
D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  N A V Y  
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ONE ONE F IVE  
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601 -6409 IN RRPLV R I 1 I I  TO: 

5750 
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---Unclassified upon r e + o v a l  of  e n c l o s u r e s  (1) t h r o u g h  ( 7 )  

From: Canmanding O f f i c e r ,  Carrier A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  Warning 
Squadron 115  

To: D i r e c t o r  o f  Naval H i s t o r y  ( O P - 0 9 ~ ~ )  

Sub j : FORWARDING OF COMMAND HISTORY 

Ref: ( a )  OPNAVINST 5750.12D 

Enc l :  (1) VAW 115 Chronology f o r  1987 (0 )  
( 2 )  VAW 115 Monthly O p e r a t i h g I T r a i n i n g  R e p o r t  S e r  C019-87 

o f  1 0  Mar 8 7  ( U )  
( 3 )  VAW 115 Monthly O p e r a t i h g I T r a i n i n g  R e p o r t  S e r  C022-87 

of  10  May 87 (0) 
( 4 )  VAW 115 Monthly O p e r a t i h g I T r a i n i n g  Repor t  S e r  C024-87 

o f  1 4  Sep  87 ( U )  
( 5 )  VAW 115 Monthly O p e r a t i r g i T r a i n i n g  R e p o r t  S e r  C025-87 

o f  28 S e p  87 ( U )  
( 6 )  VAW 115 Monthly O p e r a t i n g I T r a i n i n g  R e p o r t  S e r  C030-87 

o f  30 Nov 87  ( U )  
( 7 )  VAW 115 Monthly O p e r a t i n g I T r a i n i n g  R e p o r t  S e r  C002-88 

o f  3 1  J a n  8 8  ( U )  
( 8 )  VAW 115 Familygram "DATALINK" J u 1  87 
( 9 )  VAW 115 Familygram "DATALINK" O c t  87 

(10)  VAW 115 Familygram n ~ ~ ~ & ~ ~ ~ ~ n  D e c  87  
( I l )  E-2C L i thographISquadroh  H i s t o r y  
(12)  Command Composi t ion  

1. P e r  r e f e r e n c e  ( a ) ,  e n c l o s u r e s  k l )  t h r o u g h  (12)  are fo rwarded  
and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t  is s u b m i t t e d .  

2. N a r r a t i v e :  J a n u a r y  found t h e  L i b e r t y  B e l l s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
Cope Thunder 87-3, o u t  o f  Cubi  P o i n t ,  P h i l i p p i n e s .  While on a 
mini-deployment ,  VAW 115 accompl i shed  a wide  r a n g e  of  t r a i n i n g ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a u n i q u e  o p e r a t i o n  calle4 "BEAR REACH." A c t i n g  as  
r a n g e  s u p e r v i s o r ,  t h e  squadron  j o i ~ e d  i n  t w o  missile s h o o t s  i n  
t h e  f i r r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  1987. Deploying  a g a i n  i n  e a r l y  A p r i l ,  
a n o t h e r  miss i le  e x e r c i s e  was conduqted  o f f  P o r o  P o i n t ,  
P h i l i p p i n e s .  O p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  C o r $ l  S e a ,  t h e  squadron  a l o n g  w i t h  
CVW 5 ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  e x e r c i s e s  w i t h  t h e  Royal  
A u s t r a l i a n  Navy which i n c l u d e d  WAS$XVs and AAWEX's. A f t e r  a p o r t  
c a l l  t o  Sydney, A u s t r a l i a ,  a HARPOONEX w a s  h e l d  i n  e a r l y  J u l y  o f f  
t h e  c o a s t  of  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  i n v o l v i n g  USAF B-52's. A r r i v i n g  
back i n  A t s u g i ,  J a p a n ,  t h e  squadrofi  w a s  p u t  on a l e r t  f o r  S i l a s  
Bent  Ops h e l d  i n  t h e  seas o f f  n o r t h e r n  J a p a n .  A two week 
de tachment  t o  Kadena AB a l l o w e d  i n t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  USMC and 
USAF u n i t s  i n  August.  Dur ing  t h i s  d e t ,  t h e  squadron  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  an  a c t u a l  SAR which d i r e c t l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  r e s c u e  o f  a 
downed Marine A-6 crew. A l s o  i n  Augus t ,  VAW 115  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
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a  one  d a y  d e t  t o  Cubi  P o i n t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  USS NEW JERSEY 
B a t t l e  Group AAWEX. The squadron  t r a n s f e r r e d  two a i r c r a f t  t o  VAW 
116 (CV 61)  and r e c e i v e d  o n e  from VAW 116 d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of  
August.  F l y i n g  w i t h  u n i t s  o f  VQ 1, VAW 115 s u p p o r t e d  Freedom o f  
N a v i g a t i o n  CONOPS conduc ted  by t h e  USS OLDENDORF i n  September.  
ANNUALEX 62G, an  e x e r c i s e  w i t h  t h e  J a p a n e s e  S e l f  Defense  F o r c e ,  
was h e l d  i n  t h e  l a s t  two w e e k s  o f  September.  The squadron  
dep loyed  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean on 1 5  Oc tobe r  and s u p p o r t e d  a  
MISSILEX w i t h  CVW 5 on  3 1  Oc tobe r .  While o f f  S i n g a p o r e ,  t h e  
squadron  h e l d  exchange  v i s i t s / f l i g h t s  w i t h  t h e  RSAF 111 AEW 
Squadron.  A f t e r  a r r i v i n g  on s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  North A r a b i a n  S e a ,  
t h e  squadron  was i n v o l v e d  i n  f o u r  E a r n e s t  W i l l  O p e r a t i o n s  b e f o r e  
t h e  end o f  t h e  y e a r .  VAW 115 a l s o  took a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
a n  OTH-T e x e r c i s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  USS TICONDEROGA and t h e  USS IOWA. 

3. S p e c i a l  Topics :  

a .  Commander ~ r a n k l i n  S. A c h i l l e  r e l i e v e d  Commander Ronald B. 
Weber on 6  J a n u a r y  1987. 

b. Commander Leo F. McGinn assomed t h e  d u t i e s  a s  E x e c u t i v e  
O f f i c e r  on 6  J a n u a r y  1987. 

c. T h i r t y - o n e  p e r s o n n e l  r e e n l i S t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  F o r t y -  
two p e r s o n n e l  r e p o r t e d  aboard  and s i x t y - t h r e e  were t r a n s f e r r e d  
and t h e  s q u a d r o n  e x p e r i e n c e d  z e r o  d e s e r t i o n s .  

d .  The squadron  had a  p e r f e c t  $ a f e t y  r e c o r d  f o r  1987, w i t h  
z e r o  d e a t h s ,  z e r o  a c c i d e n t s ,  and zeko i n j u r i e s .  S q u a d r o n ' s  FOD 
program produced z e r o  FOD o c c u r r e n c e s  a s h o r e  and o n e  w h i l e  
embarked. 

e. The squadron  p a s s e d  t h r e e  c p r r o s i o n  c o n t r o l  i n s p e c t i o n  
w i t h  a  g r a d e  o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Othek i n s p e c t i o n s  w i t h  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s  w e r e :  CNAAPTA, IWSR, COMFAIRWESTPAC TAD 
Funding A u d i t ,  and COMNAVAIRPAC A v i a t i o n  Maintenance  Management 
I n s p e c t i o n .  

f .  The squadron  awarded t h r e e  NAMs, t h r e e  non-command 
awarded NAMs w e r e  a l s o  awarded and t w o  p e r s o n n e l  w e r e  command 
advanced.  

g. The  squadron  had s i x  a d m i n i $ t r a t i v e  s e p a r a t i o n s .  

4 .  Fo r  s t a t i s t i c a l  and o t h e r  d e t a i l e d  d a t a ,  see e n c l o s u r e s  (1) 
th rough  ( 1 2 )  . 

FS b& 
F. S L  ACHILLE 



C h r o n o l o g y  o f  e v e n t s  f o r  1987  

8-117 J a n  87 Cope ~ h u n d e r  87-3,  C u b i  P o i n t  RP 

19-20 J a n  8 7  USS MIDWAY Missile S h o o t ,  S o u t h  C h i n a  
S e a  

5-8 F e b  8 7  CVW 5  M i s $ i l e  S h o o t ,  S o u t h  C h i n a  S e a  

16-17 F e b  87 ASWEX 87-1,  S o u t h  C h i n a  S e a  

18-1-9 F e b  8 7  MULTIPLEX 87-1, S o u t h  C h i n a  S e a / C u b i  
P o i n t  

20 F e b  8 7  J o i n t  S t r i k e I C o p e  Max 87-1, S o u t h  C h i n a  
S e a  

1 0  Mar 8 7  O p e r a t i o n  BEAR REACH, S o u t h  C h i n a  S e a  

13-16 Mar 87  B a t t l e  Grt$up A l f a  Advanced T r a i n i n g  
A s s e s s m e n t ,  S o u t h  C h i n a  S e a  

17-21 Mar 8 7  H o r n e t  FA$T, A t s u g i  J a p a n  

230 Mar 8 7  B a t t l e  G r o u p  Delta INCHOPEX, P h i l i p p i n e  
S e a  

1-4 May 87  CVW 5  MISfSILEX, P o r o  P o i n t  RP 

1-5 J u n  87  R o y a l  A u s t r a l i a n  Navy PASSEX, C o r a l  S e a  

30 Jun-02 J u l  8 7  HARPOONEX 8 7  

9-23 J u l  87  S i l a s  B e n t  C o n t i n g e n c y  A l e r t  

26  J u l - 9  Aug 8 7  U S A F / U S M C ~ U S N  I n t e r o p e r a b i l i t y  E x e r c i s e ,  
Kadena AB Okinawa J a p a n  

27 J u l  8 7  USMC A-6E SAR, Kadena AB Okinawa J a p a n  

30 J u l  8 7  KITE 87-2 Kadena AB Okinawa J a p a n  

15-16 Aug 8 7  BBBG AAWEX, C u b i  P o i n t  RP 

17-19 AUCJ 87  JASDF DACT, A t s u g i  J a p a n  

19-22 Aug 8 7  Red A d a i r  E x e r c i s e ,  Kadena,  C u b i ,  K o t a  
K i n a b a l u ,  S i n g a p o r e  ( t w o  a i r c r a f t  
t r a n s f e r r e d  to  VAW 1 1 6 )  

4 S e p  87 ORF Freedom o f  N a v i g a t i o n  7 t h  

15-30 S e p  87 COMCARGRU One Deployment  A s s e s s m e n t  

DECLASSIFED Encl (1) 



15-30 S e p  8 7  

3 1  O c t  87 

1 4  Nov 87  

28 Nov 87 

9 D e c  87  

11 D e c  8 7  

1.3 D e c  8 7  

2 1  D e c  87  

ANNUALEX 62G, E a s t  C h i n a  S e a  

CVW 5  M i s a i l e x ,  P o r o  P o i n t  RP 

MERILION 8 7 - 2 l R S A ~  P a s s e x ,  S t r a i t s  of 
M a l a c c a  

E a r n e s t  W i l l  8 7 0 1 9 ,  G u l f  o f  Oman 

E a r n e s t  W i l l  87020 ,  G u l f  o f  Oman 

OTH-T E n c o u n t e r e x ,  BG A l f a  v s .  
TICO/IOWA, N o r t h  A r a b i a n  S e a  

E a r n e s t  W a l l  87020A, G u l f  o f  Oman 

E a r n e s t  W i l l  8 7 0 2 1 ,  G u l f  o f  Oman 


