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CARRIER AIR30RNE ARLY WA3NING S2UADRON 

Carr ier  Airborne Early Warning Squadron ONE ONE SEVEN w a s  established 
on 1 July 1974 i n  accordance with C /l i e f  of Naval Operations message 
0320088 MAY 1974, under the adminis and operational c6ntrol  of the 
Commander, Fighter/Airborne Early W Wing, U. S . Pacif ic  Fleet  . 

The squadron cons i s t s  of ap2ro)cimately one hundred twenty (120) en l i s ted  
personnel. and twentyerrre(21) officeTs assigned t o  maintain a t  peak eff ic iency 
and operate four (4 )  E-2B I%awkeyeu a i r c r a f t .  The Grumman b u i l t  E-2B 'qawkeye'' 
is an all.-weather, c a r r i e r  based ai borne ea r ly  warning/command and control  
a i r c r a f t  t ha t  pa t ro l s  defense perim t e r s  t o  provide ea r ly  warning of approach- 
ing enemy a i r c r a f t  and t o  vector i n  erceptors i n t o  a t t ack  position. I n  
addit ion t o  t h i s  primary AEW missio , the E-2B can a l so  provide s t r i k e  and i t raCfic  c:ontrol, area  surveil lance,  search and rescue coordination, naviga- 
t i ona l  ass is tance,  and communications relay. 



CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF SIGNIFICANT WENTS 

AUG - 
24 

OCT - 
15 

NOV - 
18 

DEC - 
02 

Establishment of VAW-117 1 
Squadron Cal ls ign  se lec t ions  hubmitted t o  CNO f o r  approval 

Conimanding Off icer  represente  COMNAVAIRPAC a t  a COMNAVAIRLANT 
Conference I 
Con~manding Of f i ce r  hosted a ~ k u a d r o n  Enl is ted  Wives Orientat ion Brief 

Squadron Cal ls ign  approved by 

Squadron Ins ign ia  design subm t o  CNO f o r  ap;rovsl 

Conmand designated by NAVAIRS SCOM t o  implement a p i l o t  Tool Control 
Program f o r  the :E-2B Communit 

E-2B BUNO 151713 del ivered  by 
Isl-and 

Squadron I n s i g n i a  design appr ved by CH#) " 
CARABWRON ONE ONE FOUR, NAS North 

Command nominee honored by S Diego Chamber of Commerce 

Conmand logged i ts first 

E-;!B BUN0 149819 ONE TWO SIX, IIJAS Norfolk 

E-2B BUNO 151713 departed f o r  AIMS Test Program at NAS Patuxent 
River, Maryland ~ 
E-;IB BUNO 151713 re turned f rob  NAS Patuxent River, Maryland 

Plank Owner C e r t i f i c a t e s  awar ed a t  morning quar t e r s  a 



BASIC NARRATIVE 

JUL - 
On 1 July  1974 a t  1400, e r  Monroe J. AHRENSTEIN assumed command 

of the newly es tabl ished borne E&ly Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED 
SEVENTEW (VAW-1171, i n .  e l d  a t  Hangar 310 on board Naval A i r  
S ta t ion  North Island. Robert B. BALDWIN, USN, Commander Naval 
A i r  Force, U.S. Pac i f i c  e guest speaker. Following the ceremonies 
a reception w a s  held a t  phibious Base Off icer ' s  Club. 

A s  a newly es tabl ished squadro , the command consisted of seventy-two 
en l i s t ed  personnel and twenty-one o f i c e r s  with many of those on hand f o r  
the  ceremony s t i l l  assigned t o  RVAW 110 and undergoing some phase of 
t r a in ing  i n  preparation f o r  t h e i r  t u r  with the squadron. 

Pr io r  t o  its ac tua l  establishmdnt, squadron ins ign ia  designs were 
s o l i c i t e d  from all in t e r e s t ed  On Friday, 5 July , the  accumula- 
t i o n  of wri t ten  suggestions por t rayals  numbered about t h i r t y . .  
Several suggestions were and a composite design 
idea  was formulated. A and presented t o  an artist 
t o  design the Squadron the Chief of Naval Operations 
f o r  approval, based LTJG R. ELLIS. 

On 3 Ju ly  1974, the  Operations 
Callsign se lec t ions  t o  the Chief of 

Commander AHRENSTEIN departed $ar NAS Norfolk, Virginia on 30 Ju ly  1974, 
having been se lected by the  Command r, Naval A i r  Force, U.S. Pac i f i c  F lee t  
t o  represent  the  West Coast AEW Squ drons a t  a conference hosted by the 
Commander, Naval A i r  Force, U.S. A t  an t i c  F lee t ,  concerning the improvement 
of various capab i l i t i e s  of the E-2 i i r c r a f t .  

Department submitted three  Squadron 
Naval Operations f o r  h i s  approval, 

AUG - I 
An a l l  hands a t h l e t i c  f i e l d  was scheduled a t  1300 on 18 August 1974 

at  Stroop Fie ld ,  NAS North This event w a s  well received by all 
hands as it gave the  l i s t e d  personnel an opportunity t o  meet 
i n  an informal ss the b r igh t  prospects f o r  the  new 
squadron. The launched a f t e r  a meal, fea tur ing 
f r i e d  chicken, with the squadron's o f f i c e r s  
taking on the s o f t b a l l  game. 

On 24 August Commander AKRENSTEIN 
Orientat ion meeting a t  the  Fi rebird  
Various top ics  were discussed, inclc.ding 
benef i t s  and enti t lements and the 
dependent needs. The meeting w a s  
and the a i r c r a f t  systems t r a i n e r s  
manned by two squadroq o f f i c e r s  t o  
complexity of the  a i r c r a f t  maintained 

hosted a Squadron Enl is ted  Wives 
Auditorium, RVAW-110, NAS North Island. 

the  squadron's mission, service  
locat ion of various organizations serving 
concluded with a tour of squadron spaces 
ad.jacent t o  tne hangar. The t r a i n e r s  were 
provide the wives an ins igh t  i n t o  the 

and flown by t h e i r  husbands. 



SEP - 
Lieutenant Bob HOSKINS, Lieute ant ( junior  grade) Geoffrey DUBTDAS 

and Lieutienant ( jun ior  grade) Fred ARKS departed f o r  Las Vegas on 07 
September 1974 fo r  three  days t o  r e  resent  the new squadron a t  the annual 
Tailhook Convention, 

The squadron received no t i f i c a  ion from the  Chief of Naval Operations 
on 04 SEP tha t  i t s  f i r s t  choice f o r  a squadron ca l l s ign ,  submitted i n  July ,  
was approved. 

Having received the artist's d of the squadron ins ign ia  design, 
a red ancl white gamecock overlayed gold ovals depict ing e lec t ron  
o r b i t s  on a blue background, the Co Officer  accepted the  design 
on 08 SEE' and i t  was forwarded t o  t of Naval Operations f o r  approval. 

On 21 SEP an a l l  hands i cn i c  w a s  held a t  Admiral SAKER f i e l d ,  
Mission Gorge Recreation Center, Diego. The F a c i l i t i e s  a t  the  center  
were enjoyed by all, a noon picnic meal and followed by a 
round of a t h l e t i c  Cal i fornia  sun. 

OCT - I 
On 1.5 October E-2B BUN0 151713 was pulled across the  ramp from VAW- 

114 t o  Hangar 310. The squadron t o  k del ivery  of i ts  f i r s t  a i r c r a f t ,  
embarking on an extensive acceptanc f inspection,  

The Naval A i r  Systems Command, i n  view of our recent  establishment 
se lected the  squadron t o  implement Tool Control P i l o t  Program fo r  the 
E-2 comm~mity on 16 OCT 1974. The rogram is designed t o  implement quick 
inventory and accountabi l i ty  of all 1 too l s  used on the E-2. The purpose of 
the  program w a s  t o  prevent the dang rous s i t ua t i on  which occurs when 
maintenance t oo l s  a r e  inadvertently l o s t  o r  misplaced i n  Naval a i r c r a f t .  

On 1.7 October approval of the quadron Ins ign ia  design was received 
from the Chief of Naval Operations. The Squadron Ins ignia  is no longer 

Barnyard. 

t 
a "design"; VAW-117 o f f i c i a l l y  bec e the ned Gamecocks of the Aerodrome 

NOV - 
Comniander AHRENSTEIN conducted an inspection of all personnel on 

board on 11 NOV 1974. Following t h  inspection he addressed the command and 
noted t h a t  the acceptance of a n . a i r  r a f t  was underway and t ha t  the  a r r i v a l  of 
the a i r c r a f t  was our f i r s t  major st p towards becoming a f u l l y  operational  
squadron. 

j 
Boatiswains Mate F i r s t  Class H e  t o r  CASTANEDA was honored at a luncheon 

sponsored by the  San Diego Chamber f Commerce. Nominated by the command, 
BMl CASTPLNEDA w a s  s ingled out from ther  highly qual i f ied  personnel because 
of h i s  er:ceptionally favorable pa r t  c ipat ion i n  community oriented projects .  
Selected by COMNAVAIRPAC, he was am ng approximately one hundred en l i s t ed  
men and women honored f o r  t h e i r  pro ess ional  performance and leadership. 



rs, fol lowing acceptance in spec t ion ,  
f o r  a f u n c t i o n a l  t e s t  hop. The 

event  masked a milestone i n  t he  d r o n l s  growth. On 22 NOV 1974 a t  1145, 
f u l l y  maxined (Commander BAKER, t i v e  Of f i ce r ;  Lieutenant  McCARTHY, 
Sa fe ty  Of f i ce r ,  Lieutenant  AT1 SMITH; AT2 TAYLOR) E-2B BUN0 151713 

a 2.5 hour func t iona l  t e s t  of the  a i r c r a f t .  

Subsequent t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l i g h t  of a squadron a i r c r a f t ,  an  o f f i c e r s  and 
wives c o c k t a i l  p a r t y  was he ld  a t  t h  Amphibious Base Of f i ce r s  Club, Coronado, 
Ca l i fo rn i a .  The success  of t h e  t e s  f l i g h t  prompted a jub i l an t  mood and 
was t h e  main top ic  of d i scuss ion  a t  

Of Friday,  29 NOV E-2B BUN0 14  819 was f e r r i e d  t o  NAS North I s l and  by 
a crew from CARAEWRON 3NE HUNDRED T ENTY-SIX, NAS Norfolk, Vi rg in ia ,  

DEC - I 
PN1 M .  A. GRAY was chosen as t i s  command's fTSailor-of-the-Monthfv. 

A s  t h e  f i r s t  wSailor-of- the~Monthv '  e l e c t e d  i t  w a s  noted i n  awarding the  
honor t h a t  PN1 GRAY j u s t l y  deserved t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  view of h i s  s e r v i c e s  
p r i o r  t o ,  during and f o l l w i n g  the s tab l i shment  of t h e  squadron. 

On 2 December E-2R BUNO 151713 departed on a c r o s s  country t o  NAS 
Patuxent  River,  Maryland. Manned b Commander M .  J .  AHRENSTEIN, Lieutenant  Y 
R. A. HOSKINS, Lieutenant  ( j u n i o r  g ade) R.  B. ELLIS, AT2 T. C .  SMITH, and 
AN R .  J .  LA HOLT, t h e  a i r c r a f t  was lown t o  NAS Patuxent River  a t  the  
r eques t  of the  Naval A i r  Systems Co mand t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t he  t e s t i n g  of 
a proposed engineering design chang involv ing  t h e  AIMS transponder  d a t a  
readout .  The crew departed on 2 De ember and a r r i v e d  a t  NAS Patuxent River 
on 3 December. The rea f t e r ,  two f u l  days of t e s t s  were accomplished and the  
r e s u l t s  of the t e s t s  were submit te  t o  Naval A i r  Systems Command. FollowQdg 
the  completion of s i g h t  t e s t i n g  on DEC the  f u l l  crew manned up and were 
homeward bound, a r r i v i n g  a t  North land the  evening of 6 DEC. 

On 13 December t he  Squadron's f f i c e r s  and t h e i r  l a d i e s  at tended t h e  
Annual Airborne Ea r ly  Warning Cornmu i t y  Christmas B a l l .  The squadaon was 
we l l  represented  a t  t h i s  annual g a l  occasion on t h e  eve of t he  Christmas 
Holidays. 

Those long awaited Plank Owner C e r t i f i c a t e s  were f i n a l l y  p r i n t e d  and 
rece ived ,  on 16 Dscember they  were a t  morning q u a r t e r s  t o  those  
deserving i n d i v i d u a l s  who were on h es tab l i shment  t h i s  p a s t  1 Ju ly .  

The En l i s t ed  Recreat ion Commit e e  sponsored an al l -hands and family 
b u f f e t  d inner  on the  27th of Decemb r. This  was a s ign ' i f i ean t  s o c i a l  
ga ther ing  he ld  aC t h e  Petby Of f i ce r  Club, Naval S t a t i o n  San Diego i n  t h a t  
i t  c losed  out  the  year  i n  which t h e  new squadron was formed and s i g n a l l e d  
the  b r i g h t  f u t u r e  of  t h e  squadron i 1 the  coming year .  



T h e  f o l l o w i n g  personnel w e r e  e n t i t l  =7== d t o  Plank Owner's C e r t i f i c a t e s :  

CDR M. J. AHRENSTEIN 
CDR E. S. BAKER 
LCDE! C.  3 .  CURREY 
LCDR R. L. E. PRATH 
LCDF! G. W. CALLAHAN 
L T  J. R. M c C m Y  
L T  $1.  E. WAUSON 
L T  F!. A. HOSKINS 
L T  21. H. MI?J;ER 
L T  I!. W .  CONNELL 
L T J G  S. S. GAR3ER 
L T J G  ,R. B. E L L I S  
L T J G  C.  C. RETVES 
LTJC; G. 1;. DUNDAS 
LTJCt K.  F. H I E S S E R  
LTJC; R . F . PARKS 
ENS P. W N  RUPUTZ 
ENS R.  M. McRAS 
ENS S. E .  MYERS 
ENS P. S. NOGA 
ENS A. G. P I C 0  

ATCS D. E. WILSON 
ATCS K. A. WILLIAMS 
ADJC! J. R. HARRISON 
AMHl J. H. TORRES 
ml V. E. HOLYBEE 
AMHl R.  L. J. SMITH 
AK1 R .  J .  WENTZELL 
A T 1  G. MADDOX 
BM1 H. CASTANEDA 
AE1 J. W.  BRANEL 
P N 1  M .  A. GRAY 
AT2 R. C.  BALLOU 
AT2 J. F. HANSON 
AT2 C .  A. JORGENSEN 
A T 2  T .  R.  WILLIAMS 
AT2 D. E. GOOD 
AT2 D. F. TAYLOR 
ADJ2  C .  E. BOYD 
AE2 BL'B. FARR 
m2 D. D. DIEHL 
m3 A. T. O'BRIEN 
AW3 h i .  A. S K  
AME3 S. M, BONSHAK 
A T 3  J. F. FARMERIF: 
SD3 C .  D. GABRIEL 

A T 3  L. L .  CLANCY 
A T 3  R.  L .  TRAVIS 
AK3 R .  N. JACKSON 
A T 3  J. W. KEXNEDY 
ATAN D. L .  BUCK 
ANHAN R .  F. ANSPACH 
AN M . K. LANE 
AN R. L .  BRIGGS 
ADJAN A. CHAVERA 
SDSN R.  R. LAXAMANA 
ADJAN K. D. BAKKO 
WAN B. E. CUMMINGS 
ATAN M. B. I3ADER 
AN K.  R. HUNT 
AEAN J.  M. SHERWOOD 
AN G. JORDAN 
AN 9. J. LA HOLT 
ADJAN C. E. NEWEEXRY 
PNSN T .  A. DOCKERY 
ADJAN M. D. WINICK 
CSSN L. B. AGUSTIN 
ADJAA R. R .  BANGERTER 
ADJAA T. J. CHAVEZ 
AMSAA V. Z. D I A Z  
AMSAA R. P. SPITBIL 'GEL 
AMHAA J. W.  YERMAAS 
PRAA J. C. MAGGIORE 
AiiHAA M. R.  ROBINSON 
AKA-'\ K. E. BECKENBACH 
AA R. 0. SANDERS 
YNSA J. E. BINGHAM 
S A  A. C.  HOWARD 
AMSAA 3 .  L. TRASK 
ADJAA D. R .  POBUDA 
ADJAA J. E. S C I C E R  
AX C. P. THEODORE 
AMSAA L.  V. T R I P P  
MISAA R.  A. WIELIN 
PRAA J .  C. U K O U S E S  
MEAA J. D. IqcCOWN 
AMHAA R .  D. SCOTT 
ATAA J. E. CASSIBBA 
AEAA K. D. KOSCHEKA 
ATAA D.  W.  SWIITFORD 
AA J. A .  VAN STECIIELMAN 
ADJAA D .  R .  DAVIS 



AIRCRAFT ON BOA 

E-2B BUNO 151713 

E-2B BUNO 149819 

FLIG 

NOV - HOURS SCHED 31.5 
FLIGHTS LANDINGS 

DAY 6 19 

NIGHT 0 0 

': Y !BEAU 6 19 

DEC - HOURS SCHED 73.5 

FLIGHTS LANDINGS 

DAY 22 127 

NIGHT 2 7 

TOTALS 24 134 

TOTALS as of 

HOURS SCKED 105.0 - 
FLIGHTS LANDINGS 

DAY 28 146 

NIGHT 2 7 

TOTALS 30 153 

as of 31 DEC 1974 

HOURS 

H, IURS FLOWN 10.3 - 
A/C FLIGHT TIME 

10.3 

0.0 

10.3 

HOURS nowN 72.0 - 
A/c FLIGHT TIE3 

64.8 

7 2 

72.0 

1 DEC 1974 

HOURS FLOWN 82.3 

A/C FLIGHT TIN3 

t. -< . - 75.1 

, - I  , 
, . 7.2 

82.3 


