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DATE 

1 April 1967 

'-. 15 A p r i l  3967 

2E May 1967 


6 Tune 1967 


29 June 	1967 

CARRIER 	F.IRB ORNE EARLY WmNING SQU,CRON 

OEE NUN3RED TWENTY THREE 

CXRONOLOr,ICAI, HISTORY 

FVXNT 

VM-123, Carrier Airborne Early Waxnirlg Squadron 


ONE WhDRED TJENT'f THItEE established a t  Navcll 


A i r  Station,  Norfolk, Virginia i n  SF-1, Comcmder 


Lucfo W e  H i l l  assumed command. 


LCDR J .D.  Larison ,and LTJG ;.M, Preqdergast flew 

a i r c r a f t  	702 coast-to-coast from NAS North Island 

t o  N.4S Norzolk son-st03 i n  s i x  hours and t h i r t y  

Embarked aboard USS FORRFSThL (C'JA-59) with Attack 

Carrier 	A i r  Wing SEV!lNTEEN (cW-17) f o ~rePresher 

training In t5e Caribbean* 

Far t fc ipated in Operation Clove ;;itch 111. 

Returned t o  Ne:-f olk, Vlrgfni~. 
Departed fo r  an Operational Readi:less Inspectfor. 

in t he  CarLbSem and subsequent deplcyment t o  

USS FOR~ES?,'ALcrossed t53 L'quator , 128 Officers and 

men of VNJ-123 were j.nit!..~tad into the 9oyal Domain 

of Neptunis Rex. 



23 Jurie 1967 

- -. 
26 June 1967 

3 J u l y  lQ67 

17 J u l y  1967 

2: J u l y  2967 

2 ' .  J u l y  ;367 

:Q J u l y  1967 

53 JuP;- 1967 

-+ 2 August 1967 

'?I August 1957 

2 September 1967 

14 September 1857 

1" December 1967 

23 February 1968 

2 March 1968 

Entered ths por t  of Rio de Janierc ,  Braz i l .  


Departed Rio de Janiero.  


Ca,.glcted p1:ssa2e ar~wnd?he Cape of Good Hope, 


Arrived in Subic Eay, Republ ;~  of t l~ePhil ipptnes.  


Departed Sub9 c Bay f o r  Yankee S ta t ion ,  


Arrived on Yar~kee S t s t ion .  


USS FDRBESTAL f i r e .  No VAW-123 casu l t i e s .  Minor 


a i r c r s f t  damage. 


Arrived i n  Subic Fay for r e p a i r s  t o  CSS FQRl33STP;L. 


Eepartzd Sub i c  Bay f o r  Ct24'iS. 

Crossed the Equsto-r aye! rh;%e VAW-123 personnel were 


initis~ed l n t ~?he P,oyaY Co:lair, of Hertunis  Rex. 


Arrived Yieypc-t Florida.  Ope:-ational s t o p .  


Arrlvzd Norf 02,Virginlea 


Lar t i c i ?e tcd  i n  Federal Eshc 12-4 w l t h  33rd Norad, 


Deployed to ElA,AF F a l l o n ,  E'c:v~da Pcr A i r  Wing ,mm.-:J  

Weapon; Tra;.ning. 

Actum$>clt o  Naval Ail- 3tn4,:.:3 X - i ~ i o l k ,  Virginia.  



23 Apri l  195d 

11 Kay 1968 

1 " May 1968 

:. FIay 1968 

I n  June 1968 

27 June 1958 

22 JUT;? 1368 

27 Jriiy I968 

13 Auy~rq: 1968 

1 C  August 1968 

)'-I8 f u g u s t  1968 

24-26 August 1368 

27 August 1968 

Chenge of Command. Com.ander Y , G .  Svi th  re l ieved 

Commander La W. H i l l .  


Embarked aboerd USS FGtRXSTAL f o r  r e f reshe r  t r a i n i n g  


i n  the  Caribbean. 


Entersd p o r t  of ?!ontcgo Bay, ,Jamaica. 

Deyarted Montegc Bay, 

Embarked aboard USS FORRESTAL f o r  EUI Cperationa? 

Rcc.diness Inspection off Jocksor~vil l e ,  Florida.  

Ssparted Norfolk i n  USS FORREST% 0.1 extended deploymen:. 

?aaqed thro~.:gh the S t r a i t s  of GiSr~Pear. Y:>chop t o  

Sixth Fleet .  

Entered pol-t ;F Marseil le ,  ?rmt.me. 

Departed Marae ille. 


Condi~ctod madified Cogbat R>adlr.ess Exercise ( c R U ) ~  


Grad2 - - C 5 . 5 7 ,  h izhes t  i n  ti.e eCr wing. 


Trai~l-penchorage a t  Snuda 5qy, Crete, 


Enterer, port of Athens, Greece, 


http:?rmt.me


2 Septcxber 1908 Departed Athens. 


15-16 September 1968 Anchorage a t  S t .  Paul 's  Bay, Malte. 


1.1 Septenber I968 

, September 1968 

, 9 September 1968 

1-3 October 1968 

.'.-.5 October 1968 

6-8 Octobcr 1968 

9 October 1968 

1: October 1968 

15 October 1958 

16 October 1968 

J November 1968 

11 November 1968 

Entered por t  of Valet ta ,  Malta. 


Departed Valet ta .  


A i r  b a t t l e  problem with USS INDEPENDENCE. 


Anchorage at Argostol i  Bay, Greece. 


?s t+;c lpated  in  S ix th  F lee t  Escort  Evaluation 


Program (SEEP). 


Anchorage a t  Argostol i  Bay, Grccce, 


Entered p c r t  of Taranto, I t z l y ,  


Departed Taranto, 


Exercise Quic!fdraw 10-58 with I t a l i a n  Na'sy. 

E-2A 733 l o s t  a t  s e a  a f t o r  r i g h t  CCA b o l t e r ,  LCDR 

James Leo Delaney (CICO), LCPR Paul Nart in Wright 

( ? ? l o t ) ,  prd L T j g  Fmard Booth Rutledge ( C ~ - . ~ i l o t )we: .-
l o ~ ~ .  and AT1LTic Frank Joseph F r ~ d e r l c k  (ACO) 

David Fugene Carpenter (RO) were recovered. 

Entarsd p o r t  OL Thessal.oniki, Greece. 

Departed T k . ~ s s a l m l k i .  

19-23 November 1968 P a r t i c i p d t e t  in  Exercise B a i f  w*aP Week I. 



25 NwVvelr%r1968 

2 Decmber 1948 

5 necember 1968 

' Qeccmber 1968 

? Dessmber 1 968 

3 Jantiary 1969 

5110 January 1369 

13 Januarv 1969 

20 Ja raa ry  1968 

22 January 1969 

2'. January 1959 

... Janudrq' 1968 

29 January 1968 

3 February 1969 

8 February 1FGS 

10 Febrdary 1969 

Entered p c r t  cf 	Palms, Xajorca, 

Departed Palma, 

Entered port of Genoa, I t a l y ,  

D ~ p a r t e d  Genoa. 

Entered por t  of 	 Golfe Jum, (Cannes) France, 

1969 

Departed Golfe Juan, 

Pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  	an Amphibious exerc.i;e (PHIBLEX 8-63) 

off t he  coas t  of 	 SnrAfnia. 

Entered p o r t  3f 	Valetca, Malta. 

Deperted Velet ta .  

kncb.or~gea2 Taranto, 1t a ly .  

Departed Tarantoe 


Fa r t l c ipa ted  i n  exe rc i se  Quickdraw 2-64 with I t a l i a n .  


Navy. 


Entercd p o r t  of Naples, Ica ly ,  


Departed Yaples. 


Anchor?'-;e ,it. S --CP Bay, TL 'kcy, 




1; Febrtlary 1969 Departed Ist~?bul. 


27 Fchruary 1960 Entered port af Athens, Greece. 




Car r i e r  Airborne Parly Warning Sqt-adron 


ONE HUS3RED TYENTY THREE 


Basic  Narr,?tive 

I. 	 Development of k i rbc rce  Early W a r n i ~ g  Squadrons; 

The f i r s t  East coas t  afrdorne e a r l y  warning squadron, VAW-2 was es? 2,-

l i shed on 6 Jll1y 194.8 p.t Naval A i r  F ta t lon ,  Uorfoik, Virginia. To oer~;.rm 

its mTtasks, Vn'j-2 "iE gi-?en rXSM-3F's ;ipd T'3$i031:J9sm VAW-2 moved from 

Korfolk t o  Quonset Pc in t ,  ?hod@ Is land and changed its name t o  Composite 

Squadrcn TPELTJE ('X-12) on 1 Sentamber 1948. By June, 1950 A i b 3 V ' s  had 

replaced the  ohsole+% 3 M ' s .  The success ior~  of AEY a i r c r a f t  coxtinued 

through the  1950's a s  AD-4787's replaced the  3\l's PIC? ?J's replaced the  4W.n-

In J u l y  1956 VC-12 underwent a n ~ t h c r  t i t l e  change, t h i s  cims t o  Carr!er 

Airborne Early Warnhg Squadron n"TLirE or $7!iWm??. The widely heralded 

ar:?ival of the  WF-2 ( l a t e r  redesignated Ell) "Tracs r ' bccur red  on 20 J .  = -
uafy 1960. The last .AD d e t a c 3 ~ e n t  from VAM-12 t o  embark m ar a t t a c k  c a r r f e r  

boarded USS FORREST& (WA-59) on 25 January 1960, I n  August 1961, al:  df 

the  AD'S vere  t r ans fe r red  t o  VN-33 which l e f t  VAV-12 f r e e  t o  concentre -. on 

improved perf ormar~ce and t a c t i c s  wi th  the  	E- IB ,  

L7-414-12returned t o  Norfolk an 9 September 1962 &-id contEnued t o  s e ~ d  

E-1.B detachmentc on A t l a n t i c  dlee: a i r c r a f t  cwrl ~ r s ,  

11. 	 X r t h  of TTA'd-123 

When VAIJ-I? DETACHMENT 59 returned t o  Norfalk V:;ginia 3n la?e 1965r 

USS FORRESTAL erterc-! ::he Naval Sh:pyarrl f o r  t e n  months of?o~'+i-,n~c.?th 

extensive overhaul axd moder-,ization p r i o r  tc her next  deployment scheduled 

for UESTPAC and the V i e t  -m c m'l ic t , ,  While .I ':he y x d ,  USS FORRESTAL 

rece!ved the  Naval T a c t i c a l  Data SW]stwn (NTZ) snd trc,: equiypsd t o  sup2ort  



two of the  Havy's newest and most sophisticated a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  ASA and t'le 

E-2A. 

During t h i s  period of overhaul, DETACHMZFT 59 was deact iva ted  and 

se lec ted  P i l o t s ,  Navel F l i g h t  Off icers ,  arkel maintenance support p ~ r s o n n e l  

from VAW-12 were ordered t o  NAS NORTH I S W  t o  begin t r a n s i t i o n  from th? 

E-tB t o  t h e  E-2A "Ha%iceyeW which rjas a1reaer.r opera t ional  on the  West Coast. 

DZTA.CHMEMT "North Zelavd" was under t h e  watchful leadership of Lieutenant 

Comaader Charles J. B E R I F E ,  Jr. who would l a t e r  j b i n  VAW-123 as  Executive 

Officer .  

Upon rc'=urr,ing from the  West Cczst i n  August 1966, DETACHMENT "Norrh 

Islzfid" was reorganizsd azd divided, and became the  nucleus f a r  t h e  r c  

ac t iva ted  DETACRICKT 50 cnd the  3ewly formed DETATHlGNT 65. These two 

detachments became the  f i r s t  Eas t  Coast u n i t s  t o  deploy with t he  E-28 

Hawkeye, 1rb4M-l2 FETACE?.EMT SS, with  Commander Lucio W. WILL a s  Officer  

In-Charge, deployecl wi th  US3 FORRESTAL and A i r  Wtng SEWETEFN i n  mid 

,Ta~11aTy1967 fo r  a one mor.th refresher craln4ng cruise off  C?lba and Pver;:o 

Rico. DETACHI%NT 59 r e t u r n e i  t o  NAS Norfolk i n  l a t e  February 1967 t o  

prepare f o r  the  most s i g n i f i c a n t  change in Glrborne Ear ly  Warning s ince  

1948. 

The ceremony h e l d  on 1 April 1967 a t  1090Q Jn SP-1, 14-45 Norfolk, 

Virginia gave b i r t h  t o  VAW-I23 b u t  ma-ked an en& t o  an organizat ion which 

had Seen the  l a r g e s t  Naval squa3ron on the  Eas t  coast.  VAW-12 was redesig-

nated an4 became Car r i e r  Airborne Early Warnhg !din;; 'BIELTJF:nnder the  

command of Captain J. A. Parise.:& A t  tho snr.3 2ir.i: Vl3J-123 was estab%14hed 

under the  command of @DR L. U. HILL. trATTEJ-125, fornr.rly ZETACHMENT 59 

of the  old organizat ion,  then 'Jecane the  first 3-2A squadron on e i t h e r  

East  o r  West coas t  t o  be ecta3lieheci. I t  wa; f e l t  that: the reorganiza '  on 



and establishnenk of the  E-2A s q u . ? d r ~ n ~M D L : ~ ~i q ; o ~ e  t:?e e f f i c i ency ,  give 

2 prea te r  r e l i a k S l i t y  i n  performance, and reduce the constant  interdepar :-

m n t  shf f t  of )?!snpc-r:r t h ~ tthr? -Id organizat!.on bad erperlcnced. 

111, History of VAl+J-123 

C h  11 Apr i l  1967 s h o r t l y  efter its e s t a b l i s h ~ c n t ,VAW-123 found i t s e l f  

-aboard USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59) e n ~ o u t et o  the  A t l a n t i c  F lee t  :capons Rsnge 

f o r  p a r t i c f p a t i o n  i n  9PERATION CLOVFHITCH. Befor? leaving however, VL-7-I23 

began a s e r i e s  of f i r s t s  t h a t  vas t o  continue throughout its f i r s t  ye:" as  

a squadron. On S Apri l  1967 LCDR J, D, L a r i s ~ nand LTJG J. M. Prendergast 

fie-? 702, one of VAF?-1?3*s a i r c r a f t ,  non-stop, coast-to-coast,  from i\Tk MIRTH 

TSLA_ND, C ~ l I f o r n i ato NORFCLK, Virg in ia  i n  s i x  hours and 30 minutes 

The f l i g b t  was a F ? r s t  f o r  a f l e e t  E-2A Rawkey5 altkaagh the  r~onstopf l  ' g h t  

had been m d e  before u ~ d e re ~ ~ e r i n e n t a lcond' t iocs,  

Ch 6 June 1967, T?Kd-123 ' ~ ~ i i di t s e l f  ageiit on USS FOZTcLSTAL (CVii-5', 

cnro~r tet o  the  AtlantLc Fieet 'Jeapons Range bur t h i s  time f o r  an Operat . m a 1  

Eeadiness Inspection COUI) and deploy~entto ' T o s t F z ~ .  A£ter tne CRI VAV -123 

entered the  roval doma3n qf Neptunus Rex 8r-45ecame the  f : . rst  East  coas t  

E-2A squectron t o  be i n i t i n t e d  into the  R ~ y a lOrder of ShelI5acks. 

USS FO2CESTAL cont'nved south t o  the  p o r t  of 219 De Janer io ,  S r a s i l ,  

arriving on 23 June 1967 f ? r  a g9od-dill  v i s i t  find a w e l l  deserved r e s t  

period p r i m  to t r a v e l l i n g  ta tb:? So~tZlC h $ m  "2- F r e ~messages received 

an the 26th of June 1907, ~ f t s rd e p a r t ~ r ef r o n  :to, it seems t h a t  the  v2bic 

of VAW-173 the  USS F0PRESIIb.L had been a rcz~und!ng success. One week 

later t h e  USS FCiXXiSTAI, r3~lrlod=clthe  Cape of >ood No;  -J and xmtinued N o r  n 

East  t o m r d s  Cubi Po in t  i n  t; a P h i l l i p i n o s ,  2~lr:r.g t h i s  crossing,  a l l  

squadrons stepped up t ra tn i r lg  l cc tu res  t o  ccv?? the many aspects  of the  

V i e t  Nan c o n f l i c t .  The inc;-e- ,s  i n  t e q o  collc? be ;e2n throilghoclt t h r  §Pip 



md eypec ia l ly  in the  A i r  Ying a s  the  sohering +houg':ts of war drew r,ea: c?r. 

VAFK-l 23 f1i gh t  r r e w  'rent tkrocg? the  l a t e s t  iniormatic? "Xigh? Hawk" 

(bera t5  ons which was a jo ln t  e f f o r t  bstween :he E-2 and the  Arm] i n  tan e f f o r t  

t o  stop the  t ruck cmvoyr rnolr!ne 3nto Soilth 'Jiet-Yarn a t  night .  The E-2 

crerv.s were seen b r i e f t n g  the helicop+er rescue tcams :n connrction wi t11  

Search and Resctac missions for  downed pilots, Abtark squadrons were ( t t r ?  

the  l a t e s t  information f r o 2  VKbT-122 i n  what help  they could expect 3n 

i l a v l g ~ t i ~ nt o  t h e i r  t a r g e t s  and vec to r s  around " M A  of S.W" s igh t s .  Last 

mir.ra+e b r i e f s  were given t o  th.? f i g h t e r  sqmdrons t o  coortilnate the  MI 

k i l l i n g  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of the  E-3.4 and For' team. An advanced Liaison Off a r ,  

tCDR 8. L. FISH, was s e n t  t o  the  "PTRAZ" s h i p  i n  the  Gulf of Tonkin. T 2 

Pos i t ive  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  R a i l ~ r  A d v i s ~ r y  Zone 9- "PII)SZH s h i p  vaa t o  work 

d i r e c t l y  x i t h  the  E-2 i n  cher::f,ng f o r  enemy a i r ~ r a f tan? P . T .  boat.%, I 13ec-

73s other  missions wcr? covered d u ~ i n g  t h i s  period u n t i l  USS FORRLSTAL 

reached F ~ b i c  Bay i n  the  P h i l i p i n e s  on t he  18th cP July 1967, A f i v e  ds:, 

layover replenished ;he ship and on the  23r.I r>f . iuly 1967".V;lrd-i23 on 

board the  USS FORZESTPA, becam "be f i r s t  East: Coast ? - 2 8  SquaZrm t o  e n t e r  

the Vier-Nan %?ar zane, The r.ext five days wer.; i!?led with  e a r l y  pre- 

dawn b r f e f s  f o r  s t r i k e s  a ~ a i n s t  r a r ~ e t sin  h o r t h  Vlzt-Mam i3 the "Hour 

Glass" area: Vinh, Thm p-70 and ~ d j a c e n t  terriL-9117, Debriefings and 

reconnt issance p h o t o ~ r a p h s  si~owsil the high1y ar a - r a t e  o r ~ dsuccessFd1 

bombing c e p a b i l i t i e s  of C I i r  I J lns  17 under c9m',la:, ccnditioris,  One E-2A 

w a s  c a l l e d  out  on a Search and lcoscue xri issi~n t-o t he  smi-h ~cheretwo 

aviators had gong down i n  ?LI :-3 +,-)P.~RT. rL!?d T ,7_ iater dircsctetl int 

Cub: Point  o f t c r  one p?lo4, 7 , - rosc.zed. 

A t  1 0 5 0  on Saturday 29 JuI77 1967, alrcrnf 2 701 \. ss orLNumber 1 catrapult 

readying for  a launch rn suqr)>rt  of a :>re-bi^ic?c? sy r ike  aga ins t  Hanoi nd 



Haiphmg, when suddenly a f i r e  broke out  cn the  f l f , ,h t  Oc-rk, ;TSthin min-

u tes  i t  spread t o  a i r c r a f t  f u l l y  loaded with Smbs  2nd roc.kets. The ct $ i n  

reac t ions  s e t  the  e n t i r e  a rea  a f t  cn the  f l i g h t  deck eflame, and shrapr; 

could be seen s p l a t t e r i ~ g  i r ~the  h a t e r  around the  sh ip  f o r  huxdreds of 

yarrls. The E-2 escaped wi th  minor daaags because it was taxied  forwar-d 

m a v  frsz <he f i r e .  P-11 perrotl~iel.of VAW-123 w2re mircculously s a r c ,  a'  -
"ough many nsrro;.rly escaped death by being ir compartments adjacer,t tf 

a l e s  w5ich  ?rere co;;lp;etcly destrcyed by exlslodlng bor;;~)s. 

'Durl~gthat: day cma n i g h t  VAld-123 personnel Vera ssen  evr-.r-y~here t h r c ~ g h -

c r r t  the sh ip  f i g h t i n g  f i r e s ,  he lp ing  the  injured,  ?nfl evacuating the  dead, 

Ma~ymen worked twenty o r  t h l r t y  h w r s  s t r a i g h t ,  e ~ d:.copped only wnen rG:\:! 

were to ld  co by someone who saw Lhae they w e r e  n.3dr ~xhaus t io r : ,  !hen 

r w t i n g ,  the  nen had t o  s t a y  on the  f l i g h t  deck qr ir, passageways i n  uf 

f o ~ w a r d  p a r t  of the  sh ip ,  Almost sleep,ng space had been wnry  ~ i a n * ~  i n  

the  a f t  s e c t i o n  of t:lc s h i p  which had been t o t a l l y  eestroyed by the  £1.-~:-\s,. 

The s h i p  l i ~ e di n t o  C - ~ b iP c l n t  on the  30th of July 1968 ar.? received t \ * A -

psrary r e p a i r s  t o  enabl_e it: t o  make the  1cr.g ~ 3 y a p sback t o  Norfolk foi' 

majgr overI.?u:, VATzJ-123 e r r lved  h o ~ ?  at: Forfo lk  cbcerd the  USS F0RRESTtT8 

on 14 Scpt 1'167 where f 'l laas i:he*-o based whi e the  r . $ ? i ~began extens 

r e p a i r  work a t  Portmouth Na-val sh ip  yard. From then t o  t h e  end of tbe  ear, 

VNi-123 f l e w  numerous n1ssi~)n.sa?-wnd t3-.e l!cr:olk c se ra t ing  areas  t c  mt n.9 

ta'n i ts  %main A i r  W3ng 17 squadrons.s t a t s  cf readir-zss ar;ct ir, cor,";,cYn~~th 

W r i n g  1968 VAT*!-129 s p c . ~ tmost >f its time a,i .y f -c.n b:o~:folk. ah 23 Feb 

thc squadron depioync! t o  WAS F d ~ l s n ,Plevada "'cr { ?.~aeksweapons deploy--ment d i t h  A i r  faling 17. I t  was t5e first t i m c  ths t-ke squ<idronwar; ret1nitr:d 



viph A i r  Wing 17 s ince  USS FOiGtESTALts r e t u r n  from WESTPAC. The 0 ~ 2 r a t l m s  

at NAS Falion p r ~ v i d e d  increased opportunity f o r  t t a i n t n g  :n s t r i k e  can t .01  

and and airborne in te rcey t  c o n t r ~ l  vhicn was necessary t o  qu::.?-iry A i r  

Cm-trol Off i c c r s  as Combat Inf  orination Center Off icers .  ofB e c ~ l ~ ~ s ethe  

g r e a t  d i s t ance  from obr home h s e ,  the  squadron dsed che se rv ices  of 

CMIM-11 a t  N.G, North Is lznd,  C-lllfornia. 

Up-n r s tu rn ing  from F a l l ~ n ,  Nevada e f f o r t s  vcre  d i rec ted  towards p r r -  

parlr;g for tkc Admst 1,nspection which was condvctec! on 8 and 9 Apri l .  &I 

16 Apr i i  a change of command ceremony took place where CDR !;,G, SMITH 

became t h e  new cor~maiiding o f f i c e r  of VA1.1-:23, relieving CDIi L.W, HILL. 01 

23 April  the  squadron embarked aboard USS FOL4ESTAL snsoute t o  Guantanc ? 

B8y, Cuba for r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  and t o  prepare f o r  an Operational Reaiiness 

f n s p e c t i m .  This was t he  f i y s t  of two s h o r t  c ruJses  before Ccploying Po t he  

Mediterranean, The second c ru t se  was i n  t h ~Jacksor,vi l le  operat ing a r i a  f o r  

2 weeks i n  l ~ t e  P1lring boLn of the cruise.;, e ~ ~ p h a s i s  placed onJune, was 

El ight  operat ions and shipboard evolut ions.  A f t e r  return fron the  seconq 

c ru i se ,  final, prepara t ions  we-& ,lade f o r  ar- sxtle~daddeployment, On 20 

July, 4 E-2Las were f!.c7m aboa-d, a l m g  wi th  the  r e s t  ef CVW-17, and on 

2% July USS FQTRESTN, s a i l e d  f o r  the  M ~ d i t e r r a n e m ~ .  

The primary mission of the  F-2.5 is the  S ix th  F l e e t  is Airbornc Ear ly  

Warning and Anti-Air Warfare,, The squadron haas yartic!&pated i n  numerouF 

m t i - a ? r  warfare and surface-tod.surface missiZe cxerc j  ses.  This Z r a i * ~ '  lg 

con t ras t s  sharply  v ~ i t h  the  WESTPAC mode of cpera t ion  in which the  squadron 

had been previously becm t ra lncd  which place- emphsis on s t r i k e  cont rc  

Durirls t h e  periods ?f vr;?-r o r a b i l i t y  t o  Be;r / ~  thcadger o ~ ~ e r f l i g h t s ,  

E-2A has been an integral,  p i i r h f  an a l e r t  tea:? which includes F-34's a1 : 

KB-3 tankers. Areas 02 cs-.cerVn?re rb  3se i; t h z  e s s t o r n  A t l a n t i c  which 



are wlt t l in  Bear range from t he  U.S.S.R. and those areas  ;r, the  eab,:um 

Mediterranean which a r e  wi th in  Bndger range from the  Middle East. 

On. 17-18 August, a Combat Readiness Assessment Exercise w a s  conductc-ri 

with obzcrvers assigned from US§ INDEPENDPYCFI and embarkerl sq-~adrons . F >r 

its p a r t  i n  the  exe rc i se  VAW-123 received the  higbsst- grade i n  the  A i r  Wing 

--95.57-- with an adjeot ive  grade of outstanding, A l l  scheduled s o r t i e s  

(11) were flown and a l l  m i s s ions assigned were completed successful ly .  

On 29 Seytember, an a i r  b a t t l s  nroblem was cfin8.ucted between FORRES'L-U 

ancl 1t.TI)EPZDENCE. No c lear -cut  vichsor was anriounced, and the  general  c-n-

sensus is t h a t  the  b a t t l e  w a s  v i r t u a l l y  a stand-off wi th  INDEPENDENCE ~ t r i k -  

ing t h e  f i r s t  blow. The f i r s t  r a i d  on FORXESTAL uas l a rge ly  repel led  -

CAP and miss i l e  e s c o r t  sh ips .  FORRESTAL's r a q d s  03 IETIjEPENDENCE were ! .:: 

s o  hcavily opposed and severa l  successful  a t t a c k s  r e r e  made on he r  towe I 

spar.  

During t h i s  exerc ise ,  the  i n i t i a l  search  from midnrght t o  d a w ,  t2-

primary use  of VkA-123's E-31's w a s  ofs e a r c Y ~ / s a n i t ? z ~ c ? ~ nthe  S i c i l i a r  

and So-dthern I t a i l a n  co~:c?s ,  !.lthough I~~?EPE;~DELU'CZwas n o t  d-iscovered 

during t h i s  p h s e ,  laryc &:eas TJPre ,czm;cizeql s o  t h a t  the  search  e f f o r t  

could be concer t ra ted  i n  ere? i n  t h e  mcrning where the  INDEPENDENCE 

was dl  scoverad , 

The longest  opera t in?  pcrioct of the  deploync-lt (21  flays) began on 15 

October a f t e r  a v i s i t  I-o Taran'io, I t e l y .  Excrcise Orlickdraw 10-66 w a s  

held wi th  the  I t a l i a n  Nawy or the  night qf 1 4  Octo5c?r. This exe rc i se  c, L-

sistecl of a high-speed trslrsi: o f  U. S. des : r - ~ r sthrough a constr ict- A 

passage defended by miss? l e  ;.aunching r j l a t f c  x- - (css t royers  and h i g i l - s p ~ ~ d  

torpzdo boats) .  The exz rc i se  took piece an t i e  Cz!f of Taranto and thc 

des t royers  were p r ~ v i d a d  a i r  c rve r  f r ? n  FOXREbYA-. and su rve i l l ance  from 



land-based P2.s.  The E-2A vectored the  P2 over sz r face  corttactr: f o r  

aearch1:ght i d e n t i f i c a t i m  m d  then control led  FORRESTAL 3 i : c r a f t  over tl:e 

iden t i f i ed  enemy f o r  f l a r e  drops and simufat?d a t teck,  AfLer a most SUC-

cess fu l  mission, En unfortunate and very t r a g i c  accident  occurred when the 

E - 2 ~flew i n t o  the water  following a n i g h t  bo l t e r .  T,CDR JfnDELAITEY 'TICCh:, 

LCDR Paul ;:T,;ZH'I' ( p i l o t ) ,  aqd P ' J G  :?owar?. ?UTLEDG_lb (co-pilot)  were l o s t  

in the  accident ,  LTJG Frank FYCEDERICK ()KO) was rescued by the  destroy.r, 

USS DYEES, and AT-1 David CARPENTER (RO) was picked f ron  the  water by a 

helo from 34C-2. Both survivor? were uninj~ared. 

CCA's control led  by E28's were attempted fo r  the  f 3 r s t  time during 

t h i s  deployment. T~7of l i g h t s  were flown, each con t ro l l ing  f i v e  AU40s i 

approaches a t  two-minute in te rva l s .  Control lers  endeavored t o  vector  the 

a i r c r a f t  tq within  10' of carl ter l lne a t  one mile asteim The CVA. Tkk  

r e s u l t s  were grat3 fying, considering the  l imited experience i n  t h i s  art a ,  

'Jith addjt ic-rsl  p r s e t i c e  a t  t h i s  Qpc, of operatrim. :l~e E-2A c ~ u l d  prove 

t o  be very valuahle qn an emergency o r  i n  a s l tua t i an  w h ~ r e  the CVA 

exerc jses  e l e c t r o n i c  c i lzace .  

An anphibious landing exerc ise  w a s  held during ~i i l tch  Task Group 60.2 

provided e s c o r t  scnricss t o  thc  -mphibious cQnv;y enboute t o  the AOA and 

flew c lose  a i r  support n i s s ions  during and foliowing the  landing of the as-

s a u l t  force  on Southern Sardlniz.  Throughout t h i s  c s ~ r c i s e  the force  w.;  

subjected t o  a t t ack  by desrgrat-ed OFWJSE f o r a s ,  Task Group 60.1, Thc 2-2A 

nas u t i l izec?  in  a defensive r o l e  aga5nct OR,WGE forces  from both air aT1 

surface r a i d e r  a t tacks .  

Exercice Plational Veek I r-as C O ~ ~ U C ' S ~ C ~ .film 10 through 23 Move~ber, 

The task  assigped t o  t%sCVA and AJ.r  Wing SEr El\TEGN tTas t o  search fqr, 

locate,  and t r ack  a l l  SovIsL naval vesse l s  ar~c cesignated U. S .  ORANGF 



DECLASSIFIED 


surface  vesse l s  wi th in  n 200  mile radius  of the  CVA. T>c E-2A was l i t 3 2 7  4 zed 

e f f e c t i v e l y  by c o n t r o l l i n g  and vector ing  A-4/F-4 search  a I r c r a f t  cver r \ t r face  

contacts.  On the  f i n a l  day of the  exerc ise ,  day and n igh t  s t r i k e s  were 

E-2A contro l led  over the  OWTGE Iorces. The r e s u l t s  were t x z e l l e n t  throirgh- 

eut  the  exerc ise ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  drlr i i~g the  f i ? & a l  n igh t  vhen one of the  OIlAKGE 

shlps ,  %?hose pos i t ion  was unkno~trn, cras located and atcacked by a i r c r a f t  

under Z - 2 f ~  ccmtrol, before i L  could make a successful  su r face  t o  s u r f a c ~  

miss i l e  a t t ack  on the  c a r r i e r ,  

Du-lng most of these  operat ing periods the  3edger a l e r t s  described 

e a r l i e r  were i n  e f fec t .  

The month of Decenber brought VAW-123 i t ' s  f i r s t  E2A FORRESTAL Cent. * i o n  

when NFO LT. Fred Glaeser trapped aboard f o r  the !(30th tlme i n  an E2A. 

VAW-123 begas the new ycar by f l y i n g  over 1 5 0  hours i n  support  of ;: 

s i x  day amphibious exercise.  The exerc ise ,  -\ hich began on 5 January, v-.s 

s i m i l a r  t o  p r ~ v i o ~ i s  a71;k-,lbious q e r a t i o n s ,  The E-2A perf omed a dual  

function by c o n t r o l l i n g  s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  into t he  Amphibious Objective Arca 

(AOA), a i l  by providing MlT s e c t o r  defense a p i n s t  r a i d  a i r c r a f t  launched 

by TG 60.1 from USS INCEPENDENCZ- VILld-123 was successful  Pn r e p e l l i n g  the  

r a i d s  wi th  assigned F-4's and provided e x c e l l e n t  ccn-ttrol f o r  s t r i k e  a i r -  

c r a f t  support ing the  amphibious as sau l t .  

Af te r  a week i n  p o r t  a t  Va le t t a  Malta and a two day anchorage i n  

Teranto I t a l y ,  VK.7-123 supported another Quicklraw exerc i se  wl th  I t a l i -  

Iflava1 un Its. This exerc ise ,  ronducted on the r,lght sf 27 Jarxary,  was 

designed t o  t e s t  the  kAV capabi '!it ies of t h ~l t l i l i a - des t royers .  The E LA 



searched for ,  i d e n t i f i e d  ( t ~ i t hA-4 scrappers car ryfng f l a r e s ) ,  t rack&,  

and contro l led  s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  onto the  destroyers.  

On the  28th, USS FORRESTAL ar r ived i n  Yaples f o r  a s h o r t  visi t .  The 

period from 3 February t o  8 February consis ted  of c y ~ l i c  f l i g h t  o p e r a t i m s  

while under the  c m s t s n t  t h r e a t  nf Badger overf l ights .  A g ~ l n , tho E-2A 

assumed a l e r t  s t a t u s  during non-flying hours and flew a b a r r i e r  f o r  

optimum Ijadgar de tec t ion  while airborne. 

The I s t anbu l  v i s i t  from 10 FeSrusry t o  17 F ~ S r u a r ygave most of the  

yen i n  \TAU-123 t h e i r  f i r s t  lock a t  a Middle East country. During f l i y h t  

operations f ron  1% February t o  22 February VKd-123 cmducted another 

p rac t i ce  CCA period with four  A-4 a i r c r a f t .  The object  of t h i s  period 

was t o  1znd the  A-4's s a f e l y  o?. deck without  using any navigational ali.-

from the  c a r r i e r .  AgaLn, r e s u l t s  were gra t i fy ing.  

The month of Fehmz-ry ended a t  anchor i n  Athens Greece. 


