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THE SQUADRON AND I T S  M I S S I O N  



1988 CHRONOLOGY 



- 29 M i 3 r  

- 1 2  May - 1 7  May 

- 1 7  May - 27 May 

- 06 Jun  - 17  Jun 

- 1 2  J u l  - 29 J u l  

- 08 A l ~ g  - 1 7  A u ~  

- 1 2  Slep - 30 Sep 

- 26 Olct - 2 1  NOV 

Change o f  Command 

NAS M o f f $ t  CNO P r o j e c t  

NAS F a l l ~ n  CNO P r o j e c t  

F l e e t  F i g h t e r  A C M  Read iness  Program 

REFTRA USS RANGER (CV-61) 

F i g h t e r  Derby  

A i r  Wing Weapbns Deployment  NAS F a l l o n  

A T A  USS RANGER (CV-61) 



1988 N A R R A T I V E  



J a n u a r y  o f  1 9 8 8  s a w  t h e  Yun K i n g s  t a k i n g  a much n e e d e d  
b r e a t h e r  a f t e r  t h e i r  r e t u r n  f r o m  WESTIPAC/IO c r u i s e  o n  31 Dec 87. 
A t  t h e  e n d  o f  March t h e  S u n  K i n g s  were u n d e r  new l e a d e r s h i p  a s  
Commander J a m e s  A .  R e a g h a r d  was r e l i e l v e d  by Commander W i l l i a m  F .  
H o p p e r .  An i n t e n s i v e  p e r i o d  o f  t r a i n i n g  s t a r t e d  i n  May a s  t h e  
S u n  K i n g s  p r o v i d e d  r a n g e  c o n t r o l  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  c o n n e c t i v i t y  
f o r  t w o  s e p a r a t e  C N O  P r i o r i t y  One P r o j e c t s .  I n  J u n e  t h e  S u n  
K i n g s  h o n e d  t h e i r  o v e r l a n d  t r a c k i n g  s k i l l s  w h i l e  c o n t r o l l i n g  VF-1 
a n d  VF-2 d u r i n g  FFARP a t  NAS E l  C e n t r o .  J u l y  saw t h e  S u n  K i n g s  
a b o a r d  t h e  USS R A N G E R  ( C V - 6 1 )  f o r  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  
e x e r c i s e s  t o  e n h a n c e  a i r  w i n g  i n t e g r a t i o n .  D u r i n g  A u g u s t  t h e  S u n  
K i n g s  p r o v e d  t h e i r  c o n t r o l l i n g  $ k i l l $  d u r i n g  t h e  a n n u a l  F i g h t e r  
D e r b y .  C o n t r o l l i n g  VF-1 a n d  VF-2 i n  a n  e x e r c i s e  a g a i n s t  VF-126 
a g g r e s s o r s  o n  t h e  TACTS r a n g e .  T h e  r e s u l t ,  VF-1 a n d  VF-2 
s w e e p i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n s  a w a r d s .  S e p t e m b e r  t h e  S u n  K i n g s  
p r o v i d e d  a i r b o r n e  e a r l y  w a r n i n g  a n d  command a n d  c o n t r o l  d u r i n g  
F a l l o n  Weapons  D e p l o y m e n t .  P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  n u m e r o u s  e x e r c i s e s  
d e v e l o p i n g  t h e i r  s k i l l s  i n  o v e r l a n d  $ t r i k e  t a c t i c s .  A t  t h e  e n d  
o f  O c t o b e r  t h e  S u n  K i n g s  were b a c k  a t  sea  a b o a r d  t h e  USS R A N G E R  
( C V - 6 1 )  f o r  A T A .  Once  a g a i n  t h e  S u n  K i n g s  p r o v e d  t h e y  were r e a d y  
f o r  d e p l o y ~ m e n t  a s  t h e i r  m o n t h s  o f  h a r d  t r a i n i n g  p a i d  o f f  i n  t h i s  
i n t e n s i v e  e x e r c i s e .  T h e  y e a r  e n d e d  w i t h  t h e  S u n  K i n g s  e a g e r l y  
a w a i t i n g  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  show t h e i r  s k i l l s  i n  t h e i r  u p c o m i n g  
d e p l o y m e n t .  



1988 FL IGHT  O A T A  



AIRCRAFT HRS 

D A Y  737'. 4 
NIGHT 227.2 
TOTAL 9641.6 

AIRCRAFT HRS 

D A Y  2541.1 
NIGHT 2041.8 
TOTAL 458.9 

FLIGHTS 

D A Y  377 
NIGHT 167 
TOTAL 5441 

COMMAND HI3TORY FLIGHT DATA 

LAND F I E L D  
P I L O T  HRS FLIGH~S LANDINGS FCLPS 

D A Y  1474.8 D A Y  304 D A Y  677 D A Y  1465 
NIGHT 454.4 NIGHT 97 NIGHT 208 NIGHT 768 
TOTAL 1929.2 TOTAL 401 TOTAL 885 TOTAL 2233 

PILOT HRS FLIGHTS ARRESTMENTS BOARDING RATE 

D A Y  508.2 D A Y  73 192 D A Y  98.5 
NIGHT 409.6 NIGHT 70 130 NIGHT 98.6 
TOTAL 917.8 TOTAL 143 322 TOTAL 98.5 

S H I P  AND LAND 

LANDqNGS AIRCRAFT HRS 

D A Y  869 
NIGHT 338 
TOTAL 1207 

D A Y  991.5 
NIGHT 432.0 
TOTAL 1423.5 





I n  1988 t h e  Sun K i n g s  showed t h a t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  combat 
r e a d i n e s s  i s  t r a i n i n g .  The many and v a r i e d  e x e r c i s e s  gave t h e  
Sun K i n g s  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e a d y  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  r e a l  w o r l d  
s c e n a r i o s .  I n  t r u e  Sun K i n g  f a s h i o n  a l l  o p e r a t i o n a l  commitments 
were met w i t h  o u t s t a n d i n g  r e s u l t s .  VAW-116 e n t e r s  1989 w i t h  t h e  
c o n f i d e n c e  g a i n e d  t h r o u g h  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  o u t s t a n d i n g  
accompl ishments.  


