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CONFIDENTIAL 


VAW-123 COMMAND ORGANIZATION 

C a r r i e r  A i rbo rne  E a r l y  Warning Squadron 123 (VAW-123 ) . The 
SCREWTOPS f l y  t h e  Grumman E-2C Hawkeye and a r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  C a r r i e r  
A i r  Wing ONE (CVW-1) embarked aboard  t h e  USS AMERICA (CV 6 6 ) .  While 
a s h o r e ,  VAW-123 i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  C a r r i e r  Ai rborne  E a r l y  Warning Wing 
TWELVE based a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  Nor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a .  The s q u a d r o n ' s  
pr imary mi s s ion  i s  t o  p rov ide  a i r b o r n e  e a r l y  warning (AEW) and 
command and c o n t r o l  s e r v i c e s  t o  f l e e t  f o r c e s  w i t h  prompt and 
s u s t a i n e d  combat o p e r a t i o n s  a t  s e a  i n  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  of t h e  c a r r i e r  
a i r  wing,  c a r r i e r  b a t t l e  g roup ,  and t h e  Navy's g l o b a l  mar i t ime  
s t r a t e g y .  VAW-123 i s  p r e s e n t l y  commanded by Commander Michael J .  
Winslow. 

Encl  (1) 
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VAW-123 CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS CY 1991  

JANUARY 

01  

1 6  

-
-

16  

31  

CVW-1/CV 66 2-91, O p e r a t i o n  Desert S h i e l d ,  
Sea / Red Sea 
O p e r a t i o n  Desert Storm, Red Sea 

Medi t e r ranean  

f 

0 1  - 22 CVW-8 B a h r a i n  Detachment,  Saud i  A r a b i a  

FEBRUARY 

01  - 07 O p e r a t i o n  Desert Storm,  Red Sea 
07 - 28 O p e r a t i o n  Desert Storm, Arab ian  Gulf 

MARCH 

0 1  
04 

-
-

03 
31  

O p e r a t i o n  Desert Storm,  
CVW-1 / CV 66 2-91, Red 

Arab ian  Gulf 
Sea / Medi te r ranean  Sea 

APRIL 

0 1  - 1 8  CVW-1 / CV 66 2-91, Medi t e r ranean  Sea / A t l a n t i c  Ocean 

MAY 

0 1  - 31  I n p o r t  NAS N o r f o l k ,  VA 

JUNE 

04 - 1 4  F l e e t  Week, New York, NY 
1 3  - 28 FFARP, VACAPES 

JULY 

0 1  - 02 CVW-1 M i s s l e x ,  VACAPES 
10 - 1 9  REFTRA, USS AMERICA (CV 661, VACAPES 
28 - 3 1  CVW-1 Weapons Detachment,  NAS F a l l o n ,  Nevada 

AUGUST 

0 1  
2 1  

-
-

10 
3 1  

CVW-1 
CVW-1 

Weapons Detachment,  NAS F a l l o n ,  Nevada 
/ USS AMERICA (CV 6 6 )  Advanced Phase  / Combat 

Enhancement T r a i n i n g ,  Western  A t l a n t i c  

E n c l  ( 2 )  



SEPTEMBER 


0 1  - 0 5  	 CVW-1 / USS AMERICA (CV 66) C o m b a t  E n h a n c e m e n t  T r a i n i n g ,  
Western  A t l a n t i c  

1 0  - 1 9  	 OPERATION NORTH STAR 9 1 ,  N o r w e g i a n  Sea 
2 9  - 31 	 CVW-1 / USS AMERICA (CV 66) FLEETEX 1 - 9 2 ,  E a s t e r n  A t l a n t i c  

OCTOBER 

0 1  - 11 	 CVW-1 / USS AMERICA (CV 66) FLEETEX 1 - 9 2 ,  E a s t e r n / W e s t e r n  
A t l a n t i c  

31 	 C h a n g e  of Command C e r e m o n y ,  NAS N o r f o l k ,  VA 

NOVEMBER 

0 2  - 0 3  	 Search and R e s c u e ,  VACAPES 

DECEMBER 

0 2  - 31 	 CVW-1 / USS AMERICA ( C V  66) MED 1 - 9 2 ,  A t l a n t i c  O c e a n /  
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  Sea 
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JANUARY 

The SCREWTOPS s t a r t e d  1991  w i t h  a r a p i d  deployment i n  s u p p o r t  
of  Opera t ion  Desert S h i e l d .  One day a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  Red Sea ,  
Ope ra t i on  Desert Storm began,  t h r u s t i n g  t h e  SCREWTOPS i n t o  combat. 
The beginning of t h e  w a r  saw t h e  SCREWTOPS p rov id ing  a i r  de fence  f o r  
t h e  f l e e t .  A s  t h e  month p r o g r e s s e d  t h e  squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
o f f e n s i v e  s t r i k e s  i n t o  I r a q  and p rov ided  t h r e a t  d e t e c t i o n  f o r  a i r  
wing a s s e t s .  The SCREWTOPS a l s o  c o n t r o l l e d  SCUD miss i le  s u p p r e s s i o n  
packages a s  t h e y  sought  t o  d e s t r o y  t h o s e  missiles b e f o r e  t h e y  cou ld  
b e  launched.  

FEBRUARY 


I n  February  t h e  SCREWTOPS t r a n s i t e d  t o  t h e  Arabian  Gulf w i t h  
t h e  rest of t h e  CVW-1 / USS AMERICA (CV 6 6 )  B a t t l e  Group. Th i s  made 
t h e  SCREWTOPS t h e  on ly  E-2C squadron t o  o p e r a t e  i n  b o t h  t h e a t e r s  of  
t h e  w a r .  I n  t h e  Arabian  Gulf t h e  squadron con t i nued  t o  p rov ide  
a i r b o r n e  e a r l y  warning f o r  t h e  s h i p s  o p e r a t i n g  t h e r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e  SCREWTOPS c o n t r o l l e d  numerous r a i d s  a g a i n s t  c o s t a l  d e f e n s e s  and 
s t r a t e g i c  t a r g e t s  i n  Kuwait and I r a q .  

MARCH 


A t . w a r l s  end i n  March, t h e  SCREWTOPS a g a i n  t r a n s i t e d  t o  t h e  Red 
Sea t o  c o n t i n u e  c y c l i c  o p e r a t i o n s .  The b a t t l e  g roup  remained i n  t h e  
Red Sea t o  moni to r  t h e  cease f i r e  agreement  and t o  keep an American 
p r e s e n c e  i n  t h a t  r e g i o n .  A f t e r  a much h e r a l d e d  p o r t  v i s i t  i n  
Hurghada, Egypt,  t h e  SCREWTOPS began t h e  long voyage home. While 
t h e  Medi te r ranean  Sea t r a n s i t  l e f t  l i t t l e  t i m e  f o r  f l y i n g  t h e  
squadron d i d  e n j o y  some w e l l  d e se rved  rest a f t e r  t h e i r  s u c c e s s f u l  
war e f f o r t .  

APRIL 

The h i g h l i g h t  of  A p r i l  was t h e  s q u a d r o n ' s  f l y - i n  t o  NAS 
Norfolk .  There t h e  SCREWTOPS w e r e  m e t  by a l a r g e  crowd of f a m i l y  
and f r i e n d s  i n c l u d i n g  V i c e  Admiral Ready, COMNAVAIRLANT. The rest 
of  t h e  month w a s  s p e n t  w i t h  t h e  squadron en joy ing  POM p e r i o d .  

MAY 
I n  May t h e  SGREWTOPS began t h e  t a s k  of p repa r ing  f o r  an 

a c c e l e r a t e d  work up c y c l e .  The squadron f i n a l i z e d  p l a n s  t h a t  would 
c a r r y  them th rough  an  a g g r e s s i v e  t r a i n i n g  s chedu l e .  

DECLASSIFIED 
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J U N E  

June  saw t h e  squadron p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  F l e e t  Week c e l e b r a t i o n  
i n  New York C i t y .  T h i s  was d e s c r i b e d  by some a s  t h e  " g r e a t e s t  p a r t y  
e v e r  thrown." The SCREWTOPS t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  NAS Norfolk  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  FFARP t r a i n i n g  a t  nearby NAS Oceana. During t h i s  
t r a i n i n g  t h e  squadron p r a c t i c e d  advanced AAW t echn iques  w i t h  VF-102, 
a n  F-14 squadron from t h e  CVW-1 a i r  wing team. 

J U L Y  

The SCREWTOPS s t a r t e d  J u l y  w i t h  a Miss lex  i n  t h e  VACAPES 
o p e r a t i n g  a r e a .  Th i s  w a s  fo l lowed  by t h e  squad ron ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  
a n  a c c e l e r a t e d  work up c y c l e  by j o i n i n g  t h e  CVW-1 / USS AMERICA (CV 
66)  team f o r  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  (REFTRA). The major t h r u s t  of t h i s  
e x e r c i s e  f o r  t h e  SCREWTOPS w a s  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
p i l o t s .  J u l y  ended w i t h  t h e  SCREWTOPS a t  NAS F a l l o n  f o r  t h e  a i r  
wing weapons detachment.  

AUGUST 

CVW-1 weapons t r a i n i n g  con t i nued  f o r  t h e  SCREWTOPS i n  t h e  month 
of  August. Here t h e  squadron w a s  vo t ed  as t h e  most improved 
squadron i n  t h e  a i r  wing. The squadron r e t u r n e d  t o  NAS Nor fo lk  f o r  
two weeks b e f o r e  dep loy ing  f o r  Opera t ion  North S t a r  91. On t h e  way 
t o  t h i s  e x e r c i s e ,  t h e  squadron  conducted Advanced Phase  and Combat 
Enhancement T r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean. During t h e s e  e x e r c i s e s ,  
t h e  SCREWTOPS worked w i t h  f i g h t e r  and bomber squadrons  from USAF and 
Canadian f o r c e s .  

SEPTEMBER 


September marked t h e  beg inn ing  of  Opera t ion  Nor th  S t a r  91. 
During t h i s  t r a i n i n g  t h e  SCREWTOPS ope ra t ed  i n  t h e  f j o r d s  of Norway 
and had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  work w i t h  a s s e t s  n o t  normal ly  encounte red  
by E-2C squadrons .  Among t h e s e  were B r i t i s h  Sea H a r r i e r s ,  Norwegian 
F-16s and German Tornados.  Working i n  t h e  h a r s h  Norwegian Sea 
environment proved a tes t  f o r  bo th  a i r c r a f t  and p i l o t s .  The c o l d  
t e m p e r a t u r e s  and  h i g h  s e a s  w e r e  a fo rmidab le  opponent  f o r  t h e  
SCREWTOPS. A f t e r  comple t ing  a s u c c e s s f u l  North S t a r  91, t h e  
squadron made a p o r t  v i s i t  i n  Por tsmouth  , England. 
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OCTOBER 

FLEETEX 1-92 k icked  o f f  October.  This  e x e r c i s e  w a s  t h e  f i n a l  
tes t  f o r  t h e  SCREWTOPS be fo re  c r u i s e .  The squadron l i v e d  up t o  t h e  
cha l l enge .  p rov id ing  s u p e r l a t i v e  command and c o n t r o l  throughout  t h e  
ope ra t ion .  H igh l igh t s  inc luded  long range AAW a g a i n s t  USN and USAF 
a i r c r a f t  and long  range a n t i - s u r f a c e  s t r i k e s ,  a l l  of which were 
c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  SCREWTOPS. On t h e  12 th  of October t h e  squadron 
r e t u r n e d  t o  NAS Norfolk  and began a series of maintenance and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  i n s p e c t i o n s  which t h e  SCREWTOPS passed w i t h  
o u t s t a n d i n g  r e s u l t s .  CDR Michael J. Winslow r e l i e v e d  CDR Michael L. 
Maurer as Commanding O f f i c e r  of VAW-123 on 31 October.  

NOVEMBER 

I n  November, t h e  squadron prepared  f o r  t h e  upcoming 
Mediterranean deployment. This was a month f o r  p r e p e r a t i o n  f o r  
ove r seas  movement (POM) and f i n e  t u n i n g  of a i r c r a f t .  S t i l l  t h e  
squadron was t a s k e d  t o  a i d  t h e  USCG i n  a major s e a r c h  and r e scue  
e f f o r t  i n  t h e  VACAPES a r e a .  

DECEMBER 

On December 2nd, t h e  SCREWTOPS deployed t o  t h e  Mediterranean.  
The f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  month was consumed by t h e  A t l a n t i c  c r o s s i n g  
and c y c l i c  o p e r a t i o n s .  A f t e r  t u r n i n g  over  w i t h  USS FORESTALL (CV 
5 9 ) ,  t h e  squadron began o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Eas te rn  Mediterranean.  
The SCREWTOPS once aga in  provided t h e  q u a l i t y  b a t t l e  management t h a t  
has  been t h e i r  t rademark.  Christmas and New Yea r ' s  were s p e n t  i n  
Naples,  I t a l y .  

Encl ( 3 )  


