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1989 COMMAND HISTORY FOR HELMINERON FOURTEEN (HM-14) 

HM-14 i s  ass igned  t o  Hel icopter  T a c t i c a l  Wing ONE a t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  (NAS), 
Norfolk, V i rg in i a .  The "Vanguard" i s  capable of r a p i d  deployment and can 
ope ra t e  from e i t h e r  a v i a t i o n  capable  v e s s e l s  o r  shore  bases  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i ts  
primary mission of Airborne Mine Countermeasures (AMCM). CDR W. D. Stewart  and 
CDR W. G. Arnold w e r e  t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  year  1989. HM-14 is  
based a t  NAS Norfolk, V i rg in i a  and f l i e s  t h e  Sikorsky RA-53D h e l i c o p t e r  b u t  has  
begun t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Sikorsky MH-53E. 

January 

25 - Received A i r c r a f t  Material Condition Inspec t ion  ( A M C I ) .  

February 

27-28 - Received Secur i ty  Program Inspec t ion .  

March 

10 - Change of command from CDR W. D. Stewart  t o  CDR W. G .  Arnold. 

12-17 - Conducted MK-105 o p e r a t i o n s  aboard USS GUAM (LPH-9). 

29 - COMNAVAIRLANT Maintenance Management Advisory Team Audit. 

A p r i l  

17-30 - P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Exercise  "LANTCOOPEX 1-89," P o r t  Canaveral,  F lo r ida .  

9 - Took d e l i v e r y  of Sikorsky MH-53E, BUNO 163053, (540) .  

June 

5-8 - Conducted MK-105 opera t ions  aboard USS NASHVILLE (LPD-13). 

J u l y  

13  - Took d e l i v e r y  of Sikorsky MH-53E, BUNO 163054, (541) .  

27 - Received A i r c r a f t  Ma te r i a l  Condition Inspec t ion .  

10-13 - Supported "Am school  recru i t ing / Indoc ,  Memphis, Tennessee wi th  s t a t i c  
d i sp l ay .  

11 - Supported Sikorsky 50th Anniversary A i r  Show Bridgeport ,  Connect icut  
wi th  s t a t i c  d i sp l ay .  

19-23 - P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Exercise  "FLEETEX 4-89" i n  Norfolk, V i rg in i a .  

Encl (1) 
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September 

4  - Supported s t a t e  of Maine A i r  Show i n  Brunswick, Maine. 

1 9  - Took d e l i v e r y  of S ikorsky  MH-53E, BUNO 163055, (542) .  

19-29 - P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Exe rc i s e  " F i r s t  S h i e l d  89" i n  Lakehurs t ,  New J e r s e y .  

October 

1 3  - Took d e l i v e r y  of S ikorsky  MH-53E, BUNO 163056, ( 5 4 3 ) .  

November 

1 - Supported NHA Gulf Coast  F ly - i n ,  Mi l ton ,  F l o r i d a  w i t h  a s t a t i c  d i s p l a y .  

27-30 - AN/ALQ-141 t r a i n i n g  detachment i n  F o r t  Lauderda le ,  F l o r i d a .  

December 

1-17 - AN/ALQ-141 t r a i n i n g  detachment i n  F o r t  Lauderdale ,  F l o r i d a .  

20 - Took d e l i v e r y  of S ikorsky  MH-53E BUNO 163057, ( 544 ) .  
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

January 

Squadron prepared f o r  A i r c r a f t  Ma te r i a l  I n spec t ion  ( A M C I )  and rece ived  a grade  
of  ou ts tanding .  S p e c i f i c  comment by Wing command was "keep up t h e  good work." 

February 

Squadron prepared f o r  S e c u r i t y  Program Inspec t ion  and rece ived  a grade o f  
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

March 

J u s t  a f t e r  t h e  change of command, HM-14 conducted s u s t a i n e d  MK-105 LPH launch 
and recovery o p e r a t i o n s  aboard USS GUAM (LPH-9) main ta in ing  command r ead ines s  
f o r  a l l  a i rc rew,  MCM and T a c t i c s  personnel .  Af t e r  r e t u r n  from GUAM, HM-14 
completed t h e  COMNAVAIRLANT Maintenance Management Advisory Team Audit  w i th  no 
d i sc r epanc i e s  found. 

A p r i l  

Deployed t o  P o r t  Canaveral,  F lo r ida  f o r  a major e x e r c i s e  involv ing  AMCM, SMCM, 
EOD, SPECWAR, USMC, USCG and COMSUBLANT submarine a s s e t s .  HM-14 and SMCM 
a s s e t s  conducted combined mine hunt ing  and mine sweeping ope ra t i ons .  

May 

HM-14 r e tu rned  from P o r t  Canaveral ,  F lo r ida  a t  t h e  completion of LANTCOOPEX 1- 
89 and rece ived  a Letter of Commendation from VADM Bacon, COMSUBLANT, and a 
L e t t e r  of Commendation from COMINEDIV 126 f o r  ou t s t and ing  performance. Began 
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  new Sikorsky MH-53E w i t h  d e l i v e r y  of BUN0 163053, t h e  f i r s t  
of 12 a i r c r a f t  t o  be  rece ived  over  an 18 month per iod .  

June 

Conducted MK-105 LPD w e l l  deck launch t r a i n i n g  aboard USS NASHVILLE (LPD-13) 
f o r  a l l  launch crews and a i r c r e w  t o  main ta in  cont ingency deployment c a p a b i l i t y  
and r ead ines s .  

July 

Af te r  t ak ing  d e l i v e r y  of a i r c r a f t  163054, HM-14 rece ived  another  A i r c r a f t  
Ma te r i a l  Condi t ion In spec t ion  ach i ev ing  a grade o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

August 

I n  support  of FLEETEX 4-89, HM-14 w a s  i n s t rumen ta l  i n  t e s t i n g  a new device  t h a t  
measured t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  our  i n f luence  mine sweeping and a s se s sed  t h e  
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p r o b a b i l i t y  of damage t o  su r f ace  and a i rbo rne  minesweeping u n i t s .  This  
exe rc i se  helped HM-14 t o  i nc rease  command deployment r ead ines s  by provid ing  
r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  f o r  a ircrew,  b o a t  and MK-105 launch personnel .  

September 

Af te r  r ece iv ing  t h e  t h i r d  new MH-53E (1630551, HM-14 deployed t o  Lakehurst ,  New 
J e r s e y  f o r  Exerc ise  " F i r s t  Shie ld  89." AN/AQS-14 o p e r a t i o n s  dominated t h i s  
exe rc i se  wi th  s t r o n g  emphasis p laced  on t h e  ope ra t ion  of t h e  P rec i se  Navigation 
System. Exce l l en t  r e s u l t s  were ob ta ined  and p o s t  mission a n a l y s i s  determined 
t h a t  HM-14 loca t ed  most of t h e  e x e r c i s e  mines. A L e t t e r  of Appreciat ion was 
rece ived  from RADM Rybacki, USCG. 

October 

While t ak ing  d e l i v e r y  of MH-53E 163056, HM-14 began prepar ing  f o r  t h e  AN/ALQ- 
141  detachment t o  F o r t  Lauderdale,  F lo r ida .  

November -December 

Detached t o  Fo r t  Lauderdale,  F lo r ida  f o r  i n i t i a l  and r e - q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
t a c t i c a l  employment of t h e  AN/ALQ-141 mine sweeping system f o r  36 p i l o t s  and 51 
aircrewman. HM-14 is  t h e  on ly  HM squadron q u a l i f i e d  i n  t h e  141 system and i t s  
t a c t i c a l  employment. Received MH-53E 163057 a t  t h e  end of December. 


