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(3) and ( 4 )  

From: Commanding Of f i ce r ,  Caxriqr Airborne Ear ly  Warning 
Squadron ONE HUNDRED THIRTEEN 

To : Chief of Naval Operations ( A m :  OP-05D2) 

Subj: Conunand History f o r  Calendar Year 1977 (Report Symbol 
5750-1) 

Ref: (a) BPNAVINST 5750.12 S e r i ~ e s  

Encl: (1) VW-113 Commanding Off , icer  for Calendar Year 1977 
(2)  VAW-113 Command His torp  f o r  Calendar Year 1977 
(3)  VAW-113 Sumnary of Operations fox Calendar Year 

1977 
( 4 )  VAW-113 Documentary Anmex 

1. I n  accordance with r e fe rence  (a), enclosures  (1) through 
( 4 )  are hereby submitted. C\ 

Copy to: 
Director of  Naval Histoxy COP-09B9) 
CINCPACFLT 
COMCARAIRWING FOURTEEN (w/o e n c l  (4) ) 
COMFITUMWINGPAC (w/o enc l  ( 4 )  1 

C l a s s i f i e d  by COWAVAIRPACINST ~ 3 b 0 0 . 4 ~  
s u b j e c t  t o  General D e c l a ~ s i f i c a t i o n  
Schedule o f  Executive Order 11652. 
Automatically downgraded a t  two year  
i n t e r v a l s ,  d e c l a s s i f i e d  on December 31, 1982. 



1 9 7 7  COMMANII HISTORY 
CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON 

ONE HUNDmD ~HIRTEEN 

TYPE AIRCRAFT: E-2B 
HOME STATION: Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  W i r a m a r ,  S a n  D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a  

9 2 1 4 5  
DEPLOYED ABOARD: USS ENTERPRISE (CVN-65) 
OPERATIONAL COMMANDER: C o r n a n d e x  C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing FOURTEEN 

( dep Loyedl) 
Commander  F i g h t e r  A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  W a r n i n g  
Wing, U . S .  P a c i f i c  Fleet ( n o n - d e p l o y e d )  

C0MMAN:DING OFFI CER : 
0 1  January 1 9 7 7  - 31 D e c e m b e r  1 9 7 7  CDR B e r n a r d  F. LOWRY, Jr. 

EXECUT.IVE OFFICER: 
0 1  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 7  - 31 D e c e m b e r  197 '7  CDR Don E. BALLARD 

OFFI  CE:RS : 
LCDR K e n n e t h  D. DENBOW 
LCDR D a n i e l  E. BIENLIEN 
LCDR John E. KOHLER 
LCDR G e o r g e  E. HUXHOLD 
LCDR Charles L. TOMPKINS 
LCDR A.Llan R. WALKER 
LT John H. MCLAIN 
LT John E. WILSON 
LT Pau:L R. GADDIE 
LT Jeffrey P. SIMPSON 
LT R o n a l d  A. WILEY 
LT C h r i s t o p h e r  J. REMSHM 
LT Michael N. SCHWMTZ 
LT A r t h u r  J. XRSENAULT 

LT S t e p h e n  J. MILLER 
LT E d w a r d  M. KEAZIRIAN 
LT Michael R. COOPER 
LT R o b e r t  K. FERGUSON 
LT J a m e s  A. HARRIS 
LTJG John G. GAINES 
LTJG Richard L. STANDAGE 
LTJG James R. NEFF 
LTJG Frank N. CLARK 
LTJG S t e f a n  L. SMOLSKI 
LTJG W i l l i a m  C. OSBORN 
LTJG R u d o l p h  A. LUCERO 
LTJG B y r o n  P.  COMPTON 
ENS Michael H. FULLER 

HOURS FLOWN: 1 4 9 0 . 9  
CARRIER LANDINGS: 552 

E n c l o s u r e  (2 )  



C!.ARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON 
ONE HUNDRl3D THIRTEEN 

The year  1977 w a s  one i n  which t h e  World Famous Black 
Eagles of VAW-113 would f i n d  both  g r e a t  chal lenges and g r a t i f y -  
ing rewards. As  t h e  new year  coqenced  t h e  squadron w a s  loca- 
t e d  inpoxt  Subic Bay a f t e r  par t ic l ipa t ing  i n  e x e r c i s e  MULTIPLEX 
1-77, while embarked on USS E n t e e r i s e  (CVN-65). This cons t i -  
t u t e s  VAW-113's f i f t h  deployment t o  t h e  Western P a c i f i c .  The 
squadron was commanded by Commander Bernard F. Lowry, Jr. and 
i t s  Executive Of f i ce r  w a s  Comandkr Don E. Bal lard.  The sche- 
du le  f o r  1977 c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  comp'letion of t h e  p r e s e n t  WESTPAC 
deployment and p repara t ion  f o r  t h e  next  WESTPAC c r u i s e .  

The month of Januaxy began i n  p o r t  Subic f o r  t ra in ing ,crew 
rest and a much needed maintenancie e f f o r t  on our  a i r c r a f t  i n  
p repara t ion  fox t h e  tough o p e r a t i ~ n a l  commitments t h a t  l a y  
ahead. On 1 6  January 1977, t h e  BLack Eagles p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
READIEX 1-77 wi th  Carrier A i r  Wing FOURTEEN. This was a s i x  
day mul t i - th rea t  e x e r c i s e  of considerable  magnitude. The task-  
ing  f o r  t h e  Black Eagles included mW, AIC ,  SSSC, Wax-at-Sea 
w n t r o l  and communications r e l ay .  Moxe than 80 hours were 
flown in  support  of t h e  exercise. 

During t h e  Latter paxt  of February, t h e  Black Eagles par- 
t i c i p a t e d  i n  EXERCISE MERLION 111. This  e x e r c i s e  wi th  Republic 
of Singapore f o r c e s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  experience fox most of  our  
ATDS crews with t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  Bssociated with l o c a t i n g  and 
s t r i k i n g  PT boat-sized t a r g e t s .  Dur success  was b e t t e r  charac- 
ker ized by a Singapore naval  o f f i c e r  who simply s t a t e d ,  "next 
t i m e  w e ' l l  go a f t e r  t h e  E-2 f i r s t ! "  

We completed t h e  month o f  January wi th  t h e  t r a n s i t  t o  and 
a i r  opera t ions  i n  t h e  Indian Ocean. These opera t ions  i n  t h e  
Indian Ocean continued u n t i l  18 February 1977. The Black 
Eagles were mainly tasked wi th  A E ~  during t h i s  t i m e  and were 
highly successfu l .  VAW-113 aixcrkw detec ted  two Sovie t  "May" 
a i r c r a f t  from Somalia a t  189 m i .  httempting a l o w  l e v e l  
approach t o  t h e  fo rce .  A r o u t i n e  i n t e r c e p t  by F-14 a i r c r a f t  
ensued. Our AEW e f f o r t s  were a l s o  ins t rumenta l  i n  e a r l y  detec- 
t i o n  of simulated s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  AVTG by t h e  I r a n i a n  A i r  
Force. 

The squadron spen t  f o u r  days i n p o r t  Mornbasa, Kenya and 
re turned  t o  t h e  Indian Ocean f o r  contingency opera t ions  during 
t h e  t ens ions  c rea ted  by Uganda's kefusa l  t o  permit  American 
c i t i z e n s  t o  depar t  Uganda. 



Contingency opera t ion  ended abd t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  t o  Subic 
Bay began on t h e  t h i r d  o f  March. The Black Eagles a r r i v e d  on 
13 March f o r  t h e i r  l a s t  i n p o r t  per iod i n  Subic and departed 
f o r  home on t h e  17th  of  March. T II e Black Eagles a r r i v e d  a t  
NAS Miramar on t h e  27th of  March and spen t  t h e  remaining t h r e e  
days of t h e  month i n  a post-deployment standdown. 

During Apr i l ,  t h e  sguadron continued i t s  post-deployment 
standdown and t h e  adjustment t o  shorebased operat ions.  Twenty 
one hours of  t r a i n i n g  missions anti a s a f e t y  standdawn on 15 
Apr i l  were t h e  squadrons main opebtations/safety commitments. 

The squadron e f f o r t s  i n  maintenance, s a f e t y  and t r a i n i n g  
i n  t h e  S O W  area continued normally through t h e  month of 
August. During t h i s  per iod ,  t h e  squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
t h r e e  ]major evolu t ions .  From 1 4  t o  17 June, t h e  Black Eagles 
providled c o n t r o l  f o r  VF-51, VF-1111, VF-302 and VAQ-33 during 
t h e  FEWSG Exercise. The exercise afforded E-2B aircxews t h e  
opportuni ty t o  observe t h e  e f f e c t s  of jamming on t h e  E-2B 
radar .  One sor t ie  w a s  flown on 2L June i n  support  of CNO's  
AEGIS p r o j e c t  and over 53 f l i g h t  hours were devoted t o  the  
support  of t h e  MOBILE SEA RANGE oE READIEX 4-77. 

On 31 June, t h e  Black Eagles w e r e  awarded t h e  B a t t l e  
Efficilency Award fox t h e  per iod  1 January 1976 t o  30 June 1977. 
This r~epxesents  t h e  second award s i n c e  VAW-113 was commissioned 
a s  a sguadron. The award is  based on t h e  evalua t ions  of t h e  
Operational Commander, t h e  Funct ional  Wing Commander and t h e  
Type Commander judging each u n i t s  performance i n  e x e r c i s e s ,  
in spec t ions ,  t r a i n i n g ,  opera t ing  procedures, management e f f e c t -  
i v e n e s , ~ ,  s a f e t y  record,  and t h e  shuadxon i n i t i a t i v e  and e f f e c t -  
iveness  i n  developing new t a c t i c s ,  accomplishing s p e c i a l  pro- 
j e c t s ,  and execut ing s p e c i a l  missions.  

During September, t h e  t r a i n i n g  e f f o r t  increased  i n  prepa- 
r a t i o n  fo r  t h e  1978 deployment. 

While deployed aboaxd US$ En te rp r i se  (CVN-65) during the  
per iod 9-16 September, t h e  Black bagles  success fu l ly  day and 
n i g h t  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i e d  t e n  of e leven p i l o t s .  From 19-23 
Septemlber, VAW-113 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i h  e x e r c i s e  Vars i ty  S p r i n t  as 
a u n i t  of  CVW-2 tasked t o  provide oppos i t ion  t o  USS K i t t y  Hawk 
and h e r  embarked A i r  Wing. VAW-113 provided s t r i k e  assist vec- 
t o r s  and l o g i c  information fox all. coordinated s t r i k e s ,  command, 
cont ro  1 and c o o ~ d i n a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  t o  COMORANGE and COMAIRORANGE , 
AEW i n  defense o f  San Clemente I s l a n d  and CAP con t ro l .  



October opera t ions  cons is ted  o f  normal SOCXL DIR/LINK/AIC 
t r a i n i n g  missions,  FEWSG coordindtion f l i g h t s  and a CVW-14 
weapons t r a i n i n g  deployment t o  Fql lan ,  Nevada. The squadron 
mainta~ined t w o  a i r c r a f t  and crew9 a t  NAS Fal lon  with a detach- 
ment of approximately 1 5  maintenwee personnel.  Although t h e  
ac tua l  task ing  w a s  g r e a t e r  than  i n i t i a l l y  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  VAW-113 
m e t  a l l  commitments. 

The pace quickened during t h e  months of November and Decem- 
be r  a s  VAW-113 continued preparaeions f o r  deployment. During 
November, t h e  squadron w a s  commiqted t o  HRAV, IWSR, and FCLP. 
December found t h e  Black Eagles drnbarked aboard USS Ente rp r i se  
from the  2nd t o  t h e  16 th  f o r  CVW-14 work-ups. During t h e  work- 
up per iod ,  the  Black Eagles p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  4 KOMAREX's, 4 
M I N E X ' s ,  FAA/.ALFA S t r i k e  coordinat ion missions,  2 SSSaX's  and 
1 WASEX. The tempo of these  exexlcises w a s  maintained a t  a 
r e l a t i v e l y  moderate l e v e l  t o  alldw for t h e  proper t r a i n i n g  of 
aircrews. A s  a r e s u l t ,  a l l  missions were completed with a high 
degree sf success.  Af ter  xetuxidg t o  NAS Mixamar, two Chr is t -  
mas leave  per iods  were authorized and many of t h e  o f f i c e r s  and 
men of VAW-113 a v a i l e d  themselves of t h e  opportuni ty for 
Christmas leave. 

The c l o s e  of t h e  year  marked t h e  Black Eagles '  f i f t h  con- 
s e c u t i v e  acc iden t  f r e e  year  of odera t ions .  The cumulative 
acc ident  f r e e  hour t o t a l  now s tands  a t  7578.2. 

Enclosure (2) 



CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY' WARNING SQUADRON 
ONE HUND32ED THIRTEEN 

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS - 1977  

JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

APRIL 

MAY 

JUNE 

I n p o r t  Subic 
Refresher CQ 
Exercise  WADIEX 
SCS 
Exercise  MERLION I11 
AIROPS Indian Ocean 

AOPS Indian Ocean 
Inpaxt  Mombasa, Kenya 
Contingency OPS, Ind i sn  Ocean 

Contingency OPS , IndiQn Ocean 
Enxoute Subic 
Inpoxt Subic 
T r a n s i t  CONUS 
Flyoff  t o  NAS Miramax 
Stand down 

I n p o r t  Miramax 
Safe ty  Standdown 
NAS Miramar Operations 

NAS Miramar Operations 

NAS Miramax Operations 
Aix Opexations SOCAL QP?LREA 
NAS Miramax Operation$ 
Exerc ise  CNO AEGIS PROJECT 
READIEX 4-77 



JULY 

0 1 - 3 1  NAS Miramax O p e r a t i o n s  

AUGUST 

01-07 NAS Miramax O p e r a t i o n s  
08-12 A i r  O p e r a t i o n s  F a l l o n  Nevada 
13-15 NAS Mixamax O p e r a t i o n s  
16-19 C a r r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  bOCRt O P m A  
19-31  NAS Miramax O p e r a t i o n s  

SEPTEMBER 

01-08 NAS Miramax O p e r a t i o n s  
09-16 Embarked aboard USS EN~ERPRISE 
17-18 N.AS Mixamas O p e r a t i o n s  
19-23 E x e r c i s e  V a x s i  t y  S p x i n k  
2 3- 30 NAS Miramax O p e r a t i o n s  

OCTOBER 

01-13  NAS Miramar O p e r a t i o n s  
14-21  AirOps F a l l a n  Nevada 
21-31  NAS Miramax O p e r a t i o n s  

NOVEMBER 

01-30 NAS Miramax O p e r a t i o n s  

DECEMBER 

0 1  NAS Miramax O p e r a t i o n s  
02-16 Embarked aboard USS ENTERPRISE, CVW-14 Work-ups 
17-31  NAS Mixmar O p e r a t i o n s  

E n c l o s u r e  ( 3)  
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