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THE SQUADRON AND ITS MISSION 



COMMAND N I  SSIDN 

C a r r i e r  Airborne Ea r ly  *rniag Squadron ONE HUNDRED 
SIXTEEiN (VAW-116) i s  a f o u r  planel, Airborne Ear ly  Warning 
(AEW) squadron under t he  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  of  Commander, 
F i g h t e r  Airborne Ear ly  Warning Wing, U . S .  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  f o r  
t he  E-2B t o  E-2C t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i a d  u n t i l  1 September 1979 
and t h e r e a f t e r  under o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  of  Commander, C a r r i e r  
Airwing N I N E .  

VA.W-116 o p e r a t e s  t h e  f i v e  p lqce ,  twin turboprop E-2C 
"Hawkeye" which i s  capable  of a l l -wea the r  c a r r i e r  and shore- 
based ope ra t ions .  The E-2C i s  57 1 / 2  f e e t  long, has  an 81  
f o o t  wing span and weighs 52,000 pounds when o p e r a t i o n a l l y  
loaded.  I ts most d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
are i t s  f o u r  v e r t i c a l  s t ab i l i ze r s  and i t s  24 f o o t  d iameter ,  
dish-shaped rotodome mounted 6 f e e t  above t h e  fuse lage .  

The f i v e  man crew c o n s i s t s  o f  a  p i l o t ,  c o - p i l o t ,  Combat 
Informat ion Center  O f f i c e r  (ICICO) , A i r  Cont ro l  O f f i c e r  (ACO) , 
and a F l i g h t  Technician/Radar Operator.  This  h igh ly  s k i l l e d  
crew, when working a s  a coord ina ted  team, can perform t h e  
fol lowing miss ions .  

1. Airborne Ea r ly  Warning (PiEW), t he  d e t e c t i o n  of unknown 
a i r  c o n t a c t s  c l o s i n g  t h e  Task Force.  

2 .  T a c t i c a l  A i r c r a f t  I n t e r c q p t  Cont ro l  ( A I C )  . 
3 .  S t r i k e  f l i g h t  fo l lowing/aont ro l .  

4 .  Surf ace/Subsurf ace  Su rve i l l ance  Coordinat ion (SSSC) - 
( i nc ludes  i n t e r f a c e  w i th  S - 3 ~  v i a  vo ice  and Link-11). 

5 . Hel icopte r  c o n t r o l .  

6 .. A e r i a l  mining c o n t r o l .  

7. T a c t i c a l  reconnaisance a i r c r a f t  c o n t r o l .  

8 ,  Secondary approach a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  c a r r i e r  a i r c r a f t .  

9  ., Communications r e l a y  (automat ic  and manual) . 
10. Airborne Search and Rescue Coordinat ion (SAR) . 





1979 Nar ra t ive  

On 1 January 1979, Carrier AiSborne Ea r ly  Warning Squadron 
ONE HUNDRED SIXTEEN was under t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  and adminis t ra -  
t i v e  c o n t r o l  of Commander, Fbghtek Airborne Ea r ly  Warning Wing, 
U.S. P ' a c i f i c  F l e e t  based ashore  ak NAS Miramar, C a l i f o r n i a .  
VAW-116 was a c t i v e l y  engaged i n  t t a n s i t i o n i n g  from t h e  E-2B 
model a i r c r a f t  t o  t h e  E-2C. 

During January,  a i r c r a f t  010 (150538) was prepared  and 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  VAW-88 whi le  a i r c r a f t  0 1 1  (152476) and 013 
(152489) were i n  f i n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  t r a n s f e r  t o  

VAW-78 and RVAW-110, r e s p e c t ~ v ~ l y .  A i r c r a f t  rework, i n  
~ r e p a r ~ a t i o n  f o r  t r a n s f e r ,  occupied a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  of 
maintenance s c r u t i n y .  A t o t a l  of 300 manhours of s p e c i a l  
rework a s s i s t a n c e  from NARF North I s l a n d  F i e l d  teams w a s  
expended du r ing  January.  The Commanding O f f i c e r  , CDR K . D. 
Denbow, and LTJG R. S t r i c k l a n d  commenced t h e i r  t r a n s i t i o n  
t r a i n i n g  t o  E-2C's a t  Carrier ~ i r b o r n e  Ear ly  Warning Tra in ing  
Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWENTY (RVAW-120), NAS Norfolk,  V i rg in i a .  
E n l i s t e d  t r a n s i t i o n  t r a i n i n g  f o r  a i r c r ew and Avionics  Techni- 
c i a n s  was a l s o  begun. The Sun Kihgs' L ine  Div is ion  w a s  recogm 
n ized  :€or t h e i r  work by being awakded NAS Miramar's AIMD 
"Betsy" award, f o r  t h e  second con$ecut ive  per iod.  This  award 
i s  g iven  monthly t o  t h e  squadron Q i t h  t h e  lowes t  t o t a l  GSE 
s a f e  ty,/mi s-use/abuse v i o l a t i o n  p o i n t s .  

February had t h e  Sun Kings foeus ing  p r i m a r i l y  on e x t e n s i v e  
ground t r a i n i n g  f o r  o f f i c e r s  and e n l i s t e d  s i n c e  no a i r c r a f t  
w e r e  ass igned.  The o n l y  except ion  w a s  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of two 
squadron p i l o t s  t o  con t inue  t h e  e4stward f e r r y  of A/C 0 1 1  
(152476) from NAS Da l l a s ,  Texas t o  VAW-78, NAS Norfolk ,  V i rg in i a .  
Ground t r a i n i n g  was accomplished wi th  t h e  h e l p  of t h e  Technical  
Guidance Un i t ,  NRRF Imper i a l  Beach and t h e  exper ienced CETS 
Technicians  from Grumman Aerospace Corporat ion.  During February,  
two fu:L1 weeks w e r e  dedicatedl t o  Human Re sou rces  A v a i l a b i l i t y  
(HRAV) t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  squadron spaces  and a t  t h e  HRMC Cente r  
a t  NTC, San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a .  CDR Denbow and LTJG S t r i c k l a n d  
re turned  from RVAW-12 0 a f  ter completing t h e i r  t r a n s i t i o n  t r a i n -  
i n g  whi le  LT W. F. Hopper, LTJG C ,  A. Jones  and LT S. W. Johnson 
depar ted  f o r  t h e i r  t r a n s i t i o n  t r a i n i n g  a t  RVAW-12 0. 

Dulr ing March, t r a n s i t i o n  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  focused towards 
p i l o t  t r a i n i n g  and NATOPS q u a l i f i q a t i o n  i n  t he  E-2C due t o  
t h e  a r r i v a l  of  t h e  squadron ' s  f i r $ t  E-2C a i r c r a f t  158643 
from VAW-125 and 159500 from VAW-122 v i a  NARF North I s l a n d ,  
C a l i f o r n i a .  A l l  of t h e  a v a i l a b l e  p i l o t s  were q u a l i f i e d  i n  t he  
E-2C t h i s  month. LT Hopper, LT Johnson and LTJG Jones  r e t u r n e d  



from RVAW-120 a£  ter completing t h e i r  NFO t r a n s i t i o n  t r a i n i n g ,  
b r ing ing  t h e  number of  NATOPS q u a l i f i e d  E-2C NFO's on board 
t o  f i v e  ( 5 ) .  Formal e n l i s t e ~ d  t r a i n i n g  cont inued  wi th  
NAMTRADET schools  a t  NAS Norfolk,  V i rg in i a ,  and ground t r a i n i n g  
was cclnducted by CETS personne l  q t  NAS M i r a m a r .  O f f i c e r  
manning w a s  reduced t o  1 3  o f f i c e s s  by t h e  end of  March when 
LT R. Hess, LT E .  Apperson, LT P. J .  Madison, LT W. E .  Moore 
and LClDR B. A l l en  w e r e  t rans fe r re ld  t o  t he  F l e e t  ~ e p l a c e m e n t  
Squadron, Carrier Airborne Ea r ly  Warning Tra in ing  Squadron 
ONE HUNDRED TEN (RVAW-110 ) . 

A p r i l  began w i t h  t h e  acaeptaqce o f  one more E-2C a i r c r a f t  
(1594519) a l s o  from VAW-122 v i a  NARF North I s l and .  The f i r s t  

major o p e r a t i o n a l  e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  month and t h e  E-2C t r a n s i -  
t i o n  bras an 11 A p r i l  E-2C f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  f l i g h t  g iven  t o  
ADM Long, V i c e  CNO and t h e  p rospec t ive  CINCPACFLT. The VF-1 
"Wolfpack" a s s i s t e d  t h e  Sun Kings by provid ing  F-14's t o  
demonstrate two-way Link 4 d a t a  Link c a p a b i l i t y .  On 12 A p r i l ,  
an  a i r c r e w  f l e w  t o  MCAS Ywna, Arizona f o r  a series of b r i e f i n g s  
and demonstra t ions  o f  t h e  Marine T a c t i c a l  Data System u t i l i z e d  
by MAC:S-7. On 18 A p r i l ,  t h e  Sun Kings p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t he  
Navy F i g h t e r  Weapons School "Have Grape" e x e r c i s e  which provided 
ou t s t and ing  t r a i n i n g  i n  communications coo rd ina t ion ,  s t r i k e  
fo l lowing ,  c r e w  coo rd ina t ion  and system a i r b o r n e  t r o u b l e  shoot ing.  
La t e r  i n  t h e  evening,  t h e  Sun Kings w e r e  a l s o  a c t i v e  i n  t he  
NORAD e x e r c i s e  " F a l l i n g  Brave" which c o n s i s t e d  of r e p o r t i n g  
bogie:; t o  t h e  NORAD Command Center and i n t e r c e p t i n g  t h e  aggressors  
w i th  lzwo Navy F-14's  under Sun Xing c o n t r o l .  On 20 A p r i l  t h e  
Sun Kings s imula ted  a Bear "Dl1 and gave t a r g e t i n g  in format ion  
t o  Orange S t r i k e  Groups as they  a t t a c k e d  the  Blue Force F lagsh ip ,  
USS KITTY HAWK, and h e r  e s c o r t s .  On the  24th and 25th of A p r i l ,  
VAW-1116 provided c o n t r a c t  t r i a l  $upport  t o  USS BELLEAU WOOD 
(LHA-3) i n  t he  form of Link 11 system checkouts and UHF Long 
Haul s e r v i c e s .  The COElNAVAIRPAC Maintenance Advisory team 
v i s i t e d  t h e  Sun Kings and gave t h e  Maintenance Department an 
e x c e l l e n t  review of  r e q u i r e d  maimtenance p r a c t i c e s .  They 
concu~r ren t ly  prov ided  recommendations f o r  improvements t o  
s tandard  o p e r a t i n g  p r o c e d u r ~ s .  A v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  Open House 
and p i c n i c  were h e l d  on 21 A p r i l  f o r  Sun King f a m i l i e s  and 
f r i e n d s .  This  gave the  command an oppor tun i ty  t o  beg in  t o  
know t h e  new f a c e s  who would be so  impor tan t  f o r  t h e  upcoming 
work-ups and deployment. 

Tlze f i r s t  p o r t i o n  of May was s p e n t  i n  t h e  cont inued t r a i n -  
i n g  of a v a i l a b l e  aircrews. This  i nc luded  F i e l d  C a r r i e r  Landing 
P r a c t i c e  f o r  t h e  Executive O f f i c e r ,  LCDR M. P .  Morgen i n  
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a 6 June C a r r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  Deck aboard 



USS CClRAL SEA (CV-43). On 8-9 May, t h e  Sun Kings p a r t i c i -  
pa ted  wi th  FCDSSA, P t  Loma, and -5 i n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  Link 
4 system a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  " N I  ? HTRAIDER update"  i n s t a l l e d  
i n  the A-7E a i r c r a f t .  A t  t h e  sade t i m e ,  VAW-116 crews con- 
t i n u e d  t o  s u p p o r t  c o n t r a c t u a l  t r i a l s  of t he  USS BELLEAU WOD, 
aga in  providing long-range UHF cammunication checks and 
r e l a y s  a long wi th  Link 11 s e r v i c e s ,  Range s u r v e i l l a n c e  and 
Link 1.1 s e r v i c e s  w e r e  provided t o  t h e  USS BLUE RIDGE (LCC-19) 
during[ a Southern C a l i f o r n i a  o p e r a t i n g  area l i v e  m i s s i l e  
e x e r c i s e .  The primary o p e r a t i o n a l  commitment dur ing  May w a s  
i n  suppor t  of  a  Marine e x e r c i s e ,  16-27 May, wi th  MACS-7 which 
culminated i n  a  Hawk m i s s i l e  shoat .  RADM F. G .  Fellows 
r ece ived  an E-2C f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  f l i g h t  du r ing  t h i s  e x e r c i s e .  
Navy Ftecruit ing and Pub l i c   elations e f f o r t s  were supported 
wi th  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a i r shaws  ae both  Tinker and E l l i n g t o n  
A i r  Force Bases. 

Squadron NFO manning took a  $ i g n i f i c a n t  jump i n  June wi th  
t he  a r r i v a l  of LCDR D. K. CavingQon, LTJG N.  L. L i l l y  and 
LTJG C:. M. Greenwood from RVAW-140. The 4 t h  of  June saw the  
a r r i v a l  of t h e  f i n a l  E-2C (L6000?) from VAW-122 aga in  v i a  NARF 
North I s l and ,  The ex t ens ive  FCLR ' s conducted dur ing  May 
enabled  VAW-116's XO, LCDR M.  P. Morgen, t o  become day and 
n i g h t  C a r r i e r  Q u a l i f i e d .  READIEX 3-79 w a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  Third  
F l e e t  Exerc i se  which VAW-116 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  dur ing  June. The 
Sun Kings prov ided  Range Clearance,  Communication R e  l a y  and 
Drone Tracking. On 20 June t h e  Sun Kings had t h e  oppor tun i ty  
t o  work wi th  a Navy F i g h t e r  Weapons School "TOPGUN" c l a s s  i n  
c o n t r o l l i n g  an Alpha S t r i k e  i n t o  t h e  Edwards AFB ope ra t ing  
a r e a  around t h e  China Lake, NWC. VAW-116 suppor t  of  Navy p u b l i c  
r e l a t i o n s  and r e c r u i t i n g  e f f o r t s  con t inued  i n  June as a i r c r e w s  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  an  a i rshow a t  Provo, Utah and a s p e c i a l  E-2C 
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  Lowry A i r  Force Base ' s A i r  
I n t e l l i g e n c e  School, 

During J u l y ,  t h e  Sun Kings p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  COMFITAEWWINGPAC' s 
T a c t i c a l  Development and  valuation program of  M a r i t i m e  A i r  
S u p e r i o r i t y  Exerc i ses .  F l i g h t  e v a l u a t i o n  tests of RT 988 n o i s e  
l e v e l  ad jus tments  w e r e  a l s o  conducted concur ren t ly .  The 
COMFIXAEWWINGPAC M a r i t i m e  A i r  SuQer io r i  t y  Exerc i se  1-7 9  w a s  
developed a s  an inhouse t r a i n i n g  v e h i c l e  t o  a l low Miramar based 
Airborne Ea r ly  Warning and F i g h t e r  squadrons t o  develop and 
p r a c t i c e  t a c t i c s  a g a i n s t  t h e  ASCM and SSCM t h r e a t .  On t h r e e  
consecut ive  n i g h t s  (10, 11 and 12 J u l y ) ,  an E-2C was launched 
wi th  from 2  t o  6  F-14's under i t s  c o n t r o l  t o  coun te r  s imula ted  
AS-2, AS-5, SSN-3B and SSN-9 a t t a c k s .  The Maintenance Depart- 
ment was p repa r ing  f o r  t h e  squadton ' s  r e t u r n  t o  f u l l  opera-  
t i o n a l  r ead ines s  wi th  major a i r c t a f t  system updates .  During 



t h e  pe r iod  9-20 J u l y ,  a l l  f o u r  a i r c r a f t  underwent an ex t ens ive  
modernization p r o j e c t  i nc lud ing  q O D  76 Weapons System Update, 
AFC 273 Mini-Gyro Incorpora t ion ,  AFB 153 P r o p e l l e r  Junc t ion  
Box Ch.afing Inspec t ion ,  AFB 154 d l e v a t o r  Cont ro l  Valve Push 
Rod Bol t s ,  AFC 262 Nose Cap Flange Modi f ica t ion ,  AFC 267 
Rerouting of  PDS W i r e  Bundle and AFC 291 Rewiring UHF # 2  Power 
t o  P o r t  Generator.  On t h e  21s t  of J u l y ,  t h e  F i r s t  Annual Sun 
King R.eunion w a s  h e l d  as a Dining Out a t  t h e  Commissioned 
O f f i c e r  I s Mess (Open) , NAS North I s l and .  Guest speaker  w a s  
M r .  Thomas Guarino, Vice P r e  s i d e a t  f o r  Grumman Aerospace Corpor- 
a t i o n  and g u e s t s  i nc luded  RADM G i l c h r i s t ,  Commander, F i g h t e r  
Airborne Ea r ly  Warning Wing, P a c i f i c  and a number of former 
Sun King Commanding O f f i c e r s .  

August w a s  t h e  f i n a l  month 04 E-2B to E-2C t r a n s i t i o n .  
During t h e  week of 6-10 August, ~ A W - 1 1 6  supported two simul- 
taneous Tomahawk Missile F l i g h t  T e s t  Evaluat ions .  For ty-nine 
hours of f l i g h t  t i m e  w e r e  devoted to Over-the-Horizon Target-  
i ng  talctics development and t e n  hours  w e r e  flown i n  suppor t  of 
Tomahawk f  l i gh t - fo l lowing  and aie c o n t r o l  i n  con junc t ion  wi th  
long range t e r r a i n  avoidance p r o f i l e s .  On 15 August, TOPGUN 
aga in  f lew an Alpha S t r i k e  i n t o  %he China Lake Echo Range. 
This  was t h e  t h i r d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h e  Sun Kings had t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h e  NFWS g radua t ion  e x e r c i s e .  Tasking inc luded  FAA coordin- 
a t i o n ,  s t r i k e  group check-in and o u t ,  a s  w e l l  as prov id ing  
bogie  c a l l s  t o  t h e  s t r i k e  group. The Sun Kings1 p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
w a s  so c r i t i c a l  and c o n t r i b u t e d  so  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  c i v i l i a n  
and m i l i t a r y  s a f e t y  i n  t h e  dense Southern C a l i f o r n i a  a i r  
t r a f f  i-c environment, t h a t  FAA1 s Gos Angeles Center  rewrote t h e i r  
l e t te r  of  agreement w i th  t h e  Navy r e q u i r i n g  E-2 p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  a l l .  such e v o l u t i o n s  i n  t h e  Southern C a l i f o r n i a  a r e a .  On 21  
August, t h e  Sun Kings p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  AMALGM4 CHIEF 79-6, 
ano the r  NORAD e x e r c i s e  conducted o f f  t h e  P a c i f i c  c o a s t  from t h e  
Canadian border  t o  Mexico. The $un Kings1 E-2C1s were extremely 
e f f e c t i v e  i n  counte r ing  a d i v e r s e  group o f  adve r sa ry  a i r c r a f t  
ranging from B-52's t o  A-7's. Pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s  suppor t  con t in -  
ued wi th  a Sun King f l i g h t  c r e w  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  an airshow a t  
Duluth, Minnesota. The squadron passed  a COMFITAEWWINGPAC 
Command Inspec t i o n  w i t h  an  a d j e c t i v e  grade o f  SATISFACTORY. The 
Sun K:ingsl t r a n s i t i o n  w a s  complete and they w e r e  prepared t o  t a k e  
t h e i r  p l a c e  on the  CVW-9/USS CON$TELLATION team. 

On 1 September, VAW-116 came under t he  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  
of Co~nrnander, Carrier A i r  wing N I N E .  The squadron was l o c a t e d  
a t  NAS Miramar from 1-15 Segtemwr,  NAS F a l l o n  from 16-29 
September, and NAS Miramar on 30 September. C a r r i e r  q u a l i  f i c a -  
t i o n s  were conducted from 6-10 September and, concur ren t  wi th  
Falloil o p e r a t i o n s ,  from 21 Septe@ber t o  4 October. A s p e c i a l  
e v e n t ,  Exerc i se  " F a l l i n g  Brave 79-3", conducted on 12 September, 
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was organized by NORAD t o  exercide a i r  defense f a c i l i t i e s  i n  
the Southern C a l i f o r n i a  region.  The Sun King E-2C was tasked 
t o  provide a i rborne  de tec t i an  and) a i r  c o n t r o l  i n  the v i c i n i t y  
of W-289 and 8 of 8 inbound ra idd  were in te rcep ted  by f i g h t e r s  
under con t ro l  of VAW-116 aircrewq. From 16-29 September, 
VAW-116 i n t e g r a t e d  i t s e l f  i n t o  Airwing opera t ions  a t  NAS 
Fal lon.  These opera t ions  includdd Alpha S t r i k e s ,  SAR e x e r c i s e s ,  
A I C ,  MASEX, WASEX, a bombing derby and FCLP t o  prepare the 
p i l o t s  f o r  CQ. The Sun Kings pad t i c ipa ted  i n  each coordinated 
s t r i k e  providing FAA Liaison,  f l i g h t  following, on/off counts ,  
a i r  c o n t r o l ,  Link 4 ,  A I C ,  SAR conltrol and o v e r a l l  s t r i k e  c o n t r o l  
f o r  CVW-9. September was VAW-116's  r e t u r n  "home" t o  USS 
CONSTELLATION/CVW-9 af t e r  deploynien ts  aboard the  USS N I M I T Z  and 
then t.he USS FORRESTAL. 

The squadron was loca ted  a t  NAS Miramar from 1-19 October 
and aboard USS CONSTELLATION f r o 4  20-31 October. S i g n i f i c a n t  
shore opera t ions  included FCLP aqd system t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  beginning of CVW-9 9 f i r s t  pre-deployment at-sea 
period.. C a r r i e r  q u a l i f  i cat ion/rdf  r e she r  landings occupied 
the  f i r s t  four  days of October fqllowed by coordinated ship/ 
Airwing opera t ions .  On 1 0  Octobdr, a Navy F igh te r  Weapons 
School Alpha S t r i k e  was again plqnned, b r i e fed ,  flown and 
debr iefed  with the a c t i v e  cooperation of VAW-116. On 11 
October, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  Japanese A i r  Defense Force 
( JADF)  were t r e a t e d  t o  b r i e f i n g s  on the  E-2C. They were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  prof ia iency t r a i n i n g  following 
i n i t i a . 1  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i n  the a i r w a f t .  On 17 October, two Sun 
King a i r c r a f t  received ECM se rv ides  from a modified P-3 
assigned t o  t h e  Naval A i r  T e s t  Canter,  Patuxent River. This 
exe rc i se ,  which included b r o a d b a d ,  continuous wave and noise 
jamming, was an e x c e l l e n t  opportuni ty t o  s e e  t h e  e f f e c t s  of ECM 
on the E-2C. From 20-31 October, VAW-116 was embarked aboard 
USS CClNSTELLATION f o r  t h e  s t a r t  a f  workups p r i o r  t o  deployment. 

The squadron was aboard USS  ONS ST ELL AT ION from 1-10 
November and 29-30 November. Thd remainder of t h e  month was 
spent  a t  NAS Miramar. The a t -sea  per iods  involved coordinated 
ship/P,irwing opera t ions .  COMCVW N I N E  tasked VAW-116 t o  serve 
a s  S t r i k e  Lead f o r  a KOMAFEX conducted on 6 and 7 November. 
For t h r e e  consecutive cyc les  on ehese evenings, the  airwing, 
under E-2C c lose  c o n t r o l ,  l a c a l i  aed and prosecuted simulated 
Cruise Miss i le  platforms which were at tempting t o  c l o s e  the 
USS CClNSTELLATION and achieve a f i r i n g  so lu t ion .  On 6 November 
the  Sum Kings p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a Buzzardex during which USS 
OKLAHOMA C I T Y  provided TALOS m i  s s i l e s  a s  high speed t a r g e t s  
f o r  a v a r i e t y  of f l e e t  m i s s i l e  platforms. A VAW-116 E-2C was 
on the P a c i f i c  Miss i l e  Range thraughout the  day providing 
c o n t r o l  se rv ices .  RADM G i l c h r i s t ,  COMFITAEWWINGPAC, observed 



t h e  a f t e rnoon  missile shoot  from an a i r b o r n e  Sun King E-2C. 
Another e x e r c i s e  VAW-116 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  w a s  one developed 
by t h e  L igh t  At tack  Weapons Scho 1 a t  NAS Lemoore. This  
e x e r c i s e  u t i l i z e d  the  s e r v i c e s  o 1 VA-146, t h e  Sun Kings and 
t h e  P a c i f i c  Missile T e s t  Range t d  e v a l u a t e  p o s s i b l e  app l i ca -  
t i o n s  of FLIR equipped a i r c r a f t  i n  a n i g h t  f i g h t e r  r o l e .  On 
20 November t h e  Sun Kings c o n t r o l l e d  a VA-146 FLIR equipped 
A-7E on t h e  PMR u t i l i z i n g  Link 4 f o r  a l i v e  AIM-9G launch 
a g a i n s t  an MQM-74C t a r g e t  a t  n i g h t .  

The squadron was aboard USS  ONS ST ELL AT ION from 1 - 1 4  
D e c e m b e r .  The remainder of  t h e  4onth was s p e n t  a t  NAS 
Miramar. From 1 - 1 4  December, ~ ~ @ - 1 1 6  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
CVW-9 WEPTRAEX aboard USS CONSTEI!LATION by c o n t r o l l i n g  a 
m a j o r i t y  of t h e  graded e v o l u t i o n s  flown by t h e  Airwing. 
Sun King crews a s s i s t e d  i n  Alpha S t r i k e s ,  War a t  Sea 
S t r i k e s ,  MINEXS, AAWEXS, A i r  I n t e r c e p t  Cont ro l ,  ASW coordin-  
a t i o n ,  SSSC, E-2 c o n t r o l l e d  apprqaches,  SAREXS, KOMAREXS 
and L1:NKEXS. LCDR T i m  F l a h e r t y  Of RVAW-110 se rved  a s  t h e  
COMFITAEWWINGPAC WEPTRAEX VAW obse rve r  from 2-7 December. 
During t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  squadron was a b l e  t o  complete graded 
FXP-2 compet i t ive  e x e r c i s e s  A-1-C1, A-2-C1, A-3-C1, A-4-C1, 
A-5-C1. and A-6-C1. Although o v e a a l l  manning w a s  s t i l l  a 
major s h o r t f  a l l  p r i o r  t o  c r u i s e ,  December found VAW-116 
wi th  a f u l l  complement of p i l o t s  aboard and prepared  f o r  t h e  
arduous workup/deployrnent cyc le  qhead. Christmas standdown 
provilled t h e  Sun Kings w i th  theirf  l a s t  chance t o  r e l a x  p r i o r  
t o  t h e i r  f i r s t  WESTPAC deploymentt s i n c e  1976. 
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COMMAND HISTORY FLIGHT DATA 

LAND 

A i r c r a f t  H o u r s  P i  l o t  Hours F l i g h t s  F i e l d  L a n d i n g s  FCLP - 
Day 7 9 1 . 5  Day 1 6 4 4 . 4  Day 2 2 5  Day 9 4 8  Day 2 2 5  
N i g h t  2 1 1 . 6  N i g h t  4 2 5 . 4  Night 1 0 6  Night 5 9 6  N i g h t  2 5 0  
T o t a l  1 0 0 3 . 1  T o t a l  2 0 4 5 . 4  T o t a l  3 3 1  T o t a l  1 5 4 4  T o t a l  475  ...................................................................................... 

SHIP 

A i r c r a f t  H o u r s  - P i l o t  Hours F l i g h t s  A r r e s t m e n t s  B o l t e r s  Touch&Go 

Day 1 6 4 . 4  Day 328 .8  Day 4 1  Day 1 9 8  Day 11 Day 1 6  
N i g h t  1 3 7 . 1  Night 274 .2  N i g h t  5 0  N i g h t  1 0 7  N i g h t  1 7  N i g h t  2  
T o t a l  3 0 1 . 5  T o t a l  6 0 3 . 0  T o t a l  - - 9 1  T o t a l  3 0 5  T o t a l  28  T o t a l  1 8  ........................................................................................ 

SHIP a n d  LAND 

F l i q h t s  

Day 2 6 6  
N i g h t  1 5  6  
T o t a l  422  

L a n d i n g s  

Day 1 1 4 6  
N i g h t  7 0 3  
T o t a l  1 8 4 9  

A i r c r a f t  H o u r s  

Day 9 5 5 . 9  
N i g h t  348 .7  
T o t a l  1 3 0 4 . 6  



IN CONCLUSION 



I N  CONCLUSION 

Nineteen Hundred Seventy-Nine was a yea r  of t r a n s i t i ~ n  
and t r a i n i n g .  The change from E-12B t o  E-2C meant long hard 
hours  of t r a i n i n g  fo r  bo th  maintelnance and a i r c r ew,  From 
t h e  advent  of t h e  f i r s t  E-2C, the ,  squadron r e a l i z e d  it had 
acqui red  a new t o o l  t h a t  could b e  u t i l i z e d  i n  many v a r i e d  
s c e n a r i o s  and environments. A s  t h e  year  progressed t h e  
s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s i n g  o p e r a t i o n a l  tlempo exe rc i sed  t h e  numerous 
c a p a b i l i t i e s  of t h e  new E-2C, The Sun Kings have c o n t i n u a l l y  
demonstrated t h e  va lue  of t h i s  command and c o n t r o l  p la t form 
i n  t h e  C a r r i e r  B a t t l e  Group environment and i t s  n e c e s s i t y  t o  
Naval Avia t ion ,  


