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1. I n  response t o  and i n  accordance with reference ( a ) ,  t h e  VAW-121 Comand 
History f o r  calendar year 1980 is submitted. 



MISSION OF COMMAND 


To provide the task force Officer in Tactical Command (OTC) with new data 

on all targets entering the surrounding airspace. In addition to this mission, 

the squadron is capable of performing the following tasks: 


1. Detect airborne targets within its surveillance envelope. 
2. Determine position course, speed, altitude and IFF status of each 


target. 

3. Transmit target data to Tactical Data System (TDS) units. 

4. Fighter Intercept or control. 
5. Aircraft control/flight following. 

6. Surface threat defense. 

7. Missile shoot exercise control. 

8. UHF voice/data relay. 

9. Search and rescue (SARI coordination. 


Compatibility of the above tasks is set forth in tactical doctrine. Tasks 

will be assigned at the discretion of the OTC. 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE E-2C ARPS 

The E-2C, most recent  model i n  t h e  HAWKEYE s e r i e s ,  f ea tu res  the  l a t e s t  
generat ion of  avionics  which expand system c a p a b i l i t i e s  fo r  a c t i v e  and passive 
de tec t ion ,  t r ack ing  and navigat ion accuracy, d isplay  and communications--all 
with high r e l i a b i l i t y  and exce l l en t  mainta inabi l i ty .  

The high-wing, twin turbo-prop a i r c r a f t  is e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i e d  by its rotodome 
and four v e r t i c a l  t a i l s ,  por t ions  of  which a r e  f i b e r g l a s s  t o  reduce radar  
r e f l e c t i o n .  The automatic f l i g h t  con t ro l  system has maneuvering and opera t ional  
o r  f l a t  t u r n  modes a s  wel l  a s  TACAN coupling. An advanced cooling system 
assures  opera t ional  f l e x i b i l i t y  on the  ground and i n  the  a i r .  Near-STOL per-
formance allows c a r r i e r  and s h o r t  f i e l d  operat ion.  The HAWKEYE was s p e c i f i c a l l y  
designed from its incept ion  f o r  Airborne Early Warning (AEW) thus  maximizing 
funct ion  performance, v e r s a t i l i t y  and f l e x i b i l i t y .  

The HAWKEYE has a crew of f ive :  P i l o t ,  Co-pilot, Combat Information 
Center Of f i ce r ,  A i r  Control Off icer  and Radar Operator. Control c a p a b i l i t y  
is increased over the  E-2A/B model a i r c r a f t ,  s ince  each of the  combat crew is 
a b l e  t o  independently u t i l i z e  a l l  modes of sensor d i sp lay ,  da ta  r e t r i e v a l  and 
automatic cont ro l .  

The radar  f ea tu res  an Airborne Moving Target Indica tor  (AMTI) function 
t h a t  permits t racking of  t a r g e t s  obscured by sea  o r  land re tu rn .  A t  long range, 
the  radar can pick up t a r g e t s  of f i g h t e r  s i z e  and pinpoint  t h e i r  pos i t ion ,  
he ight  and movement regardless  of  geography o r  weather. The new radar  is 
more s e n s i t i v e  due t o  s p e c i a l  AMTI s i g n a l  processing thus  g iv ing exceptional  
t a r g e t  r e so lu t ion  and prec is ion  contro l .  Advanced da ta  processing techniques 
g ive  it the  unique a b i l i t y  t o  operate both off-shore and overland. Also, the  
Side  Lobe Cancellat ion (SLC) option renders the  radar l e s s  suscep t ib le  t o  
jamming. The Passive Detection System (PDS) enables t h e  crew t o  accura te ly  
evaluate  a i rborne ,  surface  and shore-based miss i l e  and e l e c t r o n i c  t h r e a t  
platforms. 

OPERATIONAL STATISTICS FOR CY 80 

TOTAL HOURS FLOWN. ...................................3 4 2  ( A  record)  

TOTAL CARRIER LANDINGS.. ..............................944 

TOTAL NIGHT CARRIER LANDINGS..........................400 

TOTAL SORTIES.. .......................................965 


SHORE...........................................56 

CARRIER.........................................gog 
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01 J A N  - 03 J A N  

04 J A N  

08 J A N  

08 J A N  - 15 J A N  

17 J A N  - 23 J A N  

26 J A N  - 28 J A N  

30 J A N  - 03 F E B  

04 F E B  - 19 F E B  

20 F E B  

21 F E B  

21 F E B  - 01 MAR 

02 MAR - 05 MAR 

06 MAR - 13 MAR 

14 MAR - 17 MAR 

18 MAR - 20 MAR 

20 MAR 

21 MAR - 14 APR 

26 MAR 

28 MAR 

1 1  APR 

15 APR - 16 APR 

17 APR - 07 MAY 

07 MAY 

08 MAY - 20 JUN 

1980 CHRONOLOGY 

VAW-121 BASED ASHORE AT NAS NORFOLK, VA 

SQUADRON EMBARKED ABOARD U S S  DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
(CVN 69) 

CARRIER A I R  WING SEVEN (CVW 7) F L Y  ABOARD 
GUANTANAMO OPERATING AREA (GTMO OPAREA) 

REFRESHER T R A I N I N G  GTMO OPAREA 

TYT-1 JACKSONVILLE OPERATING AREA ( J A X  OPAREA) 

PORT V I S I T  NASSAU, BAHAMAS 

T R A I N I N G  COMMAND CARRIER Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  ( C Q )  P E R I O D  
I N  KEY WEST OPERATING AREA 

BASED ASHORE - NAVAL A I R  S T A T I O N ,  NORFOLK VA 

VAW-121 EMBARKED CVN 69 

CVW 7 F L Y  ABOARD 

TYT-2 AFWTF ROOSEVELT ROADS, PUERTO R I C O  

PORT V I S I T  S A I N T  THOMAS, V I R G I N  I S L A N D S  

TYT-3 AFWTF ROOSEVELT ROADS, PUERTO R I C O  

OPERATIONAL R E A D I N E S S  EVALUATION ( O R E ) ,  AFWTF, 
PUERTO R I C O  

CVN 69 RETURN FROM AFTWTF ROOSEVELT ROADS, PUERTO 
R I C O  

CVN 7 FLY-OFF 

PRE-OVERSEAS MOVEMENT (POM) 

A I R C R A F T  BUNO 160990 DEPARTED SQUADRON 

A I R C R A F T  BUNO 160991 ARRIVED AT SQUADRON 

VAW-121 CHANGE OF COMMANDS 

REFRESHER CQ/FLY ABOARD 

CV 69 T R A N S I T  T O  I N D I A N  OCEAN 

TURNOVER WITH U S S  N I M I T Z  (CVN 68) 

OPERATIONS I N  THE I N D I A N  OCEAN ON GONZO S T A T I O N  



21 J U N  - 23 J U N  

24 J U N  - 07 J U L  

08 J U L  - 10 J U L  

11 J U L  - 16 J U L  

17 J U L  - 21 J U L  

22 J U L  - 26 J U L  

27 J U L  

28 J U L  - 15 AUG 

16 AUG 

17 AUG - 30 AUG 

31 AUG 

01 S E P  

02 S E P  - 05 S E P  

06 S E P  - 09 S E P  

10 S E P  - 13 S E P  

14 S E P  - 18 S E P  

19 S E P  - 28 OCT 

03 OCT 

29 OCT - 03 NOV 

04 NOV - 01 DEC 

02 DEC - 20 DEC 

19 DEC 

21 DEC 

22 DEC 

23 DEC - 31 DEC 

CHRONOLOGY (CONT'D)  

GONZO 3-80 E X E R C I S E  

OPERATIONS I N  THE I N D I A N  OCEAN ON GONZO S T A T I O N  

MULTIPLEX 1-80 

OPERATIONS ENROUTE SINGAPORE 

PORT V I S I T  S INGAPORE 

OPERATIONS ENROUTE GONZO S T A T I O N  

KERMITEX 1-80 

OPERATIONS I N  THE I N D I A N  OCEAN ON GONZO S T A T I O N  

J O I N I N G  E X E R C I S E  WITH AMPHIBIOUS U N I T S  

OPERATIONS I N  THE I N D I A N  OCEAN ON GONZO S T A T I O N  

P A S S I N G  E X E R C I S E  WITH U S S  MIDWAY (CV 41 ) 

OPERATIONS I N  THE I N D I A N  OCEAN ON GONZO S T A T I O N  

OPERATIONS ENROUTE D I E G O  GARCIA 

WEAPONS WEEK D I E G O  GARCIA 

OPERATIONS ENROUTE MODLOC 

GONZO 5-80 E X E R C I S E  

OPERATIONS I N  THE I N D I A N  OCEAN ON GONZO S T A T I O N  

U S S  DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER V I S I T E D  BY GEN J O N E S ,  
J O I N T  C H I E F S  O F  S T A F F  

OPERATION BEACON COMPASS 

OPERATIONS I N  THE I N D I A N  OCEAN ON GONZO S T A T I O N  

T R A N S I T  T O  NAVAL S T A T I O N ,  NORFOLK, VA 

CNO V I S I T S  U S S  DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 

CVW 7 F L Y O F F  

SQUADRON DISEMBARK U S S  DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
(CVN 69) 

POM 
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NARRATIVE 


1. (U) VAW-121 spent  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  1980 preparing f o r  i ts  record-breaking 
deployment a s  a p a r t  of Carr ier  A i r  Wing SEVEN (CVW 7)  embarked i n  USS DWIGHT 
D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69). Refresher t r a i n i n g  was comprised of  mainly Carr ier  
Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  Currency, ARPS System Refresh/Service F l i g h t s  and extensive Pre 
Operational Readiness Evaluation (ORE) ground t r a in ing .  

2. ( U )  Training 1 (TYT-1) emphasized Ai rc ra f t  Control (AIC/ASI), Link-11 and 
Link-4A. Four Combat SAR Exercises (COMSAREX) were conducted i n  For t  Steward, 
GA area .  E-2Cts provided bandit  c a l l s ,  update vectors ,  he lo  con t ro l ,  and cen te r  
(ARTCC) coordinat ion.  Also ground t r a i n i n g  was dedicated t o  t h r e a t  platform 
recogni t ion  CVW 7 TACNOTES and damage contro l .  

3. ( U )  February and March saw t h e  squadron through Type Training 2,  3 and the  
ORE. Primary emphasis i n  TYT 2 and 3 fo r  t h e  squadron was con t ro l  of  
MISSILEXts, a SINKEX, EMCON opera t ions ,  Link-11, Link-4A and a i rborne  Tac t i ca l  
Action Off icer  (TAO). The ORE pr imar i ly  involved a i rborne  e a r l y  warning and 
ant i -surface  warfare. It a l s o  included ALPHA s t r i k e s ,  mining exerc ises  and both 
b r i e fed  and spontaneous war a t  sea  (WAS) s t r i k e s  which r e l i e d  heavily upon E-2C 
support.  

4. ( U )  During t h i s  period VAW-121 won severa l  honors. The CVN 69 S i l v e r  Wrench 
Award, presented t o  the  most outstanding squadron maintenance department i n  
CVW 7. Also CDR Andy Murphy was named the  CVW 7 tophook with a c a r r i e r  
landing grade of 3.82 and LT Doug Payne was s i x t h  with a grade of 3.65. 

5. (U) Also i n  March, the  squadron achieved a 100% p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the  E-4,5,6 
r a t e  advancement exams. A t o t a l  of 44 personnel pa r t i c ipa ted .  

6. (U) On Apr i l  I l t h ,  CDR Jay W. Sprague re l i eved  CDR A. J. Murphy a s  commanding 
o f f i c e r  of VAW-121. The squadron then embarked once more aboard "IKEn and 
departed P ie r  12, Naval S t a t i o n  Norfolk, on 15 Apri l  t o  begin its record-
breaking Indian Ocean deployment. 

7 .  (U) Operations during the  Indian Ocean deployment were maintained a t  a high 
tempo. I n  May, the  first month of Indian Ocean Operations, t h e  squadron flew 
345.9 hours with a t o t a l  of  98 c a r r i e r  landings. 

8. ( C )  I n  June, 388.9 hours were flown and 101 t r a p s  accumulated. The squad- 
ron,  with CVW 7 and CVN 69, took p a r t  i n  Exercise GONZO 3-80 aga ins t  the  USS 
CONSTELLATION B a t t l e  Group. Each group spent  one day a s  a s  BLUE and one day a s  
ORANGE. Primari ly an exerc ise  employing t a c t i c s  aga ins t  Soviet  launched SSNts 
su r face  and sub-surface platforms,  the  exerc ise  s t r e s sed  the  elements of  ASUW, 
AAW and WAS s t r i k e s .  

9. ( C )  Late t h a t  month, it was VAW-121's tu rn  t o  con t ro l  A i r  Force B-52's i n  t h e i r  
simulated mine laying exerc ise .  I n  add i t ion  t o  simulated mine laying the  B-52's 
were given the  opportunity t o  conduct defensive t a c t i c s  i n  an AIC environment 
under E-2 cont ro l .  F ina l ly ,  t h e  B-52's were vectored f o r  low passes over Soviet  
TATTLETAILS i n  the  area .  The e n t i r e  t r a i n i n g  evaluat ion went extremely wel l ;  
communications were good, the  exerc ise  was wel l  coordinated and cooperation from 
t h e  B-52 crews was excel lent .  
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10. (U) July saw the squadron make its only port call of this eight-and-a-half- 

month deployment. Enroute to Singapore, after 93 days at sea the IKE "Spliced 

the Main Bracen for the first time, with each man being issued two cans of beer. 

The crew then enjoyed five days of well deserved rest in Singapore. 


11. (C) August proved a bonanza month for flying. The squadron set a Navy E-2 

monthly flight hour record of 435.1 hours with 114 traps. The emphasis of 

operations during August, in order to maximize training, was directed toward 

competitive exercise (COMPEX) qualification of all flight crews. Since no 

major exercises were scheduled during August, the sharp edge was maintained by 

conducting 36 graded COMPEXvs divided among all crewmembers; additionally the 

squadron participated in two B-52 exercises, an Amphibious Group JOINEX, the 

USS MIDWAY PASSEX, and detected 8 IL-38 MAY Soviet aircraft. 


12. (C) September proved both a challenging and diverse month operationally for 

CARAEWRON 121. The squadron detected and intercepted 6 1L-38 MAY, 1 COOT and 1 

COCK, conducted 2 B-52 MINEXvs, completed a very successful COMPEX program, par- 

ticipated in two interesting and innovative exercises, Weapons Week and GONZO 

5-80, responded to the Strait of Hormuz contingency (Operation RAWHIDE) and 

safely conducted a actual SAR and a single engine E-2C recovery. 


13. (U) Although not a record flight hour month, the squadron established new 

quarterly, 1061 hours, and yearly, 3177 hours (fiscal) flight hour marks for 

operational E-2 squadrons. 


14. (U) In September CARAEWRON 121 achieved a 100% of TIR eligible personnel 

participating in advancement exams for E-4/E-5/E-6. A total of 31 personnel 

participated. 


15. (U) Due to the Iran-Iraq war, IKEvs scheduled port visit to Perth, 

Australia was cancelled as well as a subsequent port visit to Mombassa, Kenya. 

The Battle Group remained on MODLOC in support of national tasking to monitor 

the flow of ship traffic through the Strait of Hormuz (Operation RAWHIDE). 


16. (U) During November CARAEWRON 121 received notification that it had been 

awarded the COMNAVAIRLANT Battle "En award for 1980, a second consecutive award. 


17. (U) Operations continued on GONZO Station until 1 December when the IKE 

turned "Homeward Boundn at 0001 local time 2 December. IKE conducted a 

passing exercise and turnover with USS INDEPENDENCE on 7 December and continued 

for home. 


18. (U) On 14 December CARAEWRON 121 marked fourteen years and over 68,200 

hours of accident-free flying. This is an unprecented record in the E-2 

community. 


19. (U) All "WOGSn were purged from the squadron when King Neptune visited the 

IKE on 17 December as the ship crossed the equator. 
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20. (U) During an awards ceremony on 19 December, LT Doug Payne was recognized 
as the CVW 7 LSO of the cruise. Also, VAW-121 was cited as the second overall 
in the CVW 7 carrier landing grade competition with a grade of 3.47. LT Doug 
Payne lead the squadron and placed second overall in the individual standings 
with a grade of 3.75. 

21. (U) Twenty of the aircrew flew off on 21 December to a day early reunion 

with their wives, family and friends with the rest of the squadron arriving 

about 1030 the next morning to Pier 12, Norfolk, VA. 
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1980 INCIDENT SUMMARY 


SER NO. DATE NARRATIVE DTG 

0 1-801 02 J A N  FIRE WARNING LIGHT 1918302 J A N  80 

02-801 18 J A N  BLOW STARTER - STARBOARD 1416202 FEB 80 

03-801 22 J A N  STARBOARD ENGINE CHIP LIGHT 


IN-FLIGHT 1519002 FEB 80 

04-801 23 FEB UNSAFE NOSE GEAR - FLIGHT 


ABORTED 2600312 FEB 80 

05-801 23 FEB PROP PUMP LIGHTS 0600572 MAR 80 

06-801 27 FEB TRAILING WIRE ANTENNA (TWA) 


DROGUE 0802012 MAR 80 

01-80s 0 1  MAR ENGINE MOUNT - SAFETY REPORT 1519472 MAR 80 

07-801 07 MAR STARTER FROZEN 1519502 MAR 80 

08-801 08 MAR STARTER BLEW 1500312 MAR 80 

09-801 08 MAR TWA DROGUE 0715202 MAR 80 

02-80s 0 1  MAR EMERGENCY GENERATOR - SAFETY 


REPORT 2613002 MAR 80 

10-801 16  MAR IGNITION RELAY 2712302 MAR 80 

11-801 26 MAR FLT PORT HYD PRESS 1914222 APR 80 

12-801 29 MAR LOSS OF FUEL FILLER CAP I N - 


FLIGHT 1914102 APR 80 

04 APR ROTODOME 1914112 APR 80 

1 5  MAR RT GENERATOR FAILURE 1914232 APR 80 

16  APR BLOWN STARTER 2102282 APR 80 

25 APR ELEVATOR CONTROL PRESSURE 0113112 MAY 80 

03 MAY IGNITION/FUEL CB POPPED 1119232 MAY 80 

08 MAY LOX CONVERTOR FAILURE 1805492 MAY 80 

1 2  MAY FLAP CB POPPED/SECURE PT ENGINE 2111552 MAY 80 

27 MAY MASTER CAUTION LIGHT 2915192 MAY 80 

27 MAY TWA DROGUE 0611222 J U N  80 

28 MAY TWA DROGUE 1207032 J U N  80 

29 MAY TWA DROGUE 1913312 JUN 80 

29 MAY J U R Y  STRUT HYD LEAK 0718372 J U N  80 

13 J U N  OIL SERVICE PANEL 2513422 JUN 80 

20 J U N  PROP UNFEATHER 2611312 J U N  80 

20 JUN HUNG START 2602402 J U N  80 

27 JUN COMB HYD LEVEL LIGHT 0611062 JUL 80 

06 JUL FLT HYD LOW LEVEL LIGHT 1308522 JUL 80 

15 JUL CRUNCHED LOWER RUDDER CAPS 2518372 JUL 80 

0 1  AUG VAPOR CYCLE FAN 0808582 AUG 80 

16  AUG FUEL GAUGE CALIBRATION 2521162 AUG 80 

19 AUG STARBOARD CHIP LIGHT 2906572 AUG 80 

19 AUG STARBOARD CHIP LIGHT 0117232 SEP 80 

20 AUG OIL COOLER DOOR ACT 0308222 SEP 80 

05 SEP DROGUE (TWA) 1313492 SEP 80 

07 SEP PORT ENGINE FLAMEOUT 1214502 SEP 80 

08 SEP DROGUE (TWA) 1413072 SEP 80 

11 SEP NO LIGHTOFF ON START 1513492 SEP 80 

13 SEP NO LIGHTOFF ON START 1909432 SEP 80 

28 SEP TWA DROGUE 0808362 OCT 80 

01  OCT CHIP LIGHT PORT ENGINE 0806212 OCT 80 
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SER NO. 
 DATE 

07 OCT 
21 OCT 
26 OCT 
26 OCT 
29 OCT 
29 OCT 
30 OCT 
01 NOV 
02 NOV 
21 NOV 
25 NOV 
25 NOV 
26 NOV 

BUN0 
 NARRATIVE 

STARBOARD JURY STRUT DOOR 
LEFT RECTIFIER GENERATOR LIGHT 
FLIGHT HYDRAULIC LOW LIGHT 
HYDRAULIC LEAK PORT JURY STRUT 
FLIGHT HYDRAULIC LOW LIGHT 
LIGHT GENERATOR TRIP OFF 
TWA JETTISONED 
TWA 
TWA 
TWA 
HYDRAULIC LEAK STARBOARD WING 
STARBOARD JURY STRUT DOOR 
STARBOARD JURY STRUT DOOR 

DTG 

1407282 OCT 80 

0107152 NOV 80 

3112022 OCT 80 

0507442 NOV 80 

0507412 NOV 80 

0607002 NOV 80 

0606582 NOV 80 

0608502 NOV 80 

1003502 NOV 80 

010344Z DEC 80 

0223382 DEC 80 

0223372 DEC 80 

0223402 DEC 80 
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