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A. (U) Command Organization. ~ 
1. CDR S. P. HUHN, USN, 1310: 1 January t o  28 April  

1973. 

2. CDR F. R. MILLER, USN, 1 3 2 0 :  28 April  t o  3 1  
December 1973. 

3.  The squadron's primary m ssion u t i l i z i n g  four E-2B a i r c r a f t  
is t o  p r w i d e  t he  task force  Off i  e r  i n  Tact ical  Command (OTC) with 
Airborne Early Warning (AEW) da t a  on ta rge t s  entering the  surrounding 
airspace. An Airborne Tac t i ca lD  t a  System (ATDS) u n i t  i s  incorpo- 
ra ted  i n  the  E-2 t o  accomplish t h  s mission. In  addit ion,  the  ATDS 
u n i t  is  capable of performing man secondary cornand and con t ro l  func- 
t ions .  i 

4. Carr ier  Airborne Early Squadron ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN 
was homeported a t  NAS North from 1 January t o  30 
June 1973. During t ha t  time embarked on board USS 
MIDWAY (CVA-41) from 1 In  June 1973 the  home- 
por t  was  o f f i c i a l l y  Although the  homeport 
change was e f f ec t i ve  a t  NAS North 
Island u n t i l  11 September 1973. 11 September, embarked on board 

Japan where it 
remained 

5. During t he  year the  t o  Commander Attack Car- 
r i e r  A i r  Wing FIVE and COMFIT 

6. The standard organizat i  s t ruc ture  f o r  VAW avia t ion con- 
mands was maintained by the  squ throughout t he  year. An average 
of 21 o f f i c e r s  and 118 enl is ted e r e  assigned. Twenty-six (10 
av ia to rs ,  10 naval f l i g h t  off i c  d 6 f l i g h t  technicians) f l i g h t  
crew personnel canprised f i v e  c continuous operation of four 
E-2 a i r c r a f t .  One ground maint f f i c e r  was assigned. 

B. (U) Summary of Operations. ~ 
1. General: Calendar year 973 was subdivided i n t o  th ree  major 

periods a s  follows: 1 
a. Period I: From 1 - 3 March t he  squadron was 

embarked on board USS MIDWAY type t ra in ing  and combat oper- 
a t ions  i n  Southeast Asia. 

b. Period 11: From 3 M a  ch - 11 September the  squadron w a s  
temporarily based ashore a t  NAS N r t h  Island undergoing t ra in ing  f o r  
deployment and i n i t i a t i o n  of the  verseas Family Residence Program 
(ow) 8 



c. Period 111: September - 3 1  December t h e  squadron 
was embarked on board USS uct ing type t r a i n i n g  and operat ing 
from t h e  new homeport of 

2. Detai led Schedule: 

Period I: 

1 JAN 
2 JAN 
3 J A N  
4-23 JAN 
24 J A N  
25 JAN-1 EBB 
2 FEB 
3-9 FEB 
9 FEB 
10-16 FEB 
17 FEB-1 MAR 
2 MAR 

Period 11: I 

I 

I Enroute Subic, R.P. 
I Inpor t  Subic , R.P. 
IEnroute Yankee S t a t i o n  
Yankee S t a t i o n  Operations 

I Enroute Subic , R. P . 
I Inpor t Subic , R.P . ; ~ n r o u t e  Yankee S t a t i o n  

I Yankee S t a t i o n  Operations 
I Enroute Subic, R.P. 

I Inpor t  Subic, R.P. 

I 
I Enroute CONUS 

I Fly Off NAS North Is land 

3 MAR-1 APR 
2 APR 
3 APR 
26 APR 
28 APR 
1-31 MAY 
4 .TUN 
15 JUN 
21 JUN 
26 JUN 
27 JUN 
28 JUN 
1-17 JUL 
18 JUL 
21-22 JUL 
23-31 JUL 
6-14 AUG 
20-26 AUG 
27 AUG9 SEP 

Stand Down 
Back i n  t h e  Saddle Program 
F i r s t  f l i g h t  s ince  a r r i v a l  CONUS 
AAWEX with USS TRUXTON 
ehange of Comnand 
North Is land Ops 
Deployed Fallon,  Nevada 
Returned WAS North Is land 
LINK-11 exerc i se  USS MIDWAY 
LINK-11 exercise USS MIDWAY 
P a c i f i c  Missile Range Services 
AAmX FLTCOMBATDIRSYSSACT 
North I s l and  Ops; primari ly FCLP 
CQ aboard USS MIDWAY 
Load aboard USS MIDWAY 
CQ/Cyclic Ops SOCAL 
Weapons Training Exercise 
Operational Readiness Inspection 
Preparat ion f o r  Overseas Mwement 

I I 
Period 111: I 

I 

I 
10 SEP I Enroute NAS North I s l and  t o  NAS Alameda 
11 SF3 I Depart NAS Alameda 

i 
11-16 SEP 

I 
I T r ans i t  MIDPAC 

17 SEP I Inpor t  Hawaii 
18-23 SEP 1 MIDPACOps I 



24-25 SEP 
26 SEP-5 OCT 
6-17 OCT 
18-28 OCT 
29 OCT-25 NOV 
26-27 NOV 
28-29 NOV 
30 NOV-1 DEC 
2-3 DEC 
4 DEC 
5-8 DEC 
9 DEC 
10-11 DEC 
12-16 DEC 
17-18 DEC 
19 DEC 
20-22 DEC 
22-31 DEC 

Inport  Hawaii 
Transit  Yokosuka 
Inport  Y okosuka 
Cyclic Ops Okinawa Area 
Inport  Yokosuka 
Enroute Okinawa 
Cyclic Ops Okinawa Area 
Enroute Subic Op Area 
Cyclic Ops Subic Area 
Emroute Yankee Sta t ion 
Cyclic Ope Yankee a t a t i on  
Enroute Subic, R.P, 
Inport  Subic 
Cyclic Ops Subic Area 
Enroute Okinawa Op Area 
Cyclic Ops Okinawa Area 
Enroute Yokosuka 
Inpor t Y okosuka 

3. (C) Period I Surmaar : + 
a. (U) General: With the  new year j u s t  i n i t i a t e d  USS 

MIDWAY and CVW-5 departed Subi t o  continue t h e i r  famil iar  GUM of 
Tonkin (GOT) ro le .  This 3 comme ced the  eighth l i n e  period f o r  USS MID- 
WAY; however, i n  s p i t e  of t he  Length of time a t  sea morale was high. 
The ant ic ipated cease f i r e  and optimism of CONUS re turn  were stimulat- 
ing e f f e c t s  on a l l  personnel. VAW-115 was continually takked t o  pro- 
v ide  varied services  throughau t he  remainder of the  WESTPAC assign- 
ment:. With USS MIDWAY and CVW 5 re lying heavily on the  "Liberty 
Wl . ' s "  a b i l i t y ,  a new sense o respons ib i l i ty  was  developed which 
m a l t e d  a challenge t o  a l l  squ d r m  aircrews. This challenge was  
accepted and performed with tr mendaus pr ide  and professionalism. 
Completing the  ninth  l i n e  p e r i  d USS MIDWAY and CVW-5 established a 
record 205 days on s t a t i o n  i n  he Gulf of Tonkin. F ina l ly ,  on 17 Feb- 
ruary with the  V i e t n a m  cease f r e  e s sen t i a l l y  completed, orders d i rec t -  
ed ZlSS MIDWAY back t o  CONUS. SS MIDWAY and CVW-5 arrived i n  Alameda 
3 March 1973; soon t o  be award d the  Pres iden t ia l  Unit Ci ta t ion fo r  
t h e i r  e f f o r t s  the  previous 11 I onthk. 

I n  addi t ion t o  t he  usual  
s t r i k e s  t he  squadron con- 

and f l i g h t  following. 
Divc!rsionary s t r i k e s  by a i r  a i r c r a f t  j u s t  p r io r  t o  scheduled B-52 
raicls i n  NVN required c lose  of s t r ike/support  a i r c r a f t  by 
the  E-2. With continued of GOT un i t s ,  hel icopter  
f l i g h t  following was an mission. The E-2 was a l s o  
required t o  maintain assigned t h r ea t  areas; 
t h i s  was t o  preclude of NVN KOMAR high speed 



p a t r o l  boats. Unfortunately t h e  l i n  period was  not  without a i r c r a f t  / 
personnel losses ;  subsequently, t h e  -2 p rwided  SAR ass i s t ance .  The 
bombing h a l t  a b w e  t h e  DMZ on 16 Jan a ry  produced an apparent t r a n q u i l i t y  
over NVN never observed during t h i s  eployment. VAW-115 continued sur- 
v e i l l a n c e  of t h e  GOT; however, naval  air operat ions were d r a s t i c a l l y  
reduced w i t h  a i r  wing s t r i k e  a i r c r a f  1 fragged i n t o  SvN. 

d. (U) T rans i t  : USS MIDWAY and CVW-5 departed Subic , 
R.P. on 1 5 )  Fdbruary enroute t o  Alame Il a Naval Air Sta t ion.  A l l  four E-2's 
were flowr~ from USS MIDWAY t o  NAS No t h  Is land on 2 March. The following 
day USS M1:DWAY docked a t  NAS Alameda 1 ending t h e  longest  deployment of an 
a t t a c k  c a r r i e r  t o  Sautheast Asia during t h e  Vietnam c o n f l i c t .  

c ,  (C) Ninth Lin Period: During t h e  last l i n e  per i -  

4. (C) Period I1 summry:~ 

od, along with AEW, t h e  E-2 w a s  ut ipized 
With a "no bomb" r e s t r i c t i o n  placed 
c r a f t  were d ive r ted  t o  Laos. Two 10 
through SF'N t o  Laos, USS MIDWAY 
these  corr idors  when crossing SVN; 
ABCCC p r i o r  t o  enter ing Laos. The 

a .  (U) Training: VAW-115 wasted l i t t l e  time i n i t i a t -  
ing  a ground t r a i n i n g  program. Long overdue school quotas were quickly 
obtained and a good por t ion of t h e  s uadron attended one school or  another 
during t h e  f i r s t  few mmths of t h e  t rn-around. Although t h e  squadron w a s  
s tanding down through March, a i r c r e  s soon became fami l i a r  with t h e  E-2 
tac t ics / f : l ight  t r a i n e r s .  The f i r s t  f l i g h t  a f t e r  CONUS a r r i v a l  was i n  
Apri l .  The following 60 days were e n t  wringing out  a i r c r a f t  systems, 
developin13 crew coordination with n l y  a r r ived  personnel, and preparing 
f o r  t h e  June weapms deployment. M st of Ju ly  was u t i l i z e d  f o r  c a r r i e r  
qualif icai t ion and preparat ion f o r  t 1 e WEPTRAEX and OR1 scheduled f o r  
August. 13xcept f o r  a few FCLP s , CONUS t r a i n i n g  was completed with 
t h e  concl i~s ion of t h e  OR1 on 26 

as a caomnand and c m t r o l  center .  
on Vietnam t h e  a i r  wing s t r i k e  air- 

m i l e  wide cor r idors  were es tabl ished 
a i r c r a f t  were required t o  remain wi th in  

a l s o ,  t o  have r a d i o  contact  with Laos 
E-2 provided a necessary communications 

Pr io r  t o  t h e  August 
WEPTRAEX .two USS TRUXTON. I n  June VAW-115 

platform between ABCCC and air wing s t r i k e  f l i g h t s .  The squadron was 
responsible  f o r  re laying mission/a e n t  d a t a  t o  ABCCC and providing 
radar  cont:rol f o r  Navy TACAIR t h e  corr idars .  On 9 February, 
a f t e r  completing 205 days on MIDWAY and CVW-5 departed t h e  
Gulf of Tonkin f o r  t h e  f i n a l  time. 

completed two LINK-11 exercides w i t  USS MID~AY. These exerc ises  were 
considered extremely valuable  a s  t h  afforded squadron crews t h e  opportun- 
i t y  t o  increase  proficiency on the  acquired ASA-27A computer magnetic 
tape  (Numlber 25). The WEPTRAEX was  day exerc ise  involving AEW, 



DECLASSIFIED 

AIC,  KOMARXX'q, mini ALPHA'S and f u l l  scale  ALPHA'S. The t ra ining period 
afforded mcrinOenance personnel and a i  crews a l e  opportunity t o  sharpen I 
t h e i r  ind i~r idua l  s k i l l s  i n  a simulateid h o s t i l e  environment. The f olbw- 
ing OR1 tes ted the  f u l l  capabi l i ty  of/ the ATDS system and crews. Three 
AAWEX's weire conducted, along with s t r i k e  control, AePtIA s t r i k e s ,  
LINK-11, P'r boat defense and SAR I n  s p i t e  of the  c lose  prox- 
imity t o  Slsn Clemente Island, an detect ion and tracking r a t e  
was achieved due t o  performance. The ORI  culmin- 
ated with a NOREX fly-off and returning t o  NAS North Island. 

c. (C) Weapons ~ d p l o y m ~ n t :  The squadron was deployed 
to  NAS Fallon f ran  4-15 June f o r  i n i a i a l  t ra ining with the  A i r  Wing FIVE 
coaplement. The majority of E-2 f l i  was u t i l i z ed  supporting 
e ight  majcr ALPHA s t r i ke s .  Each str composed of apprcacimately 25 
a i r c r a f t  including two E-2's. The s uadron's primary respons ib i l i t i es  
were s t r i k e  control  and opposition a f r c r a f t  control  fo r  t he  s t r i k e  groups. 
Assistance! was  a l so  provided i n  SAR and re lay of required ARTCC 
posi t ion reports  f o r  the s t r i k e  c e l l  cammitments were 
a c c m p l i d ~ e d  including two FCLP per1 f l i g h t s ,  and a 
s ign i f icax~t  amant of formation flyi'ng. The E-2 again proved t o  be high- 
l y  ef fect:Lve although working werlabd i n  an environment of radar ineffec* 
t iveness . I 

5 (C) Period 111 ~unmari: 

a .  (U) General: Eleven September commenced an entire-  
l y  new adventure f o r  an a t tack  c a r r  er; permanent assignment t o  an wer- i seas hmeport .  The Overseas Family Residence Program (OFRP), a s  t he  new 
operation was labeled, p rec ip i ta tedunique  problems fo r  VAW-115. Because 
of the  vctlunteer nature of OFRP, a hajor  turnover i n  personnel was 
experienced. The squadron re f lec ted  a 22% los s  of qualified/experienced 
personnel. and a 14% gain of qual i f ied bu t  inexperienced personnel during 
the  four m a t h  North Island turnaroQnd period. This change i n  personnel 
required an extensive t ra ining program which was developed during the  turn- 
around and continued throughout t h e  haaeporting i n  Japan. Another major 
problem oras the  re locat ion of es t o  accamnodate the  ~ a v y ' s  de s i r e  
f or less family separation. coordination and cooperation between 
COMNAVFOIUAPAN, USS MIDWAY, the Twelfth Naval D i s t r i c t  Trans- 
por ta t ion Office,  a l l  s i tuated,  mostly i n  the  
Yokohama/Yokosuka i n  Japan the  squadron 
encountered The cen t r a l  location 
fo r  CVW-5 operations was establishdd a t  hlAF Atsugi; however, operating 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n i t i a l l y  precluded u ing t he  f i e l d  f o r  t ra in ing  purposes. 
The only avai lable  a l t e rna t e  was Mgsawa A i r  Base, 350 m i l e s  t o  the  North. 
With mater ia ls  and personnel t rans  Naval Base, v i a  
Atsugi t o  Misawa, many l o g i s t i c  pr  were created. Eventually, due 
t o  decreased Atsugi r e s t r i c t i ons ,  was u t i l i z ed  f o r  a maj.ority 
of VAW-115 sor t ies .  Additional op a t  sea farced USS 
MIDWAY a.nd CVW-5 t o  proceed South operating areas  
t o  ensure su f f i c i en t  aircrew 
f lown i n  the  Jap wese operating arpa . 

I DECLASSIFIED 
I 



b. (C) Transit :  MIDPAC operations canmenced a f t e r  one 
day inport  Pear l  Harbor and las ted  s days. Major emphasis w a s  on AAW, 
AIC,  and LINK-11 exercises.  After  1 aving Pear l  Harbar the  ship  and a i r  
wing were i n  constant ready a l e r t  st / t u s  an t ic ipa t ing  Russian "Bear" over- 
f l i g h t s .  The squadron's e f f o r t s  were rewarded a s  two "Bears" were detected 
one day p r io r  to USS MIDWAY'S a r r i v a i  i n  Yokosuka. E-2 radar  performance 
was outstanding i n  the  blue  water en ironment; subsequently, both "Bears" 
were detected and successful  i n t e r ce  ts c cnduc ted. I n  addit ion t o  15/30 

sit .  

3 
minute a l e r t s  a good d e a l  of ground t ra ining was conducted during t h e  tran- 

The 1973 Japan i n  po r t  periods 
were devot:ed f l i g h t s ,  FCLP 's , and LINK-11 
exercises.  some adjustment and con- 

t he  new avia t ion regula- 
Sap anese contr o l l e r s  . 

f a l l  a i r -  
crews. 

For t he  f i r s t  a t  sea operations 
USS MIDWA?i and operating area. Carrier 
qualif  icartions received day 
and night were tasked with AIC and 

exceeded. Over 13 hours 
the  t rag ic  l o s s  of 

and two AAWEX's 

menced night  operations. 

were conducted t o  conclude the  f i r s d  a t  sea period. On 26 Nuvember USS MID- 
WAY departed Y okosuka and proceeded South t o  Okinawa f a r  one day; t o  Subic 
f o r  two days ; and Yankee Sta t ion f 4 four days of cyc l ic  oper at ions . The 
E-2's were spec i f i c a l l y  tasked with rad io  re lay  and t h e  prevention of buf- 
f e r  v io la t ions  . Af ter returning t o  ' ~ u b i c  f o r  one day i n  po r t  CVW-5 corn- 

primary % phasis f o r  the  "Liberty B e l l s "  was A I C  
and LINK-11 with some canned AAWEXE during non-flying hours. 

C. (c) Spec ia l  ~ o p i c s .  I 
1. (C) S t a t i s t i c s :  I 

a. (U) The following squadr m a i r c r a f t  were assigned: 

Bureau No. 1 1706 
Bureau No. 1 2480 
Bureau No. k 0538 
Bureau No. 1 1714 
Bureau No. 1 1724 
Bureau No. 1 1 7 1 2  
Bureau No. 150539 
Bureau No. 1 51718 

(01 JAN - 12 MAR) 
(01 JAN - 13 APR) 
(01 JAN - 01 JUL) 
(01 JAN - 04 OCT) 
(13 APR - 31 DEC) 
(24 APR - 31 DEC) 
(31 MAY - 31 DEC) 
(05 JUN - 31  DEC) 



b. (C) The following/ summary of performance d a t a  are f o r  
caubat operat ions ( 1  JAN - 10 FEB) : 1 

S o r t i e s  Flo  

Hours FSC 

c. (C) The followin opera t ional  s t a t i s t i c s  are fo r  the  
shore based period (3 MAR - 10 SEP) 1 

S o r t i e s  scheduled 

Hours FSC 

d. (C) The f ollowin opera t ional  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f o r  the  
WESTPAC t:ransi t  period (11  SEP - 5 f CT): ,i 

S o r t i e s  ~ l o w h  27 
Hours Flown 72.9 

44.7 
30 

e. (C) The following opera t ional  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f o r  tire 
Yokosuka homeported period (6 OCT - 31 DBC): 

S o r t i e s  Flo 135 
329 
128.5 
106 



f .  (C) The f ollowin operat ional  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  f o r  the  
calendar gear 1973 : 8 

504 
Hours Flown I 1506.3 

636.6 
348 

2. (C) New ~~uiprnent/klodific$tions: 
I 

a. (C) During t h e  r t h  Is land turnaround period the  
squadron received a new ASA-27A magnetic tape  (No. 25). The new 
tape  provided severa l  of which was d a t a  l i n k  con t ro l  
of F-14's. The most t h e  NAVFZIX funct ion which 

impr wed o v e r a l l  E-2 c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

g r e a t l y  enhanced the  an  updated da ta  d is -  
play. Sequence program also 

b. (C) A l l  VAW-115 configured with t h e  RT- 
9888. This new i n s t a l l a t i o n  (AIMS Mode I V  u t i l i z a t i o n  
and afforded increased s e c u r i t y  

3. (U) Notable ~ e c o r d s  /Firstd:  

a. On 9 February VAW 115 completed the  n in th  l i n e  period of 
t h e  deployment and es tabl ished a re ord 205 days an s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Gulf of 
Tonkin. This surpassed t h e  amount f SPECOPS time achieved by any other 
CVAIAir Wing s ince  t h e  beginning Vietnam c o n f l i c t .  

b,  On 28 Apr i l  CDR Fl R. MILLER assumed command of Carrier 
Airborne Early Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN. CDR MILLER was  t h e  
f i r s t  naval  f l i g h t  o f f i c e r  (NFO) t o  assume camnand d VAW-115. 

I 

c. VAW-115 was t h e  f rst AEW squadron t o  be hameported 
overseas aboard an a t t a c k  c a r r i e r .  1 O f f i c i a l  haneport change f o r  USS MID- 
WAY and C'VW-5 was 30 June; a c t u a l  CONUS depar ture  d a t e  was 11 September. 


