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SUMMARY OF EVENTS 
1 JAM 72 - 31 DEC 72 

l J A N - 2 r u ( b \ R - - - a - - - - - e - - - - - - SHORE-BASED NAS NORFOLK, VA o 

3 JAN - 7 JAN - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - PROVIDED ATDS SUPPORT FOR 
EXERCISE "BLUE AXn, 

22 FEB - 2 MAR- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - SARATOWCW-3 CONDUCTED W-1 I N  
JNf OPAREA, SQUADRON REMAINED 
ASHORE DUE TO LACK OF AIRCRBFI', 

3 MAR - 6 MAR - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ENROUTE NAVAL STATION, MAYPORT, FLA. 

7 M f l R - l b M A R - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - EMBARKED I N  SARATOGA FOR TYT-2 
CONDUCTING CYCLIC OPERATIONS I N  
JAX OPAREA. 

MAR--------------^---- - DEPENDENT'S DAY CRUISE FROM NAVAL 

STATION MAYPORT, 


18 MAR - 20 MAR - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - INPORT NAVAL STATION MAYPORT. 

21 94AR - 3 0  MAR - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CONDUCTED TTf-3/ORE IN JAX OPAREA, 

3 1 ~ ~ - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - DISEP1BARKED SARATOWRETURNED NORVA 
FOR PRE-DEPLOYMENT P O M o  

1 APR - 10 APR- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - SHORE-BASED NAS NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, 

8 APR - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ALL AIRCRAFT GROUNOED FOR PROP 
CHANGE/EMERGENCY RECALL, 

10 APR- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CDR J .  D, LPLRISON, JR. RELIEVED CDR 
G, 6. DEBRODER AS COPMANDING OFFICER, 

11 APR - 7 MAY- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - EMBARKED SARATOGA ENROUre UESTPAC 
(CONDUCTING EXTENSIVE GROUND TRAIN-
ING/PREVEKTIVE MAINTENANCE), 

18 APR- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CROSSED EQUATOR LAT 808:00 LONG 34048\5, 

? M Y  - 14 MY- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - REW ALL AIRCRAFT ASHORE NAS CUB1 PT,, 
R. B. FOR FCLP/SYSTEMS READINESS. 

15 MAY - 17 MAY - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CONDUCTED TYPE M I N I N G  I N  PHILIPPINE 
OPAREA , 

18 MAY a 30 MAY - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CONDUCTED COMBAT OPERATIONS IN SOUTH 
CHINA SEA. SUPPORTING RVN I N  SEIGE OF 
AN LOC AND KONTUM. 

1 JUN - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ENROUTE GUtF OF TONKIN. 

2 JUN - 21 JUN- - - - - - - - - - - - - CONDUCTED SPECIAL OPS YANKEE STATION, 



7 JUN - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 600RDINAI€D RECOVERY OF M5 CREW. 

2 2 ~ ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -ENROUTE SUBIC BAY, R. P, 


23 JUN - 30 3UN - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ENPORT SUBIC BAY, R. P. 


30 JUOJ- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - EHROUfE YANKEE SPATION. 


I JN - 17 Jm- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CONDUCTED SPECIAL OPS YANKEE STATION, 


18 JUL- - - - - a - - - - - - - - - - - - - - INPORT SUBIC BAY, R. P* 

27 JZ~L-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ENROUTE YANKEE STATIOH, 


28 Ja 23 AUG - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CONDUCTED SPECIAL OPS YANKEE STATION0 


6 A s  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - aKIRDINAT'E0 INLAND RESCUE OF A7 PILOT. 


24 AU6- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ENROWE SOBIC BAY, R. P o  


25 AUG - 31 AU6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - IMPORT SUBIC MY, R. P. 


1 SEP - 4 SEP - - - - - -.,- - - - - - - - - - EMROUTE YAHKEE STATIQN AWOIDIN6 

?YiWCH ELSIE/MI# IWL CYCLIC OPS. 

5 SEP - 28 SEP- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CONDUCTED SPECIAL BPS YANKEE STATION, 

20 SEP- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ENROlKE SUBlC BAY, R. Po 

21 SEP - 27 SEP - - - - - - a - - - - - - INPORT SUBIC BAY, Ro Po 

28 SEP- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ENROUT& YANKEE $TATIOOYo- 0  

29 SEP - 21 Om - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CON[rXtTD SPECIAL OPS YANKEE STATIOWe 


3 Om - 4 Q m  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - TYPHOON E'YASIODJ. 


21 OCT- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ENROUTE SUBIC BAY, P,
R. 

22 OCf - 24 OCT - - - - - - - - - - - a - - - INlPORT SUBIC BAY, R e  P. 

25 OCT - 27 OCT - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ENROUTE SINGAPORE, 

27 OCT - 3 WV- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - IMPORT SIW(;APORE. 

3 NOV - 4 NOV - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - IEPROLCPE YMKEE STATION. 

5 NV - 9 E C  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CONDUCTED SPECIAL OPS YANKEE STATION, 

10 EC-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ENFeOUTE SWIG BAY, Ro Po 



11 XC - 16 MC - - - - - - - - - - - - - - INPORT SBIC BAY, R e  P o  

19 DEC- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ENROUTE YANKEE STATION. 

18 DEC - 31 DEC - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CBHWCTED SPECIAL OPS YANKEE 
STATION/SCPPWRTED LINEBACKER I I ,  



NARRATIVE OF EVENTS 
1 JAN 72 - 31 DEC 72 

As the new year, 1972, arrived, VAN-123 found i t s e l f  shore based a t  NAS 
NORFOLK, Time was dedicated to  f l i g h t  crew and personnel training i n  pre- 
paration for  the upcoming embarked Typed Training scheduled. for February. Also, 
from 3 January to 7 January, VAN-123 provided AEW coverage and LINK 11 co- 
ordination for  exercise BLUE AX, a Marine Corps amphibious exercise held a t  
Cherry Point, North Carolina. This j o in t  exercise enabled the squadron to  
participate i n  ATDS, WDS, and NTOS LINK 11 net operationally, As a resul t  
o f  la te  PAR deliveries and a i rcraf t  parts shortages the squadron was unable 
to participate i n  TYT-I. 

On 7 March VAW-123 joined USS SAMTOGA (CV60) and Carrier A i r  Wing THREE 
fo r  pre-deployment work-up and Type Training I1 i n  preparation fo r  the annual 
Operational Readiness Eva1 uation (ORE). VAW-123 was cat led upon to  function 
i n  diverse missions. I n  addition to the primary missions o f  early warning 
and interceptor control, VAW-123 acted as primary control for  air-to-air 
miss1 l e  shoots, conducted a H ~ r m  and coordfnated a control1ed approaches, 
SINKEX involving a surveyed MI hull. Also, with the successful evaluation o f  
the CV concept the previous year, the squadron was again responsible fo r  SSSC 
and the control o f  CVW-3's S-2 and H-3 anti-submarine warfare assets. The 
capability and versat i l i ty  o f  the €028 weapons system - i n  the hands o f  ex- 
perienced controllers - was rgatn demonstrated, further ernbe1 1ishing VAN-123's 
reputation aslong her s ister squadrons i n  the a i r  wing end gaining her a grade 
o f  SATISFACTORY f o r  the ORE, VAW-123 returned home to Norfolk on 31 March 
plsnnrng f o r  a scheduled Mediterranean deployment I n  Hay. t h i s  was not to be, 
as norld events were already changing USS SARAOGAas planned deployment and 
her ultimate involvement fn the Vietnam confl f ct. 

On 8 April VAW-123 received simultaneous E-2B grounding notice and 
emergency embarkation orders, but by 11 April was aboard USS SARATOGA in to lo  
and enroute t o  WESTPAC. I n  a hast i ly  arranged ceremony on the morning o f  
10 April, CDR 3. 0. LARISON, JR., re1 ieved CDW GLEN 6. DEBRODER as the 
squadron's s ixth colaaanding o f f t  cer. Between recovered shock and growing 
wonder, VAN-123 and USS SARATOGA headed southeast, and two weeks la te r  rounded 
the t i p  o f  South Africa. Appropriate ceremonies were held i n  the domain o f  
Neptunus Rex on 18 April wherein squadron members achieved the noble status 
o f  She1 1 back. 

Throughout the ship ac t iv i t y  quickened as the squadron increased the i r  
maintenance and training efforts. Mornings were spent i n  f ndi v i  dual squadron 
trafning, while afternoons were occupied with a i r  wing briefs over closed- 
c i  rcui t television. The 1atest operatf ng procedu~es and Rules of  Engagenrent 
for  LINEBACKER Ioperations against North Vietnam were among the topics covered. 
VAW-123 f l i g h t  crews reviewed the 1atest i n f b m t i o n  on "Nighthawk" operations, 
P IRM procedures, bandit warnings, and "Waterloo"call s. Squadron personnel 
were ut i l i zed  to br ie f  the a i r  wing on FI-2 coordtnation during search and 
rescue missions fo r  downed pilots. Attack squadrons were given the la test  
infomation frorn VAW-123 on what they could expect On navigation assjstance 
and f l f g h t  coordinatfon t o  the i r  coast-in-points and targets during avnted 
reconnaissance missions. Updated information was given t o  the fighter 
squadrons on the LINK 4A colaaand data 1ink capabi 1ity o f  the E-2B and F-4 
team. Also, reciprocating brlefs were exchanged between VAW-123 and the ship's 
Combat Information Center team on coordination between C I C  and the airborne 
E-2. During th is  period VAU-123 devoted over 900 laan-hours ts training i n  



preparation fo r  the months ahead. On 7 May USS SARAfOGA arrived i n  the 

Phi l ippine staging area for  replenishment and refresher f l i g h t  operations, 

and pn the 18th o f  M q y  VAW-123 entered into the Vietnam conf l ic t  fo r  the 

second time since her conmissioning. 


. Dur4ng the arduous months that followed VAW-123 and USS SARATOGA 
spent 175 days on the l i ne  covering 7 dif ferent periqds. The tempo o f  
operation5 fluctuated dramatically throughout the cruise. From the break- 
neck pace o f  night cycl ic armed recce and daytime ALPHA strikes, operations 
diminished t o  the "sit-and-wait" for  a weather hold caused by the SEASIA 
monsoon season. Inf  t i a l l y ,  while operating o f f  o f  RVN during May, USS 
SARATOGA and CW-3 where called upon t o  provide a i r  support during the batt le 
for An Loc. VAW-123 provided much-needed assistance i n  e l  irniqatfng the 
confusing comnunications tang1 e with 7th AF and vectored str ike a i rcraf t  
d i rect ly t o  and f h m  the Forward A i r  Controllers where they were most needed. 

As USS SARATOGA moved north Onto the nmre hosti le environment o f  NVN 
emphasis shifted to  Alpha strikes, merchant ship surveillance, seeding op- 
e~ations, and route reconnaissance missions. As the missions became more 
hazardous, the a i r  wing re1 fed more-and-more on E-2 assistance during "t ightH 
situations. Debriefings and reconnaissance photographs reinforced the highly 
accurate bombing capabi t it ies  o f  A i r  Wing THREE under combat cond4 tions . 

VAW-123 controllers were instrumental i n  the coordination o f  the success-
' 	f u l  rescue o f  an A-7 p i l o t  who was donned by a SAM i n  the v ic in i ty  o f  Vinh. 

After more than five dramatic hours on the ground the p i l o t  was plucked un- 
scathed from 17 miles instde hostfle W r i t o r y  and returned t o  USS SARATOGA. 

, 
The month o f  July was hightighted by USS SARATOGA'S v i s i t  t o  Hong Kong, 

8. C. The worldly, cosmopolitan atmosphere o f  Hong Kong contrasted greatly 
t o  the routine l i be r t y  i n  Olongapo City, R e  P. Several o f  the off icers and 
men took advantage o f  the opportunity to b r i  ng the i r  wives ha1f-way around 
the world for  a memorable vacatton. Later, i n  October, USS SARATOGA visited 
Singapore. The exclting v i s i t  was marred by the loss o f  three men i n  a 
machinery room aboard ship i n  Singapore harbor. 

I n  mid-December, SARATOGA arrived back on Yankee Station for what was 
t o  be ,her las t  l i n e  period. Coincident with her arr ival strikes were again 
directed against the Hanoi-Haiphonq area, after nearly two months o f  a bomb-
ing  ha l t  above the Twentieth Paral.le1. The LINEBACKER 11 phase o f  the V4etnam 
conf l ic t  was i n  effect. Marked by massive B-52 raids, multiple, A'lpha strikes 
and .regular A 4  night attacks, .the renewed bombing was devastating. VAW-123 
was tasked with a ngrriad o f  support missions involvfng the coordination and 
control o f  MIGCAP, Ironhand, RESCAP elements and A6 strikes, as well as the 
recovery o f  a downed 8-52 crew. 

. I n  a l l  ,1992 was .a hallmark year i n  VAN-123 history. It was meaningful 
and renarcling to employ.the squadron i n  inn actual combat envimmnent as a 
true test  of her training and readiness. Especially gratifying, af ter  her 
aborted miden cruise i n  1967 atward FORRESTAL,was the squadron 's abi 1it y  
t o  furnish ninetj-seven per cent o f  assigned AEW coverage to CTF Seventy-Seven 
during the height o f  accelerated LIMEBACKER Iand I1 operations. During the 
year the squadron flew over 2500 accident-free hours and received both the 
COMWVAIRtANT Safety Ach ieva~nt  Award and CNO Aviation Safety Award for 1972. 
Among the personal achievensants ,LT M. P. WREN was recognized as the recipient 
of the CVU-3 6olden Tailhook Awrrd fo r  the best CVW-3 carrier landing perfom- 
ance during the crulse. Seven p i lo ts  qual i f ied as SARATOGA Centurions, while 



CT R, H, EKSPROM, LT J .  W, HEINEM,  LT T. J, WNQT, LT M. P. MORGEN, LTJG 
J. R. CREECH and AT1 I?. W. BALCH passed the 1000 hour mark i n  E-2 f l i g h t  
t ime and CDR J. 0. LARISON, JR. and LCDR H. E. SELIGSON both passed the 
2000 hour mark. 


