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The New Year found the  SUNKIN enjoying a Subic Bay inport  period 

between "~ankee" e t a t i on  . On the 8th of January the  relaxa- 

t i on  ended and i t  was back to  work nd cyc l ic  operations. Twice during 

t h i s ,  the  t h i r d  l i n e  period of the I' eployment, VAW-116 par t ic ipa ted  i n  

BLUETREE photo-reconnaissance missik. It was on the  mission of the  19th 

of January thrrt LT Cunningham of VF 96 shot  down h i s  f i r s t  MIG-21. The 

"~ununer" crew on s t a t i o n  during t h i  evolution received a "well done" from 

CTF 77 f o r  t h e i r  superios! radar and communications control  throughout t h i s  

most successful  f l i g h t .  The remainher of the  month, with the  exception of 

the 27th waa spent providing a i rbo  e ear ly  warning coverage, and ABCCC T 
coverage t o  the  f l e e t .  On the  27th~, during a 'stand-down, the 13th Annual 

Constellat ion Ath le t ic  Relays were eld.  Despite the  previous heavy work 

load tha t  prevailed,  e p i r i t e  ran h i  and the  mighty SWINGS won the  

Captain's trophy. Superior perfo nce while airborne sad now superior per- 

f ormance while on the  deck. 

Februar'y began with the  Conste l a t i o n  and Air Wing beginning a long 

needed l i b e r t y  period i n  Hong Kong, on February 10th the  "Connie" 

was suddenly recal led t o  the  l i n e  d TET offensive and our subee- 

quent fourth l i n e  period. 250 4- wives bid  Bon Voyage t o  t h e i r  hue- 

bands on t h a t  untimely departure,  sho r t  t h e i t  long planned v i s i t .  

This line! period saw f o r  the  i n  severa l  yeare ,  three  CvA's  

operating e$multaneously i n  On 27 February, Connie, 

along with o the r  Yankee ~ k a t i o n  uni/ts. was vie iced by Admiral E Z l m a l t ,  

Chief of Naval Operations, 



of the  Far b e w t ,  Subic Bay, t o  t y i n  up i n  Yokosuka, 3apan. The SUNKINGS 

par t ic ipate*r  i n  an AAMEX, providin range s an i t a t i on ,  communications re lay  

t o  a, month o f  

and f l i g h t  following f o r  par t i c ipad ing  air  wing a i r c r a f t *  Our f i f t h  and 

ya r i e ty?  $;ram fl yi.6i.t . . 

euppoeed1.y lag t l i n e  period a t a r t e d  on Msrch 21s t 

Throughout t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l i i e  period Comander Task Force Seventy- 

Seven put t o  p r a c t i c a l  use t he  infdrmation made ava i lab le  by the  experi- 

mental eq,uipment i n s t a l l e d  i n  each of  our a i r c r a f t  - t h e  ref  ractometer, 

Also during t h i s  month, ~ o n s t e l l e t i / o n  and A i r  Wing Nine par t i c ipa ted  i n  f i v e  

separate  exercises  including two s face-to-air missile f i r i n g  exercises* 

An Exercise NEWBOY conducted ae a enroute t o  the  Phi l ippines ,  and 

two deferiee exercises conducted en oute  t o  Japan* Of s ign i f icance  w a s  the  .. . .  

exercisee BLUE SKY on 28 March, wh n a simulated "attack" by A i r  Wing Nine 4 
a i r c r a f t  was made against  t he  ~ a i w d n  Air Defense Forces and , t h e  exercise  

COMMAND MILAGE, on the  29th,which did  t h e  same aga ins t  the  Okinawan A i r  

4 Defense Forces. Af te r  the  complet on of t h e  exercisee,  Constellat#.on 

steamed toward Japan, On t h i s  t r a  s i t ,  two Soviet TU-95 Bear a i r c r a f t  

made an over'-flight , It was a mat e r  of rou t ine  t o  the  SUNKINGS t o  de tec t  

and provide timely NTDS data  which lead t o  t h e  successfuJ in te rcep t  of 

Naval S ta t ion ,  f o t  what was euppos d t o  be the  l a s t  s top  before home. 1 
these  a i r e r a f  t by CYW-9 3'-4 'e . On 

However* inetead of t he  expected e etward t r a n s i t  back t o  the  s t a t e s ,  Apri l  4 

t he  31s t , : C ~ N N I E , / C V W ~ ~  a r r ived  Yokosuka . 

brought t he  f i r s t  of 3 extensions 40 t h i s  WESTPAC cruise .  CONNID was or- 

dered back t o  t he  l i n e  and on 7 Ap il, VAW-116 began its task  of providing i. 
Airborne Corim~and and Control s e r v i  , along with i ts  v i t a l  Airborne Early 

Warning ~nieeion.  The a i r c r a f t ,  i t  and squadron maintenance per- 

sonnel were etrenouely t e s t ed  numerous s t r i k e s  i n t o  North Viet- 
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nnrnl, MIG engagements, and SAR evo l  t ions .  The SUNKINGS provided support  a -, 
I 

f o r  twenty-dive Alpha s t r i k e s ,  r equ i r ing  two f u l l y  opera t iona l  E-2's 

on e t a t i o n .  It was dur ing t h i s ,  t e longes t  l i n e  period (41 days) t h a t  

LT Randy Cunningham made h i s  famous h f l i g h t  where h e  bagged h i 8  3rd, 4th,  

and 5th  MIG then eubeequently was s ot: down himself .  The "~ummers" of I 
116 were r i g h t  t h e r e  a l l  t h e  whi le  a e e i s t i n g  i n  t a c t i c a l  opera t ions  and I 
SAR coordination.  i 

On LO May, VAW-116 b i d  farewe 1 t o  t h e  skipper ,  Commander J. G. 4 
McXntyre,, aad welcomed the n a  CO, JConmnander R. L. Watkins. On 15 May, 

I Cornandel: J 1 K I  Gardella,  t h e  new 0 repor ted  aboard with news t h a t  t h e  

United S t a t e s  wee i n  f a c t  s t i l l  t h  re. Completing t h i s  g rue l ing  l i n e  
I 

period on 18 May, Connie and CVW-9 personnel  re laxed i n  Cubi f o r  6 days 

then off  t o  Singapore where 5, g l o r  oue days of w e l l  eatqed l i b e r t y  was 

enjoyed by all. 

On 30 #lay i t  wae back t o  workc t h i s  t i m e  a t  Dixie S t a t i o n *  A more 

relaxed opera t ion but  none-the-lea a demanding one f o i  a l l  squadron per- 

sonnel ,  The s t r a i n  o f  t ime  and e a  t a i r  wae t ak ing  i t e  t o l l  on t h e  b i r d s ,  I 
not  t o  mention t h e  men. I 

A high po in t  of t h i s  I.ine per  od was t h e  coordination TAW-116 pro- L 
vided between the  CTF-77 fo rces  an& t h e  7th A i r  Force ground c o n t r o l  u n i t s .  

A s  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  nf t h e  SUNKING f f o r t ,  more ordnance was del ivered on I 
t a r g e t s  with l e s e  waste, due s o l e 1  t o  new he igh t s  of coordination between 1 
A i r  Porce w d  Naval unit*. Th i s ,  b e r e f o r e ,  f i rmly es tebl iahed the  B-2B's 

r o l e  &a u, v i a b l e  Airborne Command (and Control  Center. 



l a t e  June, t i r e d  bu t  proud t o  have b en a key element i n  our na t ion ' s  ef- t 

With eeven l i n e  periods behind hem; t i r e d  b i r d s ,  t i r e d  crews and + / i 

f o r t  t o  preserve i t s  i d e a l s .  I 1 

exhausted maintenance types,  VAW-116 w a s  heading llome. Af te r  a b r i e f  s t o p  

i n  the  joys and pleasures  of being h me. P 

i n  Cubi and Yokosuka, t h e  Connie, q - 9 ,  and t h e  SUNKINGS a r r i v e  home i n  

J u l y  was a stand-down month and 

A s  August: and September r o l l e d  round, i t  was back t o  t r a i n i n g ,  or-  i. 

nine  months of separa t ion  became l o s t  

ganizing, and equipping a combat ready e a r l y  warning squadron. This meant 

ground t r a ~ i n h g  f o r  the  new men, f a f L l i a r i z a t i o n  f l i g h t s  , eystems check-out 

f l i g h t s ,  and test f l i g h t s  on t h e  ne  l y  reworked a i r c r a f t ,  I 
Early i n  October, t h e  SUNKINGS were off  t o  NAS Fal lon,  Nevada, Here 

Not only d i d  t h e  ateely-eyed E-2'erd provide the  usua l  top notch AEW, SAR, 

t h e  trainjlng i n t e n s i f i e d  as t h e  Air 

t h e  "~ummt3rs" r o l l e d  i n t o  town, a l l  

and ABCCC services b u t  were t h e  d a r  4 horse  during t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  "bombing 

Wing was again back together.  When 

t h e  A i r  Wing was t o  feel  t h e i r  presence, 

derby". Through s k i l l ,  ae ronau t i ca l  a b i l i t y ,  exper t ly  timed coordination,  

and some luck, t h e  SUNKINGS out  bo mb ed them a l l  and walked away wi th  both 

the  squadron and ind iv idua l  awards.  It should be noted t h a t  our del ivery  

c a p a b i l i t y  i l e  l imi ted  t o  t h e  n t reng h of  a crewmember's arms, s i n c e  h e  F 
has t h e  job of holding t h e  bomb (N76) out the  escape hatch  and dropping 

i t  on t h e  ~ i l o t ' s  command. "7 elabora te ,  b u t  i t  works, 

The SUNKINGS re turned t o  NOR1 on October 5 th  and continued an  arduous s 
ground and f l i g h t  t r a i n i n g  program bhich s t resaed  more and mire crew co- 



* r t t  dinat ion.  I n  t h e  latter h a l i  of 

f i e l d  carrier landing p r a c t i c e  and 

the Connie. 

November and e a r l y  December f~ 

home-away-from-home, t h e  USS CONSTl 

Wing work-up exercises , p i l o t  qual: 

Proudly, CVW-9 came through with f .  

Santfwiehed i n  between these  h 

Merryman, Commander F l e e t  A i r  San I 

Annual CNO Aviation Safety Award f~ 

n i  t ion .  

Commencing on 13 December, VAI 

dawn by holding t h e i r  f i r s t  "SUNKI; 

f r i ends  came t o  work wiih t h e i r  me: 

working day on t h e  beach. 

Thoiigh i n  a stand-down s t a t u s  

f o r  through p a s t  experience, the  S' 

on maxirmna readiness.  

As usual ,  when t h e  5 January 

ready t o  meet t h e  challenges of 19 

the  f u t u r e ,  seeking new ways t o  be  

:he month, a l l  p i l o t s  went through 
T 

subsequently were c a r r e r  q u a l i f i e d  on t 

md the SUNKINGS back aboard t h e i r  

UTION. This t i m e  i t  was f o r  A i r  

Eications, and f i n a l l y  the  ORI. 

ring colors .  

s h o r t  deployments, Captain C. A. 

Lego, presented t h e  SUNKINGS with t h e  

r FY 1972, t h e  epitome of s a f e t y  recog- 

-116 began t h e i r  pre-deployment s t and  

2 SWEETHEART DAY". Wives and g i r l  

and watched them go through a t y p i c a l  

JESTPAC prepara t ions  s t i l l  continued, 

NINGS had learned t h a t  success depends 

311 d a t e  r o l l e d  arounld, VAW-116 w a s  

3 and departed San Diego looking i n t o  

ter the  a l ready renowned bes t .  
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1972 FLIGHT TIM;: 

Day C a r r i e r  Landings 

Nigh t C a r r i e r  Landings 

Day :Field ~ a A d i n ~ s  

Night FYeld Landings 
I 

Day :FCLP 

Nigh t FCLP 
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