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CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WANING SQUADRON 
D E C L ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ m  ONE HUNDRED TH I~TEEN 

COMMAND HISTORY, 1976 

The year o f  1976 was one i n  which t h e  WORLD FAMOUS BLACK EAGLES o f  
VAN-113 would f i n d  both g rea t  chal lenge and g r a t i f y i n g  reward. The 
New Year found t h e  squadron home - based a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  Miramar, 
C a l i f o r n i a  under t h e  command of CDR W i l l  iatm H. Reed, J r .  The squadron I s  
Executive O f f i ce r  was CDR Bernard F. Lowry, J r .  Many t r a i n i n g  and opera- 
t i o n a l  requirements l a y  ahead o f  t he  squadpon dur ing  the  f i r s t  s i x  months 
o f  t h e  year i n  prepara t ion  f o r  t h e  scheduled W ESTPAC deployment aboard 
USS ENTERPIRISE (CVN-65) i n  l a t e  J u l y  as p a r t  o f  C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing FOURTEEN. 

The bui ld-ups comnenced i n  e a r l y  January f o r  a two week REFTRAICQ evo- 
l u t i o n .  Long hours o f  t r a i n i n g  pa id  o f f  as squadron personnel became WS 
q u a l i f i e d  i n  damage con t ro l  and i n  t h e i r  rh tes .  P i l o t s  who had n o t  landed 
aboard sh ip  f o r  several months demonstrated the1 r exper t i se  and profession- 
a l ism i n  a~ccumulating over 70 a r res ted  landings over  a f o u r  day per iod .  
As REFTRA concluded t h e  squadron once again c l ima t i zed  t o  ENTERPRISE, i t ' s  
home away from home, and had begun t o  e s t a b l i s h  i t ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  fo r  exce l -  
1 ence t h a t  was t o  mark i t ' s  endeavors f o r  t h e  upcoming year.  

Returning t o  Miramar f o r  t h e  remainder o f  January and t h e  f i r s t  two 
weeks of February, t h e  BLACK EAGLES cont inyed t o  hone t h e i r  s k i 1  1s by con- 
duct ing ex tens ive  FCLP and crew t r a i n i n g  missions. I n  con junc t ion  w i t h  
t h i s  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  squadron a1 so undertook several operat ional  commitments 
i nc lud ing  the MULTOTS exerc ise  w i t h  F l e e t  Combat D i r e c t i o n  Systems Support 
A c t i v i t y ,  P o i n t  Loma. F i n a l  acceptance of a newly reworked E-2B "Hawkeye" 
from the  Nilval A i r  Rework F a c i l i t y ,  Nor th  I s l a n d  was under way a t  t h i s  t ime, 
as w e l l  as prepara t ion  f o r  t h e  exchange o f  t he  l a s t  remaining holdover a i r -  
c r a f t  i n  tlhe squadron. Th is  f i n a l  exchange would take p lace i n  the  upcoming 
a t  sea pe r iod  and would complete the  squadron's t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  "Hawkeye" 
w i t h  the  improved Hami 1 ton  Standard propel  1 ers . L i k e  a1 1 o ther  per iods 
ashore t h i s  one was f i l l e d  w i t h  long hours o f  hard work and t h e  ever con- 
t inuous t r a i n i n g  requ i red  t o  make a u n i t  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  ready. 

La te  February found the  BLACK EAGLES back aboard the  "Big El' conduct ing 
c y c l i c  operat ions w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  CVW-14 i n  prepara t ion  f o r  upcoming exer- 
c i s e  VALIANT HERITAGE. VAW-113 a i rc rew proved they  were more than ready t o  
handle the  demands o f  Task Force Comnand and Cont ro l ,  AEW, AAW, SSSC, War- 
at-Sea, and S t r i k e  Con t ro l .  The squadron a l s o  had i t ' s  f i r s t  oppor tun i t y  
t o  work w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t  a d d i t i o n  t o  A i r  Wihg FOURTEEN, the  S-3A's of VS-29. 
The BLACK [EAGLES were proving t h e  E-20 as a v i a b l e  asset  t o  t h e  CV concept. 

During t h e  f i r s t  two weeks o f  March VAW-113 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  exerc ise  
VAL IANT HERITAGE, t h e  l a r g e s t  j o i n t  naval exerc ise  conducted i n  American 
waters s ince  World War 11. R e f l e c t i n g  i t ' s  usual outstanding maintenance 
e f f o r t  and a i rc rew s k i l l ,  t he  BLACK EAGLES met 100% of t h e i r  comniments 
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dur ing  the  exerc ise  w i t h  one hundred percent  f u l l  system capable a i r c r a f t .  
A l l  facets  o f  t h e  squadron, maintenance an4 opera t iona l ,  were p u t  t o  an 
extensive chal  1 enge and a1 1 hands responded w i t h  an excel l e n t  performance. 

Ashore a t  Miramar dur ing  l a t e  March and e a r l y  A p r i l ,  t h e  squadron 
devoted i t ' s  t ime and e f f o r t s ,  once again, t o  maintenance and t r a i n i n g .  
The BLACK EAGLES continued, however, t o  undertaRe opera t iona l  commitments 
w i t h  t h e  olperational eva luat ion  o f  t he  a i rborne ref ractometer  program, a 
j o i n t  exerc ise  w i t h  t h e  Nor th  American Defense Comnand, and f u r t h e r  task-  
i n g  from FCDSSA. As always when based ashore, VAN-113 f l e w  d a i l y  s o r t i e s  
i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  t h e  f i g h t e r  squadrons o f  CVW-14 (VF-1 "Wolfpack" and 
VF-2 "Bounty Hunters") main ta in ing  the  h igh  degree o f  readiness and p r o f  i a  

c iency requ i red  by a i r  c o n t r o l .  

La te  Apr i  1 and t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  May were once again devoted t o  a i r  
c y c l i c  operat ions aboard t h e  "Big El1. The at-sea pe r iod  concluded w i t h  
exerc ise  READIEX-76, t e s t i n g  t h e  task  f o r c e  and a i r  wing c a p a b i l i t i e s  i n  
a s e r i e s  o f  exerc ise  scenarios. The BLACK EAGLES again provided continuous 
a i rbo rne  serv ices  t o  the  e n t i r e  task  fo rce ,  implementing new concepts i n  
WAS EX and lSSSC Contro l  . As a r e s u l  t o f  t h e  experience gained through 
READIEX-76 and t h e  previous exercises, t h e  BLACK EAGLES expanded upon a 
c o n t i n u i  ng squadron e f f o r t  t o  upgrade t h e  weapons system o f  t h e  "Hawkeye .I1 

Among major suggest i  ons forwarded were t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  expanded secure 
vo ice  communication system c a p a b i l i t i e s  and an improved Mode I V  IFF 
u t i l i z a t i o n .  

The pace was t o  increase as t h e  squadron re turned t o  Miramar i n  l a t e  
May and e a r l y  June. Operations and t r a i n i n g  occupied much o f  t h e  time, as 
usual, b u t  t h e  squadron devoted ex t ra  e f f o r t  t o  NATOPS, r e c o g n i t i o n  t r a i n -  
ing ,  safet.y and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  programs f o r  t h e  upcoming Operat ional 
Readiness Evaluat ion.  The month o f  June a l so  saw t h e  BLACK EAGLES pass 
another m i  1 estone i n  t h e  squadron Is  h i s  t o r y  as t h e  5000th consecutive 
accident  f r e e  f l y i n g  hour was f lown.  It was a t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  conscient ious 
and p r a c t i c a l  approach taken t o  sa fe ty  by a l l  hands i n  an on going safety 
program t h a t  works. During t h i s  t ime frame t h e  squadron had completed i t s  
t u r n  around t r a i n i n g  p lan  and could l ook  forward t o  t h e  upcoming ORE one- 
hundred percent  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  ready. 

The remainder o f  June was occupied by t h e  l a s t  c c l i c  ops conducted i n  K t h e  SoCal oparea p r i o r  t o  deployment and was h i g h l i g  ted  by the  Operat ional 
Readiness Evaluat ion.  The BLACK EAGLES were prepared i n  a l l  areas a t t a i n -  
i n g  a f i n a l  o v e r a l l  grade o f  "HIGH OUTSTAN~ING", t h e  h ighes t  eva luat ion  i n  
t h e  a i r  wing. Long hours o f  e f f o r t  pa id  o f f  as VAN-113 proved i t  was ready 
t o  deploy as a f u l l y  opera t iona l  squadron w i t h  a w e l l  earned r e p u t a t i o n  of 
excel 1 ence and r e 1  i a b i  1 i ty . 

J u l y  brought t h e  POM and a w e l l  deserved r e s t  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and men 
of VAW-113. A l l  hands ava i l ed  themselves O f  t h e  oppor tun i t y  t o  s end t ime 7 w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and loved ones. Accrued leave was taken and a s t  minute 
personal a f f a i r s  were p u t  i n  order .  The major squadron e f f o r t  was d i rec ted  
a t  ensurinlg t h e  h ighest  poss ib le  s t a t e  o f  readiness o f  i t ' s  f ou r  E-2B 
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Hawkeye's" and packing up t o  move aboard ~NTERPRISE f o r  t h e  WESTPAC deploy- 
ment. 

On 30 Ju ly ,  VAN-113 l e f t  Alameda, C a l i f o r n i a  on i t ' s  f i f t h  consecutive 
deployment aboard USS ENTERPRISE (CVN-65). A f te r  a s h o r t  t r a n s i t  t o  the  
Hawaiian I s lands  and a s h o r t  pe r iod  i n - p o r t  Pearl Harbor, t h e  BLACK EAGLES 
conducted re f resher  landings aboard t h e  "B ig  E." Two "Nugget" p i l o t s  
received t lhe i r  i n i t i a l  n i g h t  c a r r i e r  qua1 i f  i c a t i o n s  and several days o f  
c y c l i c  ops were concluded p r i o r  t o  the  s h i p  depar t ing  f o r  Subic Bay, R.P.  
During t h e  t r a n s i t  t h e  BLACK EAGLES l e t  t h e i r  va lue t o  the  task  fo rce  be 
known i m e l d i a t e l y  as they success fu l l y  detected S o v i e t  TU-95 "Bear" a i r -  
c r a f t  and  controlled i n t e r c e p t  t o  them p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  o v e r f l y i n g  ENTERPRISE 
The month of August was drawing t o  a c lose  as t h e  squadron found i t s e l f  i n  
t h e  Phi l ip lp ine oparea. 

Septemlber opened immediately w i t h  t h e  BLACK EAGLES and CVW-14 invo lved 
i n  exercisle INCHOPEX-76, COMSEVENTHFLT I s  f i r s t  1 ook a t  t h e  ENTERPRISE/CVW- 
14 Team and a t e s t  o f  t h e  m e t t l e  o f  t h e  BLACK EAGLES. Once again t h e  BLACK 
EAGLES 1 ived up t o  t h e i r  repu ta t i ons  by p rov id ing  f u l l y  operat ional  a i rbo rne  
coverage f o r  a l l  f a c e t s  o f  t h e  exerc ise.  Accomplishing t h e  d i f f i c u l t  had 
become t h e  "normal mode o f  opera t ion"  f o r  VAN-113. A t  t h e  completion o f  
INCHOPEX, YAW-113 spent a twenty day pe r iod  i n  Subic Bay, performing much 
needed mai~ntenance upon i t ' s  a i r c r a f t  and weathering t h e  t r o p i c a l  monsoon 
season. Tlhe l a s t  week o f  September was devoted t o  f u r t h e r  operat ions aboard 
ENTERPRISE i n  t h e  South China sea  o p a r e a .  

The month o f  September was a h i s t o r i c  one f o r  t h e  AEW comnunity, and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  t h e  BLACK EAGLES. On 21 $eptmber ,  t h e  BLACK EAGLES rece ived 
n o t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  they had been selected t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  f i r s t  "CNO AEW 
EXCELLENCE AWARD". VAN-113 was recognized as the  f i n e s t  Ai rborne Ear ly  
Warning Squadron i n  t h e  e n t i r e  U.S. Navy. The award and at tendant  t rophy 
was presented t o  CDR M. L. McCul lough, a former VAN-113 Commanding O f f i c e r  , 
a t  t h e  annual Tai lhook Convention i n  Las Vegas. The o f f i c e r s  and men of 
VAN-113 c o ~ ~ l d  fee l  j u s t i f i a b l y  proud t h a t  they  had been chosen f o r  such an 
important  award. 

Octobel- and the  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  November took t h e  BLACK EAGLES south t o  
A u s t r a l i a  i n  exerc ise  KANGAROO 11. T h i s  1 lne-per iod  proved t o  be one o f  t he  
longest  of t he  c ru i se ,  b u t  a1 so one o f  t h e  most rewarding. Valuable t r a i n -  
i n g  was accom l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  exercise, and t h e  squadron was g iven t h e  oppor- 
t u n i t y  t o  wor f: w i t h  t h e  Royal A u s t r a l i a n  A i r  Force and Navy. A most enjoy- 
a b l e  f i v e   days o f  1 i b e r t y  was spent i n  Hobart, Tasmania. The BLACK EAGLES 
were soon convinced t h a t  Hobart i s  t h e  bes t  "1 i b e r t y "  i n  WESTPAC. The c i t i -  
zens o f  Tasmania proved t o  be most r e c i p i e n t  hosts and many BLACK EAGLES 
were taken i n t o  t h e i r  homes and 1 i f e  long f r f  endships resu l ted .  I n  r e t r o -  
spect, exerc ise  KANGAROO I 1  and t h e  t r i p  t o  Hobart a r e  considered t o  be one 
of t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  1976 by t h e  BLACK EAGLES. VAN-113 demonstrated t o  t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n  A i r  Force and Navy what t h e  r e s t  o f  CVW-14 a l ready knew -- t h e  
AEW i s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  a C a r r i e r  S t r i k i n g  Force. On 25 October dur ing  
ceremonies conducted i n  t h e  fo recast1  e o f  tNTERPRIS E, CDR Bernard F. LOWRY, 
Jr. re l iev led  CDR Wi l l i am H. Reed, J r .  as Cemnanding O f f i c e r  o f  VAW-113. 
The squadr~on a l s o  welcomed aboard i t ' s  new Executive O f f i c e r ,  LCDR Don E. 
B a l l  ard . 
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A f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Subic Bay i n  l a t e  Noverrlber t h e  BLACK EAGLES, aboard 
ENTERPRISE:, made a s h o r t  v i s i t  t o  Hong Konig. Several squadron members 
took advantage o f  t h i s  t ime t o  meet t h e i r  wives i n  Hong Kong and en joy  
a l l  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n s  f o r  which t h e  c i t y  i s  noted. 

Most o f  December was spent i n  p o r t  i n  Subic Bay, w h i l e  t h e  "Big El1 
underwent some repa i r s  by t h e  Sh ip  Repair F a c i l i t y ,  Subic Bay. Even 
w h i l e  prepar ing fo r  an upcoming cor ross ion inspect ion ,  t h e  BLACK EAGLES 
continued t o  f l y  d i a l y  t r a i n i n g  s o r t i e s  o u t  o f  NAS Cubi Po in t .  When 
Christmas came t h e  BLACK EAGLES were back a t  sea, p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  
exerc ise MIULTIPLEX 1-77, f u r t h e r  t e s t i n g  tlhe c a p a b i l i t i e s  and readiness 
o f  t h e  squadron. The performace o f  t h e  sq~uadron dur ing  t h i s  exerc ise  
remained a t  t h e  same l e v e l  as i t  had throughout t h e  e n t i r e  year.  New 
Year 's  Eve 1976 was spent i n  Subic Bay. 

1976 was a good year f o r  t h e  BLACK EAGLES o f  VAN-113. The squadron 
met a l l  ch~al lenges and responded i n  a mannler t h a t  earned i t  t h e  t i t l e  of 
"The bes t  VAN Squadron i n  t h e  U .S. Navy". The f o l l o w i n g  year holds oppor- 
t u n i t y  o f  a repeat  performance. The BLACK EAGLES accept t h a t  chal lenge. 
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197 6 COMMAND lH I STORY 
CARRIER AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON 

ONE HUNDRED THIRTEEN 

TYPE AIRCIWFT : E-2B 
HOME STATION : N a v a l  A i r  S t a t i o n  M i r a m a r ,  S a n  D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a  
DEPLOYED ABOARD: USS ENTERPRISE (CVN-65) 
OPERATIONP,L COMMANDER: Commander C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing FOURTEEN ( D e p l  o y e d )  

Comnander  F i g h t e r  A i r b o r n e  E a r l y  W a r n i n g  Wing ,  
U . S. P a c i f i c  F l  ee l t  ( N o n - d e p l  o y e d )  

COMMANDING OFFICER: 

01 JAN 7 6  - 2 5  OCT 7 6  
2 5  OCT' 7 6  - 31 DEC 7 6  

EXECUTIVE OFFICER: 

01 JAN 7 6  - 2 5  OCT 7 6  
2 5  OCT 7 6  - 3 1  DEC 7 6  

OFFICERS : 

LCDR DAN W. KRUEGER 
LCDR KEN D. DENBOW 
LCDR DAN E. BIENLIEN 
LCDR JOHN E. KOHLER 
LCDR AL R. WALKER 
LCDR DON E. COVINGTON 
L T  M I K E  C. MONTANARI 
LT  JOHIN H. MCLAIN 
L T  BRUCE L.  TURNER 
LT  PAUL R. GADDIE 
LT  JERRY D. HASER 
L T  JOHN P. WRYNN 
L T  DENW I S  R. FERRELL 
L T  BOB J . PEARSON 

L T  JACK E. WILSON 

CDR WILL IAM H.  REED, JR. 
CDR BERNARD F. LOWRY, JR . 

CDR BERNARD F .  LOWRY, JR. 
LCDR DON E. BALLARD 

L T  MIKE N. SCHWARTZ 
L T  CHARLES P. P H I L L I P S  
L T  CHRIS J. REMSHAK 
L T  RON A.  WILEY 
L T  ART J. ARSENAULT 
LTJG ED M. KEAZIRIAN 
LTJG MIKE R. COOPER 
LTJG BOB K.  FERGUSON 
LTJG JOHN G . GAINES 
LTJG RICH L .  STANDAGE 
LTJG JAMES R. NEFF 
LTJG FRANK N. CLARK 
ENS STEFAN L.  SMOLSKI 
ENS MIKE H. FULLER 
6WO JERRY HARRISON 

HOURS FLOWN: 1716.7 
CARRIER LANDINGS : 5 5 2  
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CARRIER A 1  RBORNE EARLY WARNING SQUADRON 
ONE HUNDRED THIRTEEN 

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS - 1976 

JANUARY 

01-06 NAS Miramar Operations 
06-18 REFTRA/CQ SoCal Oparea 
18-31 NAS Miramar Operations 

FEBRUARY 

01-18 Exercise MULTOTS (Miramar) / NAS Miramar Operations 
18-27 A i r  Operations SoCal Oparea 
28 I n - p o r t  San Diego 

MARCH 

01-02 I n - p o r t  San Diego 
03-13 Exerc ise VALIANT HERITAGE SoCal Oparea 
14-30 NAS Miramar Operations 

APRIL 

01-26 NAS Miramar Operations 
27-30 A i r  Operations SoCal Oparea 

MAY 

01-18 A i r  Operations SoCal Oparea 
18-31 NAS Miramar Operations 

JUNE 

01-07 NAS Miramar Operations/5000 Accident  f r e e  f l y i n g  hours 
M i  1 estone 

07-16 A i r  Operations SoCal Oparea 
17-19 Operat ional Readiness Evaluat ion 
20-31 A i r  Operations SoCal Oparea 

JULY 

POM 



AUGUST 

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS ( Cont'd ) 

01-04 T r a n s i t  Hawaii Oparea 
05 Day/Night C Q 
06 I n - p o r t  Pearl Harbor 
07-09 A i r  Operations ( Exercise COMPUf EX 1-77) 
10- 12 I n - p o r t  Pearl  Harbor 
13-15 A i r  Operations (Exerc ise COMPUTEX 1-77) 
16 I n - p o r t  Pearl  Harbor 
17-31 T r a n s i t  W ESTPAC 

S EPT EMB ER 

01-05 INCHOPEX 
06-24 IN-po r t  Subic Bay 
25-30 A i r  Operations SCS/Phil i p p i n e  Sea 

OCTOBER 

01-11 A i r  Operations Phi 1 ippine/Coral/Tasman Seas 
12-25 Exerc ise KANGAROO I1  
25 CDR Bernard F. Lowry, J r .  r e l i e v e d  CDR W i l l i a m  H. Reed, J r .  

as Comnanding O f f i c e r  o f  VAW-113 
26-28 A i r  Operat ions/Transi t t o  Hobapt, Tasmania 
29-31 I n - p o r t  Hobart, Tasmania 

NOVEMBER 

01-05 I n - p o r t  Hobart ,. Tasmania 
06-21 A i r  Operations Tasman/Coral/South China Sea; 
22-27 I n - p o r t  Subic Bay 
28 Enroute Hong Kong 
29-30 In -po r t  Hong Kong 

D EC EMBER 

01 -03 I n - p o r t  Hong Kong 
0 4 Enroute Subic Bay 
05-14 I n - p o r t  Subic Bay 
15-17 A i r  Operations South China Sea 
29-3 1 ' I h - p o r t  Subic Bay 

DECLASSIFIED 


