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Tne f i r s t  two months of 1961-e r q m r k d  i n  the 1968 repart  

2 1969 

- ,h r r ieP  .'f,-oorne Early WarPlZng Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWENTY THflEE (VAM-123) 

f$ :-7c?,+ntlycemmanded by CDR C. J. BERTHE, Jr. whe assumed command on 7 May 19: 

+af:t ccmanding of f icers  a re  CDR L. W. HILL, commanding from 1April 1967 t a  

14 Lpril  1968, and CDR K. G. 8MITH, commanding from 16 April 1968 t o  7 May 1969 

The squadron i s  hode-ported a t  Naval Air Station, Norfolk, Virginia and deploys 

aboard the Navy's largest attack carriers, 

TAW-123 flies the  E-2A "Hawkeye" with a crew of five, Their primary missio-A 

are  early warning fo r  the f l e e t  and intercept control, The 6 2 A  i s  equipped w i ~  

z data l ink  which sends information on the t ao t i ca l  s i tua t ion  t o  C I C  abard  tat: 

t i c a l  data system ships. Other missions are s t r i k e  mntrol ,  surface search, aa 

cat (automatic relay of UHF comunications), search and rescw, anti-submarine 

aircraft control, reconnaissance a i r c r a f t  f l i g h t  follonlrtg and control, and . 
approach control, 

The squadron i s  comprised of four a i rc raf t .  The complement is  twenty-nine ( 

officers, and U3 enlisted men, The complement o f  f l i gh t  personnel i s  thir ty-f i  

VAW-123 began the month of March part ic ipat ing i n  the ex- National Week 

11 on beard .USS FORTLESTAL (CVA-59). parfarmed the -- I n  t h i s  e x d s e  the  E-2A 

wahd.bI-e x ' l e  of contmlling and vectoring search a i r c r a f t  over surface contact: 

\o?i+bii, n 150 .l.ll~ The week of March 10 through March 17 wasradius of the CITA, 

s p a r :in %hepart of  Trieste, Italy, T h i s  was followed by a four day anchorage 

a+ pollt+: e .  %;r. 5;3ain, 

The .Zlr-*st pe;c i n  q r - : L  Pound the  FOm3TAL i n  the port  of Barcelona, Spain. 

n i g . r*oB f% 11~:*1eci lig :not,her National Week exW6ise--the last major exe&$se 
! 
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before l e ~ v i n g  the Mediterranean. The ship spcnt four days i n  Marseilles, France 

b.-,"r.ye t.,on\jing toward the S t r a i t s  of Gibraltar  Bnd home. 

&p ' j )  J.2rj.l the  FORRESTAL t r ans i t ed  the S t r a i t s  and anchored a t  Rota, Spain 

10:.fw;::~~7i?rwtth the USS John F, KENNEDY. On the same day, 22 A p r i l ,  1969, t h e  

f-7% =h;,gpc-d to the  Second Fleet, departed Rota and steamed toward ~Lorfol. 

Yicgif:&aE The squadron's four a i r c r a f t  launched from the  FORl?ESTAL f o r  t h e  last 

r i , r . j  03 28 A p ~ i l  1969 and flew t o  NAS Narfolk, Virginia. The following day, 

b -24. , ipr i l ,  the FORRESTAL, with t h e  r e s t  af VAW-123 arrived a t  p i e r  12, Naval -
Sttition, Norfolk, Virginia. 

On 7 May 1969 CDR Charles J. BERTHE, Jr. relieved CDR Kenneth G. ,SMITH, and 

became VAW-123' s t h i rd  Commanding Officer. The squadron then endoyed several  

weeke of relaxed operations during a "standown" a f t e r  the  long Mediterranean 

cruise, ; W i n g  t h e  summer months, VAW-123 had a la rge  turnover of personnel. 

Local f l i g h t s  were conducted a t  a steady pace t o  t r a i n  new p i lo t s  and f l i g h t  

officers.  On the 25th and 26th of Nvvember t he  p i l o t s  f l e w  Carrier-quallficatiol 

f l i g h t s  aboard t h e  USS AMEEiICA (CVA-66). On 2 December 1969 C a r r i e ~ q u 3 l i f i c a t i c  

r-ei+yeconducted aboard the USS INDEPENDEKCL ( WA-62). , 
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iTAIJ-323 PS.!.ot,s and crew-mmb s f l e w  803 f lr i  2hts in 1969 for a t o t a l  of 

1, 9 . 3 T I4onthl.y summaries were as follows: 

MONTH 

JAN 


m 
MAR 

APR 


MAY 

JUN 


JUL 

AUG 

SEP 


OCT 


NOV 


DEC 

HOURS 


2me 4 


116.6 


269.0 


137.2 


2.0 


86.2 


SORTIES -

67 


39 


81 


44 


1 


52 



