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PR LOGUE b 
The modern t h r e a t  envi ro  

demands on t h e  o f fens ive  and pos ture  of today ' s  
naval t a s k  force .  The compl tempo of opera t ions  
have increased t h e  n e c e s s i t y  d e t e c t i o n  and 
evalua t ion  of p o t e n t i a l l y  ho The Airborne 
~ a c t i c a l  Data System (ATDS) t h e  E2B 
Hawkeye Airborne Ear ly  Warni i s  designed 
t o  provide t h i s  e s s e n t i a l  
r e l i a b l e  manner. The goal  
Carrier Airborne Ear ly  

weapons systems, and 
support  of t h i s  
two 



SQUADRON 

Carrier Airborne Ear ly  Wi 
SEVENTEEN opera tes  four  G r m  
The squadxon i s  comprised of 
146 e n l i s t e d  personnel.  Homc 
Diego, C a l i f o r n i a  under t h e  
Commander, F igh te r  Airborne I 
P a c i f i c  F l e e t ,  t h e  squadron 1 

t o  Commander, Carrier  A i r  W i i  

ESCRIPTION 

ning Squadron ONE HUNDRED 
n E-2B Hawkeye Ai rc ra f t .  
wenty-two o f f i c e r s  and 
o r t ed  a t  NAS Miramar, San 
m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  of 
. r l y  Warning Wing, U. S. 
s opera t iona l ly  assigned 

SEVEN. 



The Qrumman A i r c r a f t  Cor 
a l l  weather, c a r r i e r  based e 
The primary mission i s  t o  pr 
e a r l y  warning horizon with j 
any enemy a i rborne  t h r e a t  t c  
t o  t h e  primary AEW mission, 
and t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l ,  a r e a  s c  
guidance, naviga t ional  a s s i s  
r e l a y .  

The Hawkeye i s  designed 
Copilot:, Combat In£ ormation 
Of f i ce r ,  and F l i g h t  Technicj 

The Grumman Hawkeye has 
two T56A-42B Turbo Props. 1 
i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  24 f o o t  d j  
v e r t i c a l  ta i ls .  

DESCRIPTION 

r a t i o n  E-2B Hawkeye i s  an 
borne e a r l y  warning a i r c r a f t .  
i d e  an extended a i rborne  
e rcep to r  c o n t r o l  t o  meet 
he t a s k  force.  I n  add i t ion  
e Hawkeye can provide s t r i k e  
e i l l a n c e ,  search and rescue  
nce and communications 

r a crew of f i v e :  P i l o t ,  
n t e r  Of f i ce r ,  A i r  Control  

high wing and i s  powered by 
a i r c r a f t  may be e a s i l y  

.eter rotodome and t h e  four  



JANUARY - 
0 1  

CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMA h Y OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

VAW-117 w a s  unde the  operat ional  command of Commander  
C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing SEVEN, based ashore a t  NAS Miramar. 

Squadron departed NAS M i r a m a r  for USS INDEPENDENCE. 

REFTRA c o m m e n c e d  

C o m p l e t e d  REFTRA 1 
CARIBEX c o m m e n c e  . ct 

CARIBEX c o m p l e t e  . 
M I S S I L E x  commenc 4 d. 

0 7  MISSILEX c o m p l e t d d .  

Squadron aircraf depart USS INDEPENDENCE for  NAS 
M i r a m a r  . 

0 8  

2 1  

MARCH 

0 7  

11 

1 9  

20 

Squadron aircraft1 arrive a t  NAS M i r a m a r .  

U n i t  NATOPS EVAL o m m e n c e d .  1 

P r e - c r u i s e  C o r r o s i o n  

U n i t  NATOPS E W a l u b t i o n  c o m p l e t e d .  

Inspect ion c o m p l e t e d .  

Squadron a i rcraf t  depart NAS M i r a m a r  for USS INDEPENDENCE. 

Squadron aircraft  1 arrive USS INDEPENDENCE. 

CARQUALS aboard U ~ S  INDEPENDENCE commence. 

CARQUALS, USS IND & PENDEMCE c o m p l e t e d .  

USS INDEPENDENCE ommenced  A t l a n t i c  t r a n s i t  f r o m  
N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a  bound f o r  R o t a ,  Spain 



APRIL 

Major A t l a n t i c  s o r m  encountered during t r a n s i t  
aboard USS INDEP 

USS INDEPENDENCE t r a n s i t s  t h e  S t r a i t  of G i b r a l t a r  
and INCHOPS t o  S 

USS INDEPENDENCE 

One VAW-117 a f t  d e p a r t s  t o  Lossiemouth, Scotland 
f o r  J o i n t  e Course 772. 

i n p o r t  R o t a ,  Spain. 

Inpor t  Naples. 1 
MAY 
T 

Commenced Exerci  e Determined Defender. 

Completed Exerci  e, Determined Defender. 

Commenced S a l t o  i Quirra Missi lex.  

05 Completed S a l t o  i Qui r ra ,Miss i l ex .  I 
JUNE - 
1 4  

Commenced Exerci  e. Dawn Pa t ro l .  

Completed Dawn Pa t ro l .  

VAW-117 a i r c r a f t  

VAW-117 p a r t i c i p a  ed i n  ~ x e r c i s e  D a m s e l  F a i r .  e 
re turned  from Lossiemouth, Scotland. 

Commenced Exerc is  ASW Week. 

Completed Exerc is  ASW Week. E 
Inpor t  B r i n d i s i ,  I ta ly .  

Commenced Exercis  Combat Readiness Assessment. t 
Completed Exercis  Combat Readiness Assessment. e 

16 Commenced NAMFI 

17 Completed NAMFI 

20 I n p o r t  B a r i ,  



JULY 

02 

11 

12 

1 4  

19 

2 1  

26 

29 

30 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

Inpor t  Naples, I 

Commenced Open 0 

Completed Open 0 ean Missilex.  i: 
P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  $AWI Missilex. 

Commenced ~ x e r c i b e  ENDUREX. 

Completed ~ x e r c i b e  ENDUREX. 

P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  hxerc i se  PHIBLEX 7A-77. 

Inpor t  Naples, I 4 a l y .  

INDEPENDENCE cre including VAW-117 O f f i c e r s  and 
En l i s t ed  respond a r eques t  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  
f i g h t i n g  a f i r e  was o u t  of c o n t r o l  on t h e  
Isle of Capri ,  I 

Commenced Exerci  e National  Week X X I I I .  i 
Completed ~ x e r c i d e  National  Week X X I I I .  

I npor t  Palma de  a l l o r c a ,  Spain. 4 

08 Inpor t ,  Barcelon 

12 

13 Completed 

1 5  

22 Commenced ~ x e r c i s k   isp play Determination. 

28 P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  D TEX 77. i 
29 Completed Exerc is   isp play Determination. 



OCTOBER 

01 

08 

Inpor t  Malaga, S 

USS INDEPENDENCE S t r a i t  of G i b r a l t e r  . 
Inpor t  R o t a ,  Spa 

USS t r a n s i t .  

VAW-117 under t h  admin i s t r a t ive  command of Commander, 
F igh te r  Airborne Early Warning Wing, U. S. P a c i f i c  
F lee t .  

VAW-117 a i r c r a f t  
M i r  mar. 

NOVEMBER - 

f ly-of f  USS INDEPENDENCE f o r  NAS 

28 VAW-117 was insp  c t e d  by Commander, F igh te r  Airborne 
Ear ly  Warning W i  g ,  U. S. P a c i f i c  F l e e t  f o r  
Administrat ive a 4 d Material Procedures. 

09 VAW-117 Change o Command, CDR J. Compton FRENCH, Jr. 
r e l i e v e d  CDR Gra y F. GHRER. 

31 VAW-117 based ash re  a t  NAS Miramar, C a l i f o r n i a  under 
admin i s t r a t ive  co and of Commander, F igh te r  Airborne 
Ear ly  Warning Win U. S. P a c i f i c  F l e e t .  t 



AIRCRAFT ONBOARD 

E2B BUN0 1 5 1 7 1 0  

E2B BUNO 151715 

E2B BUNO 1 5 1 7 1 8  

E2B BUNO 1 5 2 4 8 4  

DURING CY YEAR 1 9 7 7  



JAN 

FEB 

MAR 

APR 

MAY 

JUN 

JUL 

AUG 

SEP 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

TOTAL 

FLIGHT HOUR S Y FOR CY 1977 

DAY - 1 NIGHT TOTAL 



SAILOR AND SUPE Rh ISOR OF THE QUARTER 

F I R S T  QTR - AMHl R. L. J. ( S u p e r v i s o r )  
AT3 J. D. F I T C  

SECOND QTR - AMSl V. J. G I B  ON ( S u p e r v i s o r )  
AE2 K. D. KOSC EKA ( S a i l o r )  

THIRD QTR - AT2 D. F. TAYL R ( S u p e r v i s o r )  
AMSAN C. J. WO ( S a i l o r )  

FOURTH QTtR - AE1 E. L. MARS LL ( S u p e r v i s o r )  
AME3 D. E. HON ( S a i l o r )  



PERSONAL CO NDATIONS 1977 f"" 
NAVY ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL 

AMCS E. A. SCHMELIN 
BM1 D, R. CLARK, US 

COMSIXITmLT LETTER OF C O M M E ~ A T I O N  

ADC F. T. BURDEN, J 
AMSl V, J. GIBSON, 
YNC R. J. MORRIS, U 
A T 1  R. G. CRITTENDE 
ATC W. P. DORRAH, U 

AMSC S .  T ,  HODGES, 
ATC J. T. ORTNER, 
AK1 R. J. WENTZELL, 
PN2 J. A. BERGES, 

CO USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-6 2) 

AD1 C. E. BOYD, USN 
A T 1  T .  C. SMITH, US 
b E l  G. C. FARR, USN 

USN 
USN 

USN 
U$N 

LETTER OF COMMENDATION 


