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COHMAND HISTORY 1986 

JANUARY 

USS WHIDBEY ISLAND (LSD-41) s t a r t e d  1986 moored t o  N.E. F l o a t i n g  
P i e r ,  Metro Machine S h i p y a r d ,  N o r f o l k ,  VA i n  company w i t h  USS 
C h a r l e s t o n ,  U S S  S y l v a n i a ,  USS S p a r t a n b u r g  County and U S S  T r u e t t .  The 
f i r s t  t w o  w e e k s  o f  J a n u a r y  were s p e n t  i n  Metro Machine S h i p y a r d  
c o n d u c t i n g  PSA work  and crew t r a i n i n g .  The crew conducted  e x t e n s i v e  
t r a i n i n g  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  d rydock ing  t h a t  commenced on t h e  1 5 t h  o f  
J a n u a r y .  The days  p r i o r  to  t h e  1 5 t h  were s p e n t  c a t c h i n g  up w i t h  crew 
m e d i c a l  needs  i n c l u d i n g  audiograms and d e n t a l  appo in tmen t s .  T r a i n i n g  
s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  e lec t r ica l  s a f e t y ,  G e n e r a l  DC, drydock s a f e t y  and in -  
r a t e  t r a i n i n g .  A t  0730, 1 5  J a n u a r y ,  USS  Whidbey I s l a n d  was underway 
f o r  d rydock ing  f o r  a n  underwater  h u l l  i n s p e c t i o n  and r e p a i r s  f o l l o w i n g  
Shock Tr ia l s .  The movement from N.E. F l o a t i n g  P i e r  t o  Metro f l o a t i n g  
drydock was conducted  w i t h  o n l y  t h e  s h i p ' s  g e n e r a t o r s  r u n n i n g ;  mot ive  
power b e i n g  s u p p l i e d  by t u g b o a t s .  Once i n  d rydock ,  t h e  h u l l  
i n s p e c t i o n  commenced. The h u l l  i n s p e c t i o n  conf i rmed  v a r i o u s  damage 
from t h e  Shock T e s t :  D i sh ing  was d i s c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  bulbous  bow, t h e  
most s e r i o u s  damage. The 1 6 t h  and 1 7 t h  o f  J a n u a r y  were f i l l e d  w i t h  
t r a i n i n g  and p r o g r e s s  mee t ings .  1 7  J a n u a r y  marked 50% c o m p l e t i o n  f o r  
a l l  Metro jobs .  Whidbey I s l a n d  s p e n t  t h e  remainder  o f  t h e  month o f  
J a n u a r y  i n  d r y  dock. Major jobs  accompl ished  d u r i n g  d r y  dock were 
h u l l  i n s p e c t i o n ,  s a n d  b l a s t i n g  , s h a f  t , ing and p r o p e l l e r  i n s p e c  t i o n  and 
h u l l  p a i n t i n g .  D a i l y  work i n  d r y  dock was c o m p l i c a t e d  due  to  l o w  
t e m p e r a t u r e s  which formed ice on t h e  drydock and caused  loss o f  
f i r e m a i n  p r e s s u r e  on numerous o c c a s i o n s .  P a i n t i n g  o f  t h e  h u l l  was 
a lso pos tponed d u e  to l o w  t e m p e r a t u r e s  and h i g h  humid i ty .  On 27 
J a n u a r y ,  a  T e c h n i c a l  A v i a t i o n  A s s i s t  Team a r r i v e d  f o r  a week l o n g  
v i s i t  t o  i n s p e c t  and assess t h e  a v i a t i o n  r e a d i n e s s  of  t h e  s h i p .  Areas  
c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  i n c l u d e d  f l i g h t  deck  material c o n d i t i o n ,  
f u e l i n g  s y s t e m  i n t e g r i t y ,  crew t r a i n i n g  and PSA p r o g r e s s .  The month 
of  J a n u a r y  came to  a close amid a  h a z e  o f  s a n d  b l a s t i n g  g r i t  and a  
crew working h a r d  to  f i n i s h  PSA on t i m e .  
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FEBRUARY 

F e b r u a r y  commenced w i t h  USS Whidbey I s l a n d  i n  drydock a t  Metro 
Machine S h i p y a r d .  Undocking of  t h e  s h i p  was i n  q u e s t i o n  due  to  
wea the r  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e c l u d i n g  t h e  p a i n t i n g  o f  t h e  h u l l .  FCCS(SW) 
G r e g o i r e  became t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  on USS Whidbey I s l a n d  t o  become ESWS 
q u a l i f i e d .  The f i r s t  f o u r  days  o f  F e b r u a r y  were s p e n t  s p e c u l a t i n g  
a b o u t  h u l l  p a i n t i n g  i n  o r d e r  to  undock. On 5 F e b r u a r y  a Communica- 
t i o n s  A s s i s t a n c e  Team a r r i v e d  f o r  i n t e n s i v e  RM t r a i n i n g ;  p l a n s  a l s o  
commenced f o r  PHIBREFTRA agendas .  F e b r u a r y  6 was composed o f  mee t ings  
on combat s y s t e m s  p r o g r e s s  and f a s t  c r u i s e  agendas .  B a l l a s t  and F u e l  
t a n k s  were comple ted  and c l o s e d  o u t  on F e b r u a r y  7. On 10  F e b r u a r y  t h e  
s h i p  marked its f i r s t  b i r t h d a y  and comple ted  one  y e a r  i n  commissioned 
s e r v i c e ;  ce remonies  were conduc ted  on t h e  messdecks i n c l u d i n g  c u t t i n g  
a  b i r t h d a y  cake .  HTC R a w l s  became t h e  second  member o f  Whidbey I s l a n d  
crew to  be ESWS q u a l i f i e d .  The r emainder  o f  t h e  week o f  10-17 
F e b r u a r y  was s p e n t  t r a i n i n g ,  l o a d i n g  stores and keep ing  an  e y e  on t h e  
wea the r  to  allow p a i n t i n g  of  t h e  h u l l .  P a i n t i n g  o f  t h e  h u l l  was 
comple ted  o v e r  t h e  weekend i n  o r d e r  to  allow undocking on t h e  morning 
o f  1 7  Februa ry .  The s h i p  was f l o a t e d  and towed by t u g s  to  t h e  w e s t  
s l i p  o f  Metro Machine S h i p y a r d .  With t h e  s h i p  back i n  t h e  w a t e r ,  t h e  
A v i a t i o n  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  commenced. A v i a t i o n  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  
th rough  t h e  week o f  17-21 F e b r u a r y  w i t h  t h e  crew a l s o  making 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  dock t r i a l s ,  f a s t  c r u i s e  and g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s  on  21  
Februa ry .  The weekend o f  22-23 F e b r u a r y  was s p e n t  making f i n a l  
equipment  checks  and s e c u r e  f o r  sea r e p o r t s .  On Sunday, 23 F e b r u a r y ,  
t h e  underway check  s h e e t  was s t a r t e d .  Monday morning,  24 Februa ry ,  
USS Whidbey I s l a n d  was underway from Metro Machine S h i p y a r d  under  h e r  
own power t o  commence sea t r i a l s  a f t e r  a  P o s t  Shakedown A v a i l a b i l i t y  
w i t h  42 c i v i l i a n  t e c h n i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  embarked. Whidbey I s l a n d  
p roceeded  d i r e c t l y  from Metro to sea to  commence main' e n g i n e  b reak- in  
on t h e  24 th .  The 2 5 t h  o f  F e b r u a r y  was s p e n t  c a l i b r a t i n g  r a d a r s ,  CIWS 
t r a c k i n g ,  coun te rmeasure  washdown c h e c k s ,  abandon s h i p  d r i l l s  and 
d a i l y  GTMO t r a i n i n g .  Tuesday,  F e b r u a r y  26 marked t h e  f i r s t  underway 
g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  crew i n  3 months. On t h e  n i g h t  o f  F e b r u a r y  
26, E n g i n e e r i n g  commenced a  f o u r  hour  f u l l  power run .  Underway 
t r a i n i n g  c o n t i n u e d  on t h e  2 7 t h ;  however, problems deve loped  d u r i n g  t h e  
f i n a l  hour  of t h e  f u l l  power r u n  w i t h  r e d u c t i o n  b e a r i n g  t e m p e r a t u r e s  
r i s i n g .  The f u l l  power r u n  was d i s c o n t i n u e d  on t h e  2 7 t h  to  be  re- 
e v a l u a t e d  by C o l t ,  Lockheed and Metro T e c h n i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  On 
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of  F e b r u a r y  27, Whidbey I s l a n d  anchored  a t  LA-1 and 
t e s t e d  t h e  b a l l a s t  g e a r  and a n c h o r i n g  equipment .  Upon g e t t i n g  
underway from anchorage  Whidbey I s l a n d  moored a t  Quaywal l  E a s t ,  NAB 
L i t t l e  Creek VA on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  27 F e b r u a r y  1986. The l a s t  day  of  
F e b r u a r y  was s p e n t  r e v i e w i n g  sea t r i a l s  d a t a  and r e t r i e v i n g  v e h i c l e s  
f rom Metro S h i p y a r d .  
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MARCH 

The f i r s t  t w o  days  i n  March were s p e n t  c o n d u c t i n g  b a s i c  house  
c l e a n i n g  aboard  Whidbey I s l a n d .  Monday, March 3 r d  s t a r t e d  w i t h  EOSS 
C o n f i g u r a t i o n  Checks to  v e r i f y  changes  made by t h e  s h i p y a r d  to v a r i o u s  
p i e c e s  o f  machinery.  EOSS Checks c o n t i n u e d  a l l  week. Deck f o r c e  
commenced a week l o n g  s h i p  p a i n t  o u t .  The i n p o r t  p e r i o d  of  3-9 March 
was h i g h l i g h t e d  by a P o s t a l  A s s i s t  V i s i t ,  JP5  f u e l  o n l o a d ,  l u b e  o i l  
o n l o a d ,  b e r t h  s h i f t i n g ,  ammo o n l o a d ,  Med ica l  A s s i s t  V i s i t  and a f u e l  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  o f  A v i a t i o n  C e r t i f i c a t i o n .  
COMPHIBGRU TWO v i s i t e d  t h e  s h i p  on Thursday ,  March 6. Fo l lowing  t h e  
i n p o r t  week, 10 March marked t h e  s t a r t  o f  more underway t i m e  f o r  
Whidbey I s l a n d .  Monday's underway p e r i o d  i n  t h e  VACAPES OPAREA was 
f i l l e d  w i t h  t r a i n i n g  which i n c l u d e d  l o w  v i s i b i l i t y  r u n s ,  r a d a r  
c a l i b r a t i o n ,  CIWS t r a c k i n g  e x e r c i s e s ,  g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s ,  ESWS t r a i n i n g  
and a NBC/NUDET e x e r c i s e .  Tuesday,  March 1 1 t h  moved i n t o  E n g i n e e r i n g  
BECCES, UNREP w i t h  USS Savannah and C a s u a l t y  Power t r a i n i n g .  
Wednesday, March 1 2 ,  Whidbey I s l a n d  per formed an  UNREP e v o l u t i o n  w i t h  
USS Dahlgren  and conduc ted  BECCES. 1 3  March, Whidbey Is l a n d  conduc ted  
w e l l  deck  and h e l o  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  LA-4. 14 March, 
Whidbey I s l a n d  conc luded  BECCES and w e l l  deck o p e r a t i o n s  and p roceeded  
i n t o  p o r t  a t  L i t t l e  Creek ,  VA. S a t u r d a y  and Sunday (March 15-16) were 
days  s p e n t  g i v i n g  t h e  crew a we l l -dese rved  rest. March 17-21 was 
s p e n t  i n p o r t  L i t t l e  Creek p l a n n i n g  to  deperm, r e c e i v e  a  Food S e r v i c e  
A s s i s t ,  r e f u e l ,  and c o n d u c t  TRE-Review and s h i p b o a r d  t r a i n i n g .  22-23 
March were days  used to  make l a s t  minu te  p l a n s  f o r  deperming.  Monday, 
24 March, Whidbey I s l a n d  was underway f o r  t h e  Deperming C r i b .  
Deperming was a v e r y  d e l i c a t e  o p e r a t i o n  conduc ted  from 24-28 March 
i n v o l v i n g  t h e  whole crew to  p u l l  v e r y  heavy e l e c t r i c a l  c a b l e s  up and 
around t h e  s h i p .  The s h i p  was t h e n  cha rged  w i t h  e l e c t r i c i t y  i n  o r d e r  
t o  r e d u c e  t h e  s h i p ' s  magne t i c  s i g n a t u r e .  L a t e r ,  t h e r e  was g e n e r a l  
agreement  t h a t  t h e  j o b  was " p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  done".  28 March, t h e  s h i p  
l e f t  t h e  Deperming C r i b  on t h e  E l i z a b e t h  R i v e r  and r e t u r n e d  t o  NAB 
L i t t l e  Creek .  F r i d a y ,  March 29, was s p e n t  r e t r i e v i n g  c a r s  f rom t h e  
Scope  C e n t e r  and r e e n l i s t i n g  EM1 Lewel len .  March 29-30 were s p e n t  as 
we l l -dese rved  days  of  rest  f o r  E a s t e r .  March came to  a close w i t h  t h e  
SMI V i s i t ,  ammo o n l o a d  and s e c u r i t y  overv iew.  
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The f i r s t  week o f  A p r i l  began w i t h  a busy workload w i t h  t h e  
T r a i n i n g  Read iness  Examinat ion ,  P o s t a l  I n s p e c t i o n  c o n t i n u i n g  and 
audiograms.  The TRE o n l y  l a s t e d  t w o  days .  A p r i l  1-2 a t t e s t e d  to  t h e  
s h i p ' s  o u t s t a n d i n g  m a t e r i a l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  r e a d i n e s s .  
PHIBTRE commenced on 3-4 A p r i l  w i t h  o u t s  t a n d i n g  r e s u l t s .  Whidbey 
I s l a n d ' s  we igh t  room was o f f i c i a l l y  opened f o r  crew usage  on 4  A p r i l  
f o l l o w i n g  a Metro S h i p y a r d  o v e r h a u l  of  t h e  s h i p ' s  B r i g .  The week o f  
7-10 A p r i l  was s p e n t  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  Panama C i t y  which i n v o l v e d  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g :  LCAC i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  o n l o a d ,  o n l o a d  Marine v e h i c l e s  and 
mass c a s u a l t y  b r i e f s .  GTMO p r e p s  were also conduc ted  by t h e  CPR-10 
ERAT rev iewing  ECCTT and DCTT members. With a l l  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  and 
Marine v e h i c l e s  a b o a r d ,  Whidbey I s l a n d  l e f t  NAB L i t t l e  C r e e k  on  11 
A p r i l  i n  t r a n s i t  t o  Panama C i t y  f o r  LCAC O p e r a t i o n s .  11 A p r i l  was 
also used t o  t r a i n  i n  p i l o t i n g  by g y r o ,  l o w  v i s i b i l i t y  and f l i g h t  
o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  p e r s o n n e l  t r a n s f e r .  Whidbey I s l a n d  t r a n s i t e d  from 
L i t t l e  Creek to  Panama C i t y  from 11 A p r i l  to  1 5  A p r i l  and conduc ted  
numerous d r i l l s  and t r a i n i n g  to  i n c l u d e :  g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s ,  man 
o v e r b o a r d ,  abandon s h i p ,  emergency d e s t r u c t i o n ,  communicat ion d r i l l s ,  
a t  sea f i r e  d r i l l s ,  PUBEXS, BECCES, EMCON and i n - r a t e  t r a i n i n g .  COLT 
Tech Reps worked round t h e  clock i n  b a l a n c i n g  1 A  and 1 B  main p r o p u l -  
s i o n  d i e s e l  e n g i n e s .  15 A p r i l  b r o u g h t  Whidbey I s l a n d  n a v i g a t i n g  t h e  
t o r t u o u s  c h a n n e l  i n  S t .  Andrews Bay to  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  P o r t  o f  Panama 
C i t y  s o u t h  end West Quaywall .  1 5  A p r i l  also commenced CRAMLL l o a d o u t .  
Whidbey I s l a n d  s p e n t  15-20 A p r i l  i n p o r t  Panama C i t y  c o n d u c t i n g  
numerous LCAC/LSD41 i n t e r f a c e  m e e t i n g s ,  f i r e  and s e c u r i t y  a l e r t  d r i l l s  
and r e f u e l e d  1 6  A p r i l .  The crew en joyed  v e r y  good l i b e r t y  d u r i n g  t h i s  
port p e r i o d .  On 2 1  A p r i l ,  Whidbey I s l a n d  g o t  underway and went t o  
anchorage  i n  S t .  Andrews Bay. While  a t  anchorage ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
e x e r c i s e s  were conduc ted :  LCAC a l o n g s i d e  moored p o r  t s i d e / s  t a r b o a r d ,  
LCAC crew t r a i n i n g ,  a l o n g s i d e  r e f u e l i n g  s t a r b o a r d  and C l a s s  B f i r e  
d r i l l s .  The morning o f  22 A p r i l  was s p e n t  s h i f t i n g  anchorages  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  "SA" buoy to  c o n d u c t  LCAC o p e r a t i o n s .  Fo l lowing  
anchorage ,  t h e  s h i p  and LCAC proceeded t o  sea f o r  day  and n i g h t  LCAC 
o p e r a t i o n s .  On t h e  n i g h t  of  22 A p r i l  and t h e  morning of  23 A p r i l ,  t h e  
t i m e  was used  to  c o n t i n u e  b a l a n c i n g  2A and 2B main p r o p u l s i o n  d i e s e l  
e n g i n e s .  LCAC o p e r a t i o n s  on 23 A p r i l  i n c l u d e d  t w o  c r a f t  m u l t i - l e g  
m i s s i o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l o a d i n g  and un load ing  combat c a r g o  serials  . 
The s h i p  conduc ted  l o a d  b a l a n c i n g ,  BECCES, GTMO l e c t u r e s ,  and 
n a v i g a t i o n a l  d r i l l s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  S a n t a  Rosa I s l a n d .  On 24 
A p r i l ,  a n  LCAC conduc ted  o n e  p o s i t i v e  c o n t r o l  d o u b l e  pump and t w o  
multi-LCAC sort ies .  LCACs were r e f u e l e d  bo th  h o t  and c o l d .  LCAC 
m i s s i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  th rough  26 A p r i l  w i t h  t h e  s h i p  t r a i n i n g  f o r  GTMO. 
The s h i p  proceeded i n t o  p o r t  on  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of  26 A p r i l  to  c o n d u c t  
d r i l l s  a t  anchorage  ( S t .  Andrews Bay) .  Whidbey I s l a n d  on t h e  morning 
of  28 A p r i l  t r a n s i t e d  to  sea i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n d u c t  LCAC m i s s i o n s .  LCAC 
m i s s i o n s  i n c l u d e d  b o t h  p o s i t i v e  c o n t r o l  and EMCON r u n s ,  w h i l e  t h e  s h i p  
c o n t i n u e d  to  p r e p a r e  f o r  GTMO. LCAC-1 s u f f e r e d  damage to  its 
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s t a r b o a r d  bow t h r u s t e r .  LCAC o p e r a t i o n s  on 29 A p r i l  had t o  be  
conducted  w i t h  o n l y  LCAC-2; however, LCAC-2 s u f f e r e d  a similar  
c a s u a l t y  t o  its p o r t  bow t h r u s t e r  and s e c u r e d  from m i s s i o n s .  LCAC-1 
c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i o n s  a f t e r  repairs on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of 29 A p r i l .  
LCAC-1 and LCAC-2 were bo th  o p e r a t i o n a l  f o r  m u l t i - r u n  m i s s i o n s  on  30 
A p r i l .  Both p o s i t i v e  c o n t r o l  and EMCON r u n s  were accompl ished .  

A p r i l  came to a  close w i t h  LSD-41 and LCAC-1 and LCAC-2 making 
n a v a l  h i s t o r y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  new tactics i n  amphibious w a r f a r e .  
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The month o f  May opens  w i t h  Whidbey I s l a n d  and LCACs embarked 
s t e a m i n g  i n  t h e  Gulf o f  Mexico i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  S a n t a  Rosa I s l a n d .  
Thursday  morning (May 1) was s p e n t  c o n d u c t i n g  d o u b l e  LCAC o p e r a t i o n s  
w h i l e  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  was used  f o r  LCAC main tenance  and s h i p  t r a i n i n g .  
Boiler problems began to  p l a g u e  t h e  s h i p  c a u s i n g  f r e s h  wa te r  s h o r t a g e s  
t o  t h e  crew. LCAC o p e r a t i o n s  and s h i p  t r a i n i n g  c o n t i n u e d  a t  a h e c t i c  
p a c e  th rough  8 May. The LCAC was be ing  e v a l u a t e d  as p a r t  of  t h e  t h i r d  
p h a s e  o f  o p e r a t i o n a l  test  and t h e  s h i p  was c o n s t a n t l y  g e a r i n g  up f o r  
REFTRA i n  GTMO. P a r t  of  t h e  OT-I11 f o r  LCAC i n v o l v e d  a d i g n i t a r y  
v i s i t  on 5 May by VADM Rowden, RADM P a r k e r ,  RADM F i s k e  and a s s o c i a t e d  
s t a f f s .  While  most of  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  f o c u s e d  on t h e  LCAC a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  t h e  s h i p  w a s  c o n t i n u i n g  to  borescope  and b a l a n c e  t h e  main 
e n g i n e s  and t r y i n g  to  f i x  f i n i c k y  b o i l e r s .  On t h e  morning o f  May 9 t h ,  
Whidbey I s l a n d  p u l l e d  back i n t o  S t .  Andrews Bay and anchored  t o  t a k e  
on  f u e l ;  bo th  LCACs r e t u r n e d  t o  NCSC. Whidbey I s l a n d  s t a y e d  a t  
anchorage  through May 11 to  c o n d u c t  a DMSR and took on stores.  On 
Monday, May 1 2 ,  Whidbey I s l a n d  s h i f t e d  anchorages  and c o n t i n u e d  
t r a i n i n g .  May 1 3  b r o u g h t  Whidbey I s l a n d  back to  sea t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  
f u l l  power r u n  and l o a d  b a l a n c i n g  o f  e n g i n e s ,  which l a s t e d  t w o  d a y s  
upon which time Whidbey I s l a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  p o r t  f o r  two days .  May 1 6 ,  
Whidbey I s l a n d  was underway f o r  GTMO Cuba. The t r a n s i t  l a s t e d  t h r e e  
d a y s  and was f i l l e d  w i t h  t r a i n i n g  and w e l l  deck  s o f t b a l l .  May 1 9 ,  
Whidbey I s l a n d  a r r i v e d  a t  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba f o r  a month l o n g  
r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g .  The f i r s t  5 days  o f  REFTRA were packed w i t h  
e x e r c i s e s  i n c l u d i n g :  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  communicat ions,  damage c o n t r o l ,  
o p e r a t i o n s  and maneuvering.  A f t e r  a n  a rduous  week Whidbey I s l a n d  
d e p a r t e d  Cuba w i t h  300 dependen t s  f o r  a p o r t  c a l l  t o  Ocho R i o s ,  
J ama ica  on 23 May 1986. On t h e  morning o f  May 24, Whidbey I s l a n d  
approached t h e  " P e a r l  o f  t h e  Car ibbean" :  Ocho R i o s ,  Jamaica .  With a 
crew e x c i t e d  a t  t h e  f i r s t  "real" l i b e r t y  p o r t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
s h i p ,  Whidbey I s l a n d  made a g rand  approach  t o  James Bond p i e r  a t  t h e  
b a u x i t e  t e r m i n a l  o f  Ocho R i o s .  Two and a h a l f  days  of  l u s c i o u s  
l i b e r t y  a l l  b u t  d i s p o i l e d  any  n o t i o n  o f  a bad t i m e  i n  Ocho R i o s .  
However, t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h e  2 6 t h  was b u s i n e s s  a s  u s u a l  f o r  Whidbey 
I s l a n d  g e t t i n g  underway to  r e t u r n  t o  Cuba and c o n t i n u i n g  REFTRA. The 
l a s t  days  o f  May were s p e n t  c o n t i n u i n g  REFTRA and t r a i n i n g  h e a v i l y .  
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JUNE 

The f i r s t  t w o  days  o f  June were s p e n t  i n  p o r t  GTMO. Monday 
morning ( June  3 )  - Whidbey I s l a n d  commenced t u r n i n g  t o  w h i l e  underway 
i n  t h e  West OPAREA c o n d u c t i n g  g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s .  I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  t h e  
crew conduc ted  D.C. i n p o r t  d r i l l s .  D r i l l s  on t h e  4 t h  c o n s i s t e d  of  
towing and be ing  towed, CIWS PAC-f i r i n g  and p r e c i s i o n  a n c h o r i n g s  and 
moorings.  Thursday (June 5)  was a f u l l  d a y  o f  underway BECCEs i n  t h e  
morning and a f t e r n o o n  fo l lowed  by CON-1-EX on F r i d a y .  The weekend was 
used as a p l a n n i n g  and i n p o r t  t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d .  Fo l lowing  a s h o r t  
rest ,  Monday r o l l e d  around f o r  a n o t h e r  week  o f  BECCES, g e n e r a l  
q u a r t e r s ,  n a v i g a t i o n  and D.C. i n p o r t  d r i l l s .  The h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  
week o f  10-15 J u n e  i n c l u d e d  100% f o r  C I C  on l o w  v i s i b i l i t y ,  96 ORE 
g r a d e  f o r  a t  sea f i r e  p a r t y  and a g r a d e  of  97 f o r  t h e  f l i g h t d e c k  c r a s h  
and r e s c u e  team. Throughout  t h e  week E n g i n e e r i n g ' s  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  
were a c c o m p l i s h i n g  many c a s u a l t y  c o n t r o l  d r i l l s .  On t h e  i s l a n d  o f  
Cuba, heavy r a i n f a l l  was b e i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d  c a n c e l i n g  o u t s i d e  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  e v e n t s .  The weekend o f  14-15 J u n e  was m o s t l y  r a i n y  and 
d r e a r y ;  c a s u a l t y  power d r i l l s  were conduc ted .  The week  of  16-20 J u n e  
marked t h e  f i n a l  and most i n t e n s e  week of  e x e r c i s e s  f o r  t h e  crew. 
GTMO i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t s  i n c l u d e d :  f i n a l  b a t t l e  problems,  f i n a l  Yoke and 
Zebra c h e c k s ,  f i n a l  BECCEs s e s s i o n  and ,  most o f  a l l ,  a crew t h a t  h a s  
been " t o  h e l l  and back p u l l i n g  t o g e t h e r  as a t r u e l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and 
f i g h t i n g  team". J u n e  21-22, Whidbey I s l a n d  t r a n s i t e d  back to  Panama 
C i t y  and moored a l o n g s i d e  D y e r ' s  P i e r  where t h e  crew en joyed  a much 
d e s e r v e d  week o f  l i b e r t y .  
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JULY 

The beg inn ing  o f  J u l y  saw USS WHIDBEY ISLAND t r a n s i t i n g  back t o  
its homeport f o r  t h e  h o l i d a y  weekend. Af ter t e m p o r a r i l y  a n c h o r i n g  o f f  
Morehead C i t y  and o f f l o a d i n g  t h e  LCAC S u p p o r t  Equipment on  J u l y  2 ,  
and o f f l o a d i n g  t h e  LCU c o n t i n g e n t  onboard on J u l y  3 i n  L i t t l e  Creek ,  
Whidbey I s l a n d  a r r i v e d  p i e r s i d e  a t  t h e  Quaywal l  E a s t  i n  NAB L i t t l e  
Creek ,  VA. L i b e r t y  c a l l  went down s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  and t w o  days  o f  
h o l i d a y  r o u t i n e  were en joyed  by a l l .  The v i s i o n s  o f  a s p e c t a c u l a r  
f i r e w o r k s  show c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  200 th  b i r t h d a y  o f  t h e  S t a t u e  o f  L i b e r t y  
f a d e d  q u i c k l y  away as Monday appea red  b r i n g i n g  w i t h  it a COMPHIBRON 
TEN awards ceremony and a l l  t h e  work a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Pre-OPPE t r a i n i n g  
and PHIBREFTRA workups. On J u l y  1 0 ,  Whidbey I s l a n d  g o t  underway to  
anchorage  LA-1 t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on OPPE t r a i n i n g  and PHIBREFTRA 
t r a i n i n g .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  OPPE c o n s i s t e d  of  r e p e a t e d  
d r i l l s  such  as BECCEs, main s p a c e  f i r e  d r i l l s ,  E n g i n e e r i n g  O p e r a t i v e  
P r o c e d u r e s ,  C l a s s  C h a r l i e  f i r e  d r i l l s  i n  SSDGs, SSDG Governor 
f a i l u r e  and more. Workups f o r  Amphibious R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g  (PHIB- 
REFTRA) c o n s i s t e d  o f  w e t  w e l l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  h a n d l i n g  of  t h e  b o a t s  
w i t h  t h e  s i x t y  t o n  c r a n e  and h e l o  o p e r a t i o n s  which, o n  J u l y  1 4 ,  i n -  
c l u d e d  s i x t y  touch-and-go's and f o r t y  s i m u l a t e d  v e r t i c a l  r e p l e n i s h -  
ments r e s u l t i n g  i n  a S e l e x  g r a d e  o f  91%. R e h e a r s a l s  f o r  OPPE were 
conducted  on J u l y  16-17 w h i l e  LSD-41 was s t i l l  a t  anchor .  On J u l y  1 8 ,  
t h e  crew r e c e i v e d  a welcomed b reak  as t h e  s h i p  p u l l e d  a l o n g  p i e r s i d e  
once  a g a i n  to  e n j o y  t h e  weekend. A c o u r t  mart ial  t r i a l  on 25 J u l y  
r e s u l t e d  i n  YN3 Croak b e i n g  s e n t e n c e d  t o  r e d u c t i o n  to  E-1, f o r -  
f e i t u r e  of  two- th i rds  o f  t o t a l  payment f o r  t h r e e  months and t h r e e  
months ha rd  l a b o r  f o r  t h r e e  c o u n t s  o f  u n a u t h o r i z e d  a b s e n c e s .  A f t e r  a 
week i n  p o r t  t o  on load  stores and some l a s t  minu te  ma in tenance  and 
p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  t h e  s h i p  l e f t  f o r  Onslow Bay on  J u l y  29. On J u l y  30 
PHIBREFTRA commenced w h i l e  anchored  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Onslow Bay. A 
day  o f  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  s i x  d r i l l s  g raded  as 100% 
proved to  be a v e r y  p o s i t i v e  s t a r t  f o r  Whidbey I s l a n d .  On 3 1  J u l y ,  
Whidbey I s l a n d  anchored  a t  LA-7 t o  c o n t i n u e  PHIBREFTRA. J u l y  came 
to  a n  end i n  t h e  b l u r r  of  a myr iad  o f  PHIBREFTRA d r i l l s  t e s t i n g  
e v e r y  aspect of  t h e  amphibious a s s a u l t - f r o m  p i l o t i n g  by g y r o  and 
CIC a s s i s t i n g  i n  p i l o t i n g  to  p r e c i s i o n  anchorage ,  w e t  w e l l  
o p e r a t i o n s  and h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s .  
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AUGUST 

The month o f  August  began c o n t i n u i n g  PHIBREFTRA a t  anchorage  
LA-7. A f t e r  one  more day  of  s h i p  t o  s h o r e  movements, a n  LCU s t e r n g a t e  
m a r r i a g e  on August  1 a i d e d  an  underway l a u n c h  and r e c o v e r y  o f  LCU's on  
August  2. PHIBREFTRA came t o  a close on August  3 ,  and la ter  on  t h a t  
a f t e r n o o n ,  Whidbey I s l a n d  was home once  more i n  L i t t l e  Creek ,  moored 
a t  Quaywal l  E a s t  a f  t e r  an  o u t s t a n d i n g  d i s p l a y  o f  i ts amphibious 
a b i l i t i e s .  Whidbey I s l a n d  now began t h e  f i n a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  a  t w o  
month NATO N o r t h e r n  Europe Amphibious E x e r c i s e ,  code  name "Nor the rn  
Wedding '86".  H e r  p r e p a r a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  a d e g a u s s i n g  r u n  on 4  August  
and a n  ammunition on load  on 6  August .  F r i d a y ,  8  August  saw t h e  
f a m i l i e s  of  t h e  crew onboard  f o r  a one  day  dependen t s  c r u i s e .  The one  
day  c r u i s e  was a l s o  used to  test  a n t e n n a  r a d i a t i o n  p a t t e r n s  o f f  
Chesapeake Bay. On 1 3  August ,  Whidbey I s l a n d  d e p a r t e d  f o r  N o r t h e r n  
Wedding '86 e n r o u t e  t o  t e m p o r a r i l y  anchor  a t  LA-5 to  on load  ACU Two's, 
t w o  LCU's and t w o  LCM-8's. Whidbey I s l a n d  t h e n  t r a n s i t e d  t o  Morehead 
C i t y  to  embark Mar ines .  The crew more t h a n  doubled  from 300 t o  almost 
700 p e r s o n n e l .  On 14  Augus t ,  t w o  LARC's and 1 3  LVT's were embarked. 
With t h e  on load  of  t h e  men and materials n e c e s s a r y  f o r  "Nor the rn  
Wedding '86" comple ted ,  t h e  s h i p  began h e r  t r a n s i t  across t h e  
A t l a n t i c  head ing  n o r t h .  The t r a n s i t  began w i t h  t h e  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
of  t h e  Whidbey I s l a n d  Mar ines  and sa i lo r s  w i t h  man o v e r b o a r d  d r i l l s  
and abandon s h i p  d r i l l s  i n  o r d e r  t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  t h e  newly embarked 
crew w i t h  t h e  s h i p .  For  t h e  E n g i n e e r i n g  Depar tment ,  BECCES, o f t e n  
two a day ,  were conduc ted  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t r a n s i t  across t h e  A t l a n t i c .  
On August  1 6 ,  t h e  s h i p  had t o  t e m p o r a r i l y  head closer to  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  
o f f  Cape Cod i n  r a n g e  of  a  C o a s t  Guard h e l o  as S K 1  Miller had t o  be  
medevaced o f f .  The s h i p  had to  spend  t h e  n e x t  t w o  days  a t  s p e e d s  
i n  e x c e s s  of twen ty  k n o t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  c a t c h  up w i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n .  
A s  Whidbey I s l a n d  s teamed f i e r c e l y  towards  Lof o t e n s  , Norway, Boreas  
Rex, Ru le r  of  t h e  Northwind,  p a t i e n t l y  a w a i t e d  h e r  a r r i v a l  i n t o  t h e  
A r c t i c  C i r c l e .  King Rex ' s  w a i t i n g  was o v e r  on t h e  morning o f  August  
29 a s  Whidbey I s l a n d  s a i l e d  i n t o  t h e  A r c t i c  C i r c l e  - l o n g i t u d e  
009 27'E w i t h  h e r  crew s t a n d i n g  p r o u d l y  on h e r  deck i n  t h e i r  s k i v i e s  
and b o o t s .  N o t  o n l y  d i d  t h e  e n t i r e  crew g e t  t h e i r  noses  p a i n t e d  
b l u e  by e i t h e r  t h e  o l d e s t  or y o u n g e s t  Mar ine  or Navy p e r s o n n e l  
onboard ,  b u t  a lso t h e  b u l l n o s e  of  t h e  s h i p  was p a i n t e d  b l u e  t o  
s i g n i f y  i t s  f i r s t  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  A r c t i c  C i r c l e  and i ts  f i r s t  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  "Bluenose  Ceremony". Later on i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  
t h e  s h i p  rendezvoused  w i t h  USS SAIPAN, USS SUMTER and USS RALEIGH. 
Two days  of  h e l i c o p t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  b r o u g h t  t o  close a n o t h e r  month t h a t  
s t a r t e d  i n  s t eamy L i t t l e  Creek and ended somewhere j u s t  s o u t h  of  t h e  
f r i g i d  A r c t i c  Circ le  n e a r  Norway. 
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SEPTEMBER 

The month o f  September n o t  o n l y  showed how w e l l  t h e  B lue  and 
Green team on Whidbey I s l a n d  worked t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  a lso how w e l l  t h e  
team onboard  worked w i t h  o v e r  s e v e n t y  d i f f e r e n t  s h i p s  from s i x  
c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  England,  I t a l y ,  Norway, West Germany and o t h e r s .  
The o p e r a t i o n  s t r e n g t h e n e d  NATO a l l i a n c e s  and gave  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  
i n v o l v e d  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  of  t h e -  NATO o r g a n i z e d  amphibious 
a s s a u l t .  A p r a c t i c e  a s s a u l t  w i t h  LVT's on 1 September g o t  t h e  month 
o f f  t o  a good amphibious s t a r t .  A f t e r  a same day l a u n c h  and r e c o v e r y ,  
Whidbey I s l a n d  was underway f o r  Cape Wrath,  S c o t l a n d .  While  s t e a m i n g  
th rough  b e a u t i f u l  f j o r d s  and t h e  l i k e ,  t h e r e  was a Norweigan o f f i c e r  
t o u r  and an  u n r e p  on September 6. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  were BECCEs and 
o t h e r  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  Bold Guard '86 ,  which was t h e  a c t u a l  main 
a s s a u l t .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  e n t i r e  crew s t a y e d  v e r y  busy. A p r e - a s s a u l t  
SEMPER F I  s u r f - n - t u r f  d i n n e r  on 7 September and a p r e - a s s a u l t  b r i e f  on 
8 September f i n a l i z e d  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  NATO a t t a c k .  9  September 
s t a r t e d  e a r l y  as t h e  b a l l a s t  d e t a i l  and s p e c i a l  s e a  and anchor  d e t a i l  
were s t a t i o n e d  a t  0345 and 0400 r e s p e c t i v e l y  to  p r e p a r e  f o r  w e t  w e l l  
o p e r a t i o n s .  H-hour was s o o n  a t  hand as s o u t h e r n  Norway was a s s a u l t e d  
u t i l i z i n g  1 3  LVT ' s ,  2  LCM8's, 2  LCU'S, 2  LARC's f rom Whidbey I s l a n d  
and c o u n t l e s s  amphibious c r a f t s  f rom s e v e r a l  o t h e r  s h i p s .  On 
September 1 2 ,  t h e  s h i p  went t o  g e n e r a l  q u a r t e r s  and s e t  Circle  W i l l i a m  
a s  an  "enemy" h e l i c o p t e r  dropped g a s ;  t h e  crew donned t h e i r  MK V g a s  
masks to  d e f e n d  themse lves .  Everyone s u r v i v e d  t h e  a t t a c k  and t h e  CBR 
d r i l l  was c o n s i d e r e d  a s u c c e s s .  There  were s e v e r a l  o t h e r  d r i l l s  
i n c l u d i n g  " c o l l i s i o n  ECHO- ZULU d r i l l "  and w e l l  deck  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  
back load  p u r p o s e s .  On 15-16 September ,  RADM F o g a r t y ,  COMPHIBGRU 
TWO, was onboard  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n ,  t h e  anchor  p i n n i n g  ceremony f o r  
t h e  f o u r  newly i n i t i a t e d  Ch ie f  P e t t y  O f f i c e r s  onboard:  ENC Ingram, 
SMC Dotson,  EMC Mina and OSC M a s s i n g i l l .  Backload was comple ted  on 
1 6  September and Whidbey I s l a n d  t r a n s i t e d  to  J u t l a n d  and l aunched  
t h e  f i n a l  a s s a u l t  on  1 8  September.  On 1 9  September ,  N o r t h e r n  Wedding 
'86 came t o  a close w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  men and materials s t i l l  
needed to  be backloaded.  Af ter o v e r  a month of  b e i n g  underway, t h e  
crew was r e a d y  f o r  h e r  f i r s t  European l i b e r t y  p o r t  w h i l e  t h e  Mar ines  
were a s h o r e  c o n d u c t i n g  Bold Guard '86. From 20 September t o  27 
September ,  K i e l ,  West Germany h o s t e d  t h e  crew w i t h  f r i e n d l i n e s s ,  
t o u r s ,  good p r i c e s  and g r e a t  times. COMNAVBASE a t  K i e l  h o s t e d  a 
b e e r  c a l l  a t  t h e  O f f i c e r s  C lub  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  g i v e n  by 
t h e  Town H a l l .  The good times c o u l d  n o t  l a s t  f o r e v e r  and t h e  
s h i p  c o n t i n u e d  b a c k l o a d i n g  from 26-30 September i n  t h e  E c k e r n f j o r d ,  
P u t l o s  and K i e l .  The Whidbey I s l a n d  Team per formed s u p e r b l y  and 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  h e r  motto: " F i r s t  i n  Her C l a s s ,  F i r s t  Always" and 
r e c e i v e d  much r e c o g n i t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  a  WELL DONE from VADM J. P. 
RASMUSSEN, Commander, Naval F o r c e s  BALTIC. Whidbey I s l a n d  was s o o n  
on h e r  way to  h e r  second  port v i s i t  i n  Copenhagen. 
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With Nor the rn  Wedding over  and a l l  t h e  back load ing  comple ted ,  
Whidbey I s l a n d  p u l l e d  i n t o  Copenhagen, Denmark on 1 October  f o r  s i x  
more days of a n o t h e r  f a b u l o u s  l i b e r t y  p o r t .  Copenhagen combines t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of b o t h  Scand inav ian  and Nor the rn  European c i t i e s  and 
t h e  p e o p l e  were a s  f r i e n d l y  a s  t h e  c i t y  was b e a u t i f u l .  Many of t h e  
crewmembers took advan tage  of t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  r i d e  t h e i r  b i c y c l e s  
o r  s t r o l l  through t h e  ga rdens  and p a r k s .  Sou the rn  Wedding '86 ,  t h e  
t r i p  home, began on t h e  morning of 6  October  a s  Whidbey I s l a n d  l e f t  t h e  
c a p i t a l  c i t y  of  Denmark on October  8. The s h i p  rendezvoused w i t h  s i x  
o t h e r  s h i p s  i n  Task U n i t  22.1.2 f o r  t h e  t r i p  home. The t r a n s i t  home 
prov ided  t i m e  f o r  DIVTACS, BECCEs and BDCE'S. On 10 Oc tober ,  Whidbey 
I s l a n d ' s  new E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  LCDR W. J. Ungvarsky a r r i v e d  by 
h e l i c o p t e r .  L a t e r  on t h a t  even ing ,  LT E. R. S a w t e l l e  became t h e  f i r s t  
o f f i c e r  t o  be SWO q u a l i f i e d  onboard Whidbey I s l a n d .  COMPHIBRON FOUR, 
Commodore Quarterman, v i s i t e d  t h e  s h i p  on 14 and 16 October .  On 16 
Oc tober ,  LCDR Ungvarsky, a  1973 g r a d u a t e  of t h e  Navy Academy from 
N o r v e l t ,  PA, assumed h i s  p o s i t i o n  r e l i e v i n g  LCDR D. C. R o l l i n s  as 
E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r .  The same h e l i c o p t e r  t h a t  b rough t  Commodore Conkl in  
(COMPHIBRON TEN) and t h e  ERAT team on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day l e f t  wi th  

Whidbey I s l a n d ' s  o r i g i n a l  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  LCDR D. C. R o l l i n s .  The 
s h i p  was anchored i n  Onslow Bay, NC on October  1 9  a s  t h e  LCU's, LCM- 
8 ' s  and LVT ' s  were launched ,  o f f l o a d i n g  embarked Marines and 
equipment.  L a t e r  on t h a t  day,  p i e r s i d e  i n  Morehead C i t y ,  T i g e r s  and 
Ney I n s p e c t o r s  embarked. RADM B e n n e t t  f l e w  o u t  by h e l i c o p t e r  t o  v i s i t  
and observed t h e  b o a t  o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  morning of  October  20 a s  
Whidbey I s l a n d  disembarked ACU TWO and BMU TWO as t h e  s h i p  s teamed 
i n t o  Chesapeake Bay. L a t e r  on t h e  same day ,  t h e  s h i p  was p i e r s i d e  a t  
Quaywall E a s t  and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  l i b e r t y  commenced. Three days 
of  "du ty  s e c t i o n  on ly"  began a s  crewmembers c a u g h t  up on t w o  months of  
be ing  away from t h e i r  f a m i l y  and f r i e n d s .  The rest  of t h e  month was 
f i l l e d  w i t h  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  many i n s p e c t i o n s  f o l l o w i n g  Whidbey 
I s l a n d ' s  f i r s t  major deployment.  The days were l o n g  a s  Pre-SMI A s s i s t  
Teams and A v i a t i o n  A s s i s t  Teams were onboard. The Conveyor 
Improvement Program a l s o  took p l a c e  from October  28-31. October  
c l o s e d  o u t  wi th  much p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  OPPE s c h e d u l e d  i n  November. 
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NOVEMBER 

While the month of November saw USS WHIDBEY ISLAND inport the 
majority of the time, the days were by no means easy. The first week 
of November from the 3rd to the 7th was the week for CSRR, COMBAT 
SYSTEMS READINESS REVIEW, with MOBILE TECHNICAL UNIT 2 onboard. On 
Monday, HT2 Royse earned his ESWS qualification. On Wednesday, Fleet 
Inspector General RADM Butts and Deputy COMNAVSURFLANT RADM Bennett 
paid a visit to USS WHIDBEY ISLAND to check out her readiness for OPPE 
preparation. Work with CSRR was completed; the following week in- 
cluded the final preparations for the SMI, with the SMI taking place 
12-13 November. The Supply Department did very well in the inspection 
and made the entire crew proud. Even though 11 November was a holiday 
in order to celebrate Veterans Day, the Engineering Department did not 
slow down and had a Main Space Fire Drill preparing for OPPE. On 
Monday, 17 November, the Mobile Training Team, (MTT), and Commodore 
Conklin, COMPHIBRON TEN, and his Engineering Readiness Assistance Team 
were onboard as the Whidbey Island Team got underway for four days of 
OPPE Preps at sea. The four days at sea also gave the Medical 
Department a chance to immunize the crew. After a Thursday return and 
the departure of the two Pre-OPPE Assist Teams, RADM Fogarty, 
COMPHIBGRU TWO visited the ship as OPPE appeared to be around the 
corner. During the remainder of the month, the Chief Engineer, LT B. 
E. Zumbro, was relieved because the ship was still not ready for OPPE. 
As a result, the Ship's Executive Officer, LCDR W. J. Ungvarsky, took 
over as Chief Engineer while Commander J. J. Adams, COMPHIBRON TEN 
CSO, arrived onboard and assumed the position as Executive Officer. 
This did not, however, dampen the Thanksgiving Day break including the 
25 November "Miller Time - Pizza and Beverage Party" held on the Quay 
Wall. On 28 November an onload commenced including Seals equipment 
for their special boat for an upcoming MARG 2-87. The month ended 
with two days of weekend Holiday routine, visions of Turkey and 
dressing and of getting underway on Monday, December 1. 
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The month of December may viewed by many as a month filled with 
Yuletide spirits, New Year 's resolutions and relaxing pleasures of 
Chris tmas/New Year vacations. For Whidbey Island, December was more 
than just a month filled with thirty-one days, December meant many 
demanding operations, a strenuous OPPE and a great deal of preparation 
for the six month MED deployment promulgated for the upcoming year. 
Although the holiday spirit was in the air around the ship, there was 
plenty of work to do. The first week of December began with initial 
evolutions of MARG Workups. On 2 December, Whidbey Island scheduled 
to get underway to Naval Weapons Station, Yorktown, Virginia for an 
ammunition onload for MARG 2-87 was delayed due to high winds in the 
vicinity of Coleman Bridge which prevented the bridge from being 
opened. Thus, the ammunition onload was rescheduled for 9 January 
1987. On 3 December, the ship got underway to LA-1 to embark 2- 
LCM8's, 2-LCU's and 2-CWTB's. As a result of excellent communications 
during this embarkation evolution, the Radio/CIC personnel received a 
BZ from COMPHIBRON FOUR. Whidbey Island conducted OPPE preps while 
steaming independently to Morehead City to commence embarkation of the 
Marines. After arriving in Morehead City on 5 December, Whidbey 
Island started a craft launch evolution which included launches of all 
boats, LARC's, LCPL's, the SEAL Team and Force RECON. Meanwhile, the 
Engineering Department continued preparation for the upcoming OPPE. 
The ship's schedule was clustered with OPPE preparations, mainly 
BECCEs from 8 December until OPPE which occurred 18-19 December. The 
MTT and COMPHIBRON TEN embarked in order to inspect the Engineers on 
13 December. While the Engineering Department scrambled to the normal 
high anxieties created by the OPPE, the remainder of the crew 
concentrated most of its efforts to the amphibious mission of Whidbey 
Island. The ship executed a night assault on 8 December and 
backloading on 9 December. There was also a large emphasis on normal 
training such as damage control, JINTACCS and ESWS. A break in the 
heavy schedule came on 14 December - payday. Payday was highlighted 
by Pizza Night on the Messdecks. The 15th meant back to work and 
marked the beginning of SOCEX. On 18 December, OPPE commenced. To 
carry out the OPPE, the ship embarked COMPHIBGRU TWO and the 
PROPULSION EXAMINATING BOARD. And on 19 December with the leadership 
of Whidbey Island's CHENG, LCDR Ungvarsky, and MPA, LT Spellman, the 
Whidbey Island successfully passed OPPE. After completing OPPE to the 
examining teams' satisfaction, the crew, especially the engineers, 
enjoyed a well deserved Christmas/New Years holiday. 1986 ended with 
a strong committment to the ship's engineering readiness and mission 
capability; January 1987 and the New Year would mean a six month 
deployment in the Mediterranean. Thus, the hard work of December 1986 
only marked the end of the beginning. 
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