
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY ARNlNG SQUADRON 

ONE HUNDRED IXTLEN 
FCO SAW FRANCISC ,6601-6404 $ 

5750 
Ser  O O / C -  9 
$8 MAR 1989 

assified upon removbl of enclosure (4 )  

From: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  C a r r i e r  A i k b o r n e  E a r l y  Warn ing 
Squadron ONE HUNDRED SIXTEEN 

To: C h i e f  o f  N a v a l  O p e r a t i o n s  (OP-p5D2) 

Sub j :  COUMAWD HISTORY FOR CALENDAR Y ~ A R  1 9 8 7  (OPNAV REPORT 
5750-1)  

Ref :  ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12 ( S e r i e s )  

E n c l :  ( 1 )  Command M i s s i o n  and Command H i s t o r y  
( 2 )  The O f f i c e r s  and Men 
( 3 )  1987 Awards 
( 4 )  AEW E x c e l l e n c e  Award Submiss ion  

1. I n  accordance w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) ,  e n c l o s u r e  ( 1 )  t h r o u g h  ( 4 )  
a r e  he reby  s u b m i t t e d .  n 

L. R.  ZIMMERMAN 
By d i l r e c t i o n  

Copy t o :  
CINCPACFLT 
D i r e c t o r  o f  N a v a l  H i s t o r y  (OP-09B9) 

Classified by: OPNAVINST C5513.2B 
Dec1assify:on: OADR 



1987 SQUADRON q I S T O R Y  

. 0 2  MAR - 28 APR SURGE/$EAM S P I R I T  

. 1 5  APR - 1 6  APR 8 - 5 2  M ~ R  OPS 

. 0 4  MAY - 08 MAY FAST 

. 18, MAY - 2 0  MAY ECCM CaMPEX 

. 0 2  JUN - 11 JUN READIEX 8 7 - 3 A  

. 0 5  JUN - 0 6  JUN EWTPI 

. 1 4  J U L  - 3 0  DEC WESTPAO 

. 2 1  J U L  - 2 5  J U L  READIEN 8 7 - 3 8  

. 0 5  AUG - 0 6  AUG MAR OPS/ 

. 0 8  AUG - 10 AUG I N C H O P ~ X  

. 2 8  AUG - 1 0  NOV EARNEST W I L L  

. 2 8  AUG REEF PT 

. 0 8  SEP STRONG WAKE 

. 19  OCT - 2 0  OCT NIMBLE ARCHER 

E n c l o s u r e  (1) 



I n  l a t e  J a n u a r y  1987  VAW-116 was a t  s e a  f o r  2 weeks i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  SLIRGE I I /Team S p i r i t  87. I n  March t h e  SUN KINGS 
dep loyed  on boa rd  USS RANGER (CV-61) t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c  f o r  
Team S p i r i t  87 ,  t h e  m o s t  e x t e n s i v e  j o i n t  AEW o p e r a t i o n  e v e r  
c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Korean Defense F o r c e s .  The two months a t  
sea  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  p o r t  v i s i t s  t o  Pusan,  K o r e a n  and Sasebo,  
Japan. I n  J u l y  t h e  Sun K i n g s  d e p l  yed f o r  a  6  month Western 
P a c i f i c / I n d i a n  Oceans c r u i s e  aboard  U ! S  RANGER. VAW-116 r e p e a t e d  
t h e i r  1984 per fo rmance by d e p l o y i n g  w i t h  f i v e  E-2C a i r c r a f t  a  
f e a t  o f  wh ich  no o t h e r  VAW squadron can boas t .  VAW-116 a l s o  
p r o v i d e d  UEW p r o t e c t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  R e f l a g g e d  K u w a i t i  
Tanker m iss ions .  T h i s  deployment  a i s o  i n c l u d e d  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  
c i t i e s  o f  Iiong Kong, S ingapore ,  P a t t a y a  Beach, T h a i l a n d  and Sub ic  
Bay, P h i l i p p i n e s .  I n  l a t e  December t h e  Sun K i n g s  r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e i r  homeport ,  N a v a l  A i r  S t a t i o n ,  Mi tamar,  C a l i f o r n i a .  

E n c l o s u r e  ( 1 )  



C a r r i e r  A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  Warning S  uadron ONE ONE S I X  (VAW-116) 
i s  one o f  seven C a r r i e r  A i r b o r n e  E r l y  Warning (VAW) squadrons 
l o c a t e d  on  t h e  w e s t - c o a s t  u n d e r  t e  c o g n i z a n c e  o f  Commander, 

(COMFITAEWWINGPAC). 

t 
F i g h t e r  A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  W a r n i n g  W i n g ,  U .  S. P a c i f i c  F l e e t  

The VAW community began as a  pesearch  development,  c a l l e d  
" P r o j e c t  CADILLACw, a t  t h e  Massachudet ts  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Technology 
a t  t h e  end of  Wor ld War 11. The Navy c o n t i n u e d  work on t h e  VAW 
concept  i n  e a r l y  1948 by fo rm ing  an A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  Warning (AEW) 
depar tment  a t  one o f  i t s  E l e c t r o n i c  T r a i n i n g  U n i t s  i n  San Diego.  
L a t e r  t h a t  y e a r  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  was c o n v e r t e d  t o  an  a v i a t i o n  
squadron and was commissioned as VAIW-1. A month l a t e r  i t s  name 
was changed t o  Composite Squadron ELEVEN (VC-11). V C - 1 1  c o n t i n u e d  
t h e  work  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  AEW c o n c e p t ,  and i n  1950 d e p l o y e d  
d e t a c h m e n t s  a b o a r d  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  t o  p r o v i d e  b o t h  A n t i -  
submar ine Warfare (ASW) and A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  Warning p r o t e c t i o n  t o  
t h e  f l e e t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Korean c o n f l i c t .  

I n  J u l y  1956, V C - 1 1  became C a ~ r i e r  A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  Warning 
Squadron ELEVEN (VAN-11). I t s  m i s s i d n  was t o  p r o v i d e  a l l - w e a t h e r  
A i r b o r n e  IEarly Warning s e r v i c e s  t o  f b e e t  f o r c e s  and sho re  warn ing  
n e t s .  When E - l B 1 s  r e p l a c e d  TBM-3W1s and AD4/5Wts, V A W - 1 1  became 
V A W - 1 1 1 ,  w i t h  a  s e r i e s  o f  detachmehts each c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h r e e  
E - l B 1 s .  W i t h  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  nlewer E-2A i n  1964,  and i n  
r e c o g n i t i l o n  o f  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  and r l e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  AEW s u p p o r t  
m i s s i o n s ,  t h e  C h i e f  o f  Nava l  O p e r a t i o n s  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  E-2A 
detachments be commissioned as a v i d t i o n  squadrons i n  t h e i r  own 
r i g h t .  

On 20 A p r i l  1967 VAW-116 was com i s s i o n e d  and r e c e i v e d  t h e  E- 
28 a i r c r a f t .  S i n c e  t h e n  t h e  V A W - 1 1  f! "Sun K i n g s w  have comple ted  
t h r e e  f a r - e a s t  deployments as p a r t  o f  A t t a c k  C a r r i e r  A i r  w ing  
FIFTEEN and two w h i l e  a t t a c h e d  t o  A t t a c k  C a r r i e r  A i r  w ing  NINE. 
VAW-116 was awarded  t h e  Commander N a v a l  A i r  P a c i f i c ,  B a t t l e  
E f f i c i e n c y  Pennant "En i n  Februa ry  1P70 ( f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  J u l y  1968 
t h r o u g h  December 19691, and a g a i n  i h  March 1973 ( f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  
J u l y  1971 t h r o u g h  December 1972) .  VAN-116 was t h e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  
t h e  cove ted  C h i e f  o f  Nava l  O p e r a t i o n s  A v i a t i o n  S a f e t y  Award f o r  
b o t h  FY-72 and FY-73. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  VAW-116 was awarded  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t i a l  U n i t  C i t a t i o n  f o r  e x t r q o r d i n a r y  per formance o f  d u t y  
i n  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  enemy i n  Sou thkas t  A s i a  i n  1972. 

I n  J u l y  1975, VAW-116 t r a n s f e r r  d  t o  A t t a c k  C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing 7, EIGHT. C o n c u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  wes t - coas t  AW community, i n c l u d i n g  VAW- 
116 ,  moved f r o m  N a v a l  A i r  S t a t i o n ,  N o r t h  I s l a n d  t o  N a v a l  A i r  
S t a t i o n ,  Miramar.  As a  u n i t  o f  CVW-8, t h e  "Sun K i n g s w  saw d u t y  i n  
t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  i n  1975. I n  1976 YAW-116 a g a i n  dep loyed aboard 
t h e  USS NIMITZ (CVN-68) f o r  a  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  c r u i s e .  The squadron 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  C a r r i e r  A i r  W i n g  SEVENTEEN e m b a r k e d  o n  USS 
FORRESTAL (CV-59) i n  1977 and dep loyed  t o  t h e  Med i te r ranean  and 
N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  i n  March 1978. 
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VAW-116 t h e n  t r a n s i t i o n e d  t o  t ihe E-2C and  made a  W e s t e r n  
P a c i f i c / I n d i a n  Ocean c r u i s e  from 26 Februa ry  t o  15  October  1980 
a b o a r d  USS CONSTELLATION (CV-641)  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  I r a n i a n  
c o n t i n g e n c y  o p e r a t i o n s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  c r u i s e  t h e  I fsun K ings "  saw 
110 consec:utive days a t  sea w i t h o u t  a  p o r t  c a l l .  Upon r e t u r n  t o  
N a v a l  A i r  S t a t i o n  M i r a m a r ,  VAW-416 b e g a n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  E-2C Advanced Radlar P r o c e s s i n g  System (ARPS) 
Update. A t  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t r a n s i t i o n ,  t h e  "Sun K i n g s v  became 
t h e  f i r s t  w e s t - c o a s t  V A W  s q u a d r o n  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  AN/APS-125 
r a d a r .  VAW-116 was ass igned  t o  C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing TWO i n  J u l y  1981. 
On 7 Apr i l .  1982, t h e  squadron embarked on t h e  USS RANGER (CV-61) 
f o r  a n o t h e r  Western P a c i f i c / I n d i a n  Ocean c r u i s e .  R e t u r n i n g  i n  
October  1982 t h e  "Sun K i n g s w  remaine~d w i t h  C a r r i e r  A i r  w ing  TWO 
aboard  t h e  USS K I T T Y  HAWK (CV-63). 

I n  December 1983, VAW-116 became t h e  f i r s t  E-2 squadron t o  
f i n i s h  f i r s t  o v e r a l l  d u r i n g  O p e r a t i o n a l  R e a d i n e s s  E x e r c i s e s  
(ORE). On 13  January  1984, C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing TWO dep loyed  aboard 
USS K I T T Y  HAWK, and t h e  "Sun K i n g s n  became t h e  f i r s t  E-2 squadron 
i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o  make an ex tended deployment  w i t h  f i v e  a i r c r a f t .  
The "Sun K i n g s w  r e t u r n e d  t o  NAS Mirqmar on 1 August 1984. Wh i le  
a s h o r e ,  VAW-116 became t h e  f i r s t  E-2C s q u a d r o n  t o  p r o v i d e  
o v e r l a n d  i n t e r c e p t  c o n t r o l  t o  F i g h t d r  Derby p a r t i c i p a n t s  d u r i n g  
t h e  1985 F l e e t  F i g h t e r  A i r  Combat Mbneuver ing Readiness Program 
(FFARP). 

I n  A p r i l  1986 t h e  I1Sun K ings "  e r e  a t  sea a g a i n  t o  s t a r t  
r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  (REFTRA). T h i s  w ! s  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  f i v e  week 
RIMPAC ' 8 6  e x e r c i s e  wh ich  i n c l u d e d  a  week l o n g  v i s i t  t o  Hono lu lu ,  
H a w a i i .  The yea r  s  a t - s e a  schedu le  conc luded  w i t h  SURGE-OPS: a  
two month m i n i - c r u i s e  d u r i n g  wh ich  VRW-116 c e l e b r a t e d  i t ' s  f i r s t  
f o r e i g n  p o r t  c a l l  s i n c e  b e i n g  aboard  USS K I T T Y  HAWK. 
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Car r i e r  A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  W a r n i n g  q u a d r o n  O n e  H u n d r e d  S i x t e e n  
( V A W - 1 1 6 )  i s  a f o u r  p l a n e ,  A i r b o r n e  4 a r l y  W a r n i n g  ( A E W )  S q u a d r o n  
u n d e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o f  C o m $ a n d e r  Carr ier  Air Wing Two. 
V A N - 1 1 6  r e p o r t s  a l s o  t o  t h e  f u n c t i a n  1 Wing C o m m a n d e r ,  Commander  
F i g h t e r  A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  W a r n i n g  i i n g ,  U.  S .  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  
( C O M F I T A E W W I N G P A C ) ,  a n d  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  f l e e t  s t r u c t u r e  o f  
Commander  N a v a l  Air F o r c e ,  U. S.  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  (COMNAVAIRPAC). 

B a s e d  a t  N A S  Miramar, S a n  D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a  V A W - 1 1 6  o p e r a t e s  
t h e  f i v e  p l a n e ,  t w i n  t u r b o  p r o p  E-2a  " H a w k e y e m  w h i c h  i s  c a p a b l e  
o f  b o t h  s h o r e  a n d  c a r r i e r  b a s e d  o p e r d t i o n s .  
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A r e v i e w  o f  1 9 8 7  q u i c k l y  i n s p i r e s  a  f e e l i n g  o f  + 
accompl ishment .  Unique c h a l l e n g e s  were met and d e a l t  w i t h  i n  a  
t r a d i t i o n a l  "Sun K i n g t t  f a s h i o n .  O p e r a t i o n a l  f l e x i b i l i t y  and 
a d a p t a b i l i t y  w e r e  h a l l  m a r k s  o f  4 AW-116 a s  t h e y  s u p p o r t e d  
numerous i n t e n s i v e  o p e r a t i o n s  such 8s Team S p i r i t  87, and t h e  
r e f l a g g e d  K u w a i t i  t a n k e r  m i s s i o n s .  N i n e t e e n  Hundred and E i g h t y  
Seven was t r u l y  a  yea r  of  r e w a r d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  ga ined  t h r o u g h  
h a r d  w o r k  a n d  s a c r i f i c e s  o f  many d e d i c a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
r e a f f i r m i n g  a  p roud  "Sun K i n g n  h e r i t a g e .  


