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From: Commanding Officer, Carrier Airborne Early Warning 
Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWENTY THREE 

To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP-05D2) 

Subj: Command History; submission of 


Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12B 


Encl: (1) Command History 


1. In accordance with reference (a), the Command History for 

Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWENTY 

THREE for calendar year 1974 is hereby submitted. 


Copy to: 

Director of Naval History (OP-09B9) 
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9 ~T~ W EVENTS 
1 JAN 3.974 - 31 D X  I974 

The year 1974 began with the aScrswtapsRfirarly in  possession
o f  the newest and mast raodern airbomm early warning platform in 
the Navy's inventory, the E2C Rankeye, Chosen as the firat fleet 
squadron ko be -wed w f a  eB6 E2C aa8 having spent seven of 
the previous twslve month8 wPtbout airarafe, all hands were anricmu 
to put tReir claasrarra arad textbook trahing to praatiae i n  an 
actual operational environment, 

. .  . 
The opporttdtp test the new machine operationally was 

quickly foxthcomfng. fn am-, squadmn aircraft and f l ight  
crews participated fa four separate exercises, beginning with air 
intercept control traidng duriag "have gun* operations of$ the 
Virginfa Capes early in the month. This wau followed later in the 
amnth by Exercises Black Hawk and Silver Throat -king w i t h  A t t a c k  
Carrier Air Wing THREE involving the staging of tm,plane detaah-
mentar at NAS Cecrfl Field, Fl-ida. .Thef i r s t  fall month OF fleet 
exposure to the E2C closed w i t h  VAoOP.123 haavily embroiled in the 
Carmmrander, Second Fleet Conbat Systems Support Exercise, COMBBTh 
SYsprx-1 was an inport fleet exercise culminatAng in a 24 hour active 
flying phase requiring continuous AI[LIIO coverage, January 1974 thns 
truly marked the beginning of a new era in tactical airborne wnnnand 

, 	 and c o n e l  and proved to be the arerra for documenting, in the 
early stager, the trenmndlow eapabilkties of the newest Baw3c:aya in 
the fleet, 

FQbtuary and Maxch were dedfaated to continuing the training 
. 	 of f l ight  crews and zaaintenanae psrsorrnel and afforded the o p p a ~ t y  
to further explore the capabilities of the E2C durhg a shore-baud 
training cycle, Early Fobwarp was devoted primarily to the carrier 
requalification laneUngs of squadron palots rrbaard US8 J,F, XlWHJDY 
(CVA-67) operating in the Virginia Capes arm. On 26 A p r i l  1974, 
CDR C, X, -SON becrame the agrtatlmm'u aighth CoamPaadfng Officrer 
when ha relieved CDR R. A, SAOE i n  usr68poatea a t  NAS Morfolk, CDR 

was thas to became the f i r a t  "skipperg to deploy w i t h  
the E3C, One of the h&ghlighta of ehis ceremony war the p r m 8 e n t a t i c m
of tSL4 annual "WDR 3ameu t. DEliAIJgP &muduto An: Patrick 3, BBRBSLL 
i n  recognition of hi6 outstandiag perfomaxwe and moat significant
contrihtiona to the aquadamn during the p&m8 year, 

. .*. BarXy May again foolab the . ' B o l : ~ m  out of ttbs Jactk-stag-

1 1 d l 3 . 0area and partiaipating in Exsroins 	 3-74. In 
addition to valuable operathxaal training aa8 tactics d m m l m t ,  
U s  mmlucion prodded further dirmatim of the -+r la 
zaliability anA mbtainabili~of U1. E2C, putWnlu lp  cm dataah-
ment aperatiancr &way fm the hmm b.... Dy tha atd of Hap thrr 

-	 at&mutopsa were back Oboa;td 088 M R R Q X  (CP-60) a f t a  an .b.s#n 
-	 . of fiftoen months, The purpom wag eurier  qualifi~.tioa8and 

mfrerhu trlriRg whialr. w8ro fully eeaap111dW in.thcr 
Guaa+mnm Bay, Cuba operating area. tUWPOGA and A i r - W b g  M o m 
r i m i t  'rurkrb the f-at t ime  ul aircrcrft aar?Lst had put into that 
port in -1 PQIltbr 



a e 

~ 

3uly and Augu8t m e  devoted ~ J Otype training aboard SARATOGA 

and was condwtud prbmrily ia the J a o ~ l l e 
aperating area but 

included a 8 b r t  period of shore-brabg a t  Iaval Station, E%aygmr+. 


, - I  ,.a - ,- , 

~ t r a ~ ~ t e d f h ~ b ~ ~ t e ~ u g u s t ~ A t h t b a ~ a d d t h e  
.guadron reoelloed a "high exeelllenita~grade. 

preparations for 6 - m-1et~d b ~eptember
and an M e  27th o f  that narmth four 42C16 f fcm ahnard ~ ~ . ~

nha 8- out of Maypork heading edst fox the Metktterr~aap,.The8 

p r d e r  B2C B e p l o p a n t  wacr underway and the.squadron quicrkZp em-

k a b l i ~ b dit8 reputation for exaelleaee5 thzomghmt t .Witerraneam 


. and Buropearr theatcwrrn. Exereisas, psimarily i n  the -Mt-
arranaan, condttetga jointly with 1MAm allier and other SixthI .F lee t  
unit6 oontiraPed ?3aat the S2WLTOGA/Sr W i n g  TBREE team, u ~ ~ - f r 
the eaamus capabillities of tRa-ESC,waa amost p~tettt~~andipi-

-,.&&*4..$.btUingforce fn the A t l a a t P q  EIPeat. Port v3.sitsp~:Idw4mg
this period to R o t a , - Spain and Mapltes,.4LItal gave q u a ~ n r p e x w m n e l
.r;hrb,-qwpitsaaetbd to insure murxbma.seffecSosnamrn when :operating --at-saa, . I:, $.'I{ :jh->,&S;Z21 f ja?;, 

r . -
. !  : ... . 

Christmas found tbe squadron r a t  reat aboard SAMTOdA in the 

beautiful haven of P a b n  de Majo~ea...&As mid-c#raise relaxat* 

~ q st~ pame to be *he most enjoyable ~ O Pthe mScrewtnp8a+W:l-

w h i c h  w f P l  remain in thsix meamrise ,,as:ttheixm ~ f - l a ~ ~ a f , ~ . ~ ~ ~ 
LBad.' 

tha8 came -W-,a close aPf&mykk&hrough+he mocoe8sfp~+,@aet

fntxcduction of an e m c i t b g  and.Mghly,iadvancad naw vleapijns .CIysteun. 

The;-hardwarewas only the frm~&;,:ha#crosrt,
for it wac.&4edsill, 

de-ticz~l @ dsdfcatbn of m~ehan8 et~sry ehat ~lo-~~imi- 

g i - t l ~  ~)~)~~;tr:ib~td ps~rS. 
 IW VAW-123' s:i i h e ~ t  I , - ,  

- : ,,? ,, : 
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CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON ONE HUNDRED TWEbfm THI(EE 

'sarly Warning is the  key to survival  and Early Warning is 
our ob." 'Phis statement sums up the purpose of and reason f o r  
Carr1.er Airborne Early Warning Squadron ONE HUNI)RED TWENTY THREE 
(VAW-123). Oux job is accomplished u t i l i z i n g  the  airborne 
detection sys tem of Me E-2C Eawkeye. Teamed with the F-4 
Phantom If and the F-14 Tomcat, t he  Hawkeye provides a d i s t an t  
sh ie ld  f o r  the  t m k  force, Detection by the "Eyes of the Fleetm 
and destruction of h o s t i l e  a i r c r a f t  by the Phantom's guided
missiles pack a powerful knockout punch ' fo r  enemy intruders. 

For the most part the days of coloxful "dogfightingw are now 
l e f t  t o  the paw6 of  history,  I n  many cases the f ighter/ inter-
ceptor never sees h i s  enemy with M e  naked eye. Today a threat 
t o  t h e  task forclr is an evaluatid b l i p  on our radar, detected 
a safe  distance from the force, and inter-pted by f ighters
under our  control. VAW-123 control lers  are t ra ined i n  M e  
l a t e s t  techniques of  intercept  control  and a re  able t o  guide 
the in terceptor  i n t o  the most advantageous release point. 

S t r ike  control fs another mission performed by VAW-123. 
The cont ro l le rs  can vector the  at tack a i r c r a f t  t o  any ta rge t ,  
regardless of cloud cover o r  weather conditions, and can scan 
t h e  t a r g e t  area f o r  enemy a i r  resistance. lsrrraaingly accurate 
m s u l t s  have been amassed i n  at tack operations by Hawkeye 
cantrollere.  Then as a i r c r a f t  return to the carrier, our  
detection sys tem can guide the  s t r i k e  to  the electronical ly
s i l e n t  f loa t ing  a i r f i e l d ,  which would be d i  f f icmlt  t o  find 
without VAW-I23 msistance.  

!Phe E-2C Hanrkeye with its computerized ATDS (Airborne 
Tactical D a t a  System) works hand i n  hand with shipboard NTDS 
(Naval Tact ical  Data System). This sophist icated system can 
find, track,  evaluate, report and carry out intercepts  control  
without use of  the human voice. Through i ts high speed radio 
data links, information is forwarded t o  f l e e t  un i t s  ins tan t ly  
and without l a g  tiroe. The Task Force Commander, on board the  
carrier;.can~2Ekuwise re lay h i s  connnanda t o  the  E-2C, F-4 and 
F-14 without using h i s  mice frequencies., Improved radar range 
and computerized speed give the  E-2C an i n f i n i t e l y  enonnous 
edge over any would be attacker. 

!?he E-2C is a high-wing a i r c r a f t  cfietinguished by a ro ta t ing  
dish-ahraped mrotodomam t h a t  contains the  radar and IFF antennas. 
The rotodome can be lawered f o r  hangar deck stowage, The plane
with its 80 feet w i n g  span, four v e r t i c a l  s t a b i l i z e r s  and 
rotodcnm, is one of the largest on attack carriers; it has a 
launch weight of  approximately 50,000 pounds. A crew of f ive  
(p i lo t ,  co-pilot, two Naval Fl ight  O f f i c e r s ,  and one radar 
operator) coarpfanent t he  a i r c ra f t .  The cyl indrical  fuselage 
of the E-2C is divided i n t o  four main sections: cockpit,
forward equipraent campartmakt, C I C  (Comkat Xnfonaation Center) ,
and the a f t  equipment compartment. A l l  compartments are 
pressurized. The a i r c r a f t  is pawered by two canstant-speed 
gas turbine engines, each driving a four-bladed, f u l l  feathering 
reversible propeller. 



T1CPE ODYSSEY 

The history of VAW-123 begins with the commfssfon%ng of VAW-12, 
sfficfalfy known as Carrier airborne Early Warning Squadron TWELVE, 
VAW-12 was cmmfssioned fn 1948 at Hosfolk ,  Virginia, moved to 
moxaset Point, Rhode Isband, and tohen retuned to Norfolk in 1962, 
During i t s  history Olhe organiaa.f-4sn of VAW-12 has changed internally 
many times, w f t h  the latest change being the rearcyanfzatbfan of VAW-12 
as Carrier Airborne Eafky  Warning Wing TWELVE and the comnfss%on$ng 
of a l l  E-2A detachments as iindependsnt squad~ons, As a Result of this 

' reorganfzatfon VAW-12 Detachment 59 wars conrm%ss$onedVAW-323 cm l Aprt.1 
1967 undez the command of  CDR L, W ,  HILL, 

In June 1967, VAW-123, as part of CVW-17 aboard USS PORRESTAL, 
became the first East Coast E-2A squadron to deploy to WESTPAC, The 
FORRESTALastragic fire on July 29, 3967, forced an ear ly  return to 
the United States; however, the operational experfence and knowledge 
gained proved Anvaluable i n  achieving a high state of readiness, 

From September 1967 to July 1968, VZSW-123 was prharf ly  based at 
the Naval Afr Station, NsrfaPk, ~ixgfnia, On 16 April 1968, CDR K, Go 
SMITH relieved CDR HXLL as Commanding Officer, VAW-123 #en embarked 
aboard US$ FORESTAL for a mrefreahes txainfng period w i t h  the Second 
Fleet whPch included a brieE stop at Nontego Bay, Jamaica, 

On 22 July 1968, after a short Operatioxla%Readiness Xnspection
deployment earlier that naonth, VAW-123 and USS FORREST= deployed to 
the Sixth F l e e t  for highly succassfnl operations marred only by m 
tragic accident which claimed the fives of three VAW-123 officezs and 
an E-2A aircraft, fn late April 1969, VAW-123 returned to HAS NorSalk 
and on 9 May CDR C, J o  BERTHE, J x , ,  relieved CDR SMXTH as Carmnandfnq 
O f fher, 

In March 1470, VAW-123 was presented the COMNAVAIRLANT B a t t l e  
Efficiency Award for outstanding operations during the period 1 July 
1968 to 31 December 1969, 

Follswfng eleven months ashare at EJAS Norfolk, Virginia, 'VAW-123 
joXnad CVW-3 aboard USS SARATOGA (CVA-60) fox Second F l e e t  Operations 
during April of 1970, 

On 12 Hay 11970 at NAS Blorfalk, CDR W, Be EELS, JP-, relieved CDR 
C, 3, BERTHE, Jr,, to beeme the squadronus fourth camand%ngofficer, 
The squadron returned to SARATOGA for the OR1 in early June, On the 
13th of  June SPiRATWA departed Ivlaygort, Florida, for the MedSterranean, 

The squadron enjoyed another successfull deployment highlfghted 
a two-day visit by Presidet  Eti&md NXXON, During the cruise, VAW 

3 received a. CMAL Safety Award for fiscal. year 9.970, SARATOGA 
returned to Norfolk on the 9th sf HoveXrAber, A f ina l  tribute .&a the 
success was the notification tha t  VhTB-%23 recieved a Mer%t~siausU n i t  
Commendatdon for aperatfans in -theEastern Medi~erxanean, 



?MWscanNovember $970 and hprSS. 1 8 7 f ,  PAW--La3 %raasBtfoned to khe 
new E-28 wirich has a hfghHy aclvaszcxsd computes system, Xn Ast iB 1971, 
VAW-123 returned ta USS S A B A W A  for shakedawn openrations 3.n T h e  Jack-
sonville area, In early A?ril, rsrh.S.%aat sea, CDR G%enG, DEBRODER 
rejllieved CDR W, R* EELS, JpOsaa the rrquadrans f i f t h  Cammanding office^, 

0 

In June Garatoga departad f ~ rthe Meditexzanean, The 1971 
dapleperrt was highly successful aacS., duzing thas ,tine, VAW-123 won 
CVI1T-3 a golden t a i l  haok award far -t.mzws%t.k~axad Saxatagara first 
XisrbbtabZlhty Award. The ~ B ~ Q ~ & Q X Iwaa Was f d i x ~ kVaiW a n i t  to pmtfcigatc 
in and evaluate ASW operations ur;der the CV concept, Late fn W t ~ b e s  
VAK-123 returned to N M  NarP05.k~ 

From Hovemk;lsr %971 to February 3372 squadron prepared for 
khe type training deployment and.the Operat3onaI Rersdines~EWaluaSf~rt 
during t.ha monm sf &larchaboard GSS S W T C G A  ?WA-633L 

O n  I E  April 197'2# w%t& three days aatkce, VAFI-323 corad,ucted an 
emex.gefzcy ~3eyloyrnen.5.to Sauthsilst Asia in ,cespnes to the m;irssiw 

Hsrkh V.Letnamene Easter of fenaive Camencl rxg uorfiiat operations on 
18 >jay 1971 i7PAW-123 prsvsrfded support for Sd"mtTcX$Aand A X r  l i n g  'FOIREE 
for n e x t  e ight  months ifurkny B ~ W B T Z  Gia3.P 0% Tt?x&isr I f n e  perfduo 
B w i n y  the dep~ayi~ent ,the scpadnon flaw 6,urer 2503 accadent free hours 
and was the ~rscigAentof the CN3 m-id CC~~+'NA~PAX&FL~JT2-*lmuaa3 Safety 
Awaud~t. VAW-323 returned to i,he Unitad Stakes on 3.2 Februa-qr 1933 
aftgw a ten mnth absence from XAS Plfoi'%oZkr 

?&an completion of post depI.ay,1~ren'cstand-dowrs, CDR R e  A, SAGE 
relieved CDB So D, IARfSON, 337, as the sqnadxsnfsseventh Commanding 
Qfffcer on 9 Apx.j,T 1973- A t  these c+z.rem~niea&he squadzon was 
awarded the C Q M N A V A X ~ TB a t - t l e  FifficFanuy %" 35 the foremost VAW 
sqwdzon i n  the Naval A%P Force, Aklant2.c Fleet- @n 19 October 1973, 
the squadnctpn was pxeaanted the CND SaLety Witmrii for t l~esecond con-
secutive year at ceremonies at HAS NorXolk, 

-?heensuing months were dedicatsd 50 R-%C transi9:lon txaininy 
conducted at Grarmnan Aexo8paae Corcporakisri, .%"sbpage, New Yorko the 
Bureau af Bnspeetkon and Survey k a l a l s  a t  Patuxeat Rives, Maryland
and WAS Norfo lk .  YAW-123 alf5clallXy bacme the f i . m k  f3..eet E-2C 
squar&ron w i t h  ths delivery of i t s  f i r ~ talrc.raCt on 15 Novea&er 1973, 

The year 1974 ushexed 5x1 exkensive tra%~ri,ng5.2forts wikh caxriar 
qualLficat.%onsaboard USS 3.- F ,  KEB??IEDY and participation In exercises 
BLACK Ii&WX, SILSmH TIfM8AT AHD CWBATSgSEX, 0;2 26 A p r i  7. 1974,  CDR 6 ,  K, 
MUTCHXNSON zelieved CDR R, A. SAGE ts beusme tjze squadronaseight 
Commanding Qf kieer, 

In April and May of that year, tf.WJ-223 part ic ipated  fn WTREADEX 
74 staging out af NAS dacksonv%lfe, F=isr_S.da, Th4.s was followed by
carrier qua3.i,f%cat;ioasi n  June aboard USS SAMTOGA Ln the Graantarammrs 
Bay, Cliba sparaking area, During and August the, "Screwtops" 
coap2eted their t yps training aboard B P a y Q G A  in preparation for a 
Ssptembes departure to %he 

http:F=isr_S.da


The premier E-2C deyloyn~enatbet,'an on 27 Septemitoer 1974 when four 
E-2C ' s  flew &boauGdUSS SARATOGA as sfla pr'aceeded eagtward fcorn Mayport, 
Flari da enroute to the Med6terrameanL The squadrean quickly  explo.1ted 
the enornous capabilities of the E-%C and, building upon its oalstand-
ing seputatfan, made its presence known throughout the European 
theatex, Thfs highly successful c ~ n i s ewhich witnessed the intxodlxetion 
o f  t'e worlds most advanced a i r b r n e  early warning platfoxm was can-
eluded in mid-mzch 1975 w i t h  the swuadrar~~sr e t u n  to ??AS Norfolk, 


