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1. Suhi t ted  i n  accordance with reference (a). 

a. ~ I W N R :  USS lIW!KN (Lea 14) , an amabious  transport dock, is 
named for the historic capital of New Jersey that  w a s  founded by an 18th 
century shiplrwner and husinesrpaan, Wanel William Trent. 'Ihe present USS 
l!fUiNm is the  third U. S. vessel t o  bqar the me. The f i r s t  was a steam 
sloop of war oamnissioned i n  1874. The seam3 was a l i gh t  cruiser, U 11, 
ooamissiaared i n  1924, which served w i t h  Asiatic, Cari- and Southeast 
Pacific f l ee t s  during World W a r  11. Ihe kee l  for the present IRENKN was 
l a id  on 8 August 1966. She was christlerred on 3 August 1968 by Mrs. Richard 
J. Hughes, w i f e  a€ the then govermr c& New Jeraey. lRB4aTJ1s mission is t o  
transport, land, and support Marine farces on a hosti le  shore. The 
am#d.bious transport dock (LPD) is a very versatile class of anphibious 
ship m n T J  can carry wer 900 troqps p l u s  thei r  vehicles, equipaent, 
weapons, armmition and supplies. Sh4 alm carries landing c ra f t  i n  her 
floodable well deck and topei*, and $he can operate heliaopters and VIOL 
ai rcraf t  f run her f l igh t  deck. TRENT& participated i n  the  1983 liberation 
of Grenada, was a menber of the Multi~@tianal F o r e  off the axst a€ Beruit, 
Lebanon, in 1983-1984, and w a s  a participnt i n  Operatian FRAYING MhNTIS i n  
April 1988 during a s i x  month deployment t o  the  Persian Gulf. 



Sub j : COMMAND HISTORY 

(1) Ca@ziin Robert J. Reader, USN, 1 JAN - 5 FEB 1988 
(2) Carjain Robert M. N u t w e l l ,  USN, 5 J?EB - 31 DEC 1988 

c. m R T :  Norfolk, Virginia 

d. Attached as enclosure (3) .  

e. llMRW.IVE: Attached as enclosure (4) . 

(1) m i g a t i o n :  Miles traveled for 1988: 26,506 
(2) Aviation: Landings: 3915 

Aircraft mwes: 2435 
JP!j aviation fuel delivered: 350,000 

2. hclosures (5) through (13) are s-itted t o  supplenent the 1988 -and 
History 



01 - 19 JAN 
20 - 23 JAN 
24 - 27 JAN 
28 JAN 

10 - 14 APR 

14 APR 

23 - 21 MAY 
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I%lmlmANCE SUmm FOR 
mYGxJOOEI SO'S  
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mRED, r n A  S U L M  PIER, B A B m ,  
EOR BOILER I4UNTI;NANCE 
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25 - 23 ATE 

24 - 26 AUG 

27 - 28 AUG 
29 - 02 SEP 
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07 - 09 SEP 

10 - 11 SEP 

12 - 13 SEP 

14 SEP 

15 - 17 SEZ 

PERSIAN GULF OPERZXJ!lINS PR(UID1NG 
af!Wm ESaDIIT, AREA SUZN-a, 
Q-$al'I!E SURVEY AND M!l'FmO AND 
mIES SUPPORT 

'NRNWER W I T H  USS DuBupUE 

PZANSllT SPiAITS OF H O i W Z  CUT OF 
PERSIAN GULF 

PIANSIT INDIAN OCEAN AND RED SEA 

NORplSOUND TRANSIT OF SUEZ CZwAt 

INFQRT MALAGA, SPAIN 

PIAMSIT ATLANTIC OCEAN 

MXlR m m m  CITY, NC OFFLaAD 
MTE' 2-88 

-A!Z TIGER m I S E  

LEAVE AND UPKEEP, LTJTLE VA 

INKRT m UNDERWAY m 

ANaCR BAY, EQ'S 
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INPORT NCREOLK 

DeMA M3IRO WCXINE NORFOLK, VZl 



While deployed t o  the Persian Gulf as a unit Q£ the U . S  Middle East Force 
(MIIWSTFOR) fran February to  Jme 1988, USS 'IRENXB (LFD 14) pioneered a new role 
for the versatile aqhibious transport dock. PZEN'ION relieved an LH3 as the host 
ship for a Contingency k r i ~  Air-Grqd Task Force (CMAGTF) , and she relieved an 
LSD a s  the "mother shipn for the s i x  ocean minesweepers (MWs) in the Gulf. 

Since this w a s  the largest detaqhmt of beliaopters ever enbarked i n  an LPD 
for extended operations, some reoonf&guration of the ship was rquired. An 
aviation intermediate maintenance support capability was prwided by installing 
standard Marine f ie ld support vans on TRNKN's Upper Vehicle Storage deck. (This 
installation required a modification t o  the ship's electrical d is t r ih t ion  
system.) Additionally, vans were i-alled topside t o  senre a s  a re@ roam and 
adninistrative office. Most imporwtly f ran an operati- standpoint, !REN113N1 s 
large f l ight  deck w a s  certified for flour IEW deck edge lam&/reoovery spots i n  
addition t o  the two standard LH) centerline spots. The rrew spots prwided the 
additimal flexibility necessary to rate eight helicopters effectively and t o  
m e e t  MIlWSTEDR oonmitments. lREN 3 s Helicopter Operations B i l l  w a s  extensively 
revised t o  accomodate the new fl ight deck l a d i n g  and certification. 

During the deployment, CMAGTF 2-88 prwided security detaclyaents and weapons 
training t o  other units i n  the Glilf. M?!GTF helicopter &rating f ram TRENaTJ and 
other platforms conducted Aerial mi=-hunting, provided protection for friendly 
ship f ran surf ace and h e l i e e r  attack, and prwiikd indispensable logistics 
support. The M T F  also trained extensivly for its various contingency missions. 
This training paid off on 18 April ww lRENnTJ/CMZY;TF 2-88 played a key role i n  
neutralizing the Iranian Sassan o i l  platform in  the central Fersian Gulf during 
Operation "PRAYING EIPINTIS. " 

An mexpected addition t o  TRENnTJ's musual f l ight deck lcad on this 
deployment resulted frau the m i m  wage to SMJH., B. lUBEtlS (FFG 56) on 14 
April. Following this incident, the EXZERIS' a-6OB IAMPS MK I11 helicopter fran 
HSt-44 Det 5 was embarked on TREN'A3N, where it remained for the remainder of the 
deployment. Fully integrated into !IWN~/h?GTF operations and comard/control 
procedures, the LAMPS s i ~ i f i c a n t l y  einhanced surface surveillance and m b h m t i n g  
capabilities while oontinuing t o  support other units i n  the Gulf. 

lRD!laTJ prwided logistical suplprt t o  the MSO1s i n  both operating and rear 
base areas. The logistical support oonsisted of fuel, fresh water, electricity, 
crew services, repairs, and resupply of food, parts, and material. Most support 
w a s  prwided by bringing the MSO alovgside while 'IRBJ!EN w a s  a t  anchor. when 
necessary, the crew services, resupply, and repair support w a s  prwided via 
TRmm boats. 

The LH) also prwided important aperational support of the MSO1s. PZENaTJ1s 
comnunicatian divisian assisted with f n d n g  and outgoing messages and guarded 
selected circuits for the MSO's. MAGW helioopters, the LAMPS, and TRENnTJ's 
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weapons helped t o  M e n d  the PBOts a w n s t  surface and helioopter attack. 
Hdioopter --hunting i n  advance a€ the S O  significantly improved the safety of 
m i r e  clearance operations. 

Ekcept when preparing for and exqcuting an actual contingency mission 
("Praying Mantisn), the E T F  and MSO support m i s s i o n s  prwed not only aompatible 
lxlt can@ementary. Most MTF trainirpg could be oonducted i n  oonjunction with W O  
support operations, and most importantly the heliqker-quipped LPD was able to  
prwide s i w f i c a n t  operational support t o  the MW s. 

In l a t e  June a€ 1988 USS DUBUQUE (LPD 8) relieved TRENTCN as the MIDEFSTKlR 
LPD. The successful W-mission deployments of these two ships hamitrated the 
excellent versatility of the highly p b l e  amwbious transport dock. %he 
ability of the LPD t o  act a s  a "mini- % LEAn offers policymakers an attractive 
option for scenarios i n  which a large$ ship is not desired for political or 
military reamns. me MIDEASTPOR LED deplaynmts alm prwide another outstanding 
example of -/Marine teamwork and ingenuity successfully -lied t o  a tough 
national security challenge. 
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Fran: camwding Officer, USS !EW%X (LED-14) 
To: CMnander, Naval Surface Porce, U .  S. Atlantic Fleet, Norfolk, VA 

23511-6292 

Subj: PFKEQSED PRESS RELEASE 

Ehcl: (1) Proposed Text 

1. &closure (1) is sulxnitted for review and approval for release t o  the  
Off ice of t h e  Mayor of Trenton, N. J . ,  for possible publication i n  local 
newspapers. This release was written a t  the request of the Mayor's office. 

Copy to: 
CJTEME 
C ] O M P H m  2 
COMSHIBrn 12 
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The mphibious transport  dock USS ae~n)~ (LPD-14) l e f t  ~ o r f  o l k i g  

i Virginia on January 27, 1988, with 30 officers and a crew of 400 men for t.h$ 
Persian Gulf. a ig indl ly  scheduled for a deployment t o  the ~ e d i t e r r a n e a a ?  
Sea a t  the end of February, BtENXN was ordered in  early January to  prewzg- 
to  sail for the Persian Gulf by the end of the month. C- - . $:- % - ...% -:*; 

During her s ix  month deployment, TRRTIW performed two priiritry missions:? 
she served as host ship for Contingency Marine Air-Ground Task Farce 2-88,? 
(a 350-man U. S. Marine force with 8 U. S. Marine helicopters] and as; 
'mother shipn for the 6 U. S. Navy minesweepers on s ta t ion  in  the  ~ersian' ;  
Gulf. 

3 . -  
:-a=! 
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TIXEXKNI s tasking was unique. Wr fl ight deck was crowded w i t h  8 U. S., 
Marine helicopters,  2 CH-46 "Sea Knightsn, 4 AH-1T "Cobrasn, and 2 U H - l l t ~  
n H ~ s m ,  the most ever operated from the f l i g h t  deck of an LPD. Also;$ 
taking minesweepers alongside for replenishent and repairs had never beet-i 
attempted by an LPD. -P 

")- 

- -:$A - 
The officers and crew of lWMlX  used innovative and creative ;;lethods t& 

solve problems faced during the s i x  month cruise. Here is a brief account-- 
of her voyage: . Z .  A - - 

7 - 
The real work of the deployment started long before lREMC%J left ~ o r f o l & ,  

i n  l a t e  January. When word was received in December that TREWlW was heaeBi 
ing for the Persian Gulf less  than flour weeks hence, preparations began -ih" 
earnest. Because a ship l i k e  TRENTON had never embarked 8 helicopters &&-$ 
an extended deployment, there  was no pr ior  experience t o  draw upon fa<: 
reference. Special e f f o r t s  were made t o  ensure t h a t  a l l  the equiprimt- 
essential for the repair and maintenance of the a i r c r a f t  would f i t  on - 
m. L c +s 

Supplies for a s ix month vuyage had t o  be carefully loaded. Many 
TRENTON'S 400-man crew put i n  extra long days to  make preparations for tf$~:$~ 
t r ip ,  sacrificing precious time with family and friends i n  order t o  ensure: 

'- **?*.. 

everything was ready. %. 
T. - 

Because of the tight f i t ,  many unique rquir-nts for quipnent stowa& 
were creatively solved. A gear locker for  TRENTON'S quqrtermasters w&- 
converted in to  off ice space for intell igence operations and a pxtabf&$' 
ready-room was ins ta l l ed  on an exterior deck topside for  use by M a r i d  -ara 

pilots for briefings and planning sessions. :SF A:- 
<% 

During her Atlant ic  crossing, !IlENKN's crew and the 350 U. S. ~ a r i ~ i  
learned har t o  l ive  and work in close quarters. Marine p i lo t s  
landings and take-offs a t  the direation of Navy £light deck crews. Genere2 
quarters and damage control d r i l l s  were rehearsed t o  famil iar ize men wi t@-  
the equipnent and techniques they needed to  know to  handle emergencies th* 
might arise i n  the Gulf. 

\."+ 
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On February 7th, T- stopped for 6 hours ti+efuel b:'sk,ta, Spain. 
She st* through the Suez Canal oq February 1 3 t h  then trave&ed the  Red 
Sea and'portions of the Indian Ocean and the  Arabian Sea to enter the 
Persian Gulf via the Strai t  of Homuz on February 21st.  

".-- 
z*: 

Monday, February Z2nd, found TRENTON in  the Persian @lf heading 
northwest with her eswrt ,  the guided missile frigate USS JCZiN ?li, KORE. In 
mid-afternoon two speed boats of a type operated by I r a n i e  forces ap- 
proached the ship a t  high speed. 2RENm issued radio warning5 and f i r ed  
f lares  a t  the approaching craft, but these signals went unh&. DENXBJfs 
crew was ordered t o  general quarters stations as warning shotis" from a .50 
ca l iber  machine gun were fired across the bar of the lead causing it 
t o  veer away. The went impressed the crew and embarked Marinek that qera- 
tions in the Persian Gulf would require constant vigilance. 

y- 

After almost a month-long voyage, TRJWRX anchored in l a t e  jf&bruary just 
off  the coast of Bahrain, near the city of hnama. The States Ehvy 
has a snall "Administrative Support Unit', a l so  known as "AEXIn, there. 
Service men s tat ioned in the Gulf can cash checks, mail lettefik, and relax 
away £ran the shi-rd environment. FSU has swimning pools, a;>ibrary, and 
a club where American music can be heard on a juke box. Oversea telephones 
are one of the most popular features there1 AT 

2 
c* &&- 

Manama is a l s o  the  capi tal  c i t y  of the  nation of Ekhrain. 'IXESim 
Sailors and Marines rapidly discovered that custcans i n  the Mi-a East were 
very different f r m  those in the United States. Ihe crew was$dvised t o  be 
on their best behavior while on l ibe r ty ,  as Bahrain is a *@servative, 
Moslem country. Conservative dress, including long t rousea  even in the 
m i d - s m r  heat, is required. Drinking alcohol i n  public is &ot allowed, 
Many shops and restaurants close for  prayer i n  the  afternabn ad early 
evening. Despite the differences f ram Western custuns, TREN!N& s Bahraini 
h o s t s  were gracious and helpful, and crew members enjoy& l i b e r t y  i n  
Bahrain. -- 

:%& 

w2 

In the Gulf, TRMKB quickly learned t o  operate continuo&+, providing 
u. S. minesweepers with food, water, fuel, spare par t s  and re&irs  a t  all 
hours of day or night. Sailors on the minesweepers came aboard BUWKN for 
persorim1 services and aliberty.m The "sweepsn a re  so  small%$hat coming 
aboard TRENTON was l i k e  a t r i p  t o  town for  their crews, wine aircraft 
mde runs t o  ASV for moraleboosting mail, which was sorted o~!PRENTCN for 
distribution t o  the smaller U. S. ships in the Gulf. g? 

B 
@ 

Along with support to the minesweepers, !LRENTON was home,.,to the  only 
U. S. ground force in  the Gulf - the U. S. Marines. Marine h e  copters f ran 
TREHKN performed almost round-the-clock f l ight  operations. &r ai r  crew. 
searched for  mines, performed surveillance, and accompanf$d d convoys of 
warships and o i l  tankers through the Persian Gulf. P 

I . :%- 
23 

The marines and s a i l o r s  of TRENTON continued t o  t p i n  for  all 
mntingencies. Exercises for defending the ship, coming t o  @e a i d  of a 

-a - 
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i str ick& ship, and handling la rge  numbers of wounded pers& were held 
r tkrou the deplcynent. 3 

~r&%pril  10th t o  the 14th, 9ItENKN visited the city of 
Arabia.y%hile in Saudi Arabia, TRINPXN acted as a good w i l l  
the ~ n g s e d  States. Various types of quipnent were display 
deck f~~,.viewing by v i s i to r s  t o  the ship, Representativ 
Ihr- ,%$ces examined U, So k v y  and Marine quipnent, and A;nciz$cans working 
in Arabia also visited TRENQM. + E 

f 

oomnunity i n  Ihmm and neighboring ci t ies  e e d  a 'take- 
" program. 'IWNXN sailors and marines we- invited t o  
s of Americans and other Westerners cusd erijcl?i;pd an evening 

a relaxed, home-like atmosphere. The br - k was badly 
e r  more than a month of nowstop operations a t  !UUNW in 

a reception onboard f o r  loca l  diplomats and businhss men, I n  
some of TREWnBJ1s officers and men were guests a t  thd3residence of 

can anbassador to  Bahrain for an evening of food &XI fellowship, 
% -, 

Ch *$usday, April 14th, lXPPRN left Ihrnmm to r e s m  opefptions i n  the 
Gulf. t e r  such a res t fu l  port  v i s i t ,  the Gulf waters s e e e d  calm and 
quiet .  %:At about 5: 00 PM, the ' rea l i ty  of war in the &rsi& Gulf q u i c l y  
return& Word was plssed that the frigate USS SAMEL B. RCB&I!~!S had suf- 

derwater explosion, l a t e r  confirmed to  have beeif caused by an . B +% 
TON s e t  a course fo r  the ROBERTS t o  a s s i s t  

Quipnent and fresh water were flown t o  t h e  " 
ded sa i lo r s  from the  EaLIBEXE was flown to  
burns t o  h i s  upper body, arms, neck and 
examined and stabilized, the ~ a t i e n t  was f lG  E& TRBXN to  

ASU BaL.b&ir~ for further care. Z 
> 7 > . R 

15th TRWIW supported operations that located &minefield in 
was h i t  and identified the mines a s  Iranian ina&rigin. The 

14th and 15th s e t  the stage for %ration MMWIS, 
Iranian o i l  platforms and naval un 

ning of international waters. TREXRX 
destroyers USS MERRZLL and 

oup "BRAVO" assaulted the Irani  Sassan Gas- 
MI in  the  central Persian Gulf, After dthe occupants 
t o  evacuate, the platform was taken under f i r e  by 

r s  and helicopters. llUNKN1s Marines then boarded. the platform 
ges to  destroy its potential for use by the Irani$n mili tary,  
I s  group departed the area, leavin the platform a ' " m i n g  ruin, 
ow for freedom of ~ v i g a t i o n  had %een struck. - a - -" 
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hosted a n h r  of distirq 
The Chaisrt3an of of $taff, Admiral William 
vis i ted T@%TOtJ PRAYZPJG M I S  to  pr 

ncluded the Commander in 
Crist, USK, Representative Bever 
(D-UT) and the U. S. hbassadors 

After the U S  B. KB- &ruck the mine, TREBTOLY 
, raising the number of helicopter 
ght deck tcp nine. The Marine Air 
tachmerit f ran the KBEKE, logged 

significant mishap. 

return v*&e to k 
fran the Qmrm~der, 

and sugp~rt to the U. S. 

were m t  ,&twor . 

tern 
ef forts  w@re inst 
one of the primary ves of the missian." 

'L cy 

Spanish "gold coast". 

family and friends w 
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preparations for a la te  Febrllary 1980 deployment t o  the Mediterranean Sea. 
These plans changed drasti cd ly  when the was scheduled t o  leave for 
the Arabian Gulf with less t k .  30 days notice. 

When Trenton l e f t  Norfolk on 27 January 1988 her task-was unique: 
proceed to  the Arabian Gulf kb act as a minesweeper (MSO) support sh ip  and 
a s  host ship for Contingency :&trine Air-Ground Task Force 2-88. 

The MAGTF is comps5d'of four units: a command element, a ground 
combat element, an aviation combat element, and a combat supiport service 
elment. "Our MAGTF is task .organized based upon the assigned mission." 
s t a t e s  Major Sam Brinkley ti!k l#GTF Executive Officer.. "fie broad goal is 
to  be a contingency force s@rting the Commander Joint Tack Force Middle 
East. Also, we a r e  working t o  support the  Trenton in-h&r mine counter- _ = 
measure support role." 

Previous Contingency *HAGTF 'S were embarked on a 'large amphibious 
assault ship, specifically GISH. When Trenton was selected t o  replace 
both the LPH and LSD (the previous MSO "mothershigw)in the  Middle East 
Force, MGtT 2-88 had t o  sib down in  order t o  f i t  aboard Trenton. T h i s  
meant only the most v e r s a t f h  and essent ial  gear w a ~  on-loaded. Even SO, 

eight he1 icopters f ran Marine iight/Attack He1 icoptor Squadron 167 (HML,/A 
167) were squeezed on t o  Trenton's f l ight deck for Arabian Gulf operations. .. 

'", 
t . 

The tough task of ?larking the onload of equipmekt was the job of 
Trenton's Combat Cargo Officer , Fi r s t  Lieutenant ,John' Quigley . "The 
equipnent embarked was unuegal f o an *LPD and created many challenges. f mmal loading techniques ha$ to .lie -fi&£ied t o  a'ccomoaate the outsized 
items such as the xqs.  ,&terations werepde 
t o  the - w e l l  'deck a u l d  receive el&tri*&l pw&r f ran 
the  ship.  he onload was completed - with only a few hoyrs t o  spare before 
getting underway. " ,I. 7 , . 

-X " 

.3* - * - 
Because of the t i g h t  fit, many unique requirements for  equipment 

stowage were creatively solved. A gear locker for Trenton's quartermasters 
was converted i n t o  the ~ o i n c -  ~n te l l igen  e -en te r  and a p r t a b l e  rea9;rm 

?* 
5 was welded t o  the weather&& on the 0-2 evel. 

As well a s  supporting & MAGW, Trenton is providing a f u l l  range of 
Inother-ship" services t o  the,mi'nesweepers ,.. and frigates pltrolling t e Gulf. 

AG* 'u - * 

"Being a mothe unusual role for an LPD," states Tr t n l s  
* Supply Off i c e  LT Al . me have to b6 very f lexible .  

on s tores  f r w  a C o a t -  
*% 

ip then give the smaller vessels what 'e 
need. " . . 
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I f  the-minesweepers cannot pul l  alongsiqei-.f~en&$@~ stures can be 
delivered by the ship's UX-8 Assault Craft car rie$l .h lihe weis deck. 'We 
no t  only supply food s t o r e s  but a l so  parts support; repair support, 

C disbursing services, ship's store arid barber se rviqka i c a l  and dental  
s e r t ,  and even hotel services!, " stateg LT ~est&$$el . = ' -. -" +. - 

" 

Minesweepers crews remain in the-gulf four ,&hs nt a time. When it 
is time for the new crew t o  step a b r d  Qlhere isn't bough berthing aboard 
t h e  MSO f cr  both crews, SO, "HOTEL TREkPlT3Nu &OV the addi t ional  
berthing required during the crew rotation period. :&.. 

&Z . "4 
Repair services a re  one of the many areas @I which &rim and ~ s v y  

elanents colnplesnent each other. Trenton's Mill Te4Wciank can handle the 
la rges t  welding and repair  jobs while the Xarii$ C&t Service Support 
~ l a n e n t  has the equipment t o  supplement the s h i & ~  capabi l i ty  t o  repair  
delicate radar and co~nmunications gear. - -'- ? I  ;@ -3 

OUlrr services offered t o  the  mirigsweepers &bd f &at& by Trento 
include a s a i l  l o f t  that  can make awaings and3&kch covers, two shipg: 
stores selling everything from necessit&=i%s like sods6 and shaving cream t o  
such luxcr ies  a s  c a s s e t t e  tapeg and jewlery,zm a1 and dental  
depirtments that offer the most immediate access to;bea re in  the Gulf. 
Between TREP~TON and the  embarked -MPIGTF repair '&mi e"availab1e for 
valves, gauges, teletypewriters, -ication equi* - *. rigerators, and 
s n a l l  a rms  t o  name o n l y c  a f e w ,  ' .  *< -9 

-4,- 

As for t h e  crew, morale is oery,high. L~Q$ Corporal, Whitehair f r m  
ww River, lbrth Carolina volunteerea for  t h i s  &sick with the  Marine 
Aviation C h t  Element. nThe Gulf is where the a b n  Zs. We work 12 hours 
on and 12 hours off w i t h  the Ship's Aik Department board. . We don' t get 
too many weekends off but liberty in Bahrain is excking." 

ihr wu.% x- 
** 

- .  Q SN Ford rep r t s ,  We' re 1104 af raw. t o  go +to-&&#eral-: Quarters. 1 'm a 
look-out and we' re working together with the ~ b ; l n f o p t i o n  Center. We 
can spot contactg- wayO& with out bi&cdars thaR after ZIC t e l l s  - 

--9 
us where to  look. The Harines are feally great.% lhey help' us i n  working 
pa r t i e s  when we load supplies or h&ve t o  move gear around t h e  ship." 

A* 

A typical lunch time aboard Trenton ca - an :~ndica t  ion of the  
diversi ty  of the ship's mission. Sailors and s eat el--to-elbow on 
the rness deck. Sailors from a nearky Mineswee hogping ,in t h e  sh ip ' s  
st ore for to i le t r ies ,  watches, postcards s for friends i n  t h e  
States. Just outside on the f l ight  deck, heli  r o w s  beat a t  the a i r  
a s  Marine a i r c r a f t  t a k e  o f f  and land, bx Navy flight-deck 
personnel. Fork-lifts shu t t l e  p a l l e t s  of iae between Storage 
spaces and the flight deck while the ship' g r a f t  @ & A) Crane 
luwers them into the waiting LLX-8 craft  a1 r*-the ship's bridge, , 

members of the Mariljg Ground Combat E l  liber machine gun - 

3 - -  . as wyyQ loo-. scan the horizon for contacts: 
4%;. *< 
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' @ 20 ?kcember 1988 the <%S received the Joint tkritorious Onit 
~ w a & d  for her contribution 50 OPERATION PRAYIS W T I S ,  The award was 
pi ea&ted by Captain Thomas S. Tremor, Commer. Amphibious Squadron 
M - v e .  . 

- .  * .' ** - .r- 
*ration P&~&&s bas ven for actions taken by 

the UniM States against Iraian assets in the Gulf in retaliation for the 
rmininq of internatic.?al -.qdters by Iran, The USS SAMUEL 8, I.\r7SEWS struck an 
Iranian anti-shipping mine in international waters on April 1 4 ,  1988. 
During PRAYXPJI; RANTIS on April 18, 1988, !iWNKN garticipated in the beard- 

- 

ing of Lhe Iranian Sassan Gas-Oil separation platf~rm. 

In a d d i t i o n  t o  the Joint Meritorious unit '  Award, e l e v e n   TRENT^^ 
s a i l o r s  received the Navy Achievement Medal from the Comnander of the Joint 
Task Force Middle East far contributions made during TREIWN1s six month 
deplayment to the Persian Gill£ . , February to July 1988. I 

. _ -  : :- - 
In his imarks, Corn*& r noted tha; -IS actions in the 

Persian Gulf helped shorten the conflict between Itaq andsrran and helped 
kesp international waters free from terrorism. Additijxkflly, the Camdore 
cmplimented !lRWRX for a suscessful yard upkeep period a t  Metro Machine 
Shipyard in downtown Norfolk. N s o  present at the Ceremony was Colonel 
W i l l i a m  Wow, U X ,  CarrPMnder of Contingency Marisbe Air-Ground Task Force 
2-88, the exbarked U.S. Plarine contingent on 9WNlXN fiuring the cruise. 

Captain Robert M. Nutwell, the CommandingL~fficer of TRENTON, 
enmuraged the crew to take pride in their past accxqdishnents as they face 
the challeriggs of a new operating cycle with deteimi~atibn to  further en- 
hance the ship's performance. 

.- 
Navy A&&vemi=nt P M a l  recipikts were: 

fCC(s?) JatIN ExxAm KmEBvR€ i 

m m -  
8 T 1 ~ E m R Y ~  
m~mVJDStlITII 
rn(SW) 5rRmEN MIKE SOUX;S 
B M C ( ~ P ( I m .  (XXINCIL 
w j w )  ~BOMAS BREIT MLLXNS 
BM2IUcmx-BIVINS 
m l@mE E ( U s s J u  PARSONS 
R M 1 s r N m W I m Q d R K  ' LC-5 *-*--*. 
DK.2 JT;HN AIsERT MdlANIEL -, . 

. - 
abb 

. - 
* * 

- .- 
* 

.,"?-t-0 - 4 

, . * - 





Fran: camwding Officer, USS !EW%X (LED-14) 
To: CMnander, Naval Surface Porce, U .  S. Atlantic Fleet, Norfolk, VA 


23511-6292 


Subj: PFKEQSED PRESS RELEASE 


Ehcl: (1) Proposed Text 


1. &closure (1) is sulxnitted for review and approval for release t o  the  
Off ice of t h e  Mayor of Trenton, N. J . ,  for possible publication i n  local 
newspapers. This release was written a t  the request of the Mayor's office. 


Copy to: 
CJTEME 
C ] O M P H m  2 
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The mphibious transport  dock USS ae~n)~ (LPD-14) l e f t  ~ o r f  o l k i g  


i Virginia on January 27, 1988, with 30 officers and a crew of 400 men for t.h$ 
Persian Gulf. a ig indl ly  scheduled for a deployment t o  the ~ e d i t e r r a n e a a ?  
Sea a t  the end of February, BtENXN was ordered in  early January to  prewzg- 
to  sail for the Persian Gulf by the end of the month. C- - . $:- % - ...% -:*; 


During her s ix  month deployment, TRRTIW performed two priiritry missions:? 
she served as host ship for Contingency Marine Air-Ground Task Farce 2-88,? 
(a 350-man U. S. Marine force with 8 U. S. Marine helicopters] and as; 
'mother shipn for the 6 U. S. Navy minesweepers on s ta t ion  in  the  ~ersian' ;  
Gulf. 


3 . -  
:-a=! 
ZSY 3 


TIXEXKNI s tasking was unique. Wr fl ight deck was crowded w i t h  8 U. S., 
Marine helicopters,  2 CH-46 "Sea Knightsn, 4 AH-1T "Cobrasn, and 2 U H - l l t ~  
n H ~ s m ,  the most ever operated from the f l i g h t  deck of an LPD. Also;$ 
taking minesweepers alongside for replenishent and repairs had never beet-i 
attempted by an LPD. -P 


")- 


- -:$A - 
The officers and crew of lWMlX  used innovative and creative ;;lethods t& 


solve problems faced during the s i x  month cruise. Here is a brief account-- 
of her voyage: . Z .  A - - 


7 - 
The real work of the deployment started long before lREMC%J left ~ o r f o l & ,  


i n  l a t e  January. When word was received in December that TREWlW was heaeBi 
ing for the Persian Gulf less  than flour weeks hence, preparations began -ih" 
earnest. Because a ship l i k e  TRENTON had never embarked 8 helicopters &&-$ 
an extended deployment, there  was no pr ior  experience t o  draw upon fa<: 
reference. Special e f f o r t s  were made t o  ensure t h a t  a l l  the equiprimt- 
essential for the repair and maintenance of the a i r c r a f t  would f i t  on - 
m. L c +s 


Supplies for a s ix month vuyage had t o  be carefully loaded. Many 
TRENTON'S 400-man crew put i n  extra long days to  make preparations for tf$~:$~ 
t r ip ,  sacrificing precious time with family and friends i n  order t o  ensure: 


'- **?*.. 


everything was ready. %. 
T. - 


Because of the tight f i t ,  many unique rquir-nts for quipnent stowa& 
were creatively solved. A gear locker for  TRENTON'S quqrtermasters w&- 
converted in to  off ice space for intell igence operations and a pxtabf&$' 
ready-room was ins ta l l ed  on an exterior deck topside for  use by M a r i d  -ara 


pilots for briefings and planning sessions. :SF A:- 
<% 


During her Atlant ic  crossing, !IlENKN's crew and the 350 U. S. ~ a r i ~ i  
learned har t o  l ive  and work in close quarters. Marine p i lo t s  
landings and take-offs a t  the direation of Navy £light deck crews. Genere2 
quarters and damage control d r i l l s  were rehearsed t o  famil iar ize men wi t@-  
the equipnent and techniques they needed to  know to  handle emergencies th* 
might arise i n  the Gulf. 


\."+ 
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On February 7th, T- stopped for 6 hours ti+efuel b:'sk,ta, Spain. 
She st* through the Suez Canal oq February 1 3 t h  then trave&ed the  Red 
Sea and'portions of the Indian Ocean and the  Arabian Sea to enter the 
Persian Gulf via the Strai t  of Homuz on February 21st.  


".-- 
z*: 


Monday, February Z2nd, found TRENTON in  the Persian @lf heading 
northwest with her eswrt ,  the guided missile frigate USS JCZiN ?li, KORE. In 
mid-afternoon two speed boats of a type operated by I r a n i e  forces ap- 
proached the ship a t  high speed. 2RENm issued radio warning5 and f i r ed  
f lares  a t  the approaching craft, but these signals went unh&. DENXBJfs 
crew was ordered t o  general quarters stations as warning shotis" from a .50 
ca l iber  machine gun were fired across the bar of the lead causing it 
t o  veer away. The went impressed the crew and embarked Marinek that qera- 
tions in the Persian Gulf would require constant vigilance. 


y- 


After almost a month-long voyage, TRJWRX anchored in l a t e  jf&bruary just 
off  the coast of Bahrain, near the city of hnama. The States Ehvy 
has a snall "Administrative Support Unit', a l so  known as "AEXIn, there. 
Service men s tat ioned in the Gulf can cash checks, mail lettefik, and relax 
away £ran the shi-rd environment. FSU has swimning pools, a;>ibrary, and 
a club where American music can be heard on a juke box. Oversea telephones 
are one of the most popular features there1 AT 


2 
c* &&- 


Manama is a l s o  the  capi tal  c i t y  of the  nation of Ekhrain. 'IXESim 
Sailors and Marines rapidly discovered that custcans i n  the Mi-a East were 
very different f r m  those in the United States. Ihe crew was$dvised t o  be 
on their best behavior while on l ibe r ty ,  as Bahrain is a *@servative, 
Moslem country. Conservative dress, including long t rousea  even in the 
m i d - s m r  heat, is required. Drinking alcohol i n  public is &ot allowed, 
Many shops and restaurants close for  prayer i n  the  afternabn ad early 
evening. Despite the differences f ram Western custuns, TREN!N& s Bahraini 
h o s t s  were gracious and helpful, and crew members enjoy& l i b e r t y  i n  
Bahrain. -- 


:%& 


w2 


In the Gulf, TRMKB quickly learned t o  operate continuo&+, providing 
u. S. minesweepers with food, water, fuel, spare par t s  and re&irs  a t  all 
hours of day or night. Sailors on the minesweepers came aboard BUWKN for 
persorim1 services and aliberty.m The "sweepsn a re  so  small%$hat coming 
aboard TRENTON was l i k e  a t r i p  t o  town for  their crews, wine aircraft 
mde runs t o  ASV for moraleboosting mail, which was sorted o~!PRENTCN for 
distribution t o  the smaller U. S. ships in the Gulf. g? 


B 
@ 


Along with support to the minesweepers, !LRENTON was home,.,to the  only 
U. S. ground force in  the Gulf - the U. S. Marines. Marine h e  copters f ran 
TREHKN performed almost round-the-clock f l ight  operations. &r ai r  crew. 
searched for  mines, performed surveillance, and accompanf$d d convoys of 
warships and o i l  tankers through the Persian Gulf. P 


I . :%- 
23 


The marines and s a i l o r s  of TRENTON continued t o  t p i n  for  all 
mntingencies. Exercises for defending the ship, coming t o  @e a i d  of a 
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i str ick& ship, and handling la rge  numbers of wounded pers& were held 
r tkrou the deplcynent. 3 


~r&%pril  10th t o  the 14th, 9ItENKN visited the city of 
Arabia.y%hile in Saudi Arabia, TRINPXN acted as a good w i l l  
the ~ n g s e d  States. Various types of quipnent were display 
deck f~~,.viewing by v i s i to r s  t o  the ship, Representativ 
Ihr- ,%$ces examined U, So k v y  and Marine quipnent, and A;nciz$cans working 
in Arabia also visited TRENQM. + E 


f 


oomnunity i n  Ihmm and neighboring ci t ies  e e d  a 'take- 
" program. 'IWNXN sailors and marines we- invited t o  
s of Americans and other Westerners cusd erijcl?i;pd an evening 


a relaxed, home-like atmosphere. The br - k was badly 
e r  more than a month of nowstop operations a t  !UUNW in 


a reception onboard f o r  loca l  diplomats and businhss men, I n  
some of TREWnBJ1s officers and men were guests a t  thd3residence of 


can anbassador to  Bahrain for an evening of food &XI fellowship, 
% -, 


Ch *$usday, April 14th, lXPPRN left Ihrnmm to r e s m  opefptions i n  the 
Gulf. t e r  such a res t fu l  port  v i s i t ,  the Gulf waters s e e e d  calm and 
quiet .  %:At about 5: 00 PM, the ' rea l i ty  of war in the &rsi& Gulf q u i c l y  
return& Word was plssed that the frigate USS SAMEL B. RCB&I!~!S had suf- 


derwater explosion, l a t e r  confirmed to  have beeif caused by an . B +% 
TON s e t  a course fo r  the ROBERTS t o  a s s i s t  


Quipnent and fresh water were flown t o  t h e  " 
ded sa i lo r s  from the  EaLIBEXE was flown to  
burns t o  h i s  upper body, arms, neck and 
examined and stabilized, the ~ a t i e n t  was f lG  E& TRBXN to  


ASU BaL.b&ir~ for further care. Z 
> 7 > . R 


15th TRWIW supported operations that located &minefield in 
was h i t  and identified the mines a s  Iranian ina&rigin. The 


14th and 15th s e t  the stage for %ration MMWIS, 
Iranian o i l  platforms and naval un 


ning of international waters. TREXRX 
destroyers USS MERRZLL and 


oup "BRAVO" assaulted the Irani  Sassan Gas- 
MI in  the  central Persian Gulf, After dthe occupants 
t o  evacuate, the platform was taken under f i r e  by 


r s  and helicopters. llUNKN1s Marines then boarded. the platform 
ges to  destroy its potential for use by the Irani$n mili tary,  
I s  group departed the area, leavin the platform a ' " m i n g  ruin, 
ow for freedom of ~ v i g a t i o n  had %een struck. - a - -" 
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hosted a n h r  of distirq 
The Chaisrt3an of of $taff, Admiral William 
vis i ted T@%TOtJ PRAYZPJG M I S  to  pr 


ncluded the Commander in 
Crist, USK, Representative Bever 
(D-UT) and the U. S. hbassadors 


After the U S  B. KB- &ruck the mine, TREBTOLY 
, raising the number of helicopter 
ght deck tcp nine. The Marine Air 
tachmerit f ran the KBEKE, logged 


significant mishap. 


return v*&e to k 
fran the Qmrm~der, 


and sugp~rt to the U. S. 


were m t  ,&twor . 


tern 
ef forts  w@re inst 
one of the primary ves of the missian." 


'L cy 


Spanish "gold coast". 


family and friends w 
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IRENION* 2-88 TEAn ON CUTY IN THE GULF 
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preparations for a la te  Febrllary 1980 deployment t o  the Mediterranean Sea. 
These plans changed drasti cd ly  when the was scheduled t o  leave for 
the Arabian Gulf with less t k .  30 days notice. 


When Trenton l e f t  Norfolk on 27 January 1988 her task-was unique: 
proceed to  the Arabian Gulf kb act as a minesweeper (MSO) support sh ip  and 
a s  host ship for Contingency :&trine Air-Ground Task Force 2-88. 


The MAGTF is comps5d'of four units: a command element, a ground 
combat element, an aviation combat element, and a combat supiport service 
elment. "Our MAGTF is task .organized based upon the assigned mission." 
s t a t e s  Major Sam Brinkley ti!k l#GTF Executive Officer.. "fie broad goal is 
to  be a contingency force s@rting the Commander Joint Tack Force Middle 
East. Also, we a r e  working t o  support the  Trenton in-h&r mine counter- _ = 
measure support role." 


Previous Contingency *HAGTF 'S were embarked on a 'large amphibious 
assault ship, specifically GISH. When Trenton was selected t o  replace 
both the LPH and LSD (the previous MSO "mothershigw)in the  Middle East 
Force, MGtT 2-88 had t o  sib down in  order t o  f i t  aboard Trenton. T h i s  
meant only the most v e r s a t f h  and essent ial  gear w a ~  on-loaded. Even SO, 


eight he1 icopters f ran Marine iight/Attack He1 icoptor Squadron 167 (HML,/A 
167) were squeezed on t o  Trenton's f l ight deck for Arabian Gulf operations. .. 


'", 
t . 


The tough task of ?larking the onload of equipmekt was the job of 
Trenton's Combat Cargo Officer , Fi r s t  Lieutenant ,John' Quigley . "The 
equipnent embarked was unuegal f o an *LPD and created many challenges. f mmal loading techniques ha$ to .lie -fi&£ied t o  a'ccomoaate the outsized 
items such as the xqs.  ,&terations werepde 
t o  the - w e l l  'deck a u l d  receive el&tri*&l pw&r f ran 
the  ship.  he onload was completed - with only a few hoyrs t o  spare before 
getting underway. " ,I. 7 , . 


-X " 


.3* - * - 
Because of the t i g h t  fit, many unique requirements for  equipment 


stowage were creatively solved. A gear locker for Trenton's quartermasters 
was converted i n t o  the ~ o i n c -  ~n te l l igen  e -en te r  and a p r t a b l e  rea9;rm 


?* 
5 was welded t o  the weather&& on the 0-2 evel. 


As well a s  supporting & MAGW, Trenton is providing a f u l l  range of 
Inother-ship" services t o  the,mi'nesweepers ,.. and frigates pltrolling t e Gulf. 


AG* 'u - * 


"Being a mothe unusual role for an LPD," states Tr t n l s  
* Supply Off i c e  LT Al . me have to b6 very f lexible .  


on s tores  f r w  a C o a t -  
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ip then give the smaller vessels what 'e 
need. " . . 
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I f  the-minesweepers cannot pul l  alongsiqei-.f~en&$@~ stures can be 
delivered by the ship's UX-8 Assault Craft car rie$l .h lihe weis deck. 'We 
no t  only supply food s t o r e s  but a l so  parts support; repair support, 


C disbursing services, ship's store arid barber se rviqka i c a l  and dental  
s e r t ,  and even hotel services!, " stateg LT ~est&$$el . = ' -. -" +. - 


" 


Minesweepers crews remain in the-gulf four ,&hs nt a time. When it 
is time for the new crew t o  step a b r d  Qlhere isn't bough berthing aboard 
t h e  MSO f cr  both crews, SO, "HOTEL TREkPlT3Nu &OV the addi t ional  
berthing required during the crew rotation period. :&.. 


&Z . "4 
Repair services a re  one of the many areas @I which &rim and ~ s v y  


elanents colnplesnent each other. Trenton's Mill Te4Wciank can handle the 
la rges t  welding and repair  jobs while the Xarii$ C&t Service Support 
~ l a n e n t  has the equipment t o  supplement the s h i & ~  capabi l i ty  t o  repair  
delicate radar and co~nmunications gear. - -'- ? I  ;@ -3 


OUlrr services offered t o  the  mirigsweepers &bd f &at& by Trento 
include a s a i l  l o f t  that  can make awaings and3&kch covers, two shipg: 
stores selling everything from necessit&=i%s like sods6 and shaving cream t o  
such luxcr ies  a s  c a s s e t t e  tapeg and jewlery,zm a1 and dental  
depirtments that offer the most immediate access to;bea re in  the Gulf. 
Between TREP~TON and the  embarked -MPIGTF repair '&mi e"availab1e for 
valves, gauges, teletypewriters, -ication equi* - *. rigerators, and 
s n a l l  a rms  t o  name o n l y c  a f e w ,  ' .  *< -9 


-4,- 


As for t h e  crew, morale is oery,high. L~Q$ Corporal, Whitehair f r m  
ww River, lbrth Carolina volunteerea for  t h i s  &sick with the  Marine 
Aviation C h t  Element. nThe Gulf is where the a b n  Zs. We work 12 hours 
on and 12 hours off w i t h  the Ship's Aik Department board. . We don' t get 
too many weekends off but liberty in Bahrain is excking." 


ihr wu.% x- 
** 


- .  Q SN Ford rep r t s ,  We' re 1104 af raw. t o  go +to-&&#eral-: Quarters. 1 'm a 
look-out and we' re working together with the ~ b ; l n f o p t i o n  Center. We 
can spot contactg- wayO& with out bi&cdars thaR after ZIC t e l l s  - 


--9 
us where to  look. The Harines are feally great.% lhey help' us i n  working 
pa r t i e s  when we load supplies or h&ve t o  move gear around t h e  ship." 


A* 


A typical lunch time aboard Trenton ca - an :~ndica t  ion of the  
diversi ty  of the ship's mission. Sailors and s eat el--to-elbow on 
the rness deck. Sailors from a nearky Mineswee hogping ,in t h e  sh ip ' s  
st ore for to i le t r ies ,  watches, postcards s for friends i n  t h e  
States. Just outside on the f l ight  deck, heli  r o w s  beat a t  the a i r  
a s  Marine a i r c r a f t  t a k e  o f f  and land, bx Navy flight-deck 
personnel. Fork-lifts shu t t l e  p a l l e t s  of iae between Storage 
spaces and the flight deck while the ship' g r a f t  @ & A) Crane 
luwers them into the waiting LLX-8 craft  a1 r*-the ship's bridge, , 


members of the Mariljg Ground Combat E l  liber machine gun - 


3 - -  . as wyyQ loo-. scan the horizon for contacts: 
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' @ 20 ?kcember 1988 the <%S received the Joint tkritorious Onit 
~ w a & d  for her contribution 50 OPERATION PRAYIS W T I S ,  The award was 
pi ea&ted by Captain Thomas S. Tremor, Commer. Amphibious Squadron 
M - v e .  . 


- .  * .' ** - .r- 
*ration P&~&&s bas ven for actions taken by 


the UniM States against Iraian assets in the Gulf in retaliation for the 
rmininq of internatic.?al -.qdters by Iran, The USS SAMUEL 8, I.\r7SEWS struck an 
Iranian anti-shipping mine in international waters on April 1 4 ,  1988. 
During PRAYXPJI; RANTIS on April 18, 1988, !iWNKN garticipated in the beard- 


- 


ing of Lhe Iranian Sassan Gas-Oil separation platf~rm. 


In a d d i t i o n  t o  the Joint Meritorious unit '  Award, e l e v e n   TRENT^^ 
s a i l o r s  received the Navy Achievement Medal from the Comnander of the Joint 
Task Force Middle East far contributions made during TREIWN1s six month 
deplayment to the Persian Gill£ . , February to July 1988. I 


. _ -  : :- - 
In his imarks, Corn*& r noted tha; -IS actions in the 


Persian Gulf helped shorten the conflict between Itaq andsrran and helped 
kesp international waters free from terrorism. Additijxkflly, the Camdore 
cmplimented !lRWRX for a suscessful yard upkeep period a t  Metro Machine 
Shipyard in downtown Norfolk. N s o  present at the Ceremony was Colonel 
W i l l i a m  Wow, U X ,  CarrPMnder of Contingency Marisbe Air-Ground Task Force 
2-88, the exbarked U.S. Plarine contingent on 9WNlXN fiuring the cruise. 


Captain Robert M. Nutwell, the CommandingL~fficer of TRENTON, 
enmuraged the crew to take pride in their past accxqdishnents as they face 
the challeriggs of a new operating cycle with deteimi~atibn to  further en- 
hance the ship's performance. 


.- 
Navy A&&vemi=nt P M a l  recipikts were: 


fCC(s?) JatIN ExxAm KmEBvR€ i 
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rn(SW) 5rRmEN MIKE SOUX;S 
B M C ( ~ P ( I m .  (XXINCIL 
w j w )  ~BOMAS BREIT MLLXNS 
BM2IUcmx-BIVINS 
m l@mE E ( U s s J u  PARSONS 
R M 1 s r N m W I m Q d R K  ' LC-5 *-*--*. 
DK.2 JT;HN AIsERT MdlANIEL -, . 


. - 
abb 


. - 
* * 


- .- 
* 


.,"?-t-0 - 4 


, . * - 





