerc ise SEEP (SIXTH F l e e t  Escor t  Eva1 ua t i on  Program). 
I n p o r t  Go l fe  Juan, France. 

SEPTEMBER 

8 


9- 13 


OCTOBER 
1-2 

NOVEMBER 
1 


1-3 

4- 12 


12-25 

26-30 

Departed Go1 f e  Juan, France. 

SIXTH F l e e t  Operations. 

10-12 Exercise POOPDECK. 

I n p o r t  Palma, Majorca. 

13 2 p l  1 o t s  , 6 copi 1 o t s  , and 13 maintenance crews depart  f o r  


Naval S t a t i o n  Rota, Spain f o r  FCLP's. 
Detachment re tu rns  from NS Rota, Spain and commences C a r r i e r  quals. 
SIXTH F l e e t  Operations. 
29-30 Exerc ise CAAWtX I11 and c o m p e t i t ~ v e  operat ions w i t h  USS 

FORRESTAL (CVA-59). 

Annual Comnandi ng O f f i c e r ' s  Conference i n  Argosto l  i Bay, aboard 

USS INDEPENDENCE. 

SIXTH F l e e t  Operat ions/enroute Genoa, I t a l y .  

Inpor t  Genoa, I t a l y . 

SIXTH F l e e t  Operations. 


Exerc ise PHIBLEX I (5/69) w i t h  USS FORRESTAL. 

2 a i r c r a f t  f l y  t o  NAF Sigonel l a  f o r  FCLP's. 

SIXTH F l e e t  Operat i  onsjenroute L i  vorno, I t a l y .  

I n p o r t  Livorno, I t a l y .  

SIXTH F l e e t  Ophrations. 

12-16 Exerc ise EDEN APPLE. 

19-23 Exercise NATIONAL WEEK. 

I n p o r t  Taranto, I t a l y .  




DECEMBER 
1-2 Departed Taranto, I t a l y .  
3-6 SIXTH F l e e t  Operat ions . 
7-9 

10- 15 
Anchored S t  Paul ' s  Bay, 
l n p o r t  Val l e t t a ,  Ma1 t a .  

Ma1 t a .  



I 

N a r r a t i  ve 
I 

Four months a f t e r  oommi ssf  on1 ng , C a r r i e r  A i  rbopne Ear l y  Uarn! ng Squadron 
.ONE HUNDRED TUENTY FOUR (VAW-124) made t s  i n I  t t a l  c r u i s e  on 5 Jhnuary 1968, 
As a member o f  A t tack  C a r r i e r  A i r  Ulng SEVEN (CVW-f), t he  squadron commenced 
re f resher  t r a i n i n  i n  the Guahtanamo Bay, Cuba, Operattng Area aboard the 
USS INDEPE~DENCE$cV~-62) .  Upon cwhplet lon o f  the t r a l n l h g  pa r lod  and p a r t -  
i c i p a t l  bn i q  the sh ip "  Operat ional Readiness Inspect ion  (ORI) from 9 t h r y
11 February, t he  squadron a f r l i f t e d  back t o  NAS Nor fo l k  from the  kaval  S ta t ion ,  
Mhyport, F l  or1 da. 

f o r  the  next  month, VAW-124 readlad i t s e l f  f o r  the next  s h o r t  c ru i se  and 

It s  f i r s t  OR1 . On 21 March 1968, VAN- 184 departed NAS Nor fo l  k fop  re f resher  

t r a f n i n g  and OR1 I n  the  Jacksonvi l  l e ,  F lo r i da ,  Operattng Area abodrd the USS 

INDEPENDENCE, Completing REFTRA and OR1 on 11 Aprf 1, t he  squadron re turned t o  

NAS Nor fo l k  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  I n  a Dependant's Day Cruise the  very nex t  day, 


A f t e r  two weeks o f  r e s t ,  VAW-124 d e p a r t e d l i ~ ~  Nor fo l k  f o r  t he  ~ l e d l r e r -  

randan and the  SIXTH F l e e t  on 30 A p r l l  , aboard the USS INDEPENDENCE. A f t e r  

t rans1 t i n  the  A t l a n t i c  Ocean, the  sh ip  and a i r  group tnchopped t o  the SIXTH 

F l e e t  re1  1evIng the  USS FRANKLIN D. ROdSEVELT (CVA-42) a t  Polensa Bay, Majorca 

bfl 9 May, The f i r s t  a i r  operat ions were commenced passing Sard in ia  proceeding 

Thto ' the Tyrrheni an Sea , 


The f f r s t  operat ionql  pe r iod  was t o  have ended w i t h  l i b e r t y  i n  Taranto, 

I t a l y ,  but, un for tunate ly ,  a change i n  operat ional  schedule necessi tated 

cance l l a t i on  o f  the  p o r t  c a l l .  Then, a f t e r  t y o  weeks o f  operattons around 

I t a l y  and Greece, WDEPENDENCE procreded t b r o ' g h  the  Sea o f  Crete anchorfng 

I n  Athens, Greece on the  evening o f  27 May. &par t i ng  Athens a f t e r  a week 

i n p o r t ,  f l i g h t  operat ions were conducted f o r  &\ roup o f  d i s t i ngu ished  

t h a t  werq aboard, i nc lud fng  the Pr ince o f  I r a n  1brother- in- law t o  the 

and members o f  t he  I r a n i a n  War Co14ege8 A f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  the  guests t o  

the s h i p  headed f o r  sea, conducting a i r  operat ions w h i l e  t r a n s i t i n g  between 

Greece and I t a l y .  


On the  10th o f  Ju l y ,  the oh1 arr iv,ed a t  Me~sfna,  S i c i l y ,  During the  i n p o r t  
pe r iod  some o f  the  p i l o t s ,  co-pi !ots ,  and maintqnance personnel proceeded t o  
NAF Sigonel la, S l c f  l y  t o  conduct F i e l d  C a r r l s r  Landing Prac t i ce  (FCLP Is )  for 
subsequent c a r r i e r  qua1 i f i c a t i o n ,  The t r a i n i n  e continued f o r  the  next  two 
Jbeks as crews were r o t a t e d  between INDEPENDEN E and NAF Sigonel la.  A f t a r  
f f v e  days i npo r t ,  the  s h i p  departed Massina t o  begin preparat ions f o r  the  20th 
AWhlVersa~y o f  the  S I x t h  F l e e t  on the 25th o f  June. The theme o f  the ceremony 
was "Power For Peacen, and, as a p a r t  o f  the  ce lebra t ion ,  one VAW-124 EF2A l e d  
a f l t g h t  o f  2F-4% and 2F-8's t o  @tarta massive a l r  show o f  100 U. S. a i r c r a f t  
f rom INDEPENDENCE and the  USS SHANGRI-LA (CVA-38). The ce leb ra t i on  was designed 
t o  demonstrate t h a t  Unf t e d  State$ forces were present i n  t h i s  l a rge  land-locked 
sea t o  a s s f s t  a l l i e s  i n  the  preservat ion  of peace and freedom, 



When the  a i r  show was over,  normal ope ra t i ons  cont inued u n t i l  t he  29 th  o f  
June when INDEPENDENCE dropped anchor a t  V a l l e t t a ,  Mal ta ,  On the  9 t h  o f  J u l y ,  
t he  s h l p  d e p a ~ t e d  Ma l ta  f o r  I s t a n b u l ,  Turkey minus two squadron o f f i c e r s ,  LTJG 
LAMEM and LPJG ESKRIDGE were aboard the  USS SELLERS (DDG-11) and the  USS MACDOUNGH 
(DLG-81, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  f o r  four  days t o  observe f l e e t  opera t ions  i n  t he  "Blackshoe" 
Navyb On 14 J u l y ,  INDEPENDENCE steamed through t he  Dardanel les i n t o  t he  Sea o f  
Marmara and on t o  t he  Bosporus, the  s t r a i t s  which l ead  t o  t h e  B lack  Sea, a r r i v i n g  
i n  I s t anbu l ,  Turkey on the  15 tho  

Whi le i n p o r t  I s t a n b u l ,  Commander To  R. OVERDORF was r e l i e v e d  by Commander 
R. A, SPARGO, Commander OVERDORF, who faced  t h e  monumental t ask  o f  commissioning 
and o r g a n i z i n g  t he  squadron and makjng i t  ready f o r  i t s  f i r s t  ope ra t i ona l  deploy- 
ment, had a  very  success fu l  yeaP as Commandfng O f f i c e r ,  Guest speaker f o r  t h e  
change o f  command was Capta in  C. A, HILL, Jr., Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  t he  USS 
INDEPENDENCE, 

A f t e r  a  d i f f i c u l t  week i n  I s t a n b u l ,  because o f  s t uden t  demonstrat tons, the  
shf p  depar ted and headed o u t  i n t o  t h e  Aegean Sea where f l i g h t  opera t ions  con t inued  
e n i o h t e  t o  Thessalon i  k i  (Sa lon i  ka , Greece. U n l i k e  t he  r e c e p t i o n  i n  I s t a n b u l ,  
Sh lon ika  was a  very  q u i e t  p o r t ,  1f t e r  t h r e e  days, t h e  s h i p  depar ted f o r  a t  sea 
opera t ions ,  but ,  due t o  a  s h f p ' s  equipment f a i l u r e ,  had t o  s e t  course f o r  Toulon, 
France f b r  necessary r e p a i r s ,  On t h e  6 t h  o f  August, fhe s h i p  anchored a t  t h e  
French Naval Base a t  Toulon. Repajrs completed, t h e  s h i p  depar ted on the  12 th  
enroute f o r  Naples, I t a l y  and t h e  SIXTH F l e e t  Change of Command. INDEPENDENCE 
had t h e  honor o f  h o s t l n g  t he  Change o f  Command ceremony f o r  t he  Commander U, So  
SIXTH F l e e t ,  The n e x t  day t he  s h i p  depar ted Naples f o r  severa l  weeks o f  i n t e n -  
s i v e  NATO exerc ises  w i t h  t h e  Royal H e l l e n i c  Armed Forces, and a  SIXTH F l e e t  A n t i -  
a1r Warfare Exerc ise ,  On t he  28th,  upon comple t ion  o f  exerc ises ,  INDEPENDENCE 
headed f o r  GoSfe Juan, France, 

Whi le enroute t o  Go l f e  Juan, Commander A t t a c k  C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SEVEN (CVW-71, 
Commander MORIN,  c a l  l e d  an a i r  w ing  meet ing i n  t he  wardroom, The purpose o f  t h e  
meet4ng was t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t he  Golden T a i l  Hook Award t o  t h a t  squadron which 
had the b e s t  c a r r i e r  land ings  d u r i n g  t h e  August ope ra t i ng  pe r i od ,  The Golden 
Ta i  1 hook was awa~ded t o  VAN-124, 

A r r i v i n g  i n  Go l f e  Juan, France on t he  29 th  o f  August, everyone enjoyed a  
week reconnoi t e r f n g  t h i s  most e x c l u s i v e  p a r t  o f  t h e  French R l v i e r a ,  On 10 
September, t h e  s h f p  r e l u c t a n t l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  sea and began ope ra t i ng  again, p a r t -
i c i p i t i n g  i n  an exe rc i se  w i t h  the  Spanish forces, which was completed on the  
12 th ,  A l l  o f  t he  c o - p i l o t s ,  two p i l o t s ,  and 13 maintenance men depar ted on 13 
September f o r  Naval S t a t i o n ,  Rota, Spain f o r  F i e l d  C a r r i e r  Landing P r a c t i c e ,  On 
the  f 4 t h ,  INDEPENDENCE a r r i v e d  a t  Po l  lensa  Bay, Majorca f o r  a  day i n p o r t ,  On 
t he  16tR, t h e  s h j p  depar ted and proceeded t o  Palma, M $ ~ o r c a ,  Depar t ing  on the  
23rd, normal a i r  opera t ions  were qonducted w i t h  t he  re tu rned  detachment f rom 
RotaA and c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  commenced, A i r  opera t ions  con t inued  a t  a  normal 
pace u n t i  l 29 September when a  s e r l e s  o f  exerc ises  w i t h  the  USS FORRESTAE (CVA-59) 
were conduc ted,  

Upon complet fon o f  t h e  exerc ises ,  FORRESTAL steamed i n  company t o  A r g o s t o l i  
Bay, Greece, There, on t h e  1 s t  and 2nd o f  October, INDEPENDENCE was h o s t  t o  t he  
annual SIXTH F l e e t  Commanders Conference. A t  the  conc l  usf on o f  t he  cbnference, 



INDEPENDENCE departed A r g o s t o l i  and began c y c l i c  h i r  operat ions; these cont inued 
u n t i % our  a r r i v a l  i n  Genoa, I t a l y o  Leaving a f t e r  9 days i n  po r t ,  normal opera- 
t i o n s  were resumed, 

On 17 October, the squadron was the r e c i p i e n t  o f  another award from the A i r  
Wing Commander, This was the "Uor ld Uar I F l y i n  Ace Award f o r  Airmanship," 
This  may sound f r i v o l o u s ,  bu t  the award i s  s e r i o  !s and i s  g iven t o  t h a t  squad- 
ron  which" d isp lays  the  bes t  "esp4r t  de corps" and aikmanship i n  the a i r  wing. 
This  award r e s u l t e d  p r i m a r i l y  from the  success achieved dur ing  the exerc ise  
w i t h  FORRESTAL dur ing  l a t e  Septemher. The sh lp  cdncluded the  month w i t h  another 
exerc i  se w l  t h  FORRESTAL 

On 2-3 November, the sh ip  anchored i n  Arancl Bay, Sardina t o  cg$ch up on our  
a d h i n i s t r a t i v e  paperwork p r i o r  t o  proceeding t o  L ivorno,  I t a l y .  L! prno i s  s i t -  
uated very near t o  Rome, p rov id ing  everyone w i t h  an oppor tun i ty  t o  t o  Pisa, 
Florence and the  Eterna l  C i  t y o  

Depart ing on the 12th, the s h i p  conducted operat ions u n t i l  25 Pjavember. 
Dirr i n g  t h i s  time, p r i o r  t o  INDEPENDENCE a r r i v i n g  i n  Toranto, I t a l y, the s h i p  
par t4 e i pated I n two NATO exe rc i  ses, ' The in p o r t  per1 od p rov i  ded the  opportuni t y  
t o  r e l a x  and ce lebra te  Thanksgivfng Day away from the h u s t l e  and b u s t l e  o f  a t  
sea operat ions,  Leaving on the 2nd o f  December, the sh ip  commenced the nex t  
opera t iona l  period, conduct ing C a r r i e r  Qual i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  F-4 and RA-5C replace-  
ment p % " l o t s .  To seduce the deck l oad ing  dur ing  t h i s  t ime, VAN-124 operated 
two a i r c r a f t  f rom NAF S i  gone1 l a .  Recovering the  two a i r c r a f t  on the  4 th  o f  
December, the  s h i p  cont inued hormal f l i g h t  operat ions u n t i l  the 7 t h  when 
INDEPENDENCE anchored i n  S t  Pau l ' s  Bay, Mal t a .  On the  morning o f  10 Dqcember, 
the s h i p  a r r i v e d  a t  V a l l e t t a ,  Malta. 

A f t e r  6 days r e s t  i n  V a l l & t t a  and a week o f  a i r  operat ions, whlch inc luded 
two exerc ises,  the  sh ip  regurned t o  Athens on the 23rd f o r  Christmaso Negdless 
t o  say, I t  wasn ' t  anyth ing l jke Christmas and New Years a t  home. Wf t h  1968 
drawing t o  a close, the squadton looked back on a very successful  year  and 
hoped t h a t  t he  subsequent years would be as successfu l ,  



Command Organi za t ion 

Commandi ng OfPl ce rs  : 
0 1  September 1967 t o  20 J u l y  1968 

Commander Thomas R, OVERDORF, U. S. Navy, 510882/1310 
20 J u l y  1968 t o  Present  

Commander R ichard  A, SPARGO, U o  S o  Navy, 58604611310 

Execu t i ve  O f f i  cers:  
01  September I967 t o  17 A p r i  l 1968 

L ieu tenan t  Commander Monroe J , AHRENSTEIN, U. S. Navy, 61467811320 
17 A p r i l  1968 t o  20 J u l y  1968 

Commander R ichard  A, SPARGO, U. S. Navy, 58604611310 
20 J u l y  1968 t o  27 September 1968 

L ieu tenan t  Commander Monroe J . AHRENSTEIN, U a  S. Navy, 61467811320 
27 September 1968 t o  Present  

Commander Charles C. ROSE, U o  S o  Navy, 52532311310 

Loca t i on  o f  Command: 
0 1  September 1967 t o  05 January 1968: NAS ~ o r f o l k f  OPCON CAEWW TWELVE 
05 January 1968 t o  12 February 1968: Caribbean (Guantanamo, Cuba, Opera t ing  

Area); REFTRA CVW SEVEN 
12 February 1968 t o  21  March 1968: NAS Nor fo l k ;  OPCON CAEWW TWELVE 
2 1  March 1968 o 12 A p r l l  1968: J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a ,  Operat ing Area; 

REFTRAIORI 4VW SEVEN 
1 2  Ap r i  S 1968 t o  30 Ap r i  l 1968: NAS N o r f o l k ;  OPCON CAEWW TWELVE 
30 A p r i  l 1968 t o  Present :  Mediterranean; SIXTH F l e e t  CVU SEVEN 

Miss ion  o f  Command: 
To a c t  as an a i r b o r n e  t a c t f c a l  command and c o n t r o l  cen te r  f o r  o f f e n s i v e  

and de fens ive  f l e e t  o p e r a t i  ons by p r o v i  d l  ng a i  rborne  e a r l y  warn i  ng and a i  r c r a f t  
s e r v l  ces through data 9 i n k  and v o i  ce communications. 

Composi tion o f  Command: 
Four ( 4 )  Grumman E-2A "Hawkeye" a i r c r a f t ;  Bureau Numbers 152476, 152477, 152478, 
and 152479, 

Personnel on board 31  December 1968: 
25 O f f i c e r s  - 24 a re  i n  a f l i g h t  s t a t u s  
114 E n l i s t e d  - 6 a re  i n  a f l l g h t  s t a t u s  

Squadron N i ckname : 
"The BULLSEYE HUMMERS" 

Squadron Motto:  
"The BULLSEME Squadron - Center o f  F l e e t  Defense" 
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The squadmon embarked aboazd U S  L .D3D34dD%l\rCE,C -8-02 j on 4 January 
f o r  a snor t  "saa~edown'' c ruise  i n  tne  Gariboean area culminating i n  a Op-
e ra t i ona l  rkal iness  Inspection (UIZT) f o r  the shi? from "he oth trlrough the  
10th of February. During t n i s  period of operations, two hanc'overs v ia  
Link 11were com~leted successfully using the  FJ -1dL -dOS-301 I,rogram. 
These handovers were t he  f i r s t  such narldovers accon:plished i n  the  At lant ic  
Fleet .  

h r  ng this time, i n  order  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  nlaintenance e f f o r t s  and 
e s t  . d i s h  a "nom;all' routine f o r  ~ e r s o n a e l  while a f l oa t ,  two helve-hour  
s h i f t s  were e s t a ~ l i s h e d  (0700 - 1900, and 1900 - 0700). A major nroolem 
concerning these s h i f t s  was tne conf l i c t  with the  numerous sh in ' s  d r i l l s  
'ue~ng held, It was fu r the r  d e t e n i n e d  t h a t  i n  hrder t o  cood ina t e  and nlanage 
the  two s i i i f t s  w i t h  e f  t'iciency and continuity,  ktlo I'aintenance Control Petty 
Officers were neces s a w .  

A major rsroolen! arose during triis ~ e r i o d  with tne  occurelice of a 
s e r i e s  ( four)  of p r o ~ c l l e r  decoupling incidents.  This resul ted i n  &n 
engine and yrone l le r  change on a i r c r a f t  FjUI;O 15247t. The ~ rob l em was 
believed t o  have Deen a f au l ty  p rone l le r  feathering reservior.  

fi'urthemlore, s u ~ y l yoecame a proolem a s  ''L) S ( G )  and duuRS(,i) iterris in-  
creased during period due t o  non-availabil i ty of e s sen t i a l  pa r t s .  At.lis 

major efc'ort w a s  required t o  maintain one "uptf s t a t u s  systen a . ~ r c r a f t  a s  
the  s w p ' s  10L was incorr,plete with rebard t o  A ? d l s  f o r  the  HI~/SH-~~ 
Compu~er Debector system. 

Puring t~ l isperiod, a i r c r a f t  readiness was adversely affected oy 
wholesale iiydraulic system contamination on -11 squadron a i r c r a f t .  r3Uring tne  
at-sea neriod (21 ,iarch - 13 q r i l j, fly-aaoard f l i g h t s  were r: ade ,y three 
of the  a i r c r a f t ,  The four th  a i r c r a f t ,  UldG 152477, did not jo in  the  squadron 
during the  month of tiarch due t u  t a i l  nlodifications ( o e ~ u n  20 riarch) atid the  
af orementioner ilyd r au l i c  contamination pmolen . Eany hours were exqendecl i n  
f lushi% hydraulic systenys and suosequent anal: sis of c o n t a  inated I lu id  . 



Kaintemnce e f i o r t s  3ecme oased upon an operational  sc-iedule t o  two 
"up" a i r c r a f t ,  each f ly ing  a t r i p l e  cycle of 4.5 t o  5.0 hours t o  cover a 
da i ly  commitment of 1; t o  10f l i g h t  hours. fi1 rcajor naintenance was planned 
and nerformed during tile non-flight operational  periods. The ren.ainin, two 
a i r c r a f t  w e r e  used a s  "spare qarts" ins due t o  supqly systerr, def ic iencies  and 
malf ullc t ions  i n  the  SAGE oench. Jinety- f ixe  i t e ~ s  were canni ~ a l i z e d  . 

The most ser ious  nroblems were: (1 )  non-availability of gaps ~ a r ~  
tunes f o r  t ne  P S - 9 6  Radar System (two were ourned ou t )  resu l t ing  i n  two 
down systems f o r  a two week i l i terval;  ( 2 )  f a i l u r e  of th ree  rudder tan  
hinges ( U R  0 0 4  aiid Ui: ~01.5 of 30 'hY 19bb) (frozen oearirigs) ; and (3 )  
f l an  problems caused o y  corrosion i n  the  dmo? actuator  worm gear  as.,err,dly, 
and a s l ipping f l ap  gear oox (uR 0010 of 3 ,Aand uL  6012 of 11I AY 19jL). 

S i e r r a  reports ,  T i r s t  devised and w e 6  3 7  the squadron c!uring the  
aforenlentioned lj;U, were used regular ly  t o  repor t  system s t a t u s  and defective 
equiprrent. The r e ~ o r t  consis ts  of a r1atri.x of l e t ke r s  and nu: J e r s  with com-
oination f o r  a s ~ e c i f i cqlece of gear o r  nlission cana , i l i tg .  'lilis allowed 
mint-nance t o  have technicians and na r t s  ava i laa le  upon a i r c r a f t  recc very. 

From 4 to  26 Zune, 15247 1 and ,L .iGtwo a i r c r a f t  ( ~ ~ l l . i j  15;247u ) were 
aasec! ashore a t  Sigonella, Sic i ly ,  t o  provide FCLP ~ > r a c t i c ef o r  squadron 
co-pilots. Yhile ashore oo$h a i r c r d t  were extensrvely t rea ted  f o r  corrosion, 
and 7aintet3. ::t l l i r d  a i r c r a f t  anoad  shir, a l so  received t :is treatn.ent. 

The nlaintenance el" .'art w a s  greatl-27 vexec' oy  an i;lcreasing n:ultitude 
of C1 d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Within the  l a t  ~ e r  ( ~ a l fof tne rrion-ih, extellsive avionics 
n aintenance w a s  required all the C I  systei,!s of a l l  alrcral"t.  Xiese r e o c c ~ r r i n g  
n r o ~ l e n ~ s  r ing f i e l d  representative protrpted tile squadron t o  request ail en,,ine 
>or technical  assistarice an tile G1. 



JULY 1968 

A ner-sonal Cone" was received frorr, Wiq iAeisJC O P - C m I V  POUR and 
C&'l' H i l l ,  Conimamling Of?icer, JSS IIEWJ~~D:id'CX,;or the successful  e f f o r t s  
of the  squadron i n  t ne  i r l i t i a l  detect ion an? resu l t ing  in te rcep t ion  of two 
"8adgerm over f l igh t s  a t  nlaximum distance i n  June. 

:'he squadron a l so  received a C0:i'i~~A~VrklUiT ward i n  July  i n  Safety 
recognition of an accident-free year of flying ciuririg f i s c a l  year 19&, 

W ,th regard t o  maintena?ce ei'Torts, i n s t a l l a t i o n  of tlii'c #106, C-2 
/$-2 l a t e r a l  f e e l  carr:'s, was com~leted i n  a l l  a i r c r a f t .  ICY-~S~/APXVideo 
Decoders were i n s t a l l ed  i n  a l l  a i r c r a f t  during the montn. '-he i n s t a l l a t i o n  
of t h e  6Y-3641s permits the  ~r Control Off icer  (XU)t o  decode IFF indenend-
erLtly of the Combat Information Center Off icer  (CICO) . 

Au,-ust was a time of rlany d i  l f i cu l t i e s .  Par ts  camlioalized amounted t o  
an a l l  time h i@ of 109 items. ? a r t s  were slow i n  being received. - and some 
were i n  a non-RFI condition uDon receipt  (IrR OOlb of 10 SE' 6u). T*?aintenarice 
was faced with many dii'L'icu&ties. 

'The be s t  sy s t e~ r~s  was on 5a i r c r a f t ,  BUN0 152477, severzly crunched 
August oy a f o r k - l i f t  (Grdund iiccident lbpor t  1-09-0 of 11ALL- r e f e r s ) .  
It sustained s t r u c t u r a l  danage necess i ta t ing tne assignment of depot-level 
maintenance personl-el l o r  r epa i r  purposes. 3U14O 152476 was constarltly 
plagued with surbing and 11,!atin& I'ZPI~~. l l f ter  chan;;i~lg sync boxes, ,,ovemors, 
and prope l le r  regulators the  f a u l t  was found t o  be tne propel ler  d l ternator .  

i 3 1 i A i 0  15'2476 e ~ e r i e n c e d  several  discrepaacies xriicn resalted i n  t ~ l r e e  no-flap 
landings. l i f t e r  the  tnim' f a i l u r e ,  having t o t t e n  4.0 chccks on deck follow- 
ing two extensivw exaninations a f t e r  each of the  f i r s t  two landings, the  
system was almost completely ove&auled. Interim A33 i'35 was a l so  conplied 
with. a t e n s i v e  corrosion was found i n  four  droop actuators  i n s t d l e d  on t he  
a i r c r a f t .  The s m e  condit ion was found on four  other  actuators cannioalized 
from BUfJL) 152477. ii; proxintately cu_r of water was found i n  the  corroded 
actuators  - none of t-lese actuators  had the snecified 1/bth inch drain  hole 
d r i l l e d  i n  the gear box base. Ac'ditionally, tnree load l i r r~ i t e r s  were dis-
covered t o  have discreoancies su f f i c i en t l y  degrading t o  have caused t he  
poor radar detect ion and acquis i t ion experienced Ly the squadron during 
the S E P  exercises  on 27 and 2C August. 

'The maintenance s f f o r t  f o r  Septernber wad invarribly hand icaproed by 
p a ~ t s  shortages. A s  examples, two f l a p  gear  boxes and two C L i I  dower  
motors ren.ained AOC' f o ~  the  e n t i r e  month. E lo t  I s  V C I  s continued. t o  
f a i l  a t  the r a t e  of  three  a e r  month. The m a o r  aviorlics problem f o r  
Se~temberwas the  l o s s  of ground s tabi l iza . t ion i n  BUluO 152470. 



The GOA~PAiEJXECorrosion Control Inspection w a s  performsd during 
t h i s  period. 101a i r c r a f t  were tiiorou,hly cleaned ins ide  and out. ' l h i s  
no doubt helped i n  h a t  tnree  a i r c r a f t  of tile four  attainec! a krade of 
"Gu GD. It 

The cranch dmage r epa i r  of BUlijO 152477 was completed on 25 Septen-
b e r  by the  PPWdi Team from irarles. SU.iCI 15247; a l so  underwent Calendar- 
Odd inspection a t  t h i s  time, but was unable t o  oe completed due t o  the need 
f o r  a f l a ~gear  box s t i l l  ~.0~95(i;). 

uctober was a good month f o r  r~~aintenance. With the ass-stance of 
Tlr. %n Severs, the  Cl Tech 3ep assigned t o  v'~Su'-123, the squadron was 
aole  t o  correct  several  lonb standing " p i ~ e s . "  Three a i r c r a f t  were 
rr.airitained i n  ~II'Iup'l s t a t u s  f o r  the g rea te r  p a r t  of Gze month giving 
the  squadron a 90. '?>! mission ava i lao i l i ty .  

On BbiVO 152477, w i t h  t h e  ins ta l - l a t ioa  of ce %sin f l a p  hydraulics 
components, a complete t e s t  of light and cortbined nydraulic sy s t em 
including numerous wing spreads was necessi tated.  ~ ' l i2 ,ht  operations 
~recludec!  the  a v a i l a ~ i l i t y  of the necessary f l i g h t  deck area f o r  these 
t e s t s .  AS a r e su l t ,  the  ~ a l e i l d a r  - Me. Inspection i n i t i a t e d  i n  Autust 
on t he  a i r c r a f t  was fu r the r  delayed. 

A tlfreakl' accident resulted i n  a p rope l le r  change. l?uring a launch 
a orope l le r  sustained a rat i ier  large  nick i n  a blade when it picked up and 
cu t  a q l o n  br idle .  The nick was discovered a f t e r  &he normal recovery. 
do vibrat ion was f e l t  ciuring the flight. 

dovember was a period i n  wnich several  ~ r o b l e m s  amse  but niaintenar~ce 
was aole t o  rewedy them. 

:\Tear the  end of tile operating period, a s e r i e s  of radar antenna press-  
u r iza t ion  leaks occurred. Two a i r c r a f t  were discovered t o  have loose f i t -
t i ngs  i n  t - e i r  antenna asserrblies and one a i r c r a f t  required a ro ta ry  Jo in t  
change. Kith the onset of colder reat at her, hydraulic leaks becane much more 
frequent arid more severe. I n  the l a s t  s i x  weeks, i t  was necessary t o  change 
s i x  f l i g h t  control  actuators,  wilereas i n  the ~ r e v i o u s  s i x  months none had 
been needed. ?ortunately, s .are actuators  were avai lable  ticough the  supoly 
system. 



ih PC discmrancy on ~ U I T O152479 was PinaLly localized and corrected 
with the  a id  of i i r ,  C u r t  IYley, a nember of a Tech Rep teati vis,ting the  
squadron a t  t h i s  time, U s  a r e su l t  of  tearr: e f fo r t s ,  three  a i r c r a f t  with 
operaole data  l i n k s  were avai lable  Tor the A T i d i A L  \ C ? K  exe-cises (19 -
23 iduV). 

After a period of few troubles a t  the beginniiig of t he  month, a 
s e r i e s  of rlw.jor mater ia l  f a i l u r e s  occurred which g r ea t l y  reduced a i r c r a f t  
ava i lab i l i ty .  

un the  f i r s t  day of tine second l i n e  period i n  ikcerober, a n rope l le r  
regula tor  l eak  wdur red  on 3 u l K l  152479. Camlibalizatiorl of a rsropeller 
from BIJL~C)1524(6 was necessary since no spare nrupe l la r s  were aboard siii?. 

On turn-up, t,:is -nrapelldr was found t o  be defective also.  A col~siderable 
time l o s s  ensued before one good . ? r a p e l l ~ r  could oe b u i l t  up fromuthe 
two defective ones. deanwhile, i3UiuO 152470, wr~ich had been iaducted i n to  
Calendar Inspection on 7 December, was delayed ~ r i m a r i l y  due t o  the  need 
t o  canAlioalize i t s  propel ler .  hark stoppage resulted and tne  inspection 
was carried over i n to  the  following ~011th. 

On the tn i rd  day of t h i s  sattie l i n e  period, faillhe or' a vavor cycle 
d r ive  motor i n  dUNO 152L7b resulted i n  the  l o s s  and ~ a r t i a lcontamination of 
t ne  conbined hy$raulic system. This "downed" the  a i r c r a f t  u n t i l  the beginnin6 
of January and resulted i n  a net  a v a i l a b i l i t y  oZ 1.5 a ~ m l a n e s  f o r  tile month. 


