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USS TRENTON (LPD 14) I 

Command Organizat ipn and 1980 High l igh t s  

1. Commanding Of f i ce r  : Captain Henry C. Atwood, Jr. , 1 January t o  8 Ju ly ;  
C a p ~ a i n  Elmore K. Hannah, Jr., 8 J u l y  t o  31 December 1980. 

2. Homeport: Norfolk, V i rg in i a  

3. Command Associat ion:  Under admin i s t r a t i ve  and o p e r a t i o n a l  command of 
Commander Amphibious Squadron S i x  1 January t o  1 November; Commander Amphibious 
Squadron Four 1 November t o  31 December 1980. 

4. S p e c i a l  Topics: 

a. Pub l i c  Rela t ions :  

(1) TRENTON made p o r t  v i s i t s  i n  Malmo, Sweden; Bremerhaven, West Germany; 
and Portsmouth, England a f t e r  Teamwork '80, and hosted over 8000 v i s i t o r s  during 
open houses and s p e c i a l  t ou r s .  

(2) TRENTON, on 22-23 November he ld  an open house a t  t h e  Norfolk Naval 
Base, Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  and e n t e r t a i n e d  over 250 guests .  

b. S t a t i s t i c s :  

(2) Repair P a r t s  and Ship Support: $516,610 

(3) Ship ' s  Fue l  Burned: 2,702,462 g a l l o n s  DFM 

(4) Engine Miles  Traveled: 26,161 mi l e s  

(5) Ammunition Expended: 195 rounds 3"/50 

(6) Safe  F l i g h t  Deck Evolutions: 830 l and ings l t ake  o f f s  

c .  Summary Information: 

(1) Enroute t o  and from Guantanamo Bay dur ing  t h e  per iod  of 7 May through 
4 June TRENTON opera ted  wi th  t h e  USS Pegasus (PHM-I). During t h i s  t ime TRENTON 
conducted a longs ide  r e f u e l i n g ,  " te ther ing"  (high speed towing of Pegasus),  and i n  
gene ra l  t e s t e d  concept of a c t i n g  as a tender / suppor t  s h i p  f o r  a squadron of hydro- 
f o i l s .  

d. Spec ia l  Certifications/Qualifications: 

(1) Received a n  OPPE equivalency c e r t i f i c a t i o n  dur ing  REFTRA, May 1980 

Q) Passed t h e  Supply Management Inspec t ion;  November 1980 

(3) C e r t i f i e d  t o  LandIRecover AV-8A H a r r i e r s  

(14) AN/SLQ,-32 (V)L i n s t a l l a t i o n  and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  - Apr i l  80 

(5) C e r t i f i e d  t o  conduct RH-53D Airborne Mine Countermeasures evolu t ions .  
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Summary of Operat ions 1980 

1 Jan  - 11 M a r  
12 Mar- - 30 Mar 
31 Mar - 1 Apr 

2 Apr - 3 Apr 
4 Apr - 6 Apr 
7 Apr - 11 Apr 

12 Apr - 28 Apr 
29 Apr - 1 May 

2 May - 5 May 
6 May 

7 May - 4 Jun 
24 May - 26 May 
5 Jun - 7 Jun 
8 Jun - 22 Jun 

23 Jun - 27 Jun 
28 Jun - 29 Jun 
30 Jun - 3 J u l  
4 J u l  - 13 J u l  

8 J u l  
14 J u l  - 17 J u l  

18  J u l  
1 9  J u l  - 20 J u l  
21 J u l  - 25 J u l  
25 J u l  - 27 J u l  
27 J u l  - 28 J u l  
28 J u l  - 1 Aug 

1 Aug 
1 Aug - 4 Aug 
2 Aug - 26 Aug 

1 4  Aug 
26 Aug - 28 Aug 

28 Aug - 4 Nov 
4 Oct - 9 Oct 

J O  Oct - -15 Oct 
1 6  Oct - 21 Oct 

1 Noy 
4 Noy - 1 Dec 
1 Dec - 5 Dec 
6 Dec - 7 Dec 
8 Dec - 1 9  Dec 

20 Dec - 31 Dec 

Inpor t ,  Berkley, Nonfolk, VA - ROH Metro Machine Corp 
Inpor t ,  Norfolk, VA 
ISE, VACAPES OPAREA 
Enroute/Inport,  Yorktown, VA - Ammo onload 
Inpor t ,  Norfolk, VA 
ISE, VACAPES OPAREA - Antenna Radiat ion P a t t e r n s  
Inpor t ,  Norfolk, VA 
Enroute, Key West, F lo r ida  - i n  company wi th  USS Pegasus (PHM-1) 
Inpor t ,  Por t  v i s i t ,  Key West 
Enroute, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba - Refresher  Training 
REFTRA, Guantanamo Bay 
Enroute/Inport,  Por t  V i s i t ,  Ocho Rios, Jamaica 
Enroute, Norfolk, V 4  
Inpor t ,  Norfolk, VA - Upkeep 
Lynnhaven Anchorages, Norfolk, VA - Amphibious Refresher Training 
Inpor t ,  Norfolk, VA 
Lynnhaven Anchorages, Norfolk, VA - AMPHIB REFTRA 
Inpor t ,  Norfolk, VA 
Change of Command 
Underway (VACAPES)/Lynnhaven Anchorages, Conducted Minecounter- 
measure Exercises wi th  HM-16 
Ammo Anchorage, Hampton Roads - Ammo Onload 
Inpor t  Norfolk, VA 
Enroute, Fredr iks ted ,  ST Croix, U.S. V I  
Inpor t ,  Por t  V i s i t ,  ST Croix 
Enroute/Inport,  Rooaevelt Roads, Puerto Rico 
Underway, Puerto Riao OPAREA - READEX 2-80 
Inpor t ,  Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico - Refuel 
Enroute, Norfolk, VA 
Inpor t ,  Norfolk, VA - Post  Overhaul Maintenance 
RADM R. K. Fontaine, COMSERVGRU TWO Embarked 
Enroute/Inport,  Morehead City, N.C. - Embark Elements of Second 
Recon Ba t t a l ion  and A r t i l l e r y  Ba t t a l ion  5/10 
Underway/~nport,  TEAMWORK '80 
Inpor t ,  Por t  V i s i t ,  Malmo, Sweden 
Enroute/Inport,  Por t  V i s i t ,  Bremerhaven, West Germany 
Enroute/Inport,  Por t  V i s i t ,  Portsmouth, England 
Chop t o  COWHIBRON Four 
Inpor t ,  Norfolk, VA 
Underway, VACAPES OPAREA - MARG 1-81 Workup 
Inpor t ,  Norfolk, VA 
Underway, VACAPES OFAREA/Onslow Bay, N.C. - MARG 1-81 Workup 
Inpor t ,  Norfolk, VA - Upkeep, Holiday Leave Period 
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USS TREN'IlON (LPD 14) 

COMMAND NARRATIVE. 1980 

1 January 1980 found TRENTON i n  t h e  mids t  of a r e g u l a r  overhaul  being 
conducted a t  t h e  Metro Marchine Corporaltion, Berkley, Norfolk, V i rg in i a .  This  
overhaul  proved t o  be noteworthy i n  thalt it was completed on t ime and w i t h i n  
cos t .  A s  l a t e r  events  were t o  prove, t h i s  overhaul  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  of work was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b e t t e r  than  t h a t  being experi-  
enced by some o the r  s h i p s  being overhauled i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  TRENTON'S 
except iona l  m a t e r i a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  throughout t h e  remainder of t h e  year  bo re  mute 
testimony t o  t h e  success  of what was a coopera t ive  and product ive  j o i n t  e f f o r t  
on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  company and s h i p s  fo rce .  Over 80 crewmen were s p e c i f i c a l l y  
c i t e d  by awards, medals and l e t t e r s  of commendation stemming from t h e i r  out- 
s tanding  i n d i v i d u a l  e f f o r t s  during t h e  overhaul  per iod ending 11 March 1980. 

Af t e r  s e a  t r i a l s ,  independent s h i p  e x e r c i s e s  and ammunition loadout  i n  t h e  
VACAPES a rea ,  TRENTON was enroute  f o r  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  a t  Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, on 29 Apr i l .  Accompanying TRENTON was USS Pegasus, and enroute  t h e  concept 
of " te thered  operat ions" w a s  exerc ised .  This  s a w  TRENTON towing Pegasus a t  va r ious  
speeds, i n  va r ious  sea  s t a t e s ,  t o  test t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of i nc reas ing  t h e  PHM's 
combat r a d i u s  by towing i t  w i t h  quick r e l e a s e  towing r i g s ,  t hus  providing r a p i d  
response t o  combat t h r e a t s .  TRENTON cont inue  t o  Cuba, engaging i n  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n -  
ing  during t h e  per iod  of 7 May - 4 June. During t h i s  per iod  TRENTON made a p o r t  
v i s i t  t o  Ocho Rios, Jamaica 24-26 May. TRENTON completed REFTRA ahead of schedule,  
and a t  t h e  same t ime achieved a n  Operatfonal  Propuls ion  P l a n t  Examination (OPPE) 
equivalency due t o  t h e  outs tanding  performance of t h e  Engineering Department dur ing  
t r a i n i n g .  

Af t e r  a s h o r t  upkeep per iod  i n  Norfolk, TRENTON continued w i t h  her  post-  
overhaul  workup by engaging i n  Amphibious Refresher  Tra in ing  a t  t h e  Lynnhaven 
anchorage a r e a  ad j acen t  t o  t h e  Naval Amphibious Base, L i t t l e  Creek, VA. This  
w a s  succes s fu l ly  completed on 3 Ju ly .  

On 8 J u l y ,  Captain Henry C. Atwood, Jr., U.S. Navy, w a s  r e l i e v e d  of command 
by Captain Elmore K. Hannah, Jr., USN, dur ing  ceremonies held on board. Guest 
speaker  a t  t h e  change of command was R@M W. C .  Hamm, Jr., Commander, Amphibious 
Group TW. Other f l a g  o f f i c e r s  i n  a t tendance  were RADM R. C. Berry, U.S. Navy, 
Deputy Cownander, Naval Surface  Force A t l a n t i c ,  and RADM James S. E l f e l t ,  U.S. 
Navy, Deputy Chief o f  Sta f f  f o r  Operat ions and I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  SACLANT. 

The week of 1 4  Ju ly  s a w  TRENTON underway i n  t h e  ~ ~ ~ A P ~ ~ / ~ y n n h a v e n  ope ra t ions  
ay;eas, undergoing e x e r c i s e s  w$th Hel icopter  'Minesweeping Squadron 1 6 ,  lead ing  
t o  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  a s  an a i r b o r n e  minesweeper support  platform. 

TRENTON'S f i r s t  major f l e e t  e x e r c i s e  fol lowing overhaul/REFTU took p l a c e  i n  
t h e  Cagibbean during the period 21 J u l y  - 4 August. This  exe rc i se ,  READEX 2-80, 
gas conducted under t h e  comand of RADM H. C. Mustin, COMCRUDESGRU TWO. During 
the e x e r c i s e  TRENTON engaged i n  i n t e r shdp  e x e r c i s e s  wh i l e  steaming w i t h  t h e  
TASK Gxoup, and a l s o  ac ted  BS primary t a r g e t  drone recovery ship,  13 of 1 5  
t a r g e t  dxones 1aunch.ed dur ing  t h e  exercAse were recovered by TRENTON and de l ive red  
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t o  NAVSTA, Roosevelt  Roads, PR f o r  refurbishment  and reuse .  During t h i s  oper- 
a t i o n  TRENTON crewmen a l s o  enjoyed a b r i e f  p o r t  c a l l  a t  F red r iks t ed ,  ST Croix 
V . I .  . 

The month of August was spent  i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  a major NATO exe rc i se ,  TEAM- 
W W .  83; during which TRENTON w a s  t o  act as f l a g s h i p  f o r  t h e  Advance Force 
Commander. On 14  August, W M  R. K. Fontaine and members of h i s  Serv ice  Group 
TWO s t a f f  embarked. On 26 August, TRENTON w a s  enroute  Morehead Ci ty ,  N.C. 
t o  embark USMC u n i t s  scheduled f o r  e x e r c i s e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  t h e  major u n i t s  being 
elements of t h e  Second Recon Ba t t a l i on ,  5 t h  B a t t a l i o n  1 0 t h  Marines, and support ing 
u n i t s .  Also embarked were UDT and SEAL teams t o  engage i n  pre landing  recon,  
surveys and beach c learance .  Arr iv ing  i n  Norway on 11 September, TRENTON entered  
t h e  Fjord complex i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Chris t iandsund,  NO., where she  would remain 
u n t i l  joined by t h e  main landing  f o r c e  on 18 September. Following e x e r c i s e  termi- 
n a t i o n  and backloading of t roops  and equipment, TRENTON enjoyed v a r i o u s  p o r t  
c a l l s  i n  t h e  Northern Europe a rea ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  Malmo, Sweden, 4-9 October, 
Bremerhaven, West Germany 10-15 October, and Portsmouth, England 16-21 October. 
TRENTON was p a r t i c u l a r l y  commended by t h e  U.S. Ambassador t o  Sweden f o r  t h e  most 
succes s fu l  v i s i t  by a U.S. Navy sh ip  i n  many years .  A superb time was had by 
a l l  i n  each p o r t  and TRENTON men and embarked u n i t s  acqu i t t ed  themselves as 
b e f i t t i n g  Navy ambassadors of good w i l l .  

TRENTON p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a demanding and f a s t  paced t r a n s i t  back t o  CONUS 22 
October - 3 November, termed "GATOR S a E P  '80". Under t h e  command of COMPHIBGRU 
TWO, a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  b e n i f i t e d  g r e a t l y  from shiphandling,  gunnery, engineering 
and quick r e a c t i o n  d r i l l s  during t h e  r e t u r n  t r a n s i t .  

Following a month of upkeep i n  homeport 4 Nov - 1 December, TRENTON w a s  once 
aga in  underway f o r  t ype  t r a i n i n g .  Under t h e  command of Capt. J. J. Kingston, 
U.S. Navy, COMPHIBRON FOUR, and i n  comnany w i t h  USS IWO JIMA, USS HERMITAGE, USS 
SPARTANBURG COUNTY and USS MANITOWOC, t h e  Marine Amphibious Ready Group 1-81 
workup began. The f i r s t  t h r e e  weeks of December saw ind iv idua l ,  i n t e r s h i p ,  and 
t a s k  group e x e r c i s e s  being conducted t o  mold t h e  s h i p s  i n t o  a n  i n t e g r a t e d ,  h ighly  
ready amphibious fo rce ,  Th i s  t r a i n i n g  included embarkation of USMC u n i t s  which 
would be deploying w i t h  t h e  MARG i n  January, 1981, w i t h  t h e  S i x t h  F l e e t  i n  t h e  
Mediterranean. The MARG Workup was succes s fu l ly  completed on 19  December, and 
ho l iday  season was spent  i n  a w e l l  deserved l eave  and upkeep per iod  i n  t h e  s h i p ' s  
homeport of Norfolk, VA. It should be noted t h a t  n o t  one s i g n i f i c a n t  mob i l i t y  
impacting c a s u a l t y  had occurred dur ing  t h e  previous 9 months of i n t e n s i v e  steaming. 
This ,  then  s t ands  a s  t h e  mute testomony r e fe red  t o  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  of t h i s  record ,  
a proud record  compiled by USS TRENTON, t h e  year  of our  Lord, 1980. 
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