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THE SQUADRON ND ITS MISSIONS 



VAW-116 operates the twin turboprop E-2B "Hawkeye" which 
is capable of both shore operations. The E-2B is 56 
feet long, has an 81 51,000 pounds when opera- 
tionally loaded. Its 
four wr t i ca l  
munteci 6 feet 
powered search radar and IFF an 
fully 

Carrier Airbrne Early ONE HUNDRED SIXTEEN (W-116) 
is a four plane, airborne early ) quadmn under the operational 

Accnunting for mst of the 0 plus cost of the E-2B is the 
Containing the majority of the 
udes the long range, million w a t t  

recessing and display system, and 
s highly integrated systan, when 

effect a ccmplete airborne CIC 
capable of antrol l ing an ier launched strike--under a l l  weather 
conditj~ons, day o r  night. 

control. of Carrier A i r  Wing SENEN=. 
VAW-llCi r-rts also to the functional 
Airborne Early m i n g  Wing, U . S . 
is within the f leet  s- of 
Fleet (amNAvAIRPAC). 

The crew consists of f i ~  officers and one highly trained 
enlisted fl ight technician. tasked with the safe and orderly 
~0ndw-t: of the flight, which incl the launching and recovery of one of 

r a f t  and radio mnitoring responsibilities. 
e CIC -t in three distinct 

p o s i t i c ) n s  anranged fore e Mission CamMnder is the C I O  
, whose primary duty is to direct and 
responsible for the success of the 
the ACO (Air Control Officer), a 

is the control of assigned 
tactical aircraft.  The final c r, the fl ight technician, is an 
Aviation Electronics Technician ible for in-flight operation and 

f electronic equiwt onboard the 
E-2B. He has the isting the CICO with the tactical 
problern since the splay console is fully operational. 

Camcissioned m 20 April 1967, 
wing ccmnander, cammder Fighter 

Pacific F l ee t  (CClWI-AC) , and 
2anmnder Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific 

WLS highly skilled crew, 9 korking as  a mordinated team, can perform 
the fo:Llarwing missions: 

a. Airborne early warning, detection of mkmm a i r  an tac t s  
closimj the Task Force. 

b. Tactical aircraft  inter* control (AIC) 



c. Strike ccmtrol 

d . Surface/subsurface surveillance 

e. Helicopter control/ASW 

f .  Mia1 mining control 

g. Tactical reconnaissance 

h. !%mndary approach control 

i. Qmmnications relay 

j. Airborne search and rescue 

coordination (SSSC) 

su-wr t ive  oamMnd and control 

a i rcraf t  control 

for  carrier recoveries 

( a u t m t i c  and manual) 

coordination (SARI . 



NARRATIVE 



New Y e a r ' s  Day saw VAW-116 oyed to the Mediterranean aboard U S  
NIMITZ (CW-68) with C a r r i e r  Ai g EIGHT, NIMITZ was entering the 
final month of her Mediterranean cruise and was cmn- 
ducting a port v i s i t  a t  Naples, , Underway 4 January NIMIT.2 operated 
for five days in  the fore returning to Naples January 10th. 
The highlight of thi s a fourty eight hour "flex deck" 
operatian during w h i  l e w  continuously in primarily AlW, 
SSSC and strike control roles. 16 coordinated an intensive (unfortun- 
ately unsuccessful), 16.8 hour s for a missing pilot  and aircraft from 
VA-82 during the night of the e i  and day of the ninth. 

MMLTITZ' port v i s i t  a t  Naples anuary 10 was  but the second of the year; 
haever it was a part seen seven previously during the cruise and 
had long Lost its appeal to most KIEJGS. Weighing anchor on the mrning 
of January 20, VAtS-116 bade f k 11 to its "haw away fran ~" during the 
cruise and flew four days Rota, Spain  on the 24th for turn- 
over briefings with NIMTtZ' re1 SS JOHN F. KENNEDY. Representatives of 
KENNELX'S VAW125 w r e  briefed NIMITZ by W 1 1 6  on January 25. 
Current. operational, adminis ntenance and safety caditions 
entailed in SMTH Fleet oper discussed by respective SUN KING 
departnlent heads. 

An air wing party a t  the Mta Officers Club on the 26th conclded the 
Fbta v i s i t  and the follcwing day IMTlZ se t  sail for her h a ~ p o r t  of Norfolk. 
'BE transit  back to the states an active time for VAW-116 despite the 
lack of flying which was in mark contrast to the East bound crossing. 
Lle-mt heads were preparing eir portions of the squadron's end of 
cruise debrief to be given CCMFIT t-• All hands w e r e  readying for 
the lmg awaited and soon to cane E-2 fly-off to NAS Mir- and transport 
of squldran personnel and materi by C-9 after the pierside offload a t  
Norfou.. 

On February 5th, three SUN E-2Bs launched a t  sea bm hundred and 
f i f ty  miles East of North Carol arriving a t  NAS Miramar on February 6 
af ter  zi refueling stop a t  M2AS rt, South Carolina and a nights' rest 

s a gala affair  as the E-2s 
ling families and representatives 
fourth SUN KING E-2B launched 

near Norfolk on the 6th and in  San Diego that evening. 

NDU!PZ reached Norfolk and the squadra offload and boarding 
of transport aircraft  went Due to arrive a t  Miramar that night, 
heavy !fog precluded and the aircraft  viere diverted to 
Norton Air Force Base in  San California. NAS North Island 
provided bus of the night as one hundred twenty 
e%hausited friends and families a t  
Miramxr on the morning of Feb 

The cruise was over. It was  by a l l  measures a successful endeawr as 
W 1 1 1 6  amassed 1246 fl ight ho Ud s and 377 carrier landings while flying fran 
the wr ld r s  largest &tent. 1 

The f i r s t  rwter af ter  the was held February 10th. The end of 
deployment Widif was given to -AC on February 15. On 



Febmry 23rd YN1 Alan Malnquist 

F selected Sailor of the Y e a r  for 1976. 
W l l f i  held the c u s ~  post d loysrrent standduwn and leave period through- 
out Fd~ruary. Hawver, one aircr f t  flew to NAS New Orleans on a cross 
countqr training mission on the 2 th and returned to Miramar on the 28th. 

March 1st marked the start t m m u n d  training plan and 
a safety standduwn was held On March 3 a satisfactory 
grade tlms received in the control inspection. 
On Mmh 9 and 10,  
air strikes in the Southern California. 
During the week of a H m  Resources 
Analysis seminar led to the for- 
mation of the guide several 
administrative 

By la te  March, through both a d  unofficial channels it was 
learned that -116 would join 17 aboard USS FORRESTAL in the fal l .  
Thus bqan preparations for the KINGS' third successive cruise aboard a 
dif fenmt carrier fnrn a new (CONSTELLATION, San Diego 1974 - 
NIMITZ, Norfolk1975 to1977 Mayport1977 to1978). 

The fl ight schedule active during April as aircrews sought 
to regain and maintain n w  pilots, N E B  and fl ight technicians 
report& aboard. AT1 Steve Rxk Ccarmissioned as Ensign, United States 

Officer program and received orders 
evaluation was held in mid-April and 

yielded outstanding were briefed by VS-30 on the new 
S-3A aimcraft 25 fl ight to NAS FJhidbey Island for 
VAQ-130's change 

On M y  2, Cammder Carrier Air Wing S m ,  
toured the squadmn spaces and 116 to the CVWlB/USS FDRRESTP;L 
team. May 4 th?mut#l 7 was an period as aircraft sortied i n  
support of the NORAD Air rcise Vigilant Overview and mnducted 
Link l :L  training During the week of 9 May intensive 
pilot  lzahing detailed to be used with the heretofore unenmuntered 
Hmniltrm S arrive on new squadron air- 
craft ]received f m  rwrk a t  rth Island. An awards m n y  and 
pemmlel inspection was held . The following week, many SUN KINGS 
worked to prepare the recently constructed AFW 
Hangar Six a t  the No fligfit line. The f i r s t  
Hamiltrm Standard ived May 18 and the following two 
days SUN KINGS flew missions in rt of 'JDFGUN Alfa strikes a t  Edwards 
AFB ranges. 

On May 25, the mjori ty  of departed by air transport for 
Naval Station Roosevelt Ebads, Rim to participate in ~ 1 1 6 ' s  
f i r s t  operations as part of day deploymnt w a s  
undoubtedly the operational February through 
August, 1977, as W-116 and became part 
of FO-CVW.~~. 



The three SUN KING aircraft  were to aperate d d g  the deploy- 
ment l e f t  Miramar May 26 and in EQerto Rico on the 27th after 

in Florida. Flight operations began 
9th, excepting June 5th when squacbns 

deployrent was judged highly bene- 
f ic ia l  as TmW-116 becmne to CVW-17 planning and tactics while 
sqmdrcm h r s  mt the s with wh ich  they were to deploy 
aboard F O m A l ; .  mission hours w e r e  flown and new air- 
c-1 got their experience. 

Ret:urning Mirm June l o t h ,  electronic warfare training 
was coradwted on the 13th. a personnel inspectian and large 
scale ztdvancement ceremny thirty SUN KINGS viere pmmted. 
During June 20 through 22, £1- in support of a broad 
ranged Marine infantry and a i r  of YUM, Arizona. 

The reminder of June was to pilot  training flights and to the 
squadrc)n's mve to its new new hangar, a large facility for 
housin<j the W e s t  coast (RVAWllO) and four f leet  
squadrcms, marked a major imp camwlity's training, 
maintalance, operatianal and 

Jully was a period of training as over 170 hours 
were f l l m ;  pilot  and mu31 usage. In mid mnth 
tsm aircraft flew to with CVW-17 staff 
mnbe~~ and a view An operational 
f l ight was mnducted with VS-30 VA-85 off the coast of Virginia and 
the S l l J  KINGS were 
and a a m a t e  
was he:Ld a t  

During August the f i r s t  landings were recorded aboard 
FORRlSTAL as the squadron held The 
evolution was 46 night. Overall, 215 fl ight 
hours =re pilots established an 

the carrier. a-le rehabilita- 

coanpleted an 
exkndd yard period and scm were in need of refurbidmmt. 

On Se]ptenJser 5, ent an aircraft  to NAS Pensacola in  
response lm info& 1 0  In an effort  to at t ract  to the 
E-2 amnunity the h i  NFOs of W l O ,  briefings were 

st in the aircraft  and its mission. 
that similar flights to VT-10 

squadron sent a CICO to  CVW-17 
briefings on the and faci l i t ies  a t  Nellis AFB, Nevada 
in  mid w r .  Camnander N.K. "Mat tn  MATWSCN relieved 

116k 11th Ccarmanding Officer in 
ceremonies overseen by Carmarader DENBOW, the newly reported Executive 
Officer. During the l a s t  wek 04 the m t h  the SUN KINGS flew E a s t  to 



REETRA lasted nearly a mnth inclded port v is i t s  a t  Guantamm 
Bay, Cuba dnd Part au Prince, H a i  RFZFTRA was an evolution devoted 
more tr) damage amtrol and general quarters drills than to air 
operatiam as the law fligh r the month (124) at test .  M 1 1 6  
fully participated in  the m of drills and gained i n  knuwledge 
of shipbard organiza es. Successfull Link 11 with the 
S-3A aircraft  was the light of this  a t  sea period. During 
REFTRA, VAW-116 in i t ia  f assigning a NFO to the shipboard 
mt Information Center during t operations to enhance ship to air 
coordirlation. 

Mayport., Florida, the EORRESTAL' s 

Significant maintenance experienced during this  f i r s t  
a t  sea period aboard FORREST%, areas of engine and 
propellter support received AIMD. As a result, one airc 
craft  had to be craned off in la* October and 
a crew with maintenance to effect repair while 
the rast of the to Miramar. 

new mrt, to cmmnce REFTRA off 

W 1 1 6  returned to Mayport and 
2 which axmenced 10 Novabr and 

, -116 flew over 230 hours in a wide 
sible MINEX oontrol mission brought 

Wing Cunmdsr. two successive 
recoveries when shipboard aontml faci l i t ies  
a s t  twro days of TYF1,  the air wing 
Before the Thanksgiving break starting 

Novenhr 24, the its second accident free year. The holidaay 
SUN KINGS were able to v i s i t  East coast 

Type Training H I  
VAW1116 continued its 
earlier a t  sea 

f to highlight 
the m t h s  operations. One 
6 due to a £1 

period did rot  l a s t  long, iod (Irrr 111 and 
ORE) aboavd FO- was 
be the most imporfmt of 

the Florida coast and to the m. Squadron flights aonsisted pri- 
marily of AIC and pilot  th mre so@ri.sticated ccmMnd and 

Chr isms leave was granted large nuhers of the squadron. A s  1978 
dawned, VAW-116 was preparing to return to FORRESTAL for the final aperations 
before h April 1978 deplaynrent k= to the Mediterranean. 

control. missions to look forward .!m in Octdxx. 



1977 ALIGHT DATA 



1977 FLIGHT 1 STATIST1 CS 

HOURS FLOWN 1358,4 DAY 
406,4 NIGHT 

1764,8 TOTAL 

CARRIER LANDINGS 215 DAY 
118 NIGHT 

I 

335 TOTAL 
I 


