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DATS

|. TAR T2FP6b -

} Maren 1969

3 rarch 1969

J5) Mapdh 1969
17 Marsh 1969
22 Margh 1969
% Yaok 1969
2 Margh 1969

1% April 1969
22 Aprid 1969

29 Aprdl 1969
7 May 1969

25 November 1969 wmza p :f?',ft.s‘l Llew

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY
EVENT

Departed Athens, |

Participated in exercise National Week I1I,
Entered port of Trieste, Italy.

Deparyed Triests,

Inchorage 4% Pollensa Bay, Spain,

Departed Pé)letes Bay.

Entered port of ;Bémelqna,' Spain,
Participated fn edercise Mind Netidnal Week,
Entersd gort of Marseillds, Prance,

Deparyed pors of Mars ﬁéﬁeﬂ&
Passed through Straite of GF
Spain for tumover with Y
and chopped to the 2ndl Fiaek
Retwrned to NiiS Nbr‘folk,h Virginia,

Commander Charles J, HERTHE, Jr, Pelieved Cogmander
Renveth O SMIM as Commanding #3sLoer of V2N-123,

i ﬂw &w mﬂm a% Rota,
% ¥, KERNEDS Departed Ret..

2 Pue~mbor 1969 ’ﬁarriemuﬂiﬁ&tm.@ﬁighu flow gbeard %58 INDEPENDENCE

(ora~62),



i
Tne first two months of 196Qgpcre reported in the 1968 report
phe e «  e. BMXO NARRATIVE . ot
S 1969

arrier 2irdorne EBarly Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWENTY THREE (VAW-123)
i ~reézently cemmanded by CDR C. J. BERTHE, Jr, whe assumed command on 7 May 19’
Prast commanding officers are CDR L. W. HILL, commaﬁding from 1 April 1967 te
15 lpril 1968, and CDR K. G. BMITH, commanding from 16 April 1968 to 7 May 1969.
The squadron is home-ported at Naval Air Station, Norfolk, Virginia and deploys
aboard the Navy's largest attack’carriers,

VAW-123 flies the E~2A "Hawkeye" with a crew of five, Their primary missiox:
are early warning for the fleet and intercept control, The E~2A is equipped wirc
32 data link which sends information on the tactical situation to CIC abeard ta-
tical data system ships, Other missions are strike ocontrol, surface search, au-
cat (automatic relay of‘UHF communications), search and rescu‘, anti-submarine
alrcraft control, reconnaissance aircraft flight following and control, and .
appreach control, |

The squadron is comprised of four aircraft, The complement is twenty-nine (
officers, and 143 enlisted men, The complement of flight personnel is thirty-fi

VAW-123 began the month of March participating in the exeiﬁise National Weex

II on hrard USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59), In this exeemise the E-2A p@rfermed the

valushle rote of controlling and véctoring search aircraft over sﬁrface contacte
within a 160 wiie radius of the CVA. The week of March 10 through March 17 was
spes 1 the pert of Trieste, Italy. This was followed by a four day anchorage
at Pollers2 Bay, 3pain,

The Fi°:t week in Aprll found the FORRESTAL in the port of Barcelona, Spain.

This. ek Colilowed by another National Week ex@reise-~the last major exertise

1
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before leaving the Mediterranean, The ship spent four days in Marseilles, France
belzre aeading toward the Straits of Gibraltar and home.

Op 27 April the FORRESTAL transited the Straits and anchored at Rota, Spain

for tupavver with the USS John F, KENNEDY. On the same day, 22 April,‘l969, the
FONRESTAL. -h-pped to the Second Fleet, departed Rota and steamed toward wNorfol:
Virginia. The squadron's four aircraft:launched from the FORRESIAL for the lasti
rire un 28 April 1969 and flew to NAS Ngrfolk, Virginia. The fdllowing day,

2% April, the FORRESTAL, with the rest of VAW-123 arrived at pier 12, Naval .- .
Station, Norfolk, Virginia,

On 7 May 1969 CDR Charles J., BERTHE, Jr, relieved CDR Kenneth G, -SMITH, and
became VAW~123's third Commanding Officer., The squadron then engoyed several
weeks @f relaxed operations during a "standown" after the long Mediterranean
cruise,: During the summer momths, VAW-123 had a large turnover of personnel,
yocal flights were conducted at a steady pace to train new pilots and flight.
officers, On the 25th and 26th of Nuvember the pilots flew Carrier-qualificatio

flights aboard the USS AMERICA (CVA-66), On 2 December 1969 Carrier-qualificatic

w:re conducted aboard the USS INDEPENDENCL (CVA-62).-




VAV-123 Pilots and crew-memb .s flew 803 fiizhts in 1969 for a total of

1, 289.3 kcur=. Monthly summaries were as follows:

MONTH HOURS SORTIES
JAN 208,.4 67
FEB 116.6 39
MAR 269,0 81
APR 137.2 ks
MAY 2,0 1
JUN 86,2 52
JUL 55,9 31
AUG 96,8 52
SEP 111.0 50
¢ ocCT 75.7 36
NOV 103.1 L7
DEC 125.4 57




