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1. Submitted in accordance with reference (a).

a. DBACRGROUND: USS TRENTON (LPD 14), an amphibious transport dock, is
named for the historic capital of New Jersey that was founded by an 18th
century shipowner and businessman, Colonel William Trent. The present USS
TRENTON is the third U.S. vessel to bear the name. 'The first was a' steam
sloop of war commissioned in 1874. The second was a light cruiser, L 11,
commissioned in 1924, which served with Asiatic, Caribbean and Southeast
Pacific fleets during World War II. e keel for the present TRENTON was
laid on 8 August 1966. She was christened on 3 August 1968 by Mrs. Richard
J. Hughes, wife of the then governor of New Jersey. TRENTON's mission is to
transport, land, and support Marine forces on a hostile shore. The
amphibious transport dock (LPD) is a very versatile class of amphibious
ship. TRENTON can carry over 900 troops plus their vehicles, equ:.pnent,
weapons, amunition and supplies. She also carries landing craft in her
floodable well deck and topside, and she can operate hel icopters and VIOL
aircraft fram her flight deck. TRENTON participated in the 1983 liberation
of Grenada, was a member of the r'ultinational Force off the coast of Beruit,
Lebanon, in 1983-1984, and was a participant in Operation PRAYING MANTIS in
April 1988 during a six month deployment to the Persian Gulf. '



Subj: COMMAND HISTORY

b. COMMANDING OFFICER:

(1) Captain Robert J. Reader, USN, 1 JAN - 5 FEB 1988
(2) Captain Robert M. Nutwell, USN, 5 FEB - 31 DEC 1988

c. HOMEPORT: Norfolk, Virginia
d. CHRNQLOGY: Attached as enclosure (3).
e. NARRATIVE: Attached as enclosure (4).
f. STATISTICS:
(1) Navigation: Miles traveled for 1988: 26,506
(2) Aviation: Landings: 3915
Aircraft moves: 2435 ,
JP5 aviation fuel delivered: 350,000

2. Enclosures (5) through (13) are submitted to supplement the 1988 Command

History



01 - 19 JAN
20 - 23 JAN
24 - 27 JMAN
28 JAN

05 FEB
07 FEB
07 - 13 FEB
14 FEB
15 - 21 FEB

22 FEB

24 FEB
26 - 09 APR

10 - 14 APR

14 APR

18 APR

20 - 22 ARR

23 - 21 MAY

23 - 03 JUN

1988 CHRONQLOGY

IMAV WITH USS SHENANDOAH
AMMUNITION ONLOAD YORKTOWN NWS

INFORT NORFOLK, (NLOAD MAGTF 2-88

UNDERWAY FOR ATLANTIC OCEAN TRANSIT

ENROUTE MEF

CHANGE OF COMMAND

INPORT ROTA, SPAIN

TRANSIT MEDITERRANEAN SEA
SOUTHBQUND TRANSIT OF SUEZ CANAL
TRANSIT RED SEA AND INDIAN OCEAN

TRANSIT STRAITS OF HORMUZ, ENTER
PERSIAN GULF

TURNOVER WITH USS FORTLAND
PROVIDED LOGISTIC/SUPPLY/
MAINTENANCE SUPPORT FOR
MCMGRJCOM MsSO'S

MOORED AD DAMMAN, SAUDI ARABIA
UNDERWAY, USS SAMUEL B. RCBERTS
HITS MINE, PROVIDED MEDEVAC AND
SAR OPERATIONS

OPERATION PRAYING MANTIS, SASSAN
OIL FIELD

MOORED DUBAI, U.A.E., FOR
AMMONITION OFFLOAD OF USS SAMUEL

B. ROBERTS

PERSIAN GULF OPERATIONS PROVIDING
(QONVOY ESCORT AREA SURVEILLANCE
Q~-ROUTE SURVEY AND MAGTF/MSO AND
CRULES SUPPORT '

MOORED, MINA SULMAN PIER, BAHRAIN,
FOR BOILER MAINTENANCE
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27
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25
24
27
29
03
07
10
12
14
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- 22

- 24

- 03

- 09

- 12
- 21

- 17

SEP

PERSIAN GULF OPERATIONS PROVIDING
CQONVOY ESCORT, AREA SURVEILLANCE,
Q-ROUTE SURVEY AND MAGTF/MSO AND
CRUDES SUPPORT

TURNOVER WITH USS DUBUQUE

TRANSIT STRAITS OF HORMUZ QUT OF
PERSIAN GULF

TRANSIT INDIAN OCEAN AND RED SEA
NORTHBOUND TRANSIT OF SUEZ CANAL
TRANSIT MEDITERRANEAN SEA
INPORT MALAGA, SPAIN

TRANSIT ATLANTIC OCEAN

MOOR MOREHEAD CITY, NC OFFLOAD
MAGTF 2-88

UNDERWAY TIGER CRUISE

MOOR LITTLE CREEK, VA COMPLETE
MAGTF 2-88 '

LEAVE AND UPKEEP, LITTLE CREEK, VA
UNDERWAY VACAPES

INFORT NORFOLK, VA

INFORT AND UNDERWAY MIT

INPORT NORFOLK, VA

AMMONITION OFFLOAD, "W" ANCHORAGE
INPORT NORFOLK, VA

ANCHOR (HESAPEARE BAY, DIQ'S
INFORT NORFOLK, VA

UNDERWAY, OPPE
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17 - 20 SEP INFORT NORFOLK

21 SEP - 31 DEC DPMA METRO MACHINE NORFOLK, VA

3 ' Enclosure (3)




COMSAND RARRATIVE

While deployed to the Persian Gglf as a unit of the U.S. Middle East Force
(MIDEASTFOR) from February to June 1988, USS TRENTON (LPD 14) pioneered a new role
for the versatile amphibious transport dock. TRENTON relieved an LPH as the host
ship for a Contingency Marine Air-Ground Task Force (CMAGTF), and she relieved an
LSD as the "mother ship" for the six ocean minesweepers (MSO's) in the Gulf.

Since this was the largest detachment of helicopters ever embarked in an LPD
for extended operations, some reconfiguration of the ship was required. An
aviation intermediate maintenance support capability was provided by installing
standard Marine field support vans on TRENTON's Upper Vehicle Storage deck. (This
installation required a modification to the ship's electrical distribution
system.) Additionally, vans were installed topside to serve as a ready room and
adninistrative office. Most importantly fram an operational standpoint, TRENTON's
large flight deck was certified for four new deck edge launch/recovery spots in
addition to the two standard LPD centerline spots. The new spots provided the
additional flexibility necessary to operate eight helicopters effectively and to
meet MIDEASTFOR commitments. TRENTON's Helicopter Operations Bill was extensively
revised to accomodate the new flight deck loading and certification.

During the deployment, CMAGTF 2-88 provided security detachments and weapons
training to other units in the Gulf. MAGTF helicopter operating from TRENTON and
other platforms conducted Aerial mine-hinting, provided protection for friendly
ships fram surface and helicopter attack, and provided indispensable logistics
support. The MAGTF also trained extensivly for its various ocontingency missions.
This training paid off on 18 April when TRENTON/CMAGTF 2-88 played a key role in
neutralizing the Iranian Sassan o0il platform in the central Persian Gulf during
Operation "PRAYING MANTIS, "

An wmexpected addition to TRENTON's unusual flight deck load on this
deployment resulted fram the mine damage to SAMUEL B, ROBERTS (FFG 56) on 14
April. Following this incident, the ROBERTS' SH-60B LAMPS MK III helicopter from
HSL-44 Det 5 was embarked on TRENTON, where it remained for the remainder of the
deployment. Fully integrated into TRENTON/MAGTF operations and command/control
procedures, the LAMPS significantly enhanced surface surveillance and mine-hunting
capabilities while continuing to support other units in the Gulf.

TRENTON provided logistical support to the MSO's in both operating and rear
base areas. The logistical support consisted of fuel, fresh water, electricity,
crew services, repairs, and resupply of food, parts, and material. Most support -
was provided by bringing the MSO alongside while TRENTON was at anchor. When
necessary, the crew services, resupply, and repair support was provided via
TRENTON boats.

The LPD also provided important operational support of the MSO's., TRENTON's
communication division assisted with incoming and outgoing messages and guarded
selected circuits for the MSO's. MAGTF helicopters, the LAMPS, and TRENTON's

Enclosure (4)



weapons helped to defend the MSO's against surface and helicopter attack.
Hel icopter mine-hunting in advance of the MSO significantly improved the safety of
mine clearance operations.

Except when preparing for and executing an actual contingency mission
("Praying Mantis"), the MAGTF and MSO support missions proved not only compatible
but complementary. Most MAGTF training could be conducted in conjunction with MSO
support operations, and most importantly the helicopter—equipped LPD was able to
provide significant operational support to the MSO's.

In late June of 1988 USS DUBUQUE (LPD 8) relieved TRENTON as the MIDEASTFOR
LPD. The successful dual-mission deployments of these two ships demonstrated the
excellent versatility of the highly-capable amphibious transport dock. The
ability of the LPD to act as a "mini-LPH/IHA" offers policymakers an attractive
option for scenarios in which a larger ship is not desired for political or
military reasons. The MIDEASTFOR LPD deployments also provide another outstanding

example of Navy/Marine teamwork and ingenuity successfully applied to a tough
national security challenge. ’
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: The amphibious transport dock USS ‘1‘~REN'ION (LPD-14) left. Norfolk

¢ Virginia on January 27, 1988, with 30 officers and a crew of 400 men for the
‘ Persian Gulf., Originally scheduled for a deploymen"' to the Mediterrane:
Sea at the end of February, TRENTON was ordered in early January to prepaz:
to sail for the Persian Gulf by the end of the month.

During her six month deplqnnent TRENTON performed two prirary missmns
she served as host ship for Contingency Marine Air-Ground Task Force 2-88
(a 350-man U, S. Marine force with 8 U. S. Marine helicopters) and a
"mother ship" for the 6 U. S. Navy minesweepers on station in the Per51
Gulf.

TRENTON's tasking was unique. Her flight deck was crowded with 8 U. S
Marine helicopters, 2 CH-46 "Sea Knights", 4 AH-1T "Cobras", and 2 UH-1
"Hueys", the most ever operated from the flight deck of an LPD. Also
taking minesweepers alongside for replenishment and repairs had never been
attempted by an LPD. V

The officers and crew of TRENTON used inncvative and creative methodsf_.t
solve problems faced during the six month cruise. Here is a brief accoun
of her voyage:

The real work of the deployment started long before TRENTON left Norfol
in late January. When word was received in December that TRENTON vas hea
ing for the Persian Gulf less than four weeks hence, preparations began
earnest; Because a ship like TRENTON had never embarked 8 helicopters fc
an extended deployment, there was no prior experience to draw upon fo
reference. Special efforts were made to ensure that all the equipment
essential for the repair and maintenance of the aircraft would fit on .

LPD.

Supplies for a six month voyage had to be carefully loaded. Many o
TRENTON's 400-man crew put in extra long days to make prepara..lons for the
trip, sacrificing precious time with family and friends in order to ensur

everything was ready.

Because of the tight fit, many unique requirements for eguipment stowagé-
were creatively solved. A gear locker for TRENTON's quartermasters wa ‘*{
converted into office space for intelligence operations and a portabieZ
ready-room was installed on an exterior deck topside for use by Marin

pilots for briefings and planning sessions.

Durmg her Atlantlc crossmg, TRENTON's crew and the 350 U. S. Nkarme
learned how to live and work in close quarters. Marine pilots practicé
landings and take-offs at the direction of Navy flight deck crews. Gener
quarters and damage control drills were rehearsed to familiarize men withs
the equipment and techniques they needed to know to handle emergencies that®
might arise in the Gulf.
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On February 7th, TRENTON stopped for 6 hours t@ *refuel in_ Rota, Spain.
She steamed through the Suez Canal on February 13th, then traversed the Red
Sea and’ portlons of the Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea to enter the
Persian Gulf via the Strait of Bormmuz on February let. '

Monday, February 22nd, found TRENTON in the Persian Gulf heading
northwest with her escort, the guided missile frigate USS JCHN A, MOORE. In
mid-afternoon two speed boats of a type operated by Iranian forces ap-
proached the ship at high speed. TRENTON issued radio warnings and fired
flares at the approaching craft, but these signals went unheeded. TRENTON'S
crew was ordered to general quarters stations as warning shotg from a .50
caliber machine gun were fired across the bow of the lead boai:, causing it
to veer away. The event impressed the crew and embarked Marmes that opera-
tions in the Persian Gulf would regquire constant vigilance.

After almost a month-long voyage, TRENTON anchored in late February just
off the coast of Bahrain, near the city of Manama. The United States Navy
has a small "Administrative Support Unit", also known as '?QSU" there,
away fram the shipboard enviromnment. ASU has swimming pools, ,»“llbrary, and
a club where American music can be heard on a juke box. Overse_" telephones
are one of the most popular features therel

Manama is also the capital city of the nation of Bahreiin. TRENTON
Sailors and Marines rapidly discovered that customs in the Middle East were
very different fram those in the United States. The crew was gdwsed to be
on their best behavior while on liberty, as Bahrain is a conservatlve,
Moslem country. Conservative dress, 1nclud1ng long trouser% even in the

mid-summer heat, is required. Drinking alcohol in public is not allowed.
Many shops and restaurants close for prayer in the afterngon and early
evening. Despite the differences from Western customs, TRENTON's Bahraini
hosts were gracious and helpful, and crew members enjoye& liberty in
Bahrain.

In the Gulf, TRENTON quickly learned to operate oontmuously, providing
U. S. minesweepers with food, water, fuel, spare parts and repairs at all
hours of day or night. Sailors on the mmesweepers came aboard TRENTON for
personnel services and "liberty.”™ The "sweeps" are so small:
aboard TRENTON was like a trip to town for their crews. %ine aircraft
made runs to ASU for morale-boosting mall, which was sorted on:TRENTON for
distribution to the smaller U. S. ships in the Gulf.

Along with support to the minesweepers, TRENTON was homeﬁto the only
U.S. ground force in the Gulf - the U.S. Marines. Marine helv copters from
TRENTON perfoxmed almost round-the-clock flight operations. ir air crews
searched for mines, performed surveillance, and accompaniéd convoys of
warships and oil tankers through the Persian Guilf.

LA

‘hv*

The marines and sailors of TRENTON continued to t:am for all
contingencies. Exercises for defending the ship, coming to i:he aid of a

3
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T g

kel ship, and handling 1arge numbers of wounded pers
through@t the deployment.

From Apnl 10th to the 14th, TRENTON visited the city of Dain
Arabia. - While in Saudi Arabia, TRENTON acted as a good will ambassador for
d States. Various types of equipment were displayed’on the flight
deck for viewing by visitors to the ship. Representatives of the Saudi
Armed "’aji'ces examined U. S. Navy and Marine equipment, and Pmericans working
in Saudi Arabia also visited TRENTON.

erican community in Dammam and neighboring cities hé¢sted a "take-
o-dinner" program. TRENTON sailors and marines were invited to
vate homes of Americans and other Westerners and en joygd an evening
ooking in a relaxed, home-like atmosphere. The break was badly
ifter more than a month of non-stop operations at . TRENTON in
a reception onboard for local diplomats and buainéss men, In
some of TRENTON's offlcers and men were guests at- tlle rasldence of

turn hel
addition;
the Aw

Gulf, After such a restful port visit, the Gulf waters seé@ed calm and
quiet, . At about 5:00°PM, the Treality of war in the Per51an Gulf quickly
return Word was passed that the frigate USS SAMUEL B. ROBER

image control
B.". One of
the 1 ﬁounded sailors from the ROBERTS was flown to N where he was
jﬁor b.xrns to his upper body, arms, neck and face. fifter he was
‘ rom TRENTON to

pril 15th TRENTON supported operations that located ttiejminefield in
BERTS was hit and identified the mines as Iranian in “origin. The
of April 1l4th and 15th set the stage for Cperation PRAYING MANTIS,
ruction of Iranian oil platforms and naval units in reéponse to the
iafi‘mining of international waters. TRENTON and her embarked Marine
©e, with the destroyers USS MERRILL and USS McG)ﬁ!ICK, formed
tlon Group "BRAVO",

day, April 18th, Group "BRAVO" assaulted the Irani t: Sassan Gas-
Oil Separation Platform in the central Persian Gulf. After the occupants
y ed and allowed to evacuate, the platform was taken under fire by
oyers and helicopters. TRENTON's Marines then boarded the platform
and set charges to destroy its potential for use by the Iranian mil 1tary.

;. 's group departed the area, leaving the platform a smoking ruin,
a deus Ve blow for freedom of navigation had geen struck. 4
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Wmla 1n the Q
The Chamsan of th
visited TRENTOH fq
action asards. ¢
Command General
Representative Wa
Dubai, U.A,E.

TRENTON hosted a number of dlstmgms@d vmtors.
t Chiefs of Staff, Admiral William J. Crowej USN,
ing Operation PRAYING MANTIS to present two’ ‘combat
Visitors included the Commander in Chlef, Central
B. Crist, UMC, Representative Beverly Byron (D-MD),
1s (D-UT) and the U. ,,S. Ambassadors t¢:.Bahrain and

After the USS &1 B. ROBERTS $truck the mine, 'I’REN‘I’G’%_ mbarked the
er, raising the number of helicopters ¢ erating from
ight deck to nine. The Marine Air Coffdat Element,
i7:detachment from the ROBERTS, logged ovef 2200 flight
23 during the deployment, an unpreceéen»;gd level of
~1PD. TRENTON's flight deck crews compﬂ sted over 2300
significant | nushap.

TRENTON's already
together with the
hours and 3500 land
flight activity for«
alrcraft mwes withe

In lafe June , as the US$ TREN‘I‘ON left the Persiz
return voyage to No ¢ Virginia, TRENTON received the foll
fram the Comna,:der, Q}t Task Force. dedle East: ; ‘

&ﬂf for the
.ng message

MSO's as *mother ‘ship® can only be described as
d by the severe climate, regional tensi@ins, high op-
~{es inheren" at the end of a long logisktical chain,
service and support to the U. S. minesyBeping opera-
. The professionalism, dedication : enthusiasm
ENTON and the MAGTF providing securityy
support for he MSG)'s and tanker es

"Vour SUPPOI” %
outstanding. Und:
tempo, or the diffi
you provxded criti
tion in the Persian
shown by the men ¢
escort .and surveill
were most notewor b
When, 1n the a.f
Forces launched
TEUD%RI%éﬂi?TF team -
efforts wére inst 4
one of the pnmary :

th of the mlnlng of USS SAMUEL B. R¢§£Rm, U. S.
taliation strike against Iranlan“"gssets, the
égam called upon and again responded superbly. Your
, Platform,

sailors and marines enjoyed a wel'égeamed v151t
 the Spamsh gold coast”.

and sucL.essfully k
Persian Glﬂf The

.......

by CAPT Rokf)ert M. Nutwell, O, of“y;.", =4
. MAGTF 2-88 was commanded by (OL Will;;ﬂ;ﬂ
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As -1987 came t® % cidse,‘(?h!y cc® of U ssﬂ‘fghggn’* was, bﬁ%’ makmg
preparations for a late February 1988 deployment to the Mediterranean Sea.
These plans changed drastically when the Trenton was scheduled to leave for *
the Arabian Gulf with less tt!ar 30 days notice.

When Trenton left Norfolk on 27 January 1388 her task was unique:
proceed to the Arabian Gulf to act as a minesweeper (MSO) support sh1p and
as host ship for Contingency ‘Marme Air-Ground Task Force 2-88. ;

The MAGTF is compoecd'of four units: a command element, a ground
combat element, an aviation combat element, and a combat.support service
element. "Our MAGTF is task organlzed based upon the assxgned mission.”
states Major Sam Brinkley the MAGTF Executive Officer.: "The broad goal is
to be a contingency force supporting the Commander Joint: Task Force Middle

East. Also, we are workmg to support the Trenton m her mine counter-
measure support role." i -

Previous Contlngency MAG‘I'F'S were embarked on a- large amph1b10us
assault ship, specifically an ‘LPH. When Trenton was selected to replace
both the LPH and LSD (the prevmus MSO "mothership”)in the Middle East
Force, MAGTF 2-88 had to slim down in order to fit aboard Trenton. This
meant only the most versatile and essential gear was on-loaded. Even so,
eight helicopters from Marine ight/Attack Helicoptor Squadron 167 [HML/A
167) were squeezed on to Trentgm fhght deck for Arab1an Gulf operatlons.

The tough task of plannmg the onload of equlpment was the 3ob of
Trenton's Combat Cargo Officer, First Lieutenant John Quigley. "The
equipment embarked was unuspal for an LPD and created many challenges.
Normal loading techniques haa' to. bet flo&ified to accomodate the outsized
items such as the AV1at10n lement 's maintenance vans. Alteratxons weregnade
to the'wéll ‘deck 20" heMintenance vals could receive ‘elétrical ‘power from
the ship. The onload was completed with only a few hoqrs to spar:e before
getting underway." ;

Because of the tlght _;t, many unique requ1rements for equ:.pment
stowage were creatively solved. A gear locker for Trenton's quartermasters
was converted into the Joint. Intelligence Center and a portable ready—-room
was welded to the weatherdecl@*on the 0-2 lével.

.

As well as supportmg the; MAG'JIF, Trenton is prov1dmg a full range of

"mother-ship" services to the ﬁesneepers and frigates patrolling the Guif.

"Being a mother-ship ,:i .an unusual role for an LPD,” states Trenton's
Supply Officer LT Al Westmoreland. #We have to be very flexible. We take
on stores from & Conrbat- S&rés Shlp then give the smaller vessels what t&y
medo . '
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If the minesweepers cannot pull alongsid ‘on, stores can be
delivered by the ship's QM-8 Assault Craft carried in the well deck. "We
not only supply food stores but also parts support, repair support,
disbursing services, ship's store and barber serviges, 1ca1 and dental
support, and even hotel services!,” states LT We eland. “ :

Minesweepers crews remain in the- qulf four months at a time. When it
is time for the new crew to step aboard there 1'-3n't enough berthing aboard
the MSO fcr both crews, so, "HOTEL ‘TRENTON" i:xovu}es the additional
berthing required during the crew rotation period. :it. ;

Repair services are one of the many areas-in wh ch Manne and Navy
elements complement each other. Trenton's Hull Tecfmimans can handle the
largest welding and repair jobs while the Marine Combat Service Support
Element has the equipment to supplement the ship capabllity to repau
delicate radar and communications gear.:- L e

Othar services offered to the minesweepers ft?“gates hy Trenton
include a sail loft that can make awnings and Nhatch covers, two ship's
stores selling everything from necessitiés like socks and shaving cream to
such luxuries as cassette tapes and jewlery --and medical and dental
depertments that offer the most immediate access to 1th care in the Gulf.
Between TRENTON and the embarked MAGTF repan: servwes ‘are available for

small arms to name only a few.

As for the crew, morale 1s very hlgh.
New River, North Carolina volunteered for this
Aviation Combat Element. "The Gulf is where the action is. We work 12 hours
on and 12 hours off with the Ship's Air Departmentf ' board. . We don't get
too many weekends off but liberty in Bahrain is exciting.”

Corparal Wmtehalr from
sion with the Marine

SN Ford reports,"We re not af ra)‘i to go:to-Gen
lock-out and we're working together with the Combat ‘Informatxon Center. We
can spot contacts-way®dut with out bingculars:andwatch them after CIC tells
us where to look. The Marines are really great.

+ They help'us in workmg
partles when we load supplies or have to move gear around the ship.*”

A typical lunch time aboard Trenton can gz an. indicat;.on of the
diversity of the ship's mission. Sailors and Mar; 23] eat elbow-to-elbow on
the mess deck. Sailors from a nearby Minesweeper ar - shopping in the ship's
fts for friends in the

-é‘?g_rotors beat at the air

I'ma
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On 20 December 1988 the U?SS TRENTON reoeived the Joint Meritorious Unit.
Awax;& for her contribution to OPERATION PRAYING MANTIS. The award was

preaerted by Captain Thomas S. 'rreanor, Commander Amphibious Squadron

Opetation PI!AYfNG 'MAN"IS vas the code name given for actions taken by
the United States against Iranian assets in the Guif in retaliation for the
mining of internaticnal waters by Iran, The USS SAMUEL B. :ROBERTS struck an
Iranian anti-shipping mine in international waters on- April 14, 1988,
During PRAYING MANTIS on April 18, 1988, TRENTON participated in the board-
ing of the Iranian Sassan Gas-0Oil separation platform.

In addition to the Joint Meritorious Unit Award, eleven TRENTON
sailors received the Navy Achievement Medal from the Commander of the Joint
Task Force Middle East for contributions made during TRENTON's six month
deployment to the Persian Gulf from February to July 1988. :

. In his remarks, Commodore Treanor noted that 'I'RBQ'Im's actions in the
' Persian Gulf helped shorten the conflict between Iraq andiIran and helped
keep international waters free from terrorism. Mdltlorﬁ‘lly, the Commodore
oomphmented TRENTON for a successful yard upkeep period at Metro Machine
Shipyard in downtown Norfolk. Also present at the ceremony was Colonel
William Rakow, USMC, Commander of Contingency Marine Air-Ground Task Force
2~-88, the embarked U.S. Marine contingent on TRR\I‘IDN durmg the cruise.

Captain Robert M. Nutwell, the Commandmg Offlcer of TRENTON,
encouraged the crew to take pride in their past acoonp'llsmnents as they face

the challeriges of a new operating cycle with determmatlon to further en-
hance the shlp s performance.

.

Navy Achievement Medal recipients were: o
ICC{SW) JCGHN EDWARD LEFEBVRE T
MMl TIMOTHY QUITTER L
BT1 RALPH HENRY STACY -
BTl JOSEPH DAVID SMITH
MR1(SW) STEPHEN MIKE SCAGGS
BNMC (S 'RICKT®A. COUNCIL
@1G2(S4) THOMAS BRET MULLINS
BM2 RICARDO SHADWIN BIVINS )
ET1 WAYNE RUSSELL PARSONS b |
DK2 JCHN ALBERT McDANIEL S -

- RN o - B '= .
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Fram: Comanding Officer, USS TRENTCN (LPD-14)
To: Commander, Naval Surface I'orce, U. S. Atlantic Fleet, Norfolk, VA
23511-6292

Subj: PROPOSED PRESS RELEASE

:

(1) Proposed Text

1. Enclosure (1) is submitted for review and approval for release to the
Office of the Mayor of Treanton, N, J., for possible publication in local
newspapers. This release was written at the request of the Mayor's office.

VAN ==ty

R. M. NUIWELL
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: The amphibious transport dock USS ‘1‘~REN'ION (LPD-14) left. Norfolk

¢ Virginia on January 27, 1988, with 30 officers and a crew of 400 men for the
‘ Persian Gulf., Originally scheduled for a deploymen"' to the Mediterrane:
Sea at the end of February, TRENTON was ordered in early January to prepaz:
to sail for the Persian Gulf by the end of the month.

During her six month deplqnnent TRENTON performed two prirary missmns
she served as host ship for Contingency Marine Air-Ground Task Force 2-88
(a 350-man U, S. Marine force with 8 U. S. Marine helicopters) and a
"mother ship" for the 6 U. S. Navy minesweepers on station in the Per51
Gulf.

TRENTON's tasking was unique. Her flight deck was crowded with 8 U. S
Marine helicopters, 2 CH-46 "Sea Knights", 4 AH-1T "Cobras", and 2 UH-1
"Hueys", the most ever operated from the flight deck of an LPD. Also
taking minesweepers alongside for replenishment and repairs had never been
attempted by an LPD. V

The officers and crew of TRENTON used inncvative and creative methodsf_.t
solve problems faced during the six month cruise. Here is a brief accoun
of her voyage:

The real work of the deployment started long before TRENTON left Norfol
in late January. When word was received in December that TRENTON vas hea
ing for the Persian Gulf less than four weeks hence, preparations began
earnest; Because a ship like TRENTON had never embarked 8 helicopters fc
an extended deployment, there was no prior experience to draw upon fo
reference. Special efforts were made to ensure that all the equipment
essential for the repair and maintenance of the aircraft would fit on .

LPD.

Supplies for a six month voyage had to be carefully loaded. Many o
TRENTON's 400-man crew put in extra long days to make prepara..lons for the
trip, sacrificing precious time with family and friends in order to ensur

everything was ready.

Because of the tight fit, many unique requirements for eguipment stowagé-
were creatively solved. A gear locker for TRENTON's quartermasters wa ‘*{
converted into office space for intelligence operations and a portabieZ
ready-room was installed on an exterior deck topside for use by Marin

pilots for briefings and planning sessions.

Durmg her Atlantlc crossmg, TRENTON's crew and the 350 U. S. Nkarme
learned how to live and work in close quarters. Marine pilots practicé
landings and take-offs at the direction of Navy flight deck crews. Gener
quarters and damage control drills were rehearsed to familiarize men withs
the equipment and techniques they needed to know to handle emergencies that®
might arise in the Gulf.

Encl





On February 7th, TRENTON stopped for 6 hours t@ *refuel in_ Rota, Spain.
She steamed through the Suez Canal on February 13th, then traversed the Red
Sea and’ portlons of the Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea to enter the
Persian Gulf via the Strait of Bormmuz on February let. '

Monday, February 22nd, found TRENTON in the Persian Gulf heading
northwest with her escort, the guided missile frigate USS JCHN A, MOORE. In
mid-afternoon two speed boats of a type operated by Iranian forces ap-
proached the ship at high speed. TRENTON issued radio warnings and fired
flares at the approaching craft, but these signals went unheeded. TRENTON'S
crew was ordered to general quarters stations as warning shotg from a .50
caliber machine gun were fired across the bow of the lead boai:, causing it
to veer away. The event impressed the crew and embarked Marmes that opera-
tions in the Persian Gulf would regquire constant vigilance.

After almost a month-long voyage, TRENTON anchored in late February just
off the coast of Bahrain, near the city of Manama. The United States Navy
has a small "Administrative Support Unit", also known as '?QSU" there,
away fram the shipboard enviromnment. ASU has swimming pools, ,»“llbrary, and
a club where American music can be heard on a juke box. Overse_" telephones
are one of the most popular features therel

Manama is also the capital city of the nation of Bahreiin. TRENTON
Sailors and Marines rapidly discovered that customs in the Middle East were
very different fram those in the United States. The crew was gdwsed to be
on their best behavior while on liberty, as Bahrain is a conservatlve,
Moslem country. Conservative dress, 1nclud1ng long trouser% even in the

mid-summer heat, is required. Drinking alcohol in public is not allowed.
Many shops and restaurants close for prayer in the afterngon and early
evening. Despite the differences from Western customs, TRENTON's Bahraini
hosts were gracious and helpful, and crew members enjoye& liberty in
Bahrain.

In the Gulf, TRENTON quickly learned to operate oontmuously, providing
U. S. minesweepers with food, water, fuel, spare parts and repairs at all
hours of day or night. Sailors on the mmesweepers came aboard TRENTON for
personnel services and "liberty.”™ The "sweeps" are so small:
aboard TRENTON was like a trip to town for their crews. %ine aircraft
made runs to ASU for morale-boosting mall, which was sorted on:TRENTON for
distribution to the smaller U. S. ships in the Gulf.

Along with support to the minesweepers, TRENTON was homeﬁto the only
U.S. ground force in the Gulf - the U.S. Marines. Marine helv copters from
TRENTON perfoxmed almost round-the-clock flight operations. ir air crews
searched for mines, performed surveillance, and accompaniéd convoys of
warships and oil tankers through the Persian Guilf.

LA

‘hv*

The marines and sailors of TRENTON continued to t:am for all
contingencies. Exercises for defending the ship, coming to i:he aid of a
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kel ship, and handling 1arge numbers of wounded pers
through@t the deployment.

From Apnl 10th to the 14th, TRENTON visited the city of Dain
Arabia. - While in Saudi Arabia, TRENTON acted as a good will ambassador for
d States. Various types of equipment were displayed’on the flight
deck for viewing by visitors to the ship. Representatives of the Saudi
Armed "’aji'ces examined U. S. Navy and Marine equipment, and Pmericans working
in Saudi Arabia also visited TRENTON.

erican community in Dammam and neighboring cities hé¢sted a "take-
o-dinner" program. TRENTON sailors and marines were invited to
vate homes of Americans and other Westerners and en joygd an evening
ooking in a relaxed, home-like atmosphere. The break was badly
ifter more than a month of non-stop operations at . TRENTON in
a reception onboard for local diplomats and buainéss men, In
some of TRENTON's offlcers and men were guests at- tlle rasldence of

turn hel
addition;
the Aw

Gulf, After such a restful port visit, the Gulf waters seé@ed calm and
quiet, . At about 5:00°PM, the Treality of war in the Per51an Gulf quickly
return Word was passed that the frigate USS SAMUEL B. ROBER

image control
B.". One of
the 1 ﬁounded sailors from the ROBERTS was flown to N where he was
jﬁor b.xrns to his upper body, arms, neck and face. fifter he was
‘ rom TRENTON to

pril 15th TRENTON supported operations that located ttiejminefield in
BERTS was hit and identified the mines as Iranian in “origin. The
of April 1l4th and 15th set the stage for Cperation PRAYING MANTIS,
ruction of Iranian oil platforms and naval units in reéponse to the
iafi‘mining of international waters. TRENTON and her embarked Marine
©e, with the destroyers USS MERRILL and USS McG)ﬁ!ICK, formed
tlon Group "BRAVO",

day, April 18th, Group "BRAVO" assaulted the Irani t: Sassan Gas-
Oil Separation Platform in the central Persian Gulf. After the occupants
y ed and allowed to evacuate, the platform was taken under fire by
oyers and helicopters. TRENTON's Marines then boarded the platform
and set charges to destroy its potential for use by the Iranian mil 1tary.

;. 's group departed the area, leaving the platform a smoking ruin,
a deus Ve blow for freedom of navigation had geen struck. 4

Encl (1)






Wmla 1n the Q
The Chamsan of th
visited TRENTOH fq
action asards. ¢
Command General
Representative Wa
Dubai, U.A,E.

TRENTON hosted a number of dlstmgms@d vmtors.
t Chiefs of Staff, Admiral William J. Crowej USN,
ing Operation PRAYING MANTIS to present two’ ‘combat
Visitors included the Commander in Chlef, Central
B. Crist, UMC, Representative Beverly Byron (D-MD),
1s (D-UT) and the U. ,,S. Ambassadors t¢:.Bahrain and

After the USS &1 B. ROBERTS $truck the mine, 'I’REN‘I’G’%_ mbarked the
er, raising the number of helicopters ¢ erating from
ight deck to nine. The Marine Air Coffdat Element,
i7:detachment from the ROBERTS, logged ovef 2200 flight
23 during the deployment, an unpreceéen»;gd level of
~1PD. TRENTON's flight deck crews compﬂ sted over 2300
significant | nushap.

TRENTON's already
together with the
hours and 3500 land
flight activity for«
alrcraft mwes withe

In lafe June , as the US$ TREN‘I‘ON left the Persiz
return voyage to No ¢ Virginia, TRENTON received the foll
fram the Comna,:der, Q}t Task Force. dedle East: ; ‘

&ﬂf for the
.ng message

MSO's as *mother ‘ship® can only be described as
d by the severe climate, regional tensi@ins, high op-
~{es inheren" at the end of a long logisktical chain,
service and support to the U. S. minesyBeping opera-
. The professionalism, dedication : enthusiasm
ENTON and the MAGTF providing securityy
support for he MSG)'s and tanker es

"Vour SUPPOI” %
outstanding. Und:
tempo, or the diffi
you provxded criti
tion in the Persian
shown by the men ¢
escort .and surveill
were most notewor b
When, 1n the a.f
Forces launched
TEUD%RI%éﬂi?TF team -
efforts wére inst 4
one of the pnmary :

th of the mlnlng of USS SAMUEL B. R¢§£Rm, U. S.
taliation strike against Iranlan“"gssets, the
égam called upon and again responded superbly. Your
, Platform,

sailors and marines enjoyed a wel'égeamed v151t
 the Spamsh gold coast”.

and sucL.essfully k
Persian Glﬂf The

.......

by CAPT Rokf)ert M. Nutwell, O, of“y;.", =4
. MAGTF 2-88 was commanded by (OL Will;;ﬂ;ﬂ

Encl (1)
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As -1987 came t® % cidse,‘(?h!y cc® of U ssﬂ‘fghggn’* was, bﬁ%’ makmg
preparations for a late February 1988 deployment to the Mediterranean Sea.
These plans changed drastically when the Trenton was scheduled to leave for *
the Arabian Gulf with less tt!ar 30 days notice.

When Trenton left Norfolk on 27 January 1388 her task was unique:
proceed to the Arabian Gulf to act as a minesweeper (MSO) support sh1p and
as host ship for Contingency ‘Marme Air-Ground Task Force 2-88. ;

The MAGTF is compoecd'of four units: a command element, a ground
combat element, an aviation combat element, and a combat.support service
element. "Our MAGTF is task organlzed based upon the assxgned mission.”
states Major Sam Brinkley the MAGTF Executive Officer.: "The broad goal is
to be a contingency force supporting the Commander Joint: Task Force Middle

East. Also, we are workmg to support the Trenton m her mine counter-
measure support role." i -

Previous Contlngency MAG‘I'F'S were embarked on a- large amph1b10us
assault ship, specifically an ‘LPH. When Trenton was selected to replace
both the LPH and LSD (the prevmus MSO "mothership”)in the Middle East
Force, MAGTF 2-88 had to slim down in order to fit aboard Trenton. This
meant only the most versatile and essential gear was on-loaded. Even so,
eight helicopters from Marine ight/Attack Helicoptor Squadron 167 [HML/A
167) were squeezed on to Trentgm fhght deck for Arab1an Gulf operatlons.

The tough task of plannmg the onload of equlpment was the 3ob of
Trenton's Combat Cargo Officer, First Lieutenant John Quigley. "The
equipment embarked was unuspal for an LPD and created many challenges.
Normal loading techniques haa' to. bet flo&ified to accomodate the outsized
items such as the AV1at10n lement 's maintenance vans. Alteratxons weregnade
to the'wéll ‘deck 20" heMintenance vals could receive ‘elétrical ‘power from
the ship. The onload was completed with only a few hoqrs to spar:e before
getting underway." ;

Because of the tlght _;t, many unique requ1rements for equ:.pment
stowage were creatively solved. A gear locker for Trenton's quartermasters
was converted into the Joint. Intelligence Center and a portable ready—-room
was welded to the weatherdecl@*on the 0-2 lével.

.

As well as supportmg the; MAG'JIF, Trenton is prov1dmg a full range of

"mother-ship" services to the ﬁesneepers and frigates patrolling the Guif.

"Being a mother-ship ,:i .an unusual role for an LPD,” states Trenton's
Supply Officer LT Al Westmoreland. #We have to be very flexible. We take
on stores from & Conrbat- S&rés Shlp then give the smaller vessels what t&y
medo . '
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If the minesweepers cannot pull alongsid ‘on, stores can be
delivered by the ship's QM-8 Assault Craft carried in the well deck. "We
not only supply food stores but also parts support, repair support,
disbursing services, ship's store and barber serviges, 1ca1 and dental
support, and even hotel services!,” states LT We eland. “ :

Minesweepers crews remain in the- qulf four months at a time. When it
is time for the new crew to step aboard there 1'-3n't enough berthing aboard
the MSO fcr both crews, so, "HOTEL ‘TRENTON" i:xovu}es the additional
berthing required during the crew rotation period. :it. ;

Repair services are one of the many areas-in wh ch Manne and Navy
elements complement each other. Trenton's Hull Tecfmimans can handle the
largest welding and repair jobs while the Marine Combat Service Support
Element has the equipment to supplement the ship capabllity to repau
delicate radar and communications gear.:- L e

Othar services offered to the minesweepers ft?“gates hy Trenton
include a sail loft that can make awnings and Nhatch covers, two ship's
stores selling everything from necessitiés like socks and shaving cream to
such luxuries as cassette tapes and jewlery --and medical and dental
depertments that offer the most immediate access to 1th care in the Gulf.
Between TRENTON and the embarked MAGTF repan: servwes ‘are available for

small arms to name only a few.

As for the crew, morale 1s very hlgh.
New River, North Carolina volunteered for this
Aviation Combat Element. "The Gulf is where the action is. We work 12 hours
on and 12 hours off with the Ship's Air Departmentf ' board. . We don't get
too many weekends off but liberty in Bahrain is exciting.”

Corparal Wmtehalr from
sion with the Marine

SN Ford reports,"We re not af ra)‘i to go:to-Gen
lock-out and we're working together with the Combat ‘Informatxon Center. We
can spot contacts-way®dut with out bingculars:andwatch them after CIC tells
us where to look. The Marines are really great.

+ They help'us in workmg
partles when we load supplies or have to move gear around the ship.*”

A typical lunch time aboard Trenton can gz an. indicat;.on of the
diversity of the ship's mission. Sailors and Mar; 23] eat elbow-to-elbow on
the mess deck. Sailors from a nearby Minesweeper ar - shopping in the ship's
fts for friends in the

-é‘?g_rotors beat at the air
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On 20 December 1988 the U?SS TRENTON reoeived the Joint Meritorious Unit.
Awax;& for her contribution to OPERATION PRAYING MANTIS. The award was

preaerted by Captain Thomas S. 'rreanor, Commander Amphibious Squadron

Opetation PI!AYfNG 'MAN"IS vas the code name given for actions taken by
the United States against Iranian assets in the Guif in retaliation for the
mining of internaticnal waters by Iran, The USS SAMUEL B. :ROBERTS struck an
Iranian anti-shipping mine in international waters on- April 14, 1988,
During PRAYING MANTIS on April 18, 1988, TRENTON participated in the board-
ing of the Iranian Sassan Gas-0Oil separation platform.

In addition to the Joint Meritorious Unit Award, eleven TRENTON
sailors received the Navy Achievement Medal from the Commander of the Joint
Task Force Middle East for contributions made during TRENTON's six month
deployment to the Persian Gulf from February to July 1988. :

. In his remarks, Commodore Treanor noted that 'I'RBQ'Im's actions in the
' Persian Gulf helped shorten the conflict between Iraq andiIran and helped
keep international waters free from terrorism. Mdltlorﬁ‘lly, the Commodore
oomphmented TRENTON for a successful yard upkeep period at Metro Machine
Shipyard in downtown Norfolk. Also present at the ceremony was Colonel
William Rakow, USMC, Commander of Contingency Marine Air-Ground Task Force
2~-88, the embarked U.S. Marine contingent on TRR\I‘IDN durmg the cruise.

Captain Robert M. Nutwell, the Commandmg Offlcer of TRENTON,
encouraged the crew to take pride in their past acoonp'llsmnents as they face

the challeriges of a new operating cycle with determmatlon to further en-
hance the shlp s performance.

.

Navy Achievement Medal recipients were: o
ICC{SW) JCGHN EDWARD LEFEBVRE T
MMl TIMOTHY QUITTER L
BT1 RALPH HENRY STACY -
BTl JOSEPH DAVID SMITH
MR1(SW) STEPHEN MIKE SCAGGS
BNMC (S 'RICKT®A. COUNCIL
@1G2(S4) THOMAS BRET MULLINS
BM2 RICARDO SHADWIN BIVINS )
ET1 WAYNE RUSSELL PARSONS b |
DK2 JCHN ALBERT McDANIEL S -
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